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The mncii lamented Ladt ChabIjOTTE Bacon gave me kind permis- 
sion to dedicate to her tliis book ; bnt owing to her decease since it 
was conunenced, I can only now inscribe it as a tribnte of respect 
to ber memoiy. 

Sbe was a beroic and faithful wife, who for many months, dis- 
regarding the horrors, privations, and dangers of a besieged town 
(Oporto) during the prolonged war in Portugal from 1832 to 1835, 
willingly shared them with her noble and brave husband, the late 
General Bacon, with whom I was associated in the Queen's Eegi- 
ment of Lancers. 

THE AUTHOR. 
MiTCHAM, South Australia, 

Jari/aary, 1882. 
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Shoetlt after the^ pnblication of " Earfy EecoUections and Ex- 
periences of Colonial Life," by Mr. J. W. Bull, I was repeatedly 
arged by friends to write my own reminiscences, instead, of devoting 
my time to assist other anthors. Yielding to the force of these 
representations, and more especially with a view to bettering my 

escnniary circumstances, I resolved to narrate my eventful career 
om earl^ childhood. 

In wrtiing this work I have been greatly helped by valuable 
notes and memoranda, which I have carefully preserved, of the 
most exciting events during the Civil "War in rortugal, from 1832 
to 1835, in which I was actively engaged, and I have been also 
assisted by " Sketches in Portugal," by James Edward Alexander, 
K.T.S., Captain 42nd Boyal Highlanders, and other works of 
reference in the Parliamentary Library in? Adelaide. Owing, how- 
ever, to most of my time being taken up in the performance of my 
official functions as Lispector of Credit Selections, the work has 
unfortunately been greatly retarded, as ^I have only been able to 
write by snatches at home between my lengthened journeys in the 
Bush and after drawing up my official reports to the Government. 
My obligations and thanks are especially due to the proprietors of 
the Register, for the permission afforded me in the correction of 
data by reference to the files of that journal in the compilation 
of the latter portion, thereby making these volumes a work of 
truthful record. The adventures, episodes, and hair-breadth escapes 
the book contains will, I sincerely hope, be read with interest by 
old colonists, who, doubtless, will have a vivid recollection of some 
of the circumstances, — especially by those wTio tried their fortunes 
at the diggings in Victoria when I first arrived at Forest Creek to 
establish the Overland Gold Escort, in 1852, and relieve the distress 
which prevailed at the time of the exodus of the male population 
to Victoria, which was the link connecting the then state of the 
colony to its present prosperous condition. That idea was my 
ruling thought, and fired my mind with the vast benefits that 
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would arise to the oonntry if I were snccessful in opening np a 
dixeet and eaej ronte to the diggings, and turning in a goloen 
tide npon the oolonj. 

The work has already reached the second Tolnme, and I find 
that it does not contain half the incidents of interest which I 
conld hare wished to relate. If, however, I am liberallj supported 
}ay the pnbHc and rewarded for mj labour, I maj probablj continue 
m J adyentures and experiences. 

ALEXAKDEB TOLMEB. 

MncHAX, South ArsnuLu, 
January^ 1882. 
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^ ADVENTUEOUS AND CHEQUERED CAREER, 
AT HOME AND AT THE ANTIPODES. 



CHAPTER I. 

My parentage— Early life— Edaca ted in France — Leave Prance — Experi- 
ences at an English school — Quit Plymouth — Residence in the Nether- 
lands — A stitch in time, &c. — Return to Prance, and enter military 
school — Rejoin niy father at Maidstone, Kent — Schoolmates — A well- 
known Man of Kent — Mr. Disraeli returned as a Conservative mem- 
ber for Maidstone — Great excitement. 

My grandfatlier was of German descent and emigrated to Nor- 
mandy, where lie married a French lady. The result of that union 
was two sons and two daughters. After leaving school my father 
was placed at college in Paris, being intended for a Catholic priest ; 
he attained the dignity of Abb^, but finding the life distasteful to 
him, he refused to take orders as an ecclesiastic, and subsequently 
entered the French army and was appointed an officer in the Grarde 
du Corps, in which regiment he served during the war, until the 
abdication and immediate exile of Bonaparte to the island of Elba 
in 1814. My father espoused the cause of the Bourbons upon the 
entry of Louis XVIII. into Paris ; but upon the return of Bona- 
parte from Elba in 1816, he and many otners escaped and took 
refuge in England. My mother accompanied him in his flight and 
resided in London, where she died about two months after my 
birth. I was then sent to France under the care of a nurse, and 
brought up by my uncles and aunts, who, having no children of 
their own, petted me greatly, and as I grew up allowed me pretty 
well to have my own way. When old enough I was sent to a day- 
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2 REMINISCENCES OF AN ADVENTUROUS 

school, and there first taught the rudiments of the French lan- 
guage. How vividly do I remember those tender and happy years 
— playing truant, strolling about the green fields, gathering wild 
strawberries and flowers, bathing in a potid near the village church 
(St. Laurent) at the imminent risk of getting drowned in the 
" grand-trou " (a deep and dangerous hole in the pond), and hiding 
in the old yew-tree in the churchyard ! At the age of seven I was 
placed &th penaion^ and about twelve months afterwards, at my 
father's request, I joined him at Plymouth, where he had esta- 
blished himself successfullv as a professor and teacher of lan- 
guages. At this time my father had been married some years to 
an English lady, and had had a daughter who had died long before my 
arrival. My step-mother's maiden name was Hillman, and she had 
three sisters : one was married to Major Hombrook, of the Marines, 
at Plymouth : another to Dr. Hornbrook at Tavistock, the third to 
Dr. Podmore, brother to the late General Podmore of the East 
India service. Major Hornbrook had a large family, sons and 
daughters, some of whom obtained eminent positions in society, 
the eldest daughter having married Admiral Parker ; one of the 
sons, Thomas, rose high in his profession as artist, and was ap- 

g)inted Marine Painter to Her Koyal Highness the Duchess of 
ent ; and another brother, John, entered the navy, but subse- 
quently joined the British Legion in Spain under Sir De Lacy 
Evans, and distinguished himself leadmg the forlorn hope at 
Hemani. 

In 1839 he emigrated to New Zealand, and settled at New Ply- 
mouth in the North Island, where he amassed a large fortune. He, 
it was, who taught me to swim, and at the outset suddenly pushed 
me into deep water from the end of a narrow but lon^ line of rocks 
which extended like a jetty into the sea near the Hoe. I believe 
he still resides at New Plymouth, and is well known as " The 
Major." I have not heard of him, however, for years ; the last 
intelligence I received of his whereabouts and welfare was through 
the late Sir Eichard Hanson, late Chief Justice of South Australia, 
with whom he was on terms of intimacy. 

Having somewhat digressed, I will now resume the narrative of 
my earlier recollections. After my arrival at Plymouth I was 
placed at the Grammar School, but as I could not speak a word of 




roggy, _ _ . ^ 

last pitched into them right and left, and many a scratched face 
and bloody nose was the result. This shameful and cowardly con- 
duct, however, reached the ears of the Head Master (Macauly), who 
soon put a stop to it by picking out the ringleaders and giving 
them a sound birching, which was the characteristic punishment 
at this school. The modus operandi was as follows, viz. : one of 
the strongest boys was selected to hold the culprit on his back by 
hands, and ordered to bend forward, the birch was then 
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applied, no garment intervening, and wheals on the skin, varying 
in prominence according to the weight and force of the blows, were 
the result. Many a boy, however, after being subjected to this 
petty torture, would coolly walk off, adjusting his dress, and vaunt 
that he could bear the thrashing, and did not care ! At that early 
age I learnt to piay the violin under the able teaching of Collins, 
the celebrated violinist, who afterwards was known as the English 
Paganini, and was for many years until his death the leader of the 
orchestra at the Italian Opera. Besides taking lessons in music, I 
attended a dancing class once a week at Mrs. IsbalFs academy, 
Stonehouse. I was then an excellent dancer, having been taught 
in France, and this accomplishment, with my foreign accent and 
broken English, made me a great favourite with the young 
ladies. 

Periodically Mrs. Isball gave a children's grand ball at the 
Koyal Hotel, Plymouth, to which the parents of the pupils were 
invited. On one of these occasions my father and myself were 
conveyed in a sedan chair, and I perfectly recoUect falling back- 
wards as the men ascended the flight of steps to the hotel, and 
feeling discomposed on account of my neat frill getting rather 
crumpled ! That night Mrs. Isball selected her daughter and my- 
self to open the ball by dancing the Mjinvsi de la Gour, We were 
much applauded and congratulated at the termination of the dance, 
and I received endless invitations from persons of title to spend 
the holidays at their splendid country seats. One of these invita- 
tions, from Sir Walter and Lady Eadcliff, my father accepted for 
me; and I accompanied the two sons (Walter and Copleston), 
with whom I went to school at Macauly's, to spend the midsummer 
vacation at Warley, their beautiful seat on the river Tamar. 
WeU do I remember this old castellated structure, covered with 
ivy, its narrow windows, and a small porch leading into an exten- 
sive and lofty hall, hung round wifli pictures of the family's 
ancestors, some in armour and others in clerical costumes. There* 
was also a powerful or^an at one end of the hall, reached by a 
broad flight of steps. Sir Walter himself, although possessed of 
vast wealth, was the clergyman of the parish of Warley, and 
officiated every Sunday. What very happy days I passed in this 
delightful abode ! Sometimes the two boys, their sister, and my- 
self turned out on diminutive ponies, and rode along the banks of 
the beautiful river to pav a visit to their relative Sir Manasseh 
Lopez (an old miser). 1 remember on one occasion, after having 
dismounted, going on to the lawn sloping from the mansion to the 
river, when Sir Manasseh met us, and in a short, peremptory 
manner demanded, " Who is that boy ? " pointing to myself ; and 
when they told him, he replied, "Ah! well, I can't have boys 
here ! " So we had to start hack, after a long ride, without being 
offered even a piece of bread and butter ! Another source of great 
pleasure was accompanying her ladyship for a drive in a splendid 
barouche, with the coachman and footman in gaudy livery; at 
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other times we boys went with the gamekeeper, and picked np the 
rooks as he shot them in the rookery ; at otner times we £shed in 
the river ; and we also frequently had a sail on the Tamar, in a 
pretty yacht. The garden and grounds were superbly laid out in 
terraces, the orchard also was replete with every kind of fruit. I 
confess therefore I was loth to return after the vacation, to be 
again bullied at school. After a few years spent in Plymouth, my 
father was compelled to relinquish his occupation on account of 
being a martyr to rheumatism, and we went to live in the Nether- 
lands. 

After disposing of the lease of our house, and selling the furni- 
ture, Ac, we sailed in the steamer 8vr Francis Drake, and landed 
at Ostend; thence we travelled by the canal boat to Bruges. 
During our brief stay in that city, I was much struck and delighted 
by listening to the musical notes of the chimes in the cathedral. 
iVom Bruges we resumed our journey by canal to Ghent, where 
my father determined to make a stay, and engaged lodgings near 
the Botanic Gardens; and as our circumstances were greatly 
reduced, we could not afford to pay a domestic servant, so I had 
to do the work, clean shoes, wash dishes, &c., and had to sleep in 
the house of an Abb^, at a distant part of the town, in the March^ 
du Vendredi. There was little of tne romantic in this portion of 
my life. I recollect that during the nine months of our residence at 
Ghent the winter was very severe, and this rendered certain frac- 
tures in my nether habiliments by no means agreeable. These 
untoward circumstances served, however, to develop my ingenuity 
and self-reliance. I stole some small pieces of candle, and sat up 
at night to mend my garments. I fear that my seams were more 
like those of a mainsail, and the shade of my patches resembled 
Joseph's coat of many colours. However, they served my turn, 
although another month passed at Ghent would have lert me a 
earns culotte. As it was, I was often puzzled to maintain a 
decent appearance at one of the churches, where I used to go with 
tlie Abbe to play the violin in the service. 

Shortly after this iSime, my father and step-mother returned to 
England, much improved in health. My father resumed his pro- 
fession of teacher of languages, in Maidstone, Kent, and soon 
became well established in that town : but, before leaving, he sent 
me back to my friends, in France, which journey I undertook by 
myseK, by way of Li^ge, Amiens, and Lille. 1 travelled by the 
diligence, and paid the necessary fares and expenses at hotels on 
the way ; and shortly after my return to Normandy, I was placed 
at a military school at Bouen (the Lyc^e). By this time I had 
forgotten much of my French ; and, consequently, I underwent a 
repetition of jeers and taunts from the French boys, like those I 
had experienced when I first went to an English school — they 
calling me " God-dam," " Bost-bif," and such lie names. I very 
quickly again picked up my French, however, and was soon a 
match for my tormentors; and after a few sets-to they gave way. 
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and left me in peace. At the age of thirteen, I completed my 
French education, and again returned to England to my father, in 
Maidstone, who placed me at the Proprietary Grammar School in 
that town. This was a very superior school, and under the able 
management of the Rev. Mr. Green, assisted by Messrs. Billing, 
Custard, Philpot, and my father as French and Italian master. 
From this establishment many of my school-fellows have launched 
into the world, and battled with it successfully ; whilst others, 
alas ! with perhaps equal chances of success, have entirely failed, 
and not a few died prematurely in distant and remote countries, 
unknown and uncared for ! 

I may here enumerate a few, whose names I well remember, such 
as Brotherton, son of the late General Sir T. W. Brotherton, K.C.B., 
and page to Her Majesty. The Middletons, Scudamores, Hoys, 
Fowlers, Spongs, McKruhies, and W. A. Carter, whose eldest 
sister I eventually married. Poor Carter was well known in South 
Australia, and for many years was ferryman, telegraph and post- 
master^ &c., at Wellington, which inferior position he persistently 
retained until his death, although he had had frequent opportunities 
of occupying a much higher and more lucrative office, for which he 
was eminently qualified, on account of his superior education, and 
his having been brought up as a civil engineer and surveyor. My 
father-in-law (T. "W. Carter, Esq.). was as well known in Kent in 
those days, as such men as G. F. Angas, Sir Thomas Elder, and B. B. 
Smith are in South Australia, and was equally wealthy;. and, on 
account of the great vested interest and influence he possessed in 
the county, and in the town of Maidstone, he, in 1837, with the 
late Mr. Alexander Randall, banker, Maidstone, invited Mr. 
Disraeli (afterwards Lord Beaconsfield) to stand for Maidstone, as 
a Conservative Member, to join Wyndham Lewis, Esq. This he 
consented to do ; and, eventually, he was returned. I vividly re- 
member him on this occasion^ He was then quite a young man, 
taU, and handsome, with long flowing black curls. He was waHdnff 
arm-in-arm with my father-in-law, down Gabriel's Hill, followeu 
by a concourse of people ; and that night, those disaflected at the 
issue of the election smashed my father's windows ! 

Moved by that spirit of high nonour which ever characterized this 
eminent man's career, and to mark his sense of the obligation 
rendered by my father during this contested election, he procured 
a cadetship in the East India Service for my brother-in-law Henry, 
who, on arrival in Calcutta, was appointed to the 35th Native 
Infantry, under the command of Colonel Monteith. He subse- 
quently attained the rank of lieutenant, and died at Lucknow, 
where a handsome monument was raised to his memory by the 
officers of the regiment — with whom he was a general favourite. 
Amongst my old family letters, I have retained Colonel Monteith's 
kind and compassionate letter, announcing the lamentable death of 
Henry, and speaking of him as one of his most promising young 
officers. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

Eun away from school^Sent to sea Jn a collier — Shameful treatment on 
board — Enter the Rev. Mr. Boyce's school as articled pupil — Leave 
in disgust — Join Don Pedro's service — Sail for Oporto — Storm at sea — 
Arrive off Oporto — Unable to land — Fui-ious gale— Forced back to 
Portsmouth — Narrow escape of being wrecked off Cape Finisterre — 
Dreadful state of the passengers in the hold — Reach Portsmouth — 
Sail again in the Osprey — Land at St. John's — Making use of one's wits 
— Narrow escape of being shot— Colonel Bacon— Join the Lancers 
da Reinha — Siege of Oporto — ^Miseries of a besieged town. 

I BEMAiNED at tliis school eighteen months, and made some progress 
in classics, mathematics, and drawing. After this I was sent to 
Mr. Wilson's school, at Hawkhnrst. I had by this time recovered 
my knowledge of French ; indeed, my conrse had been eminently 
calcnlated to teach me both JFrench and English; the former 
language I have never forgotten, and retain the accent to this 
day. In after-life, I found this character of great service to me ; 
and, on one occasion, it saved me from being assassinated, in Por- 
tugal — as the sequel will show. 

I ran away from Mr. Wilson's — not because I was badly treated, 
but because I longed for a more active life ; and I reached London 
with no very definite object in view, excepting that I had a strong 
desire to go to sea. My father came after me, and caught me at 
the "Bolt in Tun " Inn, Fleet Street, and then gave me a most 
unmerciful flogging, in a little bar parlour, the landlady repeatedly 
crving ** Shame 1 " He then took me back to Maidstone, and was 
advised by some of his friends to send me for a voyage or two in 
one of the collier vessels of Mr. Davis — who then lived in Maid- 
stone, but afterwards went to reside at Eochester — with a view to 
prepare me for a berth which my father expected to obtain in 
the Government cutter Surly, through the interest of Mr. Clifford, 
a distant relative of my step-mother. I was taken on board that 
vessel, and introduced to the officers ; and it was arranged that I 
was to join on a certain day. My father, no doubt with the inten- 
tion of weaning me from a desire to follow what he considered a 
rough and dangerous mode of life, in the interim and whilst my 
Sv/ny uniform was being made, persuaded me to go one trip to 
Sunderland, in the Stanton, a collier vessel. 

I was received kindly by the captain, who took me to a slop-shop, 
and " rigged me out " in a blue jacket and trousers, large enough 
for a man, and of cloth so thick as to preclude any possibility of 
rapid motion. My sea-going costume was, otherwise, made up of 
high-heeled boots, a red belcher neckerchief, and Scotch cap. 

On the fii*st night after sailing I slept in the captain's cabin. 
We reached the Nore the next morning, when 1 began to suffer 
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mach from searsickness. I was, however, provided with a shovel 
and set to help to shift the ballast. I said that I was too ill to 
work ; but they replied that, as [ was about to be a midshipman, I 
should have plenty of that sort of work to do. Finding that I 
had no alternative, I accommodated myself to circumstances, and 
worked away as well as I could. I asked them what their provisions 
consisted of. They said they were capital salt beef and hard 
biscuits one day, and a change of hard biscuit and salt beef on the 
next. Sea-sickness prevented me from tasting this excellent fare 
on the first day. When, as before, I went at night to retire into 
the captain's cabin, to sleep, he created great merriment amongst 
the crew by dragging me out, and telling me that I must then keep 
watch. I nad no watch-coat, and suffered much from the cold, — ^it 
being mid-winter, and the land, within sight, covered with snow. 
The only place I had to lie down upon was the deck of the sailors' 
berths. 

I was once lashed up in the rigging ; and several times, when 
worn down with cold, sickness, hunger, and anxiety, the brutal 
wretches, who had evidently received encouragement to play all sorts 
of tricks with me, used to take me up quietly when asleep, and place 
me on the bow of the vessel, where I was sure to be awakened by 
a wave dashing over me ; by which I was sometimes terrified almost 
into madness, under the supposition that I was going to the bottom. 
The tricks that these barbarians practised on me made me callous, 
and determined to be revenged in some way ; and my first attempt 
at retaliation was a rather whimsical one. A basket of oysters, 
which were intended as a present to a friend of the owners, had been 
suspended over the stem, m the water. Whilst I was on watch, I 
drew them up every night ; and, having filled my pockets with the 
oysters, I slipped down into the hold and ate them with a degree of 
relish that I could scarcely have thought possible. So that by the 
time the vessel reached Sunderland very few of the oysters remained. 
The captain never discovered the theft ; and, to my amusement, was 
greatly astonished at the smallness of my appetite. I can confidently 
recommend oysters as an excellent remeuy for sea-sickness. We 
arrived at Sunderland in the night,andanchoredoutside the beautiful 
bridge there. All the crew went on shore in the evening to sleep, leav- 
ing the vessel in charge of the captain and myself. I then, for the 
first time, enjoyed the luxury of sleeping in one of the sailors' berths. 

On the next morning a boy came on board, and inquired for his 
uncle. I asked him who his uncle was ? when the captain, having 
heard his voice, called out, " Is that you, Tom ? " And, addressing 
himself to me, added, " You go along with that chap, and his mother 
will witt^U you." I had acquired such general suspicion of the 
captain's motives, that I felt by no means sure that " wittling " did 
not mean some other trick, or punishment. I followed the " chap," 
however, up some steps into a very low-looking house, occupied by 
the captain's mother ; and, as I afterwards found, by three or four 
other families. On entering one of the rooms I saw an old woman 
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sitting by the fire smoking a short pipe, and her danghter-in-law, a 
horribly coarse-looking woman, sitting on the opposite side of the 
fire. The boy said, ** Mother, ancle says you are to wittell this 
chap." She got up and asked me if I would take something short, 
at the same time producing a bottle of brandy. The " something 
short," seemed so unmistakably associated with the rope's end that 
I had frequently tasted on board, that I at once declined ; whilst 
the good woman, deeming it possibly a sin to return the bottle to 
the cupboard untasted, tossed off a glass of the contents thereof, 
with apparent satisfaction. This was on a Sunday; and I felt 
very desirous of cleansing myself— for I was in a very horrible state 
from dirt and its disagreeable concomitants. Having performed my 
ablutions, the boy showed me over the town. I enjoyed the walk 
very much. We returned to dinner, which consisted of a baked 
shoulder of mutton, with potatoes — to which, I need scarcely say, 
I applied myself with ardour. 

Li the evening quite a jovial meeting of about twenty sailors* 
wives took place, and formed, certainly, the most singular female 
assemblage I had then witnessed, drinking, smoking, swearing, and 
what was by courtesy called dancing, being the order of the night. 
For myself, I must say that I fared sumptuously among them, 
having ingratiated myself with these my new friends, by playinsf all 
the jig tunes I knew on an old fiddle that was hung up in the room 
and taking the portraits of the whole company ! I slept with the 
captain's nephew. " Alick, boy ! " by which appellation I was 
called on board the collier, was shouted under my bedroom window 
every night as soon as I had got to sleep, and when I answered, I 
was told to go on board. 1 went two following nights ; when I got 
there, I received a kick from the sailor on watch, and an order to go 
back again. The joke was repeated on the third night, but I was 
not to be caught a third time. On another night, I was called up, 
and found the crew unmooring the vessel. They set me to attend 
to the rope at the capstan, but my hands having become benumbed 
by a greater degree of cold than I had ever felt before, the rope 
became entangled. For this unlucky accident the brute of a captain 
kicked me down the hatchway, where I was permitted to remain 
unmolested in a corner during the rest of the night, chafing my 
hands, and, I must add, crying bitterly. By this accident the 
ship lost the tide. The vessel was loaded on the next day, but 
waited several days for a fair wind. The captain's mother, who 
seemed to commiserate my condition, on the day before we sailed 
procured a goose for dinner, and made us as comfortable as possible. 
We sailed on a Sunday afternoon, in rather rough weather, and I 
again suffered from sea-sickness and was subjected to the same in- 
human treatment, excepting from one of the sailors, whom the others 
called a Methodist. We passed close under the cliff at Scarborough 
Head, at which time the captain was belabouring me with a rope's 
end, from which he only desisted on my telling him that if he struck 
me again I would jump overboard ! He seemed much astonished 
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at this intimation from so meek-looking and quiet an urchin as my- 
self, but lie never struck me afterwards. 

We at length anchored off the Nore, in a fleet of nearly 1000 
colliers, where the captain exchanged a hamper of coals for a ham- 
per of sprats, many of which "I cooked at the caboose at night while 
on the watch. "We arrived at Chatham after an absence of nearly 
four weeks. The cutter Surly had then put to sea, and my mid- 
shipman*s appointment was of course gone ! The other boy and I 
rowed the captain on shore. He brought me a letter and five 
shillings, and told us to make the boat fast, and to enjoy 
ourselves for the evening, as he was going to the play. I found 
by the letter that my father and mother had been waiting for me, 
and had gone home. I took my companion (both of us being as 
black as sweeps) to a pastrycook's shop, the keeper of which was 
astonished a/fc the rapidity with whicn jellies, blancmanges, and 
other delicacies vanished before us ! I bought some tobacco for my 
friend the Methodist sailor with what remamed of the five shillings, 
and having returned to the ship, put on some clean linen, which 
had been left for me, and on the next day walked down to Maid- 
stone. On arriving at home my father asked me how I liked my 
trip, and whether 1 wished to go again ? I replied in the negative. 
He then tried to persuade me to adopt his profession — that of 
teacher of languages ; and seeing no alternative, I consented to go 
to the school of the Rev. H. Boyce at Edgware, as an articled pupil 
for three years. My father paid, I think, 30/. on condition that I 
should teach the younger boys, and take my meals with the family, 
which I found to consist of Mr. Boyce, his wife, and seven or ei^nt 
children. There was also another articled pupil there, son of a major 
in the army. "We were treated very badly, being made to live on 
milk and water, and bad food was given to the boys. The whole 
course of treatment was wretched, I really believe for the purpose of 
disgusting us with the situation. I made myself, however, as 
acceptable as possible, even to playing my fiddle with the boys in 
their i)salm-singing. One of the assistant masters used to go to 
London, and come back drunk early in the morning. My feUow- 
pupil tried to poison himself, or pretended to do so. I now felt, 
that if I had been unhappy at home, I was here utterly miserable. 
I had read in the newspapers of the expedition fitting out in England 
in aid of Donna Maria, and against l)on Miguel, in Portugal, and 
determined to enlist in the cavalry of the British Legion. 

Taking advantage of a half holiday, with five shiDings in my 
pocket and only the clothes I stood in, I hailed the London coach 
passing by. 1 thus turned my back upon this detestable place. 
On arrival in London I at once went to a place in Marylebone, 
where I saw several genteelly-dressed young men, who, I was 
informed, were officers, and asked them to enlist me. The place 
was literally besieged by the most motley assemblage 1 had ever 
witnessed. One of the gentlemen did everything he coidd to dis- 
suade me from enlisting ; but finding me determined, consulted 
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witli the others, and informed me tliat I shonld on joining be im- 
mediately appointed a sergeant. At length the lot of recruits 
started, and formed a ragged regiment, in company with which 
Falstaff would assnredly never have marched througn London ! I 
must confess that I felt a little humiliated by the association, but 
I managed to keep as much as possible in the close vicinity of the 
officers, who seemed equally desirous of the companionship of any 
decently-dressed person. Our progress towards the town was 
marked by broken cheers and other crude and uproarious demon- 
strations of devotion to the cause of Donna Maria. One or two 
attempts which they made, however, to get up something like a 
march, turned out ludicrous failures ! They, thus encouraged by 
the officers, managed to sustain their patriotism for about a mile 
and a half on their way, when it evidently began to flag. One 
of the men, probably the greatest scamp of the party, was seen 
dodging from one part of the crowd to another, — and at last, to the 
astonisnment of the officers and myself, he sudd§nly, in a voice of 
authority, called out, "Halt! now, men. You must halt like 
soldiers." It was easy enough to " halt," to which a very general 
predisposition was manifest ; but the attempt to do so like soldiers 
would have been droll enough had our annoyance at the interrup- 
tion not deprived us of all perception of the ridiculous. " I tell 
you what it is, my men," continued this self-appointed commander ; 
** these here officers know they're acting agin the law, and don't 
mean to give us nothin* whatsomever " (to nave paid the men on 
shore would have been a breach of the Foreign Enlistment Act). 
" They mean to get us on board, and then they will do what they 
like with us. If you be all of my mind, you won't go another 
step till they've give us a bob a-piece." The men, with very few 
exceptions, were all of his mind; and it was in vain that the 
embr}'o officers and myself pleaded the purest motives and most 
honourable intentions. The embarrassing reply to everj^ argument 
and remonstrance was, however, " Give us the shilling. The 
mutiny was suppressed by a compromise — one-half the sum being 
paid there and then, and a joint and solemn promise given that 
the remainder should be paid on board. No sooner had we sur- 
mounted this difficulty than we found it had generated another. 
Having thus obtained the means of getting drmk, one or two of 
the party " bolted " in every public-house we came to ; and this 
disposition at last became so general that it was found requisite 
to let the men have " one pint " each. They then again started, 
cheeiing for Donna Maria, to the astonishment of the wondering 
cockneys. 

We found a large coal-punt prepared for us at the Tower Stairs, 
into which many of the recruits entered — the four embiyo officers 
and myself remaining till the last. Scarcely had they entered, 
however, before I heard a cry of " Stop him, he's got my bundle ! " 
and observed six or seven of the party jump on shore, each carry- 
ing a bundle, and each having the professed owner of the bundle 
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in chase of liim. I ran after one, who proved to be the ringleader 
of the revolt I have described, and in trying to detain nim I 
received from his well-trained fist the first of ^he many hard knocks 
which I got in the service of Queen Donna Maria of Portugal ! 
As it soon became pretty evident that the stealing of the bundles 
was a premeditated ruwe, in order to get up a " row " at embarking, 
so as to allow as many as possible of the men to esca2:)e, we dis- 
continued the chases, and deemed it the wisest plan to put off as 
soon as possible. No sooner, however, had the mooring rope been 
cast off than several of the scamps who had bolted returned, and 
saluted us with a shower of stones. We found that about twenty, 
out of our party of sixty, had escaped by this contrivance. "We 
were taken on board a steamer moored off Blackwall Stairs, where 
we lay for three days, waiting for other recruits from the enlisting 
stations. On the day following our embarkation I saw Captain 
Stuarton, whom I had known in Maidstone, and whom I requested 
not to mention the fact of his having seen me. He told me that 
he intended raising a regiment himself in Portugal, in which he 
said that he would give me a commission. When he came out, I 

S resume that he found his project impracticable, as I never saw 
im afterwards. On the three following days many boats came 
off with recruits, generally of a more respectable character than 
the first. They were obliged to shift as they best could, by sleep- 
ing*on some planks laid on the ballast in the hold ; but they had 
plenty to eat and drink, and the encouragement of seeing some 
large bales of blankets, which they were told had been obtained 
for their use, and which occupied all the space in the chief cabin 
which was not taken up by myself and the officers. 

When the number of men on board reached about 120, we got 
in some provisions, and sailed for Portsmouth, where we arrived 
without anything of consequence occurring, excepting sea-sickness, 
and were taken alongside the Swallow — a beautiful cutter, which 
had been a gentleman's yacht. At a short distance from her lay 
another ratner smaller cutter, named the Osprey, which, we were 
told, was to take out stores and ammunition m company with us. 
We here lost a good many of our men, generally fellows who had 
joined for a few days' keep, and the chance of stealing anything 
they could lay their hands on. One of the vagabonds received 
from the other men a severe ducking before he escaped. We were 
at length put on board the Swallotv, where the men were stowed 
as usual on planks in the hold ; each man, however, was now pro- 
vided with a good blanket. Two women had been somehow 
smuggled on board, but were not discovered till after the vessel 
had sailed out of Portsmouth harbour for Oporto. 

On the second evening after sailing the weather had been par- 
ticularly fine, and the inmates of tiie cabin had been applying 
pretty freely to the bottle, when the captain came below, and told 
us thAt we must prepare for a squall. In about a quarter of an 
hour the squall came, and the vessel was tossed about tremen- 
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doaslj; and as night approached the storm increased, till it 
" blew great guns." The vessel in pitching lost her bowsprit, and 
received other damage. The night was very dark, and we aU ex- 
pected every moment to go to the bottom. The captain, however, 
managed to put into Diurtmonth harbour, where we remained in 
comparative quietude, whilst the storm outside the harbour con- 
tinued unabated. Here two of the officers, who were considerably 
more alarmed than the others, went down into the hold, without 
consulting the captain, and told the men that the vessel was 
leaky and unseaworthy. The men, ignorant of the sea, and 
having been alarmed by the creaking and straining of the vessel 
during the storm, were easily induced to believe this representation, 
and determined not to let the ship start again until these two 
officers had gone to London to complain to the projectors of the 
expedition. The officers accordingly went to London by coach, 
promising, if possible, to send down another vessel, leaving their 
luggage on board. In the meantime the captain had lost no time 
in getting the craft repaired, and in two days declared her fit for 
sea. During these repairs the men were of course placed on 
shore, and we lost several. The men refused to let her go. The 
captain told them they had only got sufficient provisions for the 
voyage supposing they sailed immediately, and that if they delayed 
the time he would not undertake to complete his engagement, but 
would sail for St. Michael's, whither he was bound tox a cargo of 
fruit. The two remaining officers also tried to persuade the men 
to go. One of the officers told them that if tne vessel had not 
been seaworthy she could not have stood the storm which they had 
experienced, that they had only a month's provisions onboard, and 
must go at once, if they went at all ; that the officers and myself 
meant to go whether the men went or not ; and concluded by tell- 
ing them that if he could believe that amongst a party of English- 
men there was one man so great a coward as to desert their noble 
cause after having engaged in it, he would call on him to come 
forward and be put on shore at once. The men repUed by giving 
the officers three cheers, and saying that they would all go with him. 
After these untoward accidents we arrived safely off Oporto, 
where we found the Osprey and several other vessels, laden with 
horses, stores, &c. The Swallow had so great a resemblance to 
the Raven government cutter, which was expected then, that when 
we cast anchor a boat came off to us from the admiral's ship in 
the river, by which we learned that the port had been blockaded, 
and the town declared in a state of siege on that very day. 
After the boat had left us, the Raven cutter did arrive. Our 
captain displayed a pennant at the masthead, cleared the decks, 
dressed as many men as possible as sailors of the royal navy, 
decked himself with a cocked hat and small sword, and boldly 
followed in the Ravens wake, under the supposition that we too 
might " bounce *' our way in as a king's ship. No sooner, however, 
had the Raven got within range of the batteries which com- 
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manded the Douro, than the Miguelites opened fire upon her, 
firing twelve or foui:teen shots, without however doing any con- 
siderable damage, when she discreetly tacked, and stood off. 
We in the Swculow immediately followed so wise and prudent 
an example. A fisherman's boat came off in the afternoon of 
the same day, in which the two officers paid 91. to be taken on 
shore, promising that they would somehow manage to send off 
boats for our men. Towards evening, however, such a storm 
arose that the whole of the fleet were compelled to abandon the 
dangerous coast, and to stand out to sea. The rough weather con- 
tinued, to our great mortification, for two nights and two days, 
when, our captain represented to us that as the bad weather 
seemed to have set in it might last perhaps two months — as 
was often the case there ; that his stores were nearly exhausted ; 
and recommended that we should return to Plymouth without 
delay. The men became very violent on this intimation, and 
threatened that they would take command of the vessel and run 
her into port at all liazards. 

It was however ascertained that the other ships of the expedi- 
tion also intended to return, and consequently we once more turned 
the vessel's head for an English port. No sooner had we well got to 
sea, however, than at ten o clock at night the storm increased to 
a perfect hurricane ; and our situation, exposed as we were to the 
dangers of a lee shore, became sufficiently alarming. The cutter's 
bulwarks, and also the binnacle, were washed away — the steersman 
being lashed to the helnu So many seas found their way through 
the cabin skylight that the captain, the mate, and myself were 
more than once up to our knees in water. The captain was almost 
in despair, and stood directing the steersman as to oar course, 
with a candle in one hand and a pocket compass in the other. The 
mate was drunk, with his head lying on the cabin table ; and the 
duty devolved on me of constantly relighting the candle, which 
blew out every few minutes, I sometimes having to go tJirough 
the tedious process of striking a light from damp tinder. Every 
minute we expected to feel ttie bottom of the vessel strike tlie 
dangerous rocks which jut out from Cape Finisterre. If our 
situation in the cabin was an unenviable one, that of the poor 
creatures confined in the hold was dreadful ! The ship pitched 
and rolled most violently. The hatches were battened down ; but 
far louder than the noise of the wind and the waves were the yells, 
shrieks, and oaths, mingled with prayers and imprecations, at 
every lurch of the vessel. Ninety men and two women were con- 
fined in that suffi^cating hold, with nothing to steady themselves 
by, save the unstable planks on which they slept, and were there 
shaken up and down, in one confused and sufiering mass, for 
several hours, expecting that every moment would be their last. 
Their suffering from cold and hunger, as well as bruises and 
confinement, must have been very great, for most of the men, 
e:xpecting to be immediately landed by the fishing-boat, and from 
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obvious motives of cleanliness, had thrown their dilapidated clothes 
overboard, and each man had sewed his blanket round his waist 
in the form of a petticoat. 

At length the man at the helm announced to the captain that 
the most dangerous rock was passed. Never shall I forget the 
sudden transition from anxiety to joy which appeared in the face 
of the kind-hearted captain when he heard the announcement. A 
moment before his eyes were filled with tears. He now literally 
danced for joy in the pool of water which still deluged the cabin. 
The sea was still high, but our principal danger was over. It may 
be imagined that unaccustomed to the sea, the scene was not 
without its terrors for me. In truth, I considered that my life was 
almost at an end, and the calm resignation I experienced surprised 
me under circumstances of such j>eril. We now, however, ventured 
to anticipate a safe return to England. The next morning, as 
soon as possible after the wind had abated, the hatches were 
opened, when the people below were found to be in a state of great 
exhaustion. It was surprising that they were all found alive. As 
large a ration of rum as could possibly be spared was served out 
to them, but little more could be done to alleviate their condition. 

We arrived at Portsmouth in six days after leaving Oporto, not 
however without having been in great danger of being lost in a fog 
off Usbant. An immense number of people mustered to see our 
liberators land from the hold, and certainly a more miserable- 
looking party was never assembled. There were probably not six 
hats amongst them, and scarcely as many shirts, and I fear that 
as each of them jumped ashore in his blanket-kilt the grinning . 
spectators were very far from being inspired by the exhibition 
with any sublime notions respecting Portuguese liberty and Queen 
Donna Maria. Each man received on landing hali-a-crown, a 
pint of beer and some bread and cheese, which was to carry him to 
London. They started immediately, having been ordered not to 
remain in the town. Myself, and a few others who possessed some 
slight resources, remained behind, and I saw nothing more of those 
who departed. One of my comrades, named Murphy (an Irishman), 
wrote to my father, stating that he had received a letter from me 
in Portugal, asking for some money. My father wrote in reply 
that I was a maSman and a Bedlamite, and if he possessed 
thousands of pounds, he would not send me a shilling. I had 
intended, if I could have got money, to have returned home ; but 
this letter altered my determination, and I decided to go on, if I 
ran the risk of shipwreck a hundred times over. Murphy next 
wrote to a friend of his in London, and obtained 2Z. I had 
previously lent him all the money I had (five shillings), and now 
shared his good luck. The horses in the Osprey were in a most 
pitiable state ; many of them had been killed in the storm, and the 
remainder were in a miserable condition. We learned that this 
vessel intended to go out again to Oporto, and that, as we were 
somewhat more respectable tiian the herd, we might go out in her 
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althougli tlie captain had no orders to take out any men. Wo 
were accommodated in the sailors' berths, and after a comparatively 
comfortable voyage we arrived off Oporto. 

On arrival the captain called us on deck, and directed' our 
attention to a cloud of smoke which hung over the town, and a 
peculiar looming noise in the distance, both of which, he said, 
denoted that an extensive engagement was at that moment 
proceeding. He said that he had little doubt of our being all shot if 
we went on shore, and kindly offered to take us back to Portsmouth if 
we wished to go. The fear of being shot, after escaping so many 
narrow chances of being drowned, had not much effect on us, and 
after warmly thanking the captain for his kindness, we determiaed 
to go on shore. "We were taken on shore lying flat in the bottom 
of a fishing-boat. We landed close to the Castle of San Juan, 
called the " Fez.** My companions were Murphy, a young man 
named Blondell, and an artist, whose name I forget, but who after- 
wards got a commission in the English battalion. All but myself 
had some little baggage. At the moment of our reacliing the shore 
I saw two persons in officers* uniform landing from another boat, 
and thinking my knowledge of French might be of service to them, 
I approached them. They were glad of my aid, as they knew not 
a word of the language. They told me that they wished to go to 
Oporto, and placed themselves under my guidance. I conducted 
them to the governor of the castle, who spoke French fluently, and 
immediately furnished us with a guide, in the person of an old 
artilleryman, who conducted us along the bank of the river, instead 
of by what I afterwards learnt to be the safer course — ** the road 
by Lordello." We were within almost pistol-shot of the Miguelite 
pickets, on the opposite side of the river. 

Having quietly followed our guide for about a quarter of a mile, 
we were rather startled by the report of a musket, on which the 
guide with great alacrity put his sugar-loaf hat under his arm and 
" bolted " without ceremony. Another shot or two followed, and we 
distinctly heard the balls whistle pass our heads, when we at length 
discovered that we were close to one of the enemy's pickets, who 
were taking a deliberate aim at us, having probably been induced 
to pay us this special attention by the fact of the officers being in 
uniform. We made for some large trees near at hand as quickly 
as we could, and at length got out of reach of the Miguelites by 
dodging from one tree to another. AVe saw no more of our guide. 
After walking about three miles we reached Oporto, where the 
Tambour-Major of the French battalion directed me to the square 
of St. Oviedo, where some of the English regiments were quartered. 
The officers wished to find Colonel Shaw, to whom they had 
introductions, and we fortunately soon met him, walking very lame 
however from a recent wound. I had been amused by the long 
beards I saw upon the Poi-tuguese soldiers, but that of Colonel 
Shaw quite eclipsed all of them, being of enormous length, and as 
fiery in appearance as the tail of a comet. 
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The officers having introduced themselves, talked with him for 
.. some time, after which they came back and asked whether they 
could not be of service to me after the assistance I had rendered 
them ; inquiring also what regiment I should like to belong to. I 
thanked them, and told them of my desire to enter the cavalry. 
One of them having returned to Colonel Shaw, in a few minutes 
the latter called to me, and inquired my name, connexions, &c. 
He said that he had known my step-mother at Plymouth when I 
was a little boy. He invited me in a kind way to open my mind 
to him, and said that if he could serve me he would willingly do 
so. After 1 had answered his questions, he told me that he would 
get me a commission in a short time if I would join his regiment 
as a volunteer. I respectfully declined, and told him my wish to 
join the Lancers. He told me, before leaving, to come to his 
quarters on the next evening, at a convent which he had converted 
into a barrack. He then told me that he had not been able to see 
Colonel Bacon, who commanded the Lancers, and again pressed me 
to enter his regiment of infantry, stating that he did not think I 
would have strength enough to whirl a lance. I still, however, 
maintained my determination to join the Lancers. I met with the 
master saddler of the Lancers, whom I had known at Portsmouth, 
who ffave me a bed, and behaved very hospitably. On the next 
morning I accompanied him to his stable, where I saw Colonel 
Bacon, to whom the saddler introduced me. He made the same 
inquiries as Colonel Shaw had done. When he heard that I had 
come from Maidstone, he told me to attend the parade in the after- 
noon and he would speak to me. I attended accordingly, and after 
talking to me he called an officer named Captain Griffiths, who had 
been at Maidstone, and asked him if he knew me. Captain 
Griffiths replied that he knew me well ; and Colonel Bacon imme- 
diately consigned me to his charge in his troop (the fourth) of the 
regiment of Lancers. 

Captain Griffiths, not only on this occasion but throughout the 
campaign, treated me in a most parental way. He was a brave, 
kind-hearted man, and a good soldier. He now offered me my 
choice of the regimental horses. I chose a handsome bay gelding, 
which, however, I had had but a very short time, when one of the 
staff officers took a fancy to it. I was quartered in the St. Oviedo 
barracks. The drilling was a rather curious affair. The recruits 
were each placed on a horse in a field, where a gate was set up as 
a leaping-bar ; after trotting round the field a few times, the riding- 
master, whip in hand, forced each horse over the bar, and that 
recruit who could keep his seat was considered a sufficiently good 
horseman to take the field. I had had in France the free use of my 
uncle's horses, and thought nothing of leaping hedges and ditches 
bareback, so that I was then an excellent horseman. I was con- 
sequently dismissed as perfect in a very few lessons. Those who 
held on by the ears of their horses probably were drilledfor a week 
longer. We were afterwards drilled in the lance and sword exercise 
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by Captain Griffiths, himself an excellent swordsman, lancer, and 
good disciplinarian. After having passed my drills, I was one day 
mnstered with the others for a sortie. 

We always knew from the briskness of the evening's bombard- 
ment when they intended to make an attack. The Emperor, Don 
Pedro, who was then at Oporto, always went on such occasions to 
the church at the bottom of the Eua da Eeinha, where he con- 
fessed, heard mass, received absolution, and whence he was escorted 
home. I went out with our troops in several sorties, but we were 
seldom actively engaged, being only taken out for a demonstration, 
and though we were very often fired at, very few of us got hit, and 
none killed. Indeed, if we except the passive duty of starvation, 
the Lancers had very little to do in Oporto. This passive duty was 
however, no trifling one to us. The enemy kept so strict a blockade 
that we were unable to get any fresh provisions, excepting, now 
and then, after a skirmisn. Our daily rations were reduced to two 
ounces of rice, two ounces of salt-fish, half-a-pint of port wine, and 
one ship biscuit, the latter being generally mouldy, and the salt- 
fish requiring to be soaked for twenty-four hours. The rice was 
generally good, and the wine excellent. We could always sell the 
biscuit for fourpence, the rice for three-halfpence, and the wine for 
threepence. Many of the soldiers, more particularly the old ones, 
sold their rations in order to procure more wine or ** aguadente," a 
sort of strong spirit. Many and ludicrous were the tricks to which 
we, as well as the inhabitants, were driven, to procure animal 
food. 

Previously to the siege the streets had been crowded by wild- 
lookiug cur-dogs, which belonged to nobody, lived on their own 
resources, and generally performed the duty of public scavengers 
to the city. The siege had not lasted long, however, before their 
ranks became visibly thinned, and the dogs themselves more sus- 
picious, for as the siege proceeded the price of a dog or cat had 
risen to half-a-crown. Fortunately, as the ranks became thinner, 
the remaining individuals, relieved from the pressure of high canine 
competition, became proportionally fatter; and however the fact 
may shock some fastidious reader, I can say from experience that 
a slice of dog, well peppered, ** devilled," and fried in a little oil or 
butter on the lid of one of our mess-tins, was a very luxurious 
repast in Oporto. A cat was deemed as great a treat as a rabbit ; 
but cats are cunning and very difficult to catch. Our general mode 
of dog-hunting was, I must confess, very unsportsmanlike. Those 
' of our horses^ which were killed by accident were invariably either 
eaten by the troops, or sold to the Portuguese ; but when any 
horse died from disease, its carcase was generally hauled into some 
open space for the use of the dogs. In such case, we used to drag 
it near to some wall behind which we might form an ambush with 
cocked pistols. When the dogs were well mustered, each man marked 
out his victim, and we fired in a volley, every man rushing out im- 
Anediately and securing his prize, if he happened to have killed one. 
t| VOL. I. c 
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It not unfrequently happened thatthe animals were merely wounded, 
and that four or five men might be seen running towards our 
quarters with wounded dogs tlirown over their shomders, kicking 
and squealing in a most lively fashion of canine remonstrance. In 
an hour, the dogs which had escaped our shot would have re- 
assembled ready for another onslaught. The proverb says that a 
living dog is better than a dead lion, and we thus often found a 
fresh-killed dog much more valuable than a glandered horse. 

The dogs having ** smelt powder " as often as the men, seemed 
to regard it with equal indifference. Our dogs being once got into 
our quarters, were considered the property of the troop — they were 
then skinned, quartered, and fairly divided — every man of the 
troop who wished, being considered entitled to a share. Cats were 
very difficult to procure. I shot several, but could scarcely ever 
secure one. The best mode of cooking cats and dogs is by stewing. 
A young cat stewed, is as tender and as sweet as a rabbit, 
for which, I have no doubt, they were often substituted by the 
" Eestaurateurs," who made money rapidly during the Siege of 
Oporto. The art of superior cookery is proverbial among the 
French, who were the first to utilize the canine species for food, as 
an alleviation to the almost starving thousands of helpless beings 
who were cooped up in the beleaguered city — and it is surprising, 
with the few condiments at hand, with what skill they produce 
really savourv dishes ! Many a hearty meal have I enjoyed at the 

?uarters of the French, as when passing about their dinner-hour 
would be hailed by them, by the appellation of " Petit Anglais 
Francais," by which I was generally known, — adding, "Yenez 
done, nous avons un bon Eag6ut de Chat." Another use which 
we made of the diseased horses, could only be justified perhaps by 
that necessity of living somehow, which acknowledges no law. 
The most fleshy portions of the carcase were out into little square 
pieces, to resemble the two ounce rations of beef served out to the 
soldiers. The people of Oporto, who suffered at least as much as 
the troops from the scarcity of food, would generally try to tempt 
the corporal who took the rations to the men's quarters, to sell 
them by the wav. A sergeant or corporal would carry some of 
these pieces with a business-like step, along one of the principal 
streets, looking from time to time with an eye of satisfaction at his 
burden as if enjoying it by anticipation. I grieve to say that the 
British Legion never wanted a sergeant or corporal to enact this 
fraud, which scarcely ever failed of success. The money thus gained 
was generally expended in " cabbage soup," a compound of cabbage 
and hog*s-lard, sold at the Oporto eating-houses. The dogs even 
of the colonel and other officers, all gradually found their way into 
the mess tins of the soldiers. One quartermaster had an English 
terrier, which was kept in a state of pampered plumpness, wnich 
doubtless, accelerated his fate — he had probably been long eyed 
with envy by the gaunt soldiers as a useless pensioner on chips 
from men's rations. He one night disappeared, and doubtless went 
tliA way of all dog flesh in Oporto. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Foraging in a besieged town — Jack the Mi^uelite — The biter bit — Strata- 
gems to raise the wind — Lieutenant Hippersley — Experiences in 
Hospital — Explosive missiles — ^Narrow escape of Colonel Bacon's two 
children — Don Pedro's- confessor — Don Pedro's vigilance — A military 
execution — Lady Charlotte Bacon — ^A deserter from the enemy — 
Scarcity of fire- wood. 

The only two bullocks in Oporto were under the charge of the 
Scotch Brigade, who carefully set a guard on them every night. 
One morning one of them had disappeared, leaving no trace of his 
destination. Black mail was similarly levied on the unfortunate 
inhabitants. Every night, parties of officers and men might be 
met on marauding expeditions to the premises of some fortunate 
Portuguese, who might on the previous day have been found in 
possession of a goose, or probably a pig, which was generally 
obtained by one or other of the questionable stratagems which are 
said to be equally permissible in love and in war. Of course all 
sorts of vegetables were in great request, and garden robbing was 
sometimes an achievement of some consequence to the following 
day's dinner. One night, I and another lancer having been placed 
on stable guard, determined to attempt to steal some fine cabbages 
which were growing in a neighbouring garden belonging to a wine- 
shop keeper, whom the troops had nicknamed ** Jack the Miguel- 
ite. I had scaled the wall, and had thrown over it some half- 
dozen of the finest cabbages, when I heard old Jack's chamber 
window open, and also the cocking of a musket. I crawled down 
behind the ridge on which the cabbages were growing. Jack had 
evidently seen me, and immediately fired in the direction of the spot 
where I was lying, and then reloaded. I did not quite like my 
position, but it would have been more dangerous to have tried to 
escape than to remain till he had shot. I remained quiet until he 
had fired, when I scrambled a few yards nearer the waU. He fired 
again, probably at the same spot, for I heard the ball strike the 
earth more distinctly than before. At each shot he called out in 
Portuguese, " Will you have any more P " I allowed him in this 
case to have all the best of the argument, for it may be readily 
conceived I gave him no reply. As he was within a few yards of 
me when he fired, I considered myself very lucky not to have been 
hit; and fancying that I had obtained cabbages enough at the price 
we were paymg for them, I made for the wall directly, as I had 
heard him shut his window. He evidently caught signt of me, for 
he fired again with his usual challenge just as I had well cleared 
the wall. Having put the cabbages into a sack, I took them into 
a stable, where they were securely hidden — the door of the stable 
having been fastened by placing a large stone against it inside. 

c 2 
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One man only had for some time had charge of that stable ; but one 
night a horse had been stolen from it, and two men had since been 
placed there, with directions to keep strict watch, and to have a 
lamp constantly burning. 

We now lay qniet in the litter, armed with short cndgels. "We 
had not lain long before we heard some person attempting to force 
the door, without saying a word. After a few efforts, we saw Jack 
the Mij^elite put his head through the doorway and look round, 
but evidently ne did not see us. When we saw the old rat com- 
pletely in our trap, we sallied out and began to belabour him 
with our cudgels, crying out at each stroKe, his own inquiry, 
" "Will you have any more ? " and raising the cry of " Thieves, 
thieves ! " pretending that we believed that he had come to steal one 
of the horses. ' 

After fumbling about the door for some time. Jack managed to 
get out, but returned not long afterwards, accompanied by the 
Captain of the Guard, to whom he had complained of the thert and 
the beating. 

The captain came, of course, to make inquiries, but our account 
was so satisfactory, and old Jack's MigueHte tendencies so 
notorioQS, that the inquiry terminated by the captain reprimanding 
him for his injurious suspicions respectmg our honesty, and com- 
mending our fidelity in keeping sucn strict watch over the horses. 
"We found that he had complained of our stealing his cabbages, but 
had not said a word about firing at me in the garden. 

On the next day, the troop had a glorioas repast on cabbage 
soup at the expense of old Jack, and a stray cat wnich had ** fallen 
in " very appropriately. Of course the whole troop were soon made 
aware of nis having shot at me, and we took a curious mode of 
avenging ourselves. As he kept a wine-shop opposite our barracks, 
many oi our troopers frequented it. A party of seven or eight 
would walk into the wine-shop and order a quart of wine. The old 
crab would insist on hearing the chink of money in our pockets, 
before he would draw it. The wine was drawn from a large cask, 
about six feet high, which stood in the public wine-room. One 
side of the cask was about a foot from the walls, and out of sight of 
the inner room, into which he always retired after serviM the wine, 
keeping his eye watchfully on the tap of the cask. One of our 
troop, having provided himself with a gimlet and a vent peg, 
managed to bore a hole in the hidden side of the cask, and to draw 
out abont three quarts for every one that we paid for. It is but 
justice to ourselves to state, however, that we invariably made old 
Jack take "a long pull and a strong pull" at each quart as he brought 
it in, and that we always highly extolled its potency and flavour. 
"We so often drank his health in his own wine during several weeks, 
that I believe he imagined the " Lancers da Eainha " were amongst 
the best fellows in the world. The vent-hole served our purpose, 
the carrying out of which he never discovered. 

One of the ingenious modes of procuring a dinner from the enemy 
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was that of going out to be " shot at." Somebody, after stable-hours, 
would cry out, " Who'll go out to be shot at P " when twenty merry 
voices would respond to the invitation. We enjoyed nothing more 
in Oporto than this amusement. There was a turnip-field on the 
Lordello side of Oporto, which was commanded by one of the 
Miguelite batteries, whose garrison fired on every person who 
attempted to get the turnips. Our party would regiilarly form and 
march into the turnip-field, in which we immediately pretended to 
be gettiog turnips, taking care, however, to keep close to the brink 
of a not very deep trench. The distance of the commanding battery 
from this field enabled a person to count four between the flash of 
the gun and the arrival of the nine-pounder shot, which was always 
discharged from it. Although apparently engaged in getting up 
the turnips, every one of us kept his eye fix^ on the battery. 
Whenever one of us saw the flash he gave the word " down," and 
we instantly jumped into the trench. The shot would then strike 
the palisade of our own battery and ricochet sometimes into the 
trench, when each of us would spring up with alacrity to evade 
being hit by the bounding shot, which would then be chased by all 
of us, and a general scramble be made after it was spent or had 
buried itself in the earth. Each ball, when caught, was chalked 
with the initials of the fortunate capturer. The partv then had 
time to resume turnip-picking before another ball was nred, and it 
frequently happened that we secured by this sport two or thr^e 
shots each, which we sold for ninepence a shot at one of our batteries, 
and then purchased a luxurious repast of cabbage soup with the 
monej so dangerously earned. 

This novel expedient of "raising the wind,'* however, greatly 
irritated the Portuguese officer in command of our battery, on 
account of the damage done to the palisade by the shot He swore 
at us not a little between each shot from the enemy's battery, and 
called us " Diables d'Engleses," and that he would certainly report 
us to Don Pedro. Whether he did so to him or to Colonel Bacon, I 
know not ; we never, however, were interfered with. Certain it is 
that the manoeuvre cost the Miguelites considerably more than it 
benefitted us, and advanced our cause both ways. What was still 
more satisfactory was, that I never knew any one hurt in this 
volunteering to be shot at. 

In addition to the difficulties of procuring food for ourselves, we 
had that of getting fire- wood, and also forage for our horses, a rather 
dangerous service. A shop-shutter would sell for about fifteen 
shilfings for fire- wood. Our tire- wood parties generally took place at 
night. We stole all the loose doors and shutters that we could lay 
hands on, and sold them. The Lancers were removed from St. 
Oviedo to Eua da Rainha, and we were now within gunshot of the 
enemy's pickets on Mount Cavallo, from whom bullets daily entered 
the windows of our barrack-room. So badly were we off for fire- 
wood that parties of infantry and some of our regiment went daily 
between the lines to cut trees or get anything they could. An 
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attempt of this sort was seldom made without seven or eight fine 
fellows being brought in dead or wounded. One of our officers in 
charge of one of these foraging parties (Comet Poole) lost his life 
thus. The French soldiers, and I believe also the Scotch, suffered 
severely on this desperate sei^vice. The cavalry had to get forage 
for their horses out of the same district, where they cut growing 
wheat, barley, grass, or anything which they could eat. As the 
beans which were served out for the horses frequently found their 
way into the mess-tins of the men, we felt bound in conscience to 
do our best for the poor animals. 

In these foraging expeditions we were each furnished with a 
sickle or reaphook, and a surcingle or forage-cord. In walking to 
the points of our destination on these occasions we were pretty 
certain to have one or other of the party hit by the enemy, who 
were so close to us that we could distinguish their faces. On one 
of our expeditions in search of stray pigs, we ascertained that there 
were several fields of standing com near the Red House Battery, 
Having given information thereof to Lieutenant Hippersley of our 
troop, he ordered us to turn out as usual in watenng order. He, 
however, mostly headed foraging parties himself in review order, 
with sword, pistol, and pouch belt. On these occasions sometimes 
severe struggles for this corn took place between parties of Portu- 
guese artillerymen and detachments of the Lancers, which occa- 
sionally ended even in loss of life. Lieutenant Hippersley asked 
me to cut a bundle of com for his horse, which he said he would 
carry home before him on the saddle. We turned our horses into 
one field to forage for themselves, whilst we began to cut the com 
in the next field. An officer came down, attended by two men with 
fixed bayonets, from the Red House Battery. The lieutenant, seeing 
them approach, told us to cut away at the corn as fast as we 
could, as they had three or four fields to cross before they could 
reach us. Seeing this, they came down in double quiet time. 
Hippersley was standing coolly with folded arms watching our 
work, when the Portuguese officer demanded if he was the officer in 
command of those men ? He replied quietly that he was. 

" Then," rejoined the Portuguese, " I have orders to fire on any 
person who touches that wheat." 

** Have you ? " inquired Hippersley. " Where is your order." 

He replied, " I have orders from the Emperor." 

Hippersley turned to one of the men and said, " Just fetch me 
my pistols.' He then told me to stop, but as he winked his eye at 
the same moment we kept on at work. 

The lieutenant held the officer in conversation respecting the order, 
which the latter said he had not brought with him. One of the 
Portuguese soldiers at this time, cocked his piece and presented the 
bayonet at my left breast, whilst I was cutting com on one knee. 
The man brought Hippersley's pistols, and the latter coolly loaded 
one of them with a cartridge. 

" Yat are you going to do vith dat ? " asked the officer. 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 23 

* I don't know yet/* was the reply. 

Whilst this was doing, the officer had told Hippersley that he 
would certainly give his men the order to Sre if he aid not stop onr 
work, and I began to feel my position with the cocked piece at my 
breast to be anything but comfortable, so I suddenly knocked up 
the piece with one hand, with the exclamation, ** Diahle t what will 
you do now ? " at the same time flourishing my reaj>ing-hook, with 
which I could easily have killed the fellow had I desired. 

The Portuguese officer then began to represent and explain that 
the com we were cutting was not food for horses, but for men — ^that 
we might at least be satisfied with what we had already cut, &c. 
Hippersley told him to bear in mind that Englishmen were not 
commg to Portugal to be either starved themselves, or to have their 
horses starved, whilst there was anything to be got to feed them 
with. After some further conference, we compromised the matter 
by taking off what we had got, and promising not to go to the same 
place again — Hippersley giving his card, and making himself re- 
sponsible for any unpleasant consequences to the officer. This 
little incident had the effect of showing that Englishmen were not to 
be easily bullied. The suffering of these privations, and the eating, 
almost exclusively, of salt provisions, affected nearly all the recruits 
with scurvy, and I was so badly attacked, that it became necessary 
for me to go into one of the hospitals. One fine fellow there haa 
been wounded in the ankle by a shell, and his leg was amputated in 
the presence of several military surgeons. The duty of holding the 
patient's limb devolved on me. The poor fellow bore the operation 
without a groan. To pacify the patient's anxiety. Colonel Bacon told 
him that he would pay him his pension himself, if he failed to get 
it of the Portuguese (jovemment. He was put to bed, but was 
found a corpse the next morning — a pool of blood under his bed 
showing that he had died from the imperfect tying up of one of the 
blood-vessels. Never shall I forget the thrill which I experienced, 
when the severed, dead, heavy limb of the poor fellow was suddenly 
left in my hands ; the sensation instantly impelled me to cast it 
away. 

At the same place a poor Portuguese lad of fourteen also 
suffered amputation, having been wounded in the thigh by one of 
the musket-balls, which were fljring about pretty plentifully in 
this quarter of Oporto — indeed, little security existed that any one 
of the inhabitants might not in crossing the street be hit by a 
musket-ball, or whilst asleep at night be blown into the air by a 
shell. Scores of men and women, and even children, were killed 
by the shells that fell in this city — the p*eater number of whom 
were, certainly, the unfortunate inhabitants. The falling and 
bursting of shells necessarily at first produced great terror among 
the townsfolk. It is in truth a somewhat startling thing to hear 
and see these destructive missiles. Persons who have had the 
misfortune to become experienced in such matters, can readily 
distinguish the difference between the sound of a cannon-ball and 
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shell. The hiss of a ball is " short, sharp, and decisive ; " and the 
man aimed at always considers himself happy when he hears it, 
because then, the danger is over. Not so with the shell; the 
sound of an approaching shell may best be imitated by a person 
pronouncing the word " wish," in a prolonged whisper, which may 
be heard for several seconds by all persons near where it is likely 
to fall. The mode of avoiding it as adopted by the inhabitants, 
was to fall prostrate on the ground wherever they might happen 
to be, whether the place was clean or dirty, and there remain till 
after the explosion. Amongst the many thousands of shells 
which were fired into Oporto, whilst I was there, I did not hear 
an instance of any one having been hit point blank by one, in 
which case he would, of course, have been shattered to pieces. 
The shells principally injured people by scattering about their 
own fragments, and the materials of houses into which they fell. 
They seldom hurt anybody lying down when they fell in the 
streets, or against the massive stone walls of the houses, as they 
always exploded upwards. It sometimes happened, however, that 
one fell tnrough a roof whilst the inmates of the house were at 
meals, or in bed, and thus killed or wounded several persons. I 
was one night sleeping in a room in the St. Oviedo barracks, with 
as many of m}** compatriots as could easily be accommodated on 
the floor, when we were awakened by a severe jolt, and presently 
afterwards we heard a great explosion. On getting a light, we 
found the house filled with dust and smoke, and discovered that a 
shell had burst under the foundation of the building — it had 
passed fortunately through an unoccupied part of the floor on 
which we were sleeping, and had thus jerked us all np as I have 
described. I remember one day passing through tne street in 
which Colonel Bacon resided, and upon a flight of steps leading to 
the front entrance to the house were two children at play (a boy 
and a girl) when, at that instant, I heard the sound of one of these 
missiles approaching. Anticipating danger, I instantly sprang 
forward, seized each child by the arm, and rushed into the house, 
slamming back the massive door with my foot. The shell ex- 

Eloded at the same moment on the stone pavement outside the 
ouse, but without doing any mischief— the children the mean- 
while screaming most lustily — doubtless, greatly frightened at 
the rough and unceremonious treatment they had received from a 
stranger. These two children, I afterwards ascertained, were the 
son and daughter of Colonel and Lady Charlotte Bacon; and 
many years afterwards, in South Australia, I further learnt that 
both of them died at an early age. The sufferings of the inhabi- 
tants during this calamitous siege were almost indescribable — 
particularly of the women and children. Some of the most 
delicately reared and educated females of Oporto, would boldly 
carry ammunition for the soldiers, or lint and bandages to dress 
their wounds as the wounded were brought in, whenever a sortie 
took place; whilst other women, still more intrepid, but of less 
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exalted station, would carry small casks, slung over their shoulders, 
tilled with aguadente, almost into the heat of the engagement, 
where they would sell their drams, on credit, to the men under 
fire. They found plenty of willing customers, many of whom, a 
few minutes after swaUowiDg tGeir aguadente, paid this and 
every other debt by the sacrifice of their lives. I, one morning, 
was the first who entered the cookin&r-house of our barracks, and 
there discovered the body of a poor woman dead and cold, with an 
infant at her breast. She had evidently crept into that place to 
protect herself, by the remains of our fire, from the cold of a 
Portugese winter's night, and her emaciated and haggard 
appearance told too fearfully the tale of her sufferings. She was 
reduced to a mere skeleton, and had evidently been starved to 
death. Her body was exposed at the gate of the square according 
to the Portuguese custom, and passers-by threw money on it, with 
which to procure masses for the repose of her soul. A con- 
siderable quantity of small coin had been thus collected, when an 
English soldier, probably himself half starved, and possibly 
believing that the money would be much better employed in 
succouring the living than in the performance of superstitious 
mummery over the dead, grabbed a handful of it and ** bolted " 
into the barracks. Such an act must have appeared to so priest- 
ridden a people as the Portuguese a gross outrage on all decency, 
and about a dozen pursued him with their knives. He would 
certainly have been stabbed if they had caught him, but he was a 
good runner and escaped. The authorities offered \l. each for 
such of the large shells as could be secured without explosion, 
on account of the gunpowder. They would sometimes fall in the 
roads and square, and entering the ground, scoop a hollow about 
ten feet long, reappear and bound along its surface like a cricket- 
ball. Some danger was incurred by the recruits, though happily 
none were injured, by the attempt to secure these running shells, 
in the supposition that the fuse ' of the shell had been destroyed 
by its passage through the earth. This seldom happened ; and it 
once or twice occurred, that a shell would explode just as its 
pursuer was about to seize it. These large shells were only dis- 
charged from one bomb cannon, the great " Joan de Paulo," but 
after a time this great mortar burst, killing several Miguelite 
officers and men — I scarcely need say, to the great joy of the 
soldiers and inhabitants of Oporto. Of course, there were many 
Miguelites in Oporto, who <fid all they could to assist the be- 
siegers. It was ascertained that lights were placed by Miguelites in 
certain parts of the city, as a mark for the enemy's shells at night. 
Consequently a general " Couvre Feu'* order was ^ven, directing 
that all lights should be extinguished at a certain hour in the 
evening. If a light was seen in any window, any sentinel might 
send a bullet through it, to enforce attention to the command, 
" put out your light.*' Every lanthorn was demolished which 
any person attempted to carry across St. Oviedo Square. Many 
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of the Miguelites were detected making signals to the enemy by 
day as well. 

I was one day passing the church where Don Pedro usually 
attended mass, and saw Don Pedro's confessor gesticulating to the 
enemy from the steeple. Two English foot soldiers instantly shot 
at him, but without effect. He immediately came down, and as 
the battery to which he was signalling had never been opened on 
the town before, but had that morning thrown into it a large 
quantity of shot and shell, the populace were ready to tear him to 
pieces. He was at once dragged before Don Pedro, who, however, 
refused to believe that so iutimate a friend as the confessor was, 
could possibly betray him, and ordered his release. The priest 
disappeared during the night. Probably he either went over to the 
enemy or was privately assassinated. 

Don Pedro adopted the judicious practice of prowling about at 
night, inspecting the posts and batteries when he was least 
expected. One night he found the guns of a battery under charge 
of two Portuguese and a Frenchman to have been " spiked." It 
was expected that an attack was to have been made on that 
point on the next day. Had such been the case, and this battery 
proved to have been unserviceable, probably every soldier in Oporto 
would have been slaughtered, as the "Black Flag," indicating 
" No Quarter," had been exhibited from the Miguelite batteries for 
months. These men were tried before a court martial, and 
sentenced to be shot. 

On May 11th the youngest soldiers were drawn up forming three 
sides of a square ; the culprits being i^laced in the fourth side, and 
opposite to them the firing party, on the Campo Cedofeita, within 
sight of the Miguelite batteries. The condemned men were accom- 
panied by priests ; they had been, as usual with such malefactors, 
?ermitted to have whatever they liked to eat or drink. The two 
Portuguese appeared to be absorbed in their devotions, and each 
held a crucifix in his hand ; but the Frenchman was intoxicated. 
The latter, on the word being given to fire, threw up his cap, and 
shouted " Yiva Don Miguel." In the next minute the fatal volley 
had stretched all three motionless on the ground. We were aU 
marched past them in single file, and ordered to look on them — ^I 
presume as a warning. I must say, that the sight of their bleeding, 
steaming bodies filled me with intense horror and disgust. I had, 
young as I was, seen death in many shapes, but I had never before 
seen it inflicted deliberately and in cold blood. They were buried 
where they fell. On the same night some g[reen boughs were 
planted over their graves by some of the Miguelites of Oporto. 

A circumstance occurred during the execution, which showed 
the animus of some of the Miguelites. When the square was first 
drawn up, a musket-shot was heard, the bullet from which whizzed 
over the heads of those assembled, but happily hit nobody. 
Several of our men ran in the direction from wtiich the shot was 
fired, and in a field in the rear of that in which we were assembled, 
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they found the comrade of the French prisoner with a recently 
discharged mnsket in his hand. He was conveyed to prison, but I 
know not what became of him afterwards. The unwearied activity 
of Don Pedro, during the siege, astonished every one. He generally 
visited the principal batteries and reconnoitred the streets every 
night, coming on the sentinels and marauding parties when they 
least expected him. On one occasion I was engaged in a marauding 
excursion with nine or ten others, when we encountered Don 
Pedro. On being challenged, one of the party told him that we 
were on the look-out for pigs, dogs, cats, or anything eatable that 
we could catch, as we were naif-starved. He told us that he was 
sorry he could not provide for us better, but that it was wholly out 
of his power, and we continued our search unmolested. By Don 
Pedro's continued vigilance, the sentinels were kept to their duty, 
for they had no certainty that he would not suddenly drop upon 
them at any moment. For ourselves, fortunately, the Lancers had 
very little active service during the siege of Oporto, excepting 
accompanying Colonel Bacon, or some other oflGlcer of the regiment, 
to inspect the " lines " and furnish picquets. 

On one special occasion the colonel ordered our troop out, and 
after inspection, &c., gave the word, " files right, walk, march." 
He then led us through the street in which he lived, and, upon 
reaching his residence. Lady Charlotte (his wife) issued from the 
"porte-cochere" and joined him, mounted on a highly-spirited 
horse (a bay), which she rode and managed with perfect grace and 
ease. Her figure was perfectly sylph-like, and, in my young 
imagination, she was the most beautiful creature I had ever beheld ; 
and it was to me perfectly marvellous that such a delicately reared, 
and lovely woman, accustomed to every comfort and luxury at 
home, could voluntarily resign herself to submit to the horrors, 
dangers, and hardships of a besieged town — with what devotion 
and love for her brave husband, must she have been inspired ! ^ 

We then proceeded towards the " Hues, " and upon reaching a 

1 1 may here remark that Lady Charlotte Bacon was the second daughter 
of the (fourth) Earl of Oxford, and was one of Lord Byron's celebrated 
beauties, to whom he dedicated the lines in ** Childe Harold's Pilgrimage," 
a portion of which runs thus : — 

TO lANTHE. 

Not in those climes where I have late been staying. 

Though beauty long hath there been matchless deem'd ; 

Not in those visions to the heart displaying 

Forms which it sighs but to have only dream'd, 

Bath aught like thee in truth or fancy seem'd ; 

Nor having seen thee, shall I vainly seek 

To paint those charms which varied as they beam'd ; 

To such as see thee not my words were weak ; 

To those who gaze on thee what language could they speak P 
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slight eminence the colonel ordered us to " halt." He then can- 
tered up the rise with her ladyship, when suddenly, on reaching 
the summit, a picquet of the enemy opened fire upon them, 
fortunately without hitting either. Seeing the danger to which 
they were exposed, the colonel quickly turned his horse aside, and 
leaped him over a high stone wall, her ladyship's horse also 
clearing it at the same time. The colonel then gave us the order 
to follow. Our attempt at leaping was most ludicrous, and I 
remember afforded Lady Charlotte much merriment. The picquets 
we furnished were generally for service at Lordello, a hainlet 
between Oporto and St. John's. Colonel Shaw held this post 
with his Scotch regiment for many months, although with the 
most murderous loss. Night after night these brave fellows were 
perpetually harassed by parties of the Miguelites. They fre- 
quently had to turn out en eJiemiae, having had only time to put 
on their belts, but they never failed to beat back the enemy, 
although frequently with fearful loss. I was one night on picket 
duty close to a high wall, within four hundred yards of the picket 
of tne enemy. The principal amusement of the respective pickets 
at this post, being that of abusing each other tnroughout the 
night, varied by a random shot at each other in reply to some 
otherwise unanswerable insult. Whilst sitting on my horse, I 
could just see over this wall. I had been out with foraging 
parties on the two previous nights, and felt excessively tired. The 
noise of the violent surf on the sea- shore prevented my hearing 
anything else very distinctly, and drowsiness gradually overcame 
me till 1 fell asleep, when I was awakened by a smart tap on my 
" chaco." On looking up, I observed what appeared to me to be 
an immense giant, and my first impulse was to run him through 
with my lance ; but he instantly told me, in broken English, that 
he was a deserter. He told me that I was no good soldier for having 
slept on my post, and that he could have killed me if he had 
thought proper, at the same time presenting me with a huge piece 
of bread out of his haversack. I attended much less promptly to 
the reproach than to the bread, which I very rapidly devoured. 
The officer of the picket came up, and I delivered to him the de- 
serter, whom I saw no more. I should here mention that cavalry 
are never likely to be so watchful on picket as infantry. The 
mounted man is much more likely to fall asleep, for he knows . that 
his horse will always become restless on tne approach of the 
mounted officer of the picket, and awaken him. The int'antiy man 
has no such assistance in escaping the consequences of falling 
asleep. Had I been found by the officer sleeping on my post, I 
should probably have been tried and shot. 

Before I had been long in Oporto, our regiment was one day 
paraded after stable duty by Colonel Bacon, who told us that as 
manj brave men as po3sible were wanted on rather a dangerous 
■^rvice, and asked who would volunteer. Whereupon about fifty of 

came forward. We turned out that night as a sort of reserved 
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gnard to several hundred persons who were working in making 
two batteries on two hills near to the Red House battery. We 
were paid fourpence each per man for this extra service, which we 
received verjr joyfully as a means of procuring cabbage soup. On 
the second night we were placed to work in the trenches, where we 
found, similarly engaged, some of the principal inhabitants of 
Oporto, who were diggmg most patriotically. Our volunteer party 
was regularly afterwards divided into two parties, one of whom 
worked and the other watched each night alternately. The enemy 
all this time were firing away at us continually from a battery 
opposite, from which, however, they could only bring one gun to 
bear on us. Fortunately none of the volunteer party were hit, 
and the affair was so spiritedly carried out that by daybreak on 
the first morning the Miguelites were greatly surprised to find a 
new battery nearly formed. Our last day*s duty having been per- 
formed, and our last volunteer fourpence duly received, we were 
returning to quarters in high glee at our good fortune in having 
escaped tiie balls that had been whizzing about our ears during the 
last week, when we met the saddler of our corps proceeding with 
some others to see what had been done, when he was struck by a 
cannon-ball in the forehead and killed instantaneously, when only a 
few yards' distance from us. It was a curious " chance of war " 
that all who volunteered to fill the post of danger, should have 
escaped with impunity ; whilst this unlucky man, who had often 
refused to volunteer, was killed when the danger was apparently 
over. In Mount Cavallo, the Miguelite prisoners were made to 
work in the most exposed parts, always dressed in red. They were 
generally known to their countrymen and seldom fired on, but I 
saw several killed. 

Great difficulty existed in landing stores at St. John's, on 
account of the surf. I was once sent to bring some horses on 
shore from a ship outside the bar ; we were kept out for about a 
week, not being able to re-land. During this time I fared most 
sumptuously on bread, beef, &c., some of which I brought on shore 
for my comrades. On the night of April 8th, 1833, we went to 
rest as usual in our quarters in the Bua da Eainha, nothing un- 
nsual having occurred during the dav. On rising the next morn- 
ing, we were surprised to find that the battery on Mount Cavallo, 
which commanded that part of the town, and could have demo- 
lished it in a few hours, had been battlemented during the night. 
Thousands of men must have been employed in these works, which 
were very extensive. The whole city was thrown into consterna- 
tion. All our batteries which commanded this opened upon it 
with shot and shell, the gunnery being excellent. On this day 
(April 9th) we were commanded to muster in field-day order, and 
the bustle of all departments indicated that something serious was 
about to take place. We drew up in the Rua da Rainha, and 
remained there during the greater part of the day. Whilst we 
•were there, several shots were directed towards us, one of which 
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with a 3 lb. ball killed a mule in our immediate vicinity ; but for- 
tunately none of the Lancers were bit whilst we were here waiting. 
The Cavallo battery was stormed at an early hour. All the 
infantry (about 600 men) were mustered, and commanded by the 
Duke of Ferceira and Colonel Pachaco attacked this battery, 
which was occupied by some 2000 men. They advanced up the 
hill with the greatest coolness and steadiness, and took the battery 
at the point of the bayonet. It was said that about 6(X) 
Miguelites were put hors de comhatj a much larger number than 
the killed and wounded of the Pedroites, who still suffered very 
severely ; indeed, this was generally the case in all the affairs that 
took place. Colonel Bacon passed me whilst saddling my horse, 
giving me his to hold, whilst lie joined a group of officers at a 
battery which commanded a view of the attack. I retired with 
the horse under cover of a wall, as I was just in the line of the 
Miguelite fire, the bullets of which struck the gable end of a house 
behind me as thickly as the large drops of a thunder shower 
during the attack. 

Our troops had gained the battery, but it appeared nearly as 
great a difficulty to keep as to gain it, for the Miguelites mustered 
m great force on the following day and tried to recapture it. 
Finding our men firm, however, they gave up the attempt, and re- 
tired a mile or two from the Mount. As soon as possible one of 
bur heavy guns was placed with great labour in the battery and 
brought to bear on the Miguelites. The latter had occupied the 
village of Clutes, and, when they retired, our fellows took posses- 
sion of all the movables of their quarters as lawful prizes — tables, 
chairs, doors, bins, shelves, &c., found their way into Oporto, and 
were converted, with magical celerity, into cabbage soup. On one 
occasion I had myself secured an immense door, under which I 
was staggering into Oporto, thinking of the meal it was to pro- 
cure for me, when I was delDarred from entrance into the town by 
the Portuguese sentinels, under pretence that they had orders not 
to let any one pass with wood. Finding remonstrance unavailing, 
I placed my door on the ground and lay down npon it, like some 
of my comrades. We pertinaciously remained there several hours, 
when they admitted us all, calling us " Diables Ingleses." Their 
object was doubtless to obtain possession of the wood themselves. 
We used invariably to break up the things which we obtained in 
this way, for we found we could get half as much more for them 
in a broken state than when whole. 

This repulse of the Miguelites laid open to us many acres of 
good foraging-ground in the gardens and fields adjoining Clutes. 
Although the enemy had drawn back their pickets, still they were 
always prowling about the locality, shooting from ambush any of 
our stragglers, and sometimes even picking off a vedette. I was 
several tunes fired at in this way whilst cutting grass for the 
horses. On one occasion I was standing near one of our vedettes, 
when a ball whizzed close past my head. I snatched up titie 
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vedette's gun, and had a shot or two at a fellow whom I saw scam- 
pering off, but did not manage to hit him. At aD other time, 
having cleaned myself after ** stables," I took a walk, and was 
amnsing myself by observing, from one of the batteries, the relief 
of one of the Miguelite cavalry pickets, when a ball whizzed past 
my head so closely that a side lock of my hair, which was rather 
long, was cut off by it, and fell on my shoulder and chest, the ball 
afterwards striking the bark off one of the trees which formed a 
stockade. I turned instantly in the direction from whence the shot 
came, and saw the man who had fired it coolly reloading his piece. 
I was also somewhat surprised, on turning my head, to see Don 
Pedro with one of his aides-de-camp, both mounted, close behind 
me. Don Pedro looked at my dissevered hair, and smiled. They 
both then slowly trotted off. The ball had undoubtedly been in- 
tended for our Emperor, which had very nearly fallen to the lot 
of one of his most devoted adherents. I immediately followed the 
Emperor's example, and must say that I never sought a quiet 
walk again in that direction. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Form one of a detachment and qait Oporto — Embark on board the Admirars 
ship — Sir Charles Napier — Troops land in the Algarves and attack 
Cacellas — ^Admiral first in enemy's battery— Lancers land at 
Tavira, thence proceed to Faro — A specific for destroying vermin — 
Captare of the Miguelite fleet — A surprise and masterly retreat — 
Captain Griffiths — ^A cowardly assault — Barbarous murder of a picket 
— ^A retaliation — A skirmish with Guerillas — Engagement near St.Ubes 
— Ketreat of the enemy. 

In the following June the Lancers had several musters, at which 
the best and steadiest men were picked out, as if for some particular 
service. I happened to be one of 300 who were on one occasion so 
selected, and was made corporal, which promotion increased my 
pay from fourpence, to fivepence halfpenny per day I It had been 
whispered about for some time, that an expedition was about to 
leave the town, but its destination was kept a profound secret. 
Each of these 300 picked men had their kits replenished, and were 
completely accoutred. We turned out in full marching order, on 
the 19th of June, and were marched to St. John's. Before we 
started, however, we were drawn up on parade and addressed by 
Colonel Bacon in St. Oviedo Square. He told us that we were 
picked men, very fine fellows, &c., and expressed his hope that we 
should behave ourselves well in the face of the enemy, and thus do 
honour to ourselves, our regiment, and our country ; and finally, 
that he would not fail to reward us if we behaved well! Thjs 
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looked serions. Onr friends shook hands with ns, and the words 
" files right/* and " walk, march," hayino^ been given by Captain 
Griffiths, who commanded ns, we tnmeu onr bs^ks npon Oporto. 
Having arrived at 8t. John's, we gave np onr horses to men who 
had baen sent to take them bacK to Oporto, and onr kits and 
accoutrements were deposited on the roadside at the entrance to the 
village. We waited several hours, expecting our summons to 
embark. Night at length came, bnt no snmmons. Our officers laj 
down to sleep on the floor of an "agnadeote shop,'* and as to 
ourselves, we placed onr heads on onr saddles, wrapped ourselves 
np in our cloaks and blankets, and " bivouacked " on the roadside. 
We had calculated on having to go throngh sharp work, and 
determined to get sleep whenever we could snatch it. I awoke in 
the middle of the night, having slept soundly, bnt on opening my 
eyes, I was horrified to find that all my comrades were gone ! I 
saw some of them going away at a distance. I snatched up my 
kit, saddle, &c., and ii^tantly endeavoured to follow them, but 
weak and emaciated as I was, I could scarcely stagger along nnder 
the weight. I followed in the direction my comrades had gone, to 
the sands, when to my surprise, not one of them was to be seen. 
I walked backwards and forwards on the sand for fully an hour, 
fearing that they had embarked and left me behind them. I was 
in a state of great anxiety, bnt did not dare to call out, for I was 
within musket-shot of the Mignelite sand battery. Having 
wandered about for abont an hoar, when I was lucky enough to 
meet with a Portugnese who directed me to a convent at St. J<Min% 
in the halls and corridors of which our party had found com- 
paratively comfortable quarters. I reported myself to Captain 
Griffiths, telling him where I had been, when ne gave me some 
wine, and told me that two Frenchmen had also been missed, and 
that I had better go and look after them with ;a lantern. 1 
returned to the place where I had lost myself, and searched for 
them for an honr, bnt inefiectually. I then retnmed. They came 
in the morning much exhausted, for the night was wet and stormy, 
and they had slept on the exposed sands. We remained at this 
convent all next day, when Colonel Bacon, and many of our 
comrades came over to see us, as they believed, for the last time, 
for we all expected some sharp service, althonffh none of ns knew 
of what nature it was likely to be. The Mignelites havinc^ seen ns 
in this convent, fired shot and shell npon it during the whole time 
we were there. This convent was on very hijjh gronnd, and over- 
looked St. John's battery, which was occupied by the Pedroites. 
On one occasion we saw a party of little Portuguese children, some 
of them not more than three or four years old, goin^ through the gan 
exercise as regularly as veteran artillerymen, ming a tiny brass 
cannon in the Erection of the Mignelites, with outbursts of laughter, 
and shouts of " Viva Donna Maria," following every discharge of 
their Liliputian artillery. I have seen the Portuguese Mignelites 
do many cowardly things, bnt I think I never felt more enraged 
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than when I saw them firing bullets on this merry little party, who, 
however, went on laughing, fighting, and shouting, as if the balls 
which whizzed passed their heads were as harmless as the flight of 
as many cockchafers. We embarked on the night of the 20th 
June, above St. John's fort, and just under the Miguelite battery, 
every man being forbidden to make the slightest noise, or even to 
whisper, except to an officer. This silence was unbroken, excepting 
when an unfortunate Frenchman stepped into the river with his kit, 
and was pulled into the boat by the hair of his head. Our oars 
were mufiied, and we fortunately passed vrithin stone's throw of the 
Miguelite battery, without being neard ; or at least, without being 
fired at. The night was very dark, and the Rainha da Portugal, 
in which we were to embark, not daring to expose a light, we 
wandered about for several hours vrithout being able to find her. 
All the boats which carried the men out were not so fortunate as 
ours in not being fired at, as on the next morning I saw a poor 
fellow who had been shot thi-ough the breast, lying dead in the 
bottom of a boat which had been to one of the other ships. 

When we got on board, every man was told to do the best he 
could for himself as to quarters. The lower deck was completely 
occupied by soldiers and " academicos " — volunteer cadets from a 
military academy in Lisbon. I ensconced myself in my blanket 
in the long-boat, which experience had taught me to be a much 
pleasanter berth than between decks, where there were so 
many men. Rainha da Fortugal was the flag-ship of Admiral 
Napier, who had succeeded Admiral Sartorius in command of the 
fleet. The retired admiral came on board before leaving for 
England, and afterwards sailed in the Oaprey. We now lived like 
fighting cocks as compared with our fare in Oporto, having plenty 
of beef, pork, biscuits, tobacco, grog, and pea-soup. A signal to 
weigh anchor having been made by the admiral, we set sail. The 
fleet comprised several men-of-war and chartered steamers convey- 
ing troops, which I believe altogether numbered about 2500. We 
first made a descent on the coast a few leagues south of the 
Donro, but finding the Miguelites awake, and the coast fortified, 
we did not attempt to land. The weather was delightful, and we 
spent our time pleasantly, till, on the 24th June, when we 
arrived off Oacellas, about two leagues west of Villa Beal. Some 
field-pieces had been planted in small sand batteries along the 
coast, which fired on us from a distance, but without damage. 
Preparation was now made to land. All the Lancers were ordered 
below; but under pretence of indisposition I remained in the 
bowsprit nettings, and saw all that transpired. The coast is a 
very oeautif ul one, the green almond and ohve trees coming down 
almost to the beach. Our vessel fired a broadside or two on the 
sand batteries, the occupiers of which scampered off very rapidly. 
One little gun, however, like a courageous httle bantam, kept pop- 
ping away at us long after all the others had been silenced. The 
steamers then neared the shore, and landed the troops. Admiral 
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Kapler went in the first boat, and was the first to jump on shore. 
He immediately monnted the nearest battery and waved his cocked 
hat. The troops then gave him three cheers. The Dnke of 
Tarceira placed himself at the head of the troops at about a quarter 
of a mile distant. A small fort called Cacellas struck its colonrs 
and surrendered in a few minutes. 

I made a sketch of this landing, which formed a very pretty 
sight ; but 1 have given it away probably to some one of the 
officers, who were continually begging and admiring my hnmble 
efforts. The Lancers were uot landed until the following day, 
when we had to carry our kits some distance, with the soft sand 
nearly up to our knees, and this we found very fatiguiug. When 
we had placed our kits on the sand-bank, and were waiting foi; 
boats to convey us to Tavira, one of our troop named Grough, and 
myself, saw some horses in a field on the opposite side of an arm 
of the sea, probably a mile across. I had, as I have previously 
related, learned to swim well whilst in Plymouth, and had often 
swum a mile distance iu the Medway at Maidstone, from Pybus'a 
Wharf, past Alington Castle to the Lock. We agreed to swim 
over and try if we could catch two or three horses. We swam 
over, but the horses were so wild that we could not catch them, 
so we returned. The squadron anchored before Tavira, a town in 
Algarva, with a castle, the infantry having in the meantime 
marched into it without opposition. It had been garrisoned 
by a few troops and some small pieces of artillery, which had com- 
manded the approach of our troops, but which had retired before 
them to Faro, about five leagues o£E, fighting, however, as they 
retreated, and thus killiug and woundiug several of our men. 
Their loss was, however, greater than ours. A large quantity of 
ammunition here fell into our hands, together with some stores. 
On the 27th of that month we marched into Faro, which place 
the enemy had abandoned, and we were received by the inhabitants 
with the strongest demonstrations of devotion to the cause of Don 
Pedro. After the Lancers had been landed at Tavira, as I have 
described, we were marched to a large church, where we were told 
to make ourselves ** at home." On trying the door I found it 
locked, and burst it open with a kick, and instantly thereupon 
received a blow on the face, which I first suspected was from an. 
enemy, but whom I soon converted into a substantial friend. The 
fact was, that a chicken had flown out against me, which I caught 
and cooked for my dinner. We found that the place had been 
occupied by Miguelite troops only a few hours before, who retreated 
so precipitately that they had left their kits behind them, from 
which I replenished my scanty stock of shirts, &c., which had 
suffered much during the time I had had them. The linen was 
acceptable enough, but not so the vermin by which they were 
infested, and which prove, perhaps, the greatest pest to English- 
men in Portugal. They certainly proved more vexatious and 
annoying to our legion (who unanimously named them ''the 
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Portupruese Legion") than the Mignelites. Gunpowder, the 
soldier's specific, served us in this case ; our custom being, when 
halted on the march, to go into a meadow, strip off our garments, 
and take the enemy bj storm, giving no quarter. One of their 
favourite haunts was inside the lold running along the seams of 
the inside of our trousers. By laying a small train of gunpowder 
along each of these seams, and setting fire to it, we every time 
destroyed a host of these minute enemies. 

On reaching Tavira I regret to say that many of the Lancers, 
following the example of the other troops who had passed through, 
got drunk, being unable to resist the temptation of cheap wine and 
provisions, of which they had so long been deprived. Captain 
Griffiths, however, made all the men moant guard, and as we had 
heard that the enemy had only left the town with the intention of 
returning to it, and surprising us after a short delay, we were 
placed in as good a position to receive them as possible. Our 
party of sixty men had each a musket with sixty rounds of 
cartridge served out ready for use at a moment's notice. A 
small field-piece was also placed in requisition. The enemy .came 
hovering round the town, but fortunately had not the courage to 
enter. A few days afterwards, a large fishing-boat, called a 
" felucca," was procured to take us to join the other troops at 
Faro, whither we went by moonlight. We had in our troop two 
or three excellent singers, and our expedition was very pleasant 
for all but one poor fellow, who was lying in the bottom of 
the boat Buffering from cholera. Soldiers are, perhaps, necessarily 
reckless and light-hearted. If six out of a dozen soldiers were 
dying, the chances are that the other six would be singing. We 
arrived at Faro on the 29th, the infantry having left two days 
previously. We were quartered in a monastery, close to the water- 
side, where the monks made us sleep on planx beds, although we 
afterwards found out that they had plenty of bedding. We also 
discovered that they had ample supplies of wood, although they 
would not give us fuel enough to cook our food. Subsequent 
to our landing, persons had been employed to obtain horses for 
us wherever they could procure them. The infantry had found 
the mUitary chest of the Miguelites, containing 6000Z., at Faro, 
from which this division had regular pay. The)r had also found a 
splendid arsenal containing about 100 field-pieces of artillery, 
mostly of brass. A large number of people were here set to work 
in making congreve rockets. The Lancers remained at Faro 
about a fortnight, where their only duty was to eat and drink, and 
mount guard at the governor's house. A rather ludicrous incident 
occurred here to one of our troopers — a tailor, and somewhat of an 
" exquisite." In walking through the street he saw a couple of 
pretty girls sitting at a first fioor window, whose encouraging 
glances ne interpreted into an invitation to walk up stairs. He 
was quickly in their company, making himself as agreeable as 
possible, when suddenly a man entered with an immense bludgeon 

D 2 
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in bis Isani, azid eommencel Delabocniig the jofun^ Lancer, wlio 
was a mere roctb, witli great earnestness. The latter, knowing 
that tbe iiert best thing to a Tirtoiy gained is a masterlr Tetreat, 
immediatielT ran down staiis, a^d to sare time cleaied* the last 
three or f^/cr steps at a single jsmp. In another seoond he found 
himself orer head and ears in tbe water of a well, which, as is the 
ease in many Pcrtngnese censes, was situated at the foot of the 
stairs, and the trap-do^r corering which had been remored, donbt- 
leas for his especial leoeptios. Being a g«K>d swimmer he managed 
to scramiMe cat, and, satniated and dr^?ping as he was, at once 
came to oor barracks, where he related the mck which had been 
plajed npon him. His comrades having recorered from their Tery 
natural ontbnrst of laughter, determined that it was the interest 
of all Toimg men who Tesspondei to the lore-glances of Portogoese 
damsels, that snch an inconrenient precedent should not be allowed 
to become established with impunitr. Ther sallied out in a body 
to arenf e the insult, but the tailor, in his hurrr, had foigotten 
which house it was in the street, and akhougli sereral houses 
were entered and searched, thej could not find the ri^it one^ Had 
thej done so. it might probably have been pulled down over the 
heads of the inmat4^ who would most hkelj have each experienced 
a slip into their own welL 

At length, after waiting some time, eighteen horses were pro- 
cured, of which one each was taken by Captain Griffiths and 
Lieutenant Lopez, and the remainder were appropriated to the 
non-commissioned officers, and the best and steadiest of the 
privates. All the drunkards and decidedly bad characters were 
left behind at Faro, and dearly, poor fellows, thej paid for it — as 
win be seen in the sequel I selected a beautiful httle grey geld- 
ing, and taking him to the monasterv, got myself equipped as 
quickly as possible. In the afternoon of the same day the mounted 
men, with a £ew of the P<nluguese Ca^ioies (riiflemen), were 
ordered to escort ammunition to the main body, which was packed 
in barrels, and placed on mules. Our division, as I have pre- 
Tkmsly stated, consisted originally €»f 2o00 men, and had now been 
reinforced by about 1500— Miguelite deserters — many of whom 
remained b(3iind at Faro. As we continued our march through 
the country we found the heat of a Portuguese summer very 



O^ytain Griffiths used to be fond of talking with me about 
JIaidstone and past times whenever we stopped at a feurm-house, 
and frequently he rode by my side whilst on the march. At one 
fJEurm-hcmse I bought about a dozen eggs for a penny, some of which 
I ate raw as usual, and having offered some to the captain, stored 
the rest in my holster pipes. The notice thus taken of me by the 
captain excited against me the iealousy and ill-feeling of the men. 
One night we arrived at a small village greatly fiit^ed, having 

'^'■*ed much from heat and thirst during our march. 

ain Griffiths was stopping at the house of the "Padre," 
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who, like the clergy in most other places, had the best house in the 
village, and being senior corporal of the party, it was my duty to 
get the men's pay from him. Having put up my horse, and given 
a piece of beef to an old woman at whose cottage I was billeted, to 
cook for myself and the two men who were also quartered there, I 
went to the captain's quarters, where he was dining with Lieu- 
tenant Lopez — got the money, and on my return, when I had sat 
down to dinner, an unpleasant circumstance occurred. 

A man named Culverhouse, who had been a policeman in 
London, and had been made corporal in Faro, had got intoxicated 
before leaving that town, but being a smart and intelligent fellow 
his delinquency was then overlooked. My position, that of a lad of 
seventeen acting as superior officer to this man, greatly annoyed 
him. fle now came in drunk, just as we were sitting down to 
dinner. I told him that I had got his pay from the captain — 
whereupon he cursed me, and replied that he did not want money, 
at the same time jingling some silver in his pocket. I told him 
that if he would not receive his money, it would be my duty to 
return it to the captain, adding, " If you won't have any pay, will 
you have any soup." 

His reply was a heavy blow in my face from his fist, which he 

repeated, calling me " a d young sneak," and accusing me of 

telling everything I knew about the men to Captain Griffiths. He 
was a much stronger and larger man than myself, and I pushed 
the table over against him and got my sword, which was hanging 
up in the room. The two other men disarmed me and restrained 
me whilst he continued to beat me, and as soon as I could I 
extricated myself and proceeded at once to Captain Griffiths, and 
told him how Culverhouse had treated me. 

Captain Griffiths rose from the table, put on his sword, and told 
Lieutenant Lopez and myself to accompany him to the cottage, and 
to wait outside, whilst he entered alone. The three had in my absence 
resumed dinner, and the captain called Culverhouse out, asking 
him why he had thus maltreated me. 

Culverhouse repHed that I was " a d young sneak," and that 

any one who took his part was another. 

" Then," replied Captain Griffiths, coolly taking off his sword 
and surtout, ** I am that man." 

The captain then set to with Culverhouse in a regular scientific 
style, and in a few minutes proved himself so greatly his superior, 
tliat the latter was glad to say '* enough." Captain Griffiths then 
resumed his coat, drew on his sword, and commanded Culverhouse 
to follow him. He had him placed in the village lock-up under 
guard of two Ca^adores. On the next morning, the men who had 
aided him by holding my hands, <fec., begged of me to ask Captain 
Griffiths to let him off under the plea of drunkenness. I told them 
that they were well aware that he knew what he was about when 
he attacked me, but to show that I had no vindictive feeling against 
him, I would do so, and did so before them. The captain, however, 
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toild me that Calrerboiise should as a puiiishmeait walk the last 
mile of that daj's march and canj his kit. 

I would heie advise anr joang man in the armr not to seek the 
aeqnaintance of any <^£er, commiaaaoned or non>«onunissi(Hied,for 
he vin ineritahlj excite the jealoasj and ill-will of the men — for 
no giris' schocd is the scene <^ moie peltj scandal than a regiment 
cfaoldiezs. 

When we had airiTed within the last mile of our dar's march, an 
in£uitiT sergeant was placed npon Colverhoose's horse, and the 
ddinqoent made to cairf his kit, with a CaiQad(»e having a fixed 
hajonet on each side of him. After canjing this dieadfoU j heavj 
load in one of the hottest davs of summer, CnlTeihoose reAised to 
proceed further, and lar down, tdling the Ca^adoies that he would 
rather be ran thioogti than pio«!ed another step. Captain 
Griffiths then oideied two Ca^sMiores to escort him back to Faro, 
withoiderstoshoothimif he attempted to escape or lefnsed to go. 
He was kept in gaol at Faro for some time, after which he was 
shipped on board the fleet with seTeralothar bad chaiacteiB, as 
ineoirigibles. In a Um days afterwards the fl«et destrayed that 
of the jfigiielites, for which each of these incorrigibles received 4SL 
prize-monev ! Snch are the uncertain chances c^ war. 

We arrived at Doule, where we came up with the main body of 
tiie diviskm. Hkving remained thoe two days, w^ accompaiiied 
the infantry in forced marches towards ListxHi, which wore con- 
tiimed for many da vs. We generally started at three o*clock in 
the morning, rested one hoar at noon, and then lesomed our 
march till ten or deven at night. Nobody not present can conoeivB 
the £at%ae which the infantry sofiered in these forced marches in 
the scorching heat of sonmier aloiur mere tracts of sand — for snch 
were these roads. Hie Lancers nsei to btvooac with the rest in the 
ahdter of woods and ditches, or wherever else we conld get. We 
snffiered dreadfiilH^ for want of water. When we came to a stream, 
our horses were umost ready to lie down in it. The men were not 
snffiered to dtsmoont. and if a jng of water was handed np to them, 
JO eafiier were they all to get hold of it. that it was frequently half 
lost in the contest. When we stopped at ni^ht^ afto- lighting a 
fire, putting on our rations to cook, and fixing the horses* nose- 
bags with their oats, we used to seek out the Indian corn fields, in 
Older to get them some ears of corn in addition; after dmng 
w^iich, and eating our repast, our custom was each to select some 
tiee under which to sleep, with the bridle of his horse tied to his 
leg. Many were the ludicrous scrambles which took place for any 
flat stone which happened to be at hand, that might serve for a 

elow ! The dew fdl very heavily at night. If we managed to 
down whilst the ground was dry, and covered ourselves over with 
doaksy we managed to sleep pretty weU. although our cloaks 
^^eneraUy writhing wet when we awoke in the morning, 
snddlipit were out removed from the horses' backs twice 
foroed mardies, and it was astounding to see how the 
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poor animals bore their fati^e. Directly they had eaten their 
com they generally lay down oeside ns, and when we aroased them 
from their resting-places in the morning, the remonstrant grants 
of the poor animals were sometimes piteous. 

CaptjEiin Griffiths almost invariably appointed me one of the 
advanced picket on march, whose special dnty it was to keep, their 
eyes on the guide, who generally marched between them, and within 
reach of their lances : these guides, were always impressed from 
the country people, and our orders were to kill them instantly if 
they attempted to escape. On one occasion, whilst on this duty, 
we had passed through a town, and I asked my fellow-picket to 
keep his eye on the guide whilst I fetched our rations of beef from 
a bullock which was being killed within sight. 

Having brought the meat, I was surprised to find that the guide 
bad escaped daring my absence. I was much alarmed, for the 
safety of onr division might have depended on this guide. My 
comi*ade could not account for his disappearance, and I instantly 
galloped into the town and searched every wine shop T could see. 
At l^t I foand him hidden behind a door, and compelled him to 
return under threat of instant death. He excused himself by saying 
that he had only gone to procure a drop of wine, which he might 
have had at any time from us by asong for it. Our officers, 
fortunately, heard nothing of this circumstance, and our march was 
resumed. It frequently also fell to my duty to form part of a 
special patrol sent forward to reconnoitre on the line of march. 
This was a very dangerous duty, but the parties with whom I 
served had never fallen in with the enemy. On our arriving at our 
halting-place, within a few leagues of a village, an officer and five 
men (two of whom were Lancers, and the rest I think mounted 
Guerillas, with which this part of the country swarmed) were 
ordered forward on this duty. They did not return, and as we 
concluded that the^ must eitner have fallen into the hands of the 
enemy or lost their way, we exercised increased vigilance in re- 
suming our march on the next morning. 

When we had arrived within three or four miles of the village of 
Prelada (principally inhabited by Miguelite Guerillas, and wliich 
we afterwards found deserted), we saw six naked bodies hanging in 
trees by the roadside. On approaching them, we found them to be 
those of the officer and five men of our missing patrol, mutilated in 
the most revolting manner, portions of their bodies having been cut 
off and placed in their mouths. Nothing could exceed the fury of 
our men at this sight ; they swore to avenge their comrades on the 
first MigueUte Guerilla who might fall into their hands. 

After burying the bodies as decently as possible, we marched on 
to the bottom of Prolada, situated on a sHght eminence, and halted, 
when the Lancers were ordered into the village, of which they took 
possession, but not an inhabitant was to be seen. We here got 
permission to take off our saddles and rub down our horses ; and 
as it was harvest-time, and the surrounding country abounded with 
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com-lields, the poor animals got an excellent supper, and ourselves 
some good beds of straw. It was always usual, after the infantry 
had piled arms at a halting-place, for the men to be permitted to 
forage for food. 

A party of these soldiers found a young Guerilla under a tree 
asleep, with his large Spanish gun, somewhat like an English duck- 
gun, with several rounds of ammunition lying by his side. He 
had evidently been placed there to watch, but had fallen asleep. 
Having secured his gun, they awoke him by a kick. He looked 
much surprised, but said not a word in reply to all the questions 
which were put to him. He was at length taken before the Duke 
de Terceira. Being a fine handsome young fellow, wearing the red 
Miguelite sash, his appearance excited much interest amongst the 
legion. Our Portuguese troops, however, viewed him with ill- 
suppressed anger ; and when the duke, after in vain striving to get 
a word of reply from him, gave him into their hands to do what 
they pleased vrith him, their black eyes seemed almost to flash fire ; 
whilst the younger men were thus boiling with rage at the fate of 
their comrades, whose bodies they had found two hours before, he 
maintained a haughty mien of sullen indifference. Whilst they 
were bearing him off, a veteran exclaimed, ** Stop ! let me punish 
him first ;" and immediately cut open the leather pouch whit^h the 
Guerilla wore round his waist, under his other clothing, from which 
the old soldjler took three gold moidores (about 7Z. English) which 
he pocketed with a knowing look. The others then took the 
Miguelite to a tree, to which they lashed him, stripped, with his 
arms extended. They then armed themselves with long staves, as 
thick as a hop-pole, with which they commenced beating him with 
all their force, one relieving the other ; questioning him, after a 
series of strokes, as to the movements of tne enemy, the direction 
taken by them, their strength, &c., &c. ; but he remained stoically 
mute. Consequent upon the heavy blows inflicted, the blood 
streaked down his bare shoulders and loins pretty freely, and soon 
caused the poor fellow to faint. Captain Griffiths, who had heard 
what was going on, quickly proceeded to the assemblage of in- 
furiated soldiers, commanded them to desist, and soundly rated 
them for their inhuman conduct. He then ordered the man to be 
conveyed to the church, where some restoratives were administered 
to him ; but he persisted in remaining silent as to the whereabouts of 
the Miguelites. He was then left m the church to recover as best 
he could, and we again continued our rapid march through different 
towns and villages, the inhabitants of which generally received us 
with enthusiasm, until we reached Alcasar de Sal. Two of our 
Pedroite Guerillas there captured two Miguelite infantry, who, on 
being questioned by the general, said that there were two regiments 
of infantry and some Guerillas at the entrance to the town, which 
is situated on a rising ground. 

A short distance before, being 012 the advanced picket, I had 
>orted to Captain Griffiths an immense cloud of dust on our line 
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of marcli. A halt was ordered, the pickets called in, and the 
muskets loaded. 

On the Duke de Terceira galloping out in the direction of the 
dust, it was found that it had been formed by a considerable body 
of Guerillas who were approachiDg us. In this case, we were in 
like manner prepared . Tne Lancers were ordered into the rear of the 
infantry, who now advanced towards where they were, and commenced 
firing directly we came in sight of them. After a few exchanges, 
however, the Miguelites bolted into a forest, and the Lancers were 
ordered to charge them in their retreat. Our horses were much 
out of condition, but we galloped on as fast as possible. We had 
barely reached the top of the hill, when my horse fell from ex- 
haustion. This could scarcely be wondered at, as the poor animals 
had galloped a mile up hill, and nearly up to their knees in sand. 
He fell upon my leg, and lay as quietly as if he had been asleep, till 
one of the officers came up, flogged him, and thus released me. I 
then remounted, and my norse having had a few minutes* rest on 
ground, now started with renewed vigour. I saw a party of the 
flying Miguelites, and followed them into a wood. In leaping a 
low hedge, I found that a ditch beyond it was almost filled with 
Miguelites. My horse pitched on the body of one of them, and 
probably killed him, as I heard him groan in passing on. I pursued 
several who were iJirowing a«vay tneir cartouches, muskets, &c., 
calling on them to surrender. Three of them did so, and I made 
them trot back to the infantry. 

When I returned to the wood I saw many of them perched upon 
trees, who required but the sight of a pistol, or the slightest touch of 
a lance, to make them come down, when they almost invariably 
fell on their knees and cried out most piteously, " Oh, Jesus, 
pardon ! ** These fellows had plenty of ammunition, and had they 
not been paralyzed with fear, might very easily have disposed of 
the few Lancers who could get amongst them. Some of them had 
retained their guns, and I felt at the time, might very easily have 
settled my affairs with a bullet ; but there was not one of them who 
had courage to fire it. 

I pursued one fellow, who threw away a bundle and made for a 
house, where I lost sight of him. Two women and an old man fell 
on their knees and assured me that they had seen no such man. I 
threatened death to the old man unless he told mo where the 
fugitive had gone. The old man then pointed to a ditch in a 
neighbouring field. A comrade (a Frenchman) kept watch at the 
house whilst I got over a bank into the field, and in riding along 
the ditch I saw the Guerilla lying down, at about twenty yards 
distance, taking deliberate aim at me with a long Spanish gun. I 
felt very uncomfortable, for I knew that with these guns some of 
the Guerillas are excellent marksmen, but there was nothing left 
for it but to put a bold face on the matter. I brought my lance to 
the charge, put spurs to my horse, and leant down on its head. 
Every step I expected to "feel*' his ball; but when I had go' 
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within five or six yards of him he dropped his piece, and cried out, 
. ** Oh, Jesns ! N'on me fas mal, signor ! " (" Oh, Jesus ! Do not hurt 
me, sir ! ") I felt angry at his threatening me with his piece, ajid 
struck him with the butt end of the lance. He was a fine-looking 
fellow, but he scrambled up amongst the briars and nettles in a 
rather undignified way. 

No sooner had I routed him out of the ditch, than the French- 
man demanded his money. Ho said that he had none, bat handed 
out about 2L 10«., which the Frenchman and I divided between us* 
After I had taken his long gun from him, I made him hand me 
up two small saddle-bags which he was carrying, and which 
seemed unusually heavy ; and by constantly pokmg him with the 
butt end of my lance, I made him run towards the infantry. As 
the wood was still swarming with armed Miguelites, and as the 
bags were heavy and flapped the sides of my horse, I then made 
him carry them himself. Before I got him to the town he had, 
however, been knocked about with the fists and muskets of the 
infantry pretty severely. He was a strapping fellow, and seemed 
to bear it with great resignation, never leaving hold of his bags. 
He was placed in an immense dungeon under the Court House, the 
only entrance to which was by a trap-door, and a ladder which 
was withdrawn when a prisoner had descended. In this place 
then, there were already about 300 Miguelite prisoners, and there 
was room for many more. 

During the nieleei one of our French Lancers met a priest running 
away carrying a small ba8ket, which the Padre protested con- 
tained nothing of value. This basket was afterwards fouud to 
contain about 300^. in hard cash, which the Frenchman securing 
as lawful prize, gave to Lieutenant Lopez to take care of, and 
which enabled this Frenchman to get drunk upon every day daring 
his residence in Lisbon. 

When I learned of this, I recollected the heavy bags of the 
Guerilla, which he never would have attempted to carry away, even 
whilst his life was in danger, had they not contained something 
of great value, and which I had lost through the care for my 
horse. 

The rest of the Miguelite soldiers endeavoured to escape by 
crossing the river which runs by the town, but hundreds were 
killed or drowned in the attempt, as there were only two or three 
small boats for their use. Many of our infantry swam or scrambled 
across and took a large number of prisoners including the governor 
of the town. This atfair occurred about the middle of the day, 
and we afterwards remained in the town for about four hours to 
refresh ourselves and horses, and then marched on till evening, 
when we halted on the skirts of a pine forest, within a few miles of 
St. Ubes, or Setuval, a seaport in Estremadura, with a strong 
citadel and a good harbour defended by three forts. 

I was corporal of the picket on that night, which was very dark, 
^ut we got plenty of maize from the fields for our horses. We now 
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felt that we were in an enemy's country, and proceeded with great 
caution. First went the advance picket of two Lancers with the 
guide, who was generally impressed from each town, and usually 
walked, although he was sometimes permitted to ride his own 
mule. Secondly, a picket of four or live infantry with guns 
trailed, ready for instant action. At a distance of about fifty 
yards from tnese were eight or ten more infantry, then succeeded 
the remainder of our few Lancers. To these succeeded the genenil 
and staff, then came two regiments of Cacadores, following whom 
were the main body of the infantry. The artillery and rocket 
brigade came next. Thebaggac^e, in bullock carts or on mules, &c., 
succeeded ; and the rear guard, consisting of about a company of 
infantry with guns trailed, brought up the rear. 

On tne next morning, the 22nd July, after the affair of Alcasar, 
we started as usual at about 3 a.m. I was one of the advance 
picket, and received strict directions from the general and all the 
officers to keep our lances ready for instant action, above all things 
to prevent the escape of our guide, and to halt at about every 
fifty yards at the sound of the bugle. Our route lay through a 
low, scrubby wood. At each halt the officers would make their way 
through the scrub on each side of the road to reconnoitre on 
any eminence which commanded a view of our line of march. 
We proceeded in this cautious manner for about an hour and a 
half, during which we crossed a small bridge which gave us 
a view of the Castle of Palmella, where our guide informed us there 
were a great number of men, but whom, as the place was about 
three or four miles to the right, we need not fear. He told us that 
the only men we should have to encounter, would be those of St. 
Ubes. Scarcly had he said this, when a musket-shot was fired at 
XLS by some unseen enemy in the wood, and as this was followed 
by other similar shots at intervals, we proceeded, if possible, with 
increased caution. These shots doubtless proceeded from the out- 
lying pickets before they fell back upon the main pickets. We then 
found, by some huts which they had erected from boughs, that the 
enemy must have been waiting there for us for several days. We 
approached a slight acchvity, on the top of which a cutting for the 
road of some six feet deep appeared to have been made, the bank 
being covered with scrub. On reaching this point, the most 
magnificent view burst upon my sight. The beautiful valley 
beyond being mostly covered with olive groves, vineyards, and 
corn-fields ; the rising sun was behind us, and was reflected from 
the windows of the town of Palmella like burnished gold. Under 
other circumstances I could have admired this splendid prospect 
for hours, but as the first glance also showed us tne enemy in full 
force, drav^n up on the opposite side of the valley, their white 
jackets and bright bayonets being very conspicuous, I reined 
m, and instantly exclaimed to Captain Griffiths, who was close at 
hand, — 

** There is the enemy ! *' 
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The same moment I saw a flash from a large brass cannoii, which 
had been placed in position to sweep this pass directly cor red 
jackets became visible. We felt the motion of the air as the ball 
whistled past ns. 

" D the enemy ! Gro on ! " coolly replied the captain. 

This shot missed every man, bnt I afterwards learned that it 
took off the head of a very beantifnl yonng lady, the wife of 
an officer, who had borne cheerfally all the dangers and fatigues 
of the campaign, and who was then riding on a mnle with the 
baggage. 

The bugle instantly sounded " double quick," which order the 
infantry obeyed with alacrity, at the same moment a bullet grazed 
the tip of Captain Griffith's nose. 

The Ca^adores saluted us as they passed with '*Monta ben 
Ingleze," their usual salutation on going into action with ns. It 
was often said that the Ca^adores fought nearly as well in our 
company as an English regiment would have done. The lane in 
descending the hill was fortunately flanked by high hedges on each 
side, and although the pickets we had driven in had joined the 
main picket, and were distributed as skirmishers on each side of 
the lane, and their bullets made the leaves and branches of Uie 
hedges fly in all directions, yet I believe that scarcely one of our men 
was hit. When the infantry had reached the bottom of the hill, 
they formed as well as they could, and fired a volley at the enemy's 
line, which was now within musket-shot. Having fired seven or 
eight shots from their cannon, the Miguelites returned the lire of 
our infantry pretty briskly, and we expected some slanghterinff 
work, as the greater number of the Miguelites had borne "no such 
fatigues as we had; they were all well equipped, occupied a 
strong position, and moreover, as we afterwards learned, tliey were 
3000 strong, including about 100 cavalry, whilst our party con- 
sisted of 1500 men, including baggage, guards, staff, ^c. ; the 
remainder of the troops which quitted Oporto having been left to 
garrison the towns as we advanced. 

As the Lancers drew up on the roadside to make room, conat)any 
after company of the infantry passed at " double auick." uSuree 
or four only of these companies had formed and fired, when we 
heard a tremendous " viva ' from them, and saw the enemy scam- 
pering away from their jjosts, the cavalry setting them the example 
of celerity, and running in the direction of St. Ubes, about a mile 
in their rear. 

Sergeant Heath and myself immediately put spurs to our horses, 
and galloped after them, followed by the other Lancers, who joined in 
the " view halloo." We thus passed the piece of artillery which I had 
never expected to reach, and soon came amongst hundreds of the most 
backward of the flying enemy, such as the skirmishers, &c. They 
were running for their lives, throwing away their belts, and every- 
thing that encumbered them. The Lancers were pricking them as 
they came up with them. Many of them, as they fell on their 
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knees, exhibited most piteous faces over their lonff beards, and 
ehrieked out, " Oh, Jesns ! " the nsnal exclamation of the Portngnese 
when in any trouble. I thus wounded several in ascending the hill, 
but probably killed none. Having reached the straight level at the 
top of the mil, we could see the main body of the enemy retreating. 
In jumping my horse into a vineyard to secure some Miguelite 
prisoners, whom I delivered to several Ca9adores, I found myself in 
the rear of our troop, which, however, 1 soon joined, after going 
about a mile and half greater distance than they. 1 then learnt 
that in ascending the hill they had captured an old oflficer covered 
with orders, who had given up his silver-mounted sword and silver 
scabbard. No sooner had he sat down than the few Lancers 
with him were charged by a whole troop of the enemy's cavalry, 
about three times their number, who rescued him. Our men 
carried ofp the sword and scabbard, which afterwards fell into the 
possession of Captain Griffiths. 

Although the horses of our men were almost dead beat, and those 
of the Miguelites quite fresh, yet they only overtook two of our 
men. One of them, a Frenchman, had his canteen belt severed, but 
his back was saved by his ponch-belt. An unfortunate Guerilla, 
mounted on a smaller horse, they ran through the body. I was 
told by the men that this would probably have been my fate if I 
had been with them, as my small horse, I had long since discovered, 
was quite unequal to this work on roads which resembled ploughed 
fields. 



CHAPTER V. 



Severe engagement at Almeida — Death of General Telles Jordao — Victorious 
troops cross the Tngus and land in the Black Horse square — Enthn- 
siastic reception in Lisbon — Arrival of Admiral Napier in the Tagus — 
Brutal practice of punishing sailors and soldiers — Arrival of Don Pedro 
in Lisbon — Lisbon attacked by Bourmont — A complete repulse — Arrival 
of Her Majesty Donna Maria and the Empress in the Tagus — Don 
Pedro's ** bail practice." 

We halted that night in the valley between Mount St. Luiz and 
Mount Arabisa, which overhangs the town of Azeitas, a picket 
having been posted at the entrance to that town, about a mile and 
half in advance of us. Having put on our horses* nose-bags, and 
received our rations, we, as usual, went about to forage. I should 
have previously mentioned that we had received no rations of bread 
on that day, but fortunately, we found in a dry ditch on the way- 
side a large number of loaves, into one of whicn each of our Lancers 
stuck his lance, and thus carried them to quarters. Our com- 
missariat had discovered in a ^^quinta," on the left side of the road, 
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the Mignelite tenant of which had deserted it, an immense stock of 
Terr fine wine, which was served out in ntions to the troops. The 
Dnie of Terceini sail that the Lancers had behaTcd so well, they 
should each have a canteen fnlL a loon which gladdened our 
hearts, as we had been alm<3^ exhausted bv the heat and fatigne of 
the day. It went down our throats like water, as we had had 
nothiTig previo-:siv to quench our thirst. The ^ninta had heea 
superblv fumi^he-l with everv article of Inmiy, indnding piano- 
fortes, ic. but our soldiers, liaTing no wood with which to cook 
their rations, broke up much of the fumitnie for that porpose. The 
Lancers sheltered themselves as well as they could nnder some trees, 
their horses standing: beside them, all being ready for mounting at 
a moment's notice ; but very soon after our repast a large number 
of us were asleep. Towards evening the duke ordered Captain 
Griffiths and the Lancers to form a iiatrol for the purpose of ascer- 
taining which road the enemy haa taken in their retreat — ^there 
being two roads leading to Almeida. 

Captain Griffiths being suddenly awoke out of a sound sleep with 
this order, instantly ordered our trumpeter named Baden, an active 
little fellow and an excellent field trumpeter, to give the signal to 
mount. At this moment, poor Raden. suffering from &tigae and 
affected by the fumes of the Muscatel he had drunk, coxdd not be 
awakened. The captain told him two or three times to sound "To 
horse," to which the trumpeter's reply was. *" Hey, captain, what's the 
matter ? " and neither kicxing, pinching, nor any other contrivance 
could get any other reply than this inquiry repeated. The captain 
did not know ver}- precisely what the matter was himself, but finding 
Baden " drunk near the enem}-," one of the most heinous offences in 
the Militarj- Code, he gave him a knock on the head with the butt of 
his lance, which wounded him more severely than he had intended. 
As even this failed to arouse him, the captain snatched up his 
bugle and sounded " To horse " himself, beingequally aufait to this 
as to every other part of a soldier's duty. The captain bandaged 
Baden's head, after washing it, with a handkerchief; the 
trumpeter having by this time changed his reply to " Never mind, 
captain. It's all right, captain." The captain also applied a 
" sovereign remedy " to the trumj^eter s bruise, and seeing us all 
mounted, led us off on the enemy's track. "We soon discovered a 
dead mule and two gun carriages, the guns having been rolled into 
a neighbouring valley. Another half-mile brought us to the Mount 
Arabisa (?), the road over which was very broken and uneven. We 
then came to Azeitas, and ascertained which course the enemy had 
taken. Captain Griffiths reported the result to the duke, when we 
again lay down to get a little rest. 

On the 23rd, at daybreak, we resumed our march through 
Azeitas towards Almeida. We kept a sharp look-out for wie 
enemy, and when we had gained the heights I discovered the 
pickets of the enemy retiring before us, at about a quarter of a 
mile ahead, without however, firing as usual. As there appeared 
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no immediate prospect of an engagement with them, we were 
ordered to halt in a valley forming a continuation of the bay of 
the Tagos. The infantry men threw themselves on the ground 
where they halted, and slept soundly. The Lancers turned their 
horses into a field of grass, and, after a short rest, I got over into 
a neighbouring orcliard and helped myself to some very fine 
plums. Hearing my name and the names of other Lancers called 
by Captain Griffiths, we received orders to mount and follow him 
immediately, which we did. He took us some distance down the 
road, and gave us orders to watch closely the enemy's vedette, which 
we saw about a quarter of a mile off. We remained here some 
time, during which a very refreshing shower fell, and General 
Schwalbach came out to us to reconnoitre. Shortly after he had 
retired I heard a horse galloping, and we had scarcely prepared to 
defend ourselves, when a MigueHte officer approached. In riding 
up to him, I saw that he was followed at some distance by a 
considerable body of cavalry, but put a bold face on the matter, 
and called on him to surrender. He lowered his sword and told 
me that he wished to see the Duke of Terceira, and that he and 
the body who followed him were the enemy's picket. We told him 
to pass on. We afterwards learned that he had given some 
valuable information as to the best points of attack, and had 
informed our officers that not a moment was to be lost, as the 
Miguelites had received some very discouraging letters from 
England, which had recognized the sovereignty of Donna Maria. 
This infused fresh life into us all, and a desire to recommence 
operations immediately. Shortly afterwards the army, of which 
we continued to be the leading picket, having received orders to 
report directly we saw the enemy in any considerable force, ad- 
vanced to battle. 

As we emerged from the beautiful varied country studded with 
olive groves, &c., we followed the line of road leading to Almeida 
lined with vineyards and orchards on either side, and saw in the 
far off distance across the Tagus, the city of Lisbon. I had no time 
to admire this lovely scene, however, as my attention was quickly 
diverted by the presence of the enemy, who had taken up a 
position in front, and whose skirmishers opened fire upon us 
under cover of the vineyards. The Ca^adores however, as usual, 
were immediately ordered to the front, and soon dislodged them. 
The main body then quietly retired into the town, which consisted 
principally of a long narrow street, but in doing so kept up a 
sharp fire; we, however, continued to advance steadily, our 
artillery retximing briskly the fire of the enemy from the forts 
and field-pieces placed in the street before mentioned to sweep it 
as we approached. Apparently these gans were well directed, as 
they played sad havoc with our men. The enemy suffered 
equally, however, as on passing, we saw numbers lying on the 
roadside dying or dead. Before retreating into the town the 
enemy's cavalry formed on an open spot, and although we were 
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but a handful a^ust such odds, we followed Captaiii GriflSths 
and Lieutenant Lopez, and dashed at them. Not liking our 
couched lances, however, they ** turned tail " just as we were going 
to give them a taste of the steel. One of the nine-pounder brass 
guns, which had been placed in the middle of the street, was still 
there. The artilleryman, however, now lay stretched across the 
vent-hole quite dead, having been shot in the forehead with a 
bullet. He still held in his Imnd the lighted fuse, with which he 
was just about to again fire the gun. This lucky shot, therefore, 
most probably saved some of our lives. Just at this moment a 
bullet fired from an upper-room window, struck me on the breast, 
on the pouch-belt, and glanced off without doing me any harm ; 
and at the same time another struck and knocked off the rosette 
of my right-hand file's shako. This yoimg fellow was a Portu- 

§iese hidalgo, whose estates had been confiscated by Don Miguel, 
e had joined our detachment of Lancers as a volunteer. I do not 
recollect his name, but he was generally known and addressed as 
the " Ikfarquis." He and I were great friends, and about the same 
age. We always conversed in French, which language he spoke 
most fluently; indeed, I found in the course of my exi)erience, 
that all the better educated Portuguese speak French like natives, 
owing probably to the similarity of accent. Our infantry con- 
tinue to press the enemy down tne main street, which terminates 
with a landing-place on the Tagus, into which river they were 
driven at the point of the bayonet; thus hundreds were killed 
and drowned. A great number of prisoners also were captured. 
This completely routed the enemy, and the fighting would have 
been brought to a termination that night had it not been that the 
rest of the Miguelites effected their escai)e, and took refuge in one 
of the forts. The Duke of Terceira sent one of his aides-de-camp 
(Schwalbach, I think,) to call upon them to surrender, and gfive up 
the fort; which demand was answered by a volley of musketiy 
fired at him, which riddled him with bullets. His death was 
greatly felt by every one in the detachment, as he was a general 
favourite owmg to his courtesy and amiable disposition. The 
whole of the infantry remained under arms all night, and as to 
ourselves, we lay down on each side of the street, and utilized the 
doorsteps for pillows. The horses were, of course, kept saddled, 
and each Lancer held his own by the reins. Amongst the slain on 
the sandy beach, the body of General Telles Jordao, who com- 
manded the Miguelites, was found. His ears had been cut off, and 
he was otherwise mutilated by the soldiers who discovered him, 
on account, it was said, of his tyrannical and cruel conduct to the 
poor prisoners confined in Belem Castle, of which he was the 
governor. 

The next morning, the 24th July, at daybreak, it was generally 
rei)orted that Don Miguel had evacuated Lisbon with his troops ; 
and shortly after this rumour, which proved to be correct, the 
CO wardl rascals who had taken refuge in the forts laid down 
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their arms and snrrendered at discretion. Admiral Parker, and 
the officers of the British squadron, stationed at Lisbon, came on 
shore to congratulate the Duke of Terceira, and hearty cheers were 
given to us. The river was soon studded with boats filled with 
people, and bands of music playing the national airs. The colours 
also of Donna Maria were seen flying on the Castle of St. George and 
from every house top and steeple, every one wore the blue and 
white ribbon on some conspicuous part of the dress ; in fact, the 
enthusiasm was beyond anything I had ever witnessed. The Tagus 
here is very deep, and opens into a spacious lake. Opposite rose, 
from the very water's edge, the imposing city, which is built on a 
succession of steep ascents, and with its splendid buildings, palaces, 
and gardens, forms a most magnificent scene, difficult to describe. 
Preparations were now made for crossing the river, and for that 
purpose all kinds of vessels and boats were put in requisition, 
m order that the whole of the Division — artillery, cavalry, and 
infantry— might land at the same time. The embarkation having 
been effected with celerity, the flotilla left the south shore together 
with bands playing, and the wind being favourable we soon neared 
the opposite side, and landed in the ** Black Horse Square.'* We 
then marched through the principal streets, and thence were taken 
to our respective quarters. During our progress through the streets 
the air resounded with vivas, and all the windows and balconies 
were crowded with elegantly dressed ladies, who waved their hand- 
kerchiefs and strewed showers of flowers over our heads as we 
passed. On the following day (25th July), there were again great 
rejoicings on account of Admiral Napier having entered Sie Tagus 
with his victorious fleet and the captured vessels of Don Idiguel, 
which, subsequently, were anchored off the arsenal. It was cer- 
tainly a magnificent sight, and very exciting, to see the British 
squadron anchored in repose on the Almeida side of the river, with 
the then added powerful fleet of Admiral Napier, afterwards en- 
nobled with the title of Yiscount St. Vincent, on account of the 
victory achieved over the Miguelite fleet off Cape St. Yincent, on 
the 5th July, 1833. 

The day was most propitious, as not a cloud obscured the brilliant 
sky, which, with the numerous picturesque pleasure-boats, with 
high-peaked lateen sails, skimming the surface of the clear 
waters of the river, added greatly to the beauty of the spectacle — a 
sight not to be forgotten. The admiral afterwards landed in 
Lisbon, amidst the acclamation of the populace, with salvoes fired 
from the batteries and from the British squadron, with manned 
yards. Doubtless the little plucky admiral must have felt proud 
and gratified at thus being lauded and hailed as the liberator of 
Pori^gal. During the brief time I was on board the Bainha da 
Portugal, after leaving Oporto, I was often amused to see the 
admiral, dressed generally in a sort of half-and-haK naval uniform, 
with rather short trousers, white socks, and shoes, spring up the 
rigging with a telescope slung across his shoulders, and from the 
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masthead sweep tHe horizon in quest of the Miguelite fleet. The 
admiral's son (Charles Napier) acted as his aide-de-camp, and held 
the rank of commander on board the Bainha. He was a fine, hand- 
some yonng fellow, and greatly distinguished himself in the taking 
of the Miguelite fleet, and was severely wounded on the occasion. 
Some years after the war in Portugal he was (I believe) appointed 
to the command of Her Majesty's nigate Avenger, which vessel was 
subsequently wrecked on the coast of Africa, and himself and most 
of the crew were drowned. I often had long chats about the war in 
Portugal with the late Mitford, of Pasquin notoriety, who was lieu- 
tenant on board the Bainha, and who averred that he remembered 
me well amongst the detachment of Lancers who were on board. 

The admiral was a strict disciplinarian, but, nevertheless, a great 
favourite with the crew. As a trait of his character I will mention 
the following circumstance, which was communicated to me by one 
of the crew of the Bainha, 

An able seaman (an American black) fought like a hero on the 
taking of Don Miguel's fleet off Cape St. Yincent, and during the 
engagement clove the head of a Miguelite with a cutlass, and thereby 
saved the life of the admiral. After the action, however, he was 
lashed to the grating and flogged for drunkenness. Whilst under- 
going the punishment he appealed to the admiral for mercy, 
reminding him of having saved his life ; but " Charley " was obdu- 
rate, and said, that although he admitted the obligation, ''discipline 
must be maintained." 

The brutal practice of punishing sailors and soldiers with the 
" cat," or as it is 'called, " corporal punishment," still obtained in 
the army and navy at this time, and very frequently for very 
trifling cases of insubordination. Referring to " Medical Life in 
the Navy," by W. Gordon Stables, M.D., &c., he gives the following 
testimony, viz. : — 

" One item of duty there is which occasionally devolves on the 
medical officer, and for the most part goes greatly against the feeling 
of the young surgeon — I refer to his compulsory attendance at flog- 
gings. It is only fair to state that the majority of captains and 
commanders use the cat as seldom as possible, and that, too, only 
spariDgly. In some ships, however, flogging is nearly as frequent 
as prayers of a morning. Again, it is more common on foreign 
stations than at home, and boys of the flrst or second class marines 
and ordinary seaman are, for the most part, the victims .... We 
were at anchor in Simon's Bay. All the minutiaB of thfe scene 1 
remember as though it were but yesterday. The morning was cool 
and clear, the hills clad in lilac and green, sea-birds floating high 
in the air, and the waters of the bay reflecting the blue of the sW, 
and the lofty mountain sides forming a picture almost drea^nliKe 
in its quietude and serenity. The men were standing about in 
groups, dressed in their whitest of pantaloons, bluest of smocks, and 
neatest of black-silk neckerchiefs. By-and-by the culprit was led 
in by a file of Marines, and I went below with him to make the 
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preliminaiT examination, in order to report whether or not lie might 
De fit for tne punishment. 

'' He was as good a specimen of the British mariner as one 
conld wish to look upon — hardy, bold, and wiry. His crime had 
been smuggling spirHs on board. 

" * Needn't examine me, doctor,' said he ; * I ain't afeared of 
their four dozen ; they can't hurt me, sir, leastways my back, you 
know. My breast, though; hum-m!' and he shook his head, 
rather sadly, I thought, as he bent down his eyes. 

"*What,' said I, 'have you anything the matter with your 
chestP' 

" * Nay, doctor, nay ; it's my feelings they'll hurt. I've a little 
^rl at home that loves me, and, bless you, sir, I won't look her 
m the face again nohow.' I felt his pulse. No lack of strength 
there, no nervousness ; the artery had the firm beat of health, the 
tendons felt like rods of iron beneath the finger, and his biceps 
stood out hard and round as the mainstay of an old seventy-four. 

"... All hands had already assembled — the men and boys on 
one side, and the officers, in cocked hats and swords, on the other. 
A grating had been lashed against the bulwarks, and another 
plaiced on deck beside it. The culprit's shoulders and back were 
bared, and a strong belt fastened around the lower part of the 
loins for protection, ne was firmly tied by the hands to the upper, 
and by the feet, and all was now prepared. The sentence was 
read, and orders given to proceed with the punishment. The cat 
is a terrible instrument of torture ; I would not use it on a bull 
xmless in self-defence; the shaft is about a foot and a half 
long, and covered with green or red baize, according to taste ; the 
thongs are nine, about twenty-eight inches in length, of the thick- 
ness of a goose-quiU, and with two knots tied on each. Men 
describe the first blow as like a shower of molten lead. Combiuff 
out the thongs with his five fingers before each blow, firmly and 
determinedly was the first dozen delivered by the bo'swain's mate, 
and as unflinchingly received. 

" Then, * one dozen, sir, please,' he reported, saluting the com- 
mander. 

" • Continue the punishment,* was the calm reply. 

" A new man, and a new cat. Another dozen reijorted ; again 
the same reply. Three dozen. The flesh, like burning steel, nad 
changed from red to purple, and blue and white ; and between the 
third and fourth dozen the suffering wretch, pale enough now, and 
in all probability sick, begged a comrade to give him a mouthful 
of water. 

" There was a tear in the eye of the hardy sailor who obeyed 
him, whispering, as he did so, * Keep up, BiU ; it'll soon be over 
now.' 

" * Five, six,* the corporal slowly counted ; * seven, eight.' It is 
the last dozen, and how acute must be the torture ! * Nine, ten.' 
The blood comes now fast enough, and — ^yes, gentle reader, I will 
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Sparc youT f t^olines. The man was cast loose at last, and pat on 
the sick list ; he had l»ome his punishment withont a groan* and 
without movini; a mnscle. A larcre pet monkey sat cmndhing 
nuts in the riisriring. and grinning all the time ; I haxe no doubt 
he enjoved the sjx*rtacle immenselv, * for lie was only an ape.' ** 
Dr. Stables ,c^ves his opinion on the use of tbe cat in hanest and 
outs}x>ken terms. He considers ** Corporal punishment, as applied 
to met), cowardly, cruel, and debasing to human nature; and as 
applieti to K\vs, VrutaL and sometimes even iJendish." 

With whai^yer feelinirs of horrar the above tihriTKng aooonnt 
may be re.a<i. it is nothing as compared to the brutal means of 
punishment adc.pt<si in the rortugnese army, which I have on 
several occasions Kx>n compelled to witness. 

Every drummer in a regiment of infantry, and tnunpeter in the 
cavaln*. are provided with several bundles of sticks, about three 
feet in length, the small branches or twigs being cat o£E, so as 
to leave parts of these ^^prouts ; each bundle contains one dozen ; 
these are fast-ened and carried on the top of the kn ajroa ck, and in 
the ca>-alry fastened to the trumpeters' valises. When on the 
line of march a cajie of drunkenness or other insubordination 
occurs, the division is halted and formed np. and the culprit is 
fastened to a tree, or anything else at hand, and divested of his 
coat only ; and ordereii by the commanding officer to receive one, 
two, three, or more dozen stripes, according to the gravity of the 
offence. The drummer or trumpeter, as the case may be, steps 
forwani and inflicts one blow with the stick, which is then thrown 
away, and a fix^sh one used for the next stroke, and so on, until 
the whole numlx>r have lxx>n received. This kind of punishment 
is so severe, that before the poor wretch has received a dozen stripes 
his shirt is in tat tors, anii adheiing to the £esh and blood, fonns 
the most disgusting sight possible. 

From corresix^naenco wnich fell into the hands of the Duke 
of Tenx^ra, in taking possession of the capital, it was said that 

Seat exertions were being made in London on behalf of Bon. 
iguel, but the news of the capture of the Miguelite fleet greaUy 
discomfited them; and verv shortly afterwards news reacfaea 
Lisbon that the English irovemment had recognized Donna 
Maria da Gloria-, and a British minister was appointed thereupon. 
Shortly after the taking of LisK")n Don Pedro arrived from Oporto, 
where, we heard, a severe a-ction had taken place, in whicn our 
regiment of Lancers, led by Colonel Bacon, did good servioe. The 
attack was made bv Marshal Bourmont (a Frenchman), who com- 
manded the Miguelite troops in the North. They were, however, 
repulsed. Upon receipt of the above intelligence great prepara- 
tions were made to put Lisbon in a proper state of defence, wiiich« 
with^ the little experience I had as yet obtained, was, in my 
opinion, a slur on tne authorities for being so tardy. The opini<m 
generallv formed was, that after Bouimonfs defeat he would 
mil back on Lisbon, and endeavour to recapture it; and sore 
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enough he did come, and with an army of about 15,000 men 
occupied the heights and adjacent villages north of the city. The 
first thing he did was to cut ofE the water from the aqueduct at 
Alcantara, which action greatly reduced the supply, and some of 
the public fountains ceased flowing in consequence. At this 
time our force was computed at between 8000 ana900O. A number 
of guns had been mounted on the lines and redoubts constructed, 
some of which were still incomplete ; and in this state, Bourmont, 
on the morning of the 5th September, commenced an attack 
on the redoubts erected near St. Sebastian. The fighting, whilst 
it lasted, was sharp, but the assailants were repulsed, though not 
without ^eat losses on oar side. The attack was again renewed 
later in the day, but with no better result. A squadron of cavalry 
charged the redoubt, and attempted to capture it by a coujp de 
Tnain, but was repulsed. The officer in command, as likewise 
many of his men, were killed. It was said that oar loss on this 
occasion was from three to four hundred men ; that of the enemy 
about a thousand. From the result of the attack on the Lisbon 
lines by Don Miguel's general he must have been convinced of 
the impossibility of takmg the town by storm. Nevertheless, his 
army remained inactive in front of our lines, from whose ranks 
many deserted to our side. 

On the 22nd September Donna Maria da Gloria and her step- 
mother (the empress) arrived in the Tagus in a steamer bearing 
the Portuguese colours, escorted by an English steamship of 
war. The emperor and other distinguished personages went to 
receive their Majesties on board, and, after landing in the Black 
Horse Square, they entered carriages, and paraded through the 
streets, escorted by the Lancers ; whilst general salutes were fired 
by the batteries. The populace also exhibited great enthusiasm, 
and vied with each other inrenderiug the reception a fitting one for 
their young queen. Her Majesty appeared to be about sixteen 
years of age, rather stout, but good-looking. The empress, who is 
the daughter of Eugene Beauhamais, was dignified and graceful 
in her appearance, very pretty, and with agreeable manners. 
After going the round of the city their Majesties proceeded to the 
palace of Necessidades, their future residence, where they alighted. 
About this time Colonel Bacon arrived from Oporto with the rest 
of the . Lancers, so that, in the event of an opportunity being 
offered for cavalry to act, we might give a good account of our- 
selves. Opportunely also a number of remount horses arrived 
from England, which were much needed, as those which we had 
obtained in the Algarves were not adapted for cavalry horses, 
being undersized, and not up to the required weight. 

Since leaving Oporto I found that a re-arrangement in the in- 
terior economy of the regiment of Lancers had been effected, in 
th&t my troop (the 4th) was then entirely composed of Portuguese, 
under Portuguese officers, and the English and French transferred 
to other troops. As to myself, I found I was attached to the 1st 
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troop under Captain Wakefield, wlio afterwards played a con- 
spicnons part in the first settlement of New Zealand. The other 
officers (as well as my memory serves me) were Lientenants Baker, 
Skipworth, and Comet Crottv : the latter was afterwards assassinated 
in tne street Id a midnight brawl by some Fortognese. He was a 
wild and tnrbnlent fellow, and was abont to proceed to England 
when he met this violent end. I before mentioned that the 
emperor, with the empress and Donna Maria, occupied the palace 
of Necessidades, whicn was situated on an eminence overlooking 
the Tagns, Lisbon, and part of the *' Lines," opposite which was a 
gentle elevation separated by a valley of no great Width. Upon 
the high terrace fronting the palace several field-pieces were placed 
in position, under the charge of a detachment of artillery. On 
one occasion a party of the enemy were observed reconnoitring 
from the height in question, which assemblage, by means of tele- 
scopes, was ascertained to be Don Miguel and his staff. I 
happened to be on duty at the palace that day, and saw Don 
Pedro hasten from the palace to one of the nine-pounder j^nns, 
which he himself pointed and fired, killing one of the horsee ndden 
by one of Don Imguel's stafP, who did not wait for another shot, 
but quickly disappeared over the hill. This little " ball practice " 
of the emperor's at his brother appeared to amuse him vastly, as 
he re-entered the palace with mucn merriment ! 



CHAPTER VI. 



Hnch sickness reported in Don Migaers army — General attack bj Saldanha 
on the enemy's lines, 10th October, 1833^ Severely wounded in the breast 
— A horse killed under me — Rough treatment of wounded by doctors 
on a field of battle — First meeting with Mr. Inman, subsequently 
superinteudent of police in South Australia— Confined in the Convent 
of St. Francisco used as a hospital — Wounded visited by iUostrioos 
personages — Receire the Order of the Tower and Sword — Disastrous 
defeat of our ti-oops left at Faro— Pronounced convalescent and rgoin 
regiment at Cartaxo— Treachery of the Portuguese character esem- 
pUfied — The danger of interfering^ between husband and wife. 

About this time a great number of deserters came over to our side, 
who reported that considerable sickness prevailed in Don Mi^nel's 
army, which intelligence probably determined General Saldaima to 
attack the enemy. Accordingly on the 10th October, the whole of 
the available force turned out. The cannonading from the different 
batteries on the enemy's position commenced at an early hour, but 
the heat of the engagement did not take place until about mid- 
day in the Campo Gr6nda, at which point the main bodies of tho 
rmies mostly faced each other. Our cavalry consisted of the 
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Lancers, lOth Portuguese Light Dragoons, and the regiment of 
guides. We were formed in close column of troops m support of 
the infantry, who were making desperate eflEbrts to dislodge the 
enemy from behind fascines and other breast-works. Owing to 
our exposed position we got a most dreadful peppering, and many 
consequently were knocked off their saddles, but the gaps were 
quickly filled up by the rear-rank men. Just at this moment 
Colonel Bacon gave the word " trot,'* when, having advanced a 
short distance, Lieutenant Baker's horse received a shot on the 
nose, which made the animal rear and back against my own. This, 
of course, caused some confusion, which being perceived by Colonel 
Bacon, he dashed spurs into his horse, and rushed at Lieutenant 

Baker, sword in hand, with " Why the h don't you come on, 

sir ? " " My horse is shot in the nose," replied the lieutenant. 
Whereupon the colonel damned his horse, and told Baker to keep 
out of the way, at the same time calling upon Captain Wakefield 
tc» keep up. 

As we were advancing " right in front," the left was of course 
the dressing, and I and my covering file being pivot men, the 
dressing was upon us. Lieutenant Skipworth had just called out 
" eyes left ! " ** up the centre I " when I felt a peculiar sensation at 
my finger ends and toes, not unlike a slight shock of a galvanic 
battery. I thought little of it, however, as my attention was 
diverted by hearing the repeated " thud " of bullets ; but Lieutenant 
Skipworth, having again glanced along the line, observed that I 
was wounded in the breast, and ordered me to retire to the rear. 
I had hardly reined back to clear his horse's hind-quarters, and 
advanced a few yards to the left, when a bullet struck my horse 
below the right ear. He shook his head, turned round like a dog 
about to lie down, and then suddenly fell dead upon my left leg, 
my military spur entering deeply the soft ploughed soil, and with 
his weight pinning me to the ground. From the position of the 
animal 1 was comparatively sheltered by his body, although the 
soft earth was momentarily scattered in my face by the bullets 
which fell thick and fast. Had I had a little more experience 
in such matters, and remained quiet until rescued, it would have 
been well ; but instead thereof, I used all the strength and energy 
left to extricate myself, which action pumped the blood out of me, 
and very soon left me insensible. When I recovered consciousness 
I found myself in a room of a dilapidated building, the floor of 
which was packed with wounded soldiers, who were being profes- 
sionally attended by several doctors and their assistants, among 
whom I noticed Dr. Alcock, of our regiment. My first attention 
was drawn to a poor fellow having his leg amputated. In another 
direction, one of the medical sta£ was extracting a bullet from a 
soldier's knee-cap, with forceps, which, owing to the compressed 
air, made a loud noise similar to drawing a cork out of a bottle as 
it was extracted. 

Whilst waiting my turn I was partly divested of my jacket 
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and shirt, which were saturated with blood, and when the doctor 
came to me, he said, " Now then, what's the matter with yon ? " 
He examined the wound, and found that the musket-ball had 
entered the left breast, and in passing through had glanced against 
the shoulder-blade. He then wiped the blood with lint, and having 
plugged up the wounds with some more (using his little finger for 
the purpose), completed the operation by applying strips of 
diachylon plaster, crossways, front and back. I confess, sucn off- 
hand and rough treatment did not abate my firm conviction that my 
last moments were at hand, and I suppHcated him to inform me 
if such were the case. He, however, did not deign to make a 
reply, but only said, " That'll do," and then turned lus attention to 
another sufferer. 

In going into action the band and farriers of the regiment 
invariably fell out, and retired under cover of any building at 
hand, and from them I gathered that Farrier Gough and 
another, observing my horse fall, sallied out from their place of 
shelter, and seeing that I breathed, had extricated me from my 
perilous position by dragging the dead horse off my leg. By 
this time several riderless horses having been secured, I was 
assisted to mount one of them, and then left to return to the 
barracks at Alcantara, distant about four miles. On my way 
thither I was joined by my friend the " Marquis," who, seeing I 
had some di£5.culty in managing my horse, offered to lead it, wmch 
offer I gladly accepted, as the animal was exceedingly unsteady, 
and every jolt caused me acute pain. At a battery, on high ground 
to the left of the road, I observed Don Pedro with a numerous staff, 
watching the progress of the action, which somewhat began to 
flag, although the loud noise of the heavy guns from the batteries, 
Ac, and " roularde " of the musketry continued, but at greater 
distance, denoting that the commander of Don Miguel's army 
(General McDonnell) was retreating, which fact was soon confirmed 
by the intelligence that he was falling back upon Santarem, whilst 
General Saldanha was following him up, with the intention of 
occupying Cartaxo. Evidently the eagle eye of Don Pedro must 
have descried the " Marquis " and myself quitting the " field," as 
one of the staff came galloping down the hill, and ordered ns to 
halt, but immediately said, " Oh, it's you. Marquis ? Where are 
you going ? Who is your companion P " to which queries the 
party adcfiessed, replied, " I have been ordered off the field, and as 
to him," pointing to myself, " he is wounded." The officer then 
waved his sword for us to proceed, and returned to Don Pedro at 
full speed. 

Doubtless my readers will think it singular that this youth 
should have been so peremptorily dealt with ; the fact was, that he 
was suffering at the time from a disease, which would probably 
result in certain death if he received the slightest gun-shot wound; 
it was the policy of the Government, therefore, to adopt this pro- 
onary step, as his preservation was most important to the 
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cause of Donna Maria, owing to bis great family interest. On our 
way we passed numbers of poor fellows wbo were being removed 
on stretcbers from tbe £eld to tbe bospitals, more or less severely 
wounded; and as we proceeded fartber, and just before entering 
tbe city, we met a young Englisbman, named Inman, wbo stopped 
and questioned me respecting my wound, asked wbat was going on 
in tbe field, and wbere be could find tbe regiment of Lancers, wbicb 
he was going to join as cadet. Having replied to tbese queries 
we tben parted; I never saw bim again, bowever, altbougb I 
rejoined my regiment at Cartaxo, two months afterwards, on being 
again convalescent, until my arrival in South Australia, wbere I 
found bim occupying tbe j)ost of superintendent of police. I bad 
frequently seen bim at tbe Palace of Necessidades, and was 
subsequently informed that he filled some kind of office at tbe 
court of Donna Maria, tbe empress, but that having been found 
guilty of some indiscretion, be was peremptorily ordered to quit 
the palace, by Don Pedro, and join tbe regiment of Lancers ; of him 
more anon. Upon reaching my quarters I found several of my 
comrades already there, each having received some kind of wound 
or other ; and being informed that they had experienced great relief 
in having had their wounds dressed by a certain chemist, I pro- 
ceeded thither at once, as my wounds were getting much swollen 
and painful, He first removed tbe diachylon plaster and lint, and 
tben applied some emollients to soften tbe parts. Tbe following 
morning myself and the other men again went to tbe chemist to 
have our respective wounds dressed, which had become more or less 
inflamed. As to my owu, I bad not slept a wink all night, on 
account of the excruciating pain, and my throat, neck, and breast, 
were so much swollen, that 1 could hardly breathe. Upon return- 
ing to the barracks we were met bj Don Pedro, wbo, perceiving 
the condition we were in, ordered us m very angry tones to proceed 
forthwith to tbe Convent of St. Francisco, which was then used as 
a hospital, adding, that if we neglected to do so, be would at once 
have us confined in the Castle of St. George. Of course there 
was no controverting such an order, and as soon as we got our 
military cloaks and a few other necessanes, we wended our way to 
the place indicated. The Convent of St. Francisco is an extensive 
building, situate on the south side of one of the principal streets, 
with a long corridor, having small cells on either side, which 
formerly were occupied by the monks as dormitories. Having 
informed an official on our arrival that it was in consequence of 
the strict and imperative orders of the emperor that we presented 
ourselves for admission, be forthwith assigned us to separate cells, 
in which were two small bedsteads, &c. The cell in which I was 
placed was occupied bjr a Miguelite prisoner, who had received a 
severe bayonet wound m tbe abdomen, and consequently a sentry 
was constantly kept at the entrance, there being no door. It was 
a most fortunate thing that we gained admittance into tbe hospital 
80 early after the action of the lOtb October, as every foot of 
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space in the corridors and cells was very soon utilized by the 
wounded as they were brought in. Although I received the 
greatest kindness and attention from the chief medical officer and 
his assistants, who were all Portuguese, my sufferings were fearful, 
and beyond description, owing, I was informed, to the close 
proximity of the wound to the heart. I obtained no rest day or 
night. 

Distressing groans and shrieks of the wounded, the disgusting 
effluvia arising from the corruption all round, and the having to 
witness so frequently the removal of the dead body of somd 
unfortunate creature, greatly augmented the horrors of the. situa- 
tion. After having been in the hospital about a fortnight, one of 
the orderlies one morning removed the soiled sheets from my bed, 
and replaced them with clean ones, and also gave me a clean night- 
shirt ! I was so astonished at this unusual act of cleanliness and 
consideration, that I questioned him as to the cause, whereupon he 
informed me that tne emperor and suite were coming round to 
visit the wounded. The poor Miguelite prisoner also was not 
overlooked, but had clean linen supplied to him for the occasion. 
With a view to alleviate the tortures I suffered, the chief medical 
officer had given me soporifics, which, however, had not the desired 
effect ; but no sooner did I feel and enjoy the luxury of the clean 
linen, than I fell into a sound sleep, and was only awakened from 
that state of torpidity by hearing the rattle of sword-scabbards, 
and the jingling of spurs on the floor of the room, and when 
fairly aroused I beheld Don Pedro, the empress. Donna Maria, and 
a numerous staff of officers at the foot of my bed. As I had my 
scarlet cloak spread over the bed, the emperor was at once aware 
that I belonged to the Lancers, and turning to the chief medical 
officer, asked in Portuguese, " Esta Ingleze," to which he replied 
in the affirmative. Don Pedro then questioned me, in rather 
broken English, as to my length of service, &c., &c., to which I 
replied in French, knowing that he spoke that language fluently, 
that T was throughout the siege of Oporto, and was one of the few 
Lancers of the expedition which accompanied the Duke of Terceira 
through the Algarves and Alemtejo, and captured Lisbon. He 
then said, " Your name, with others, has been submitted to me, 
and I have conferred upon you the Order of the Tower and Sword." 
The young queen then asked me in French, " Ou ^tes-vous bless^ ? ** 
to which 1 replied " in the breast," and upon partly exhibiting the 
wound, she slightly shivered. During this dialogue the emperor 
was questioning the Miguelite prisoner, after which the party 
continued the round of the hospital. 

About this time the men of our regiment which we had left at 
Faro joined the garrison at Alcasar de Sal, which, it was said, was 
about 1400 strong. They were attacked by a strong detachment 
of Don Miguel's army, and completely routed. It appears that 
our troops consisted of Portuguese volunteers and infantry, along 
with English and Portuguese Marines, who were in front as 
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skirmisliers, and upon being charged by cavalry formed into 
square and repulsed them. But the infantry, seeing a strong 
column of infantry advancing, made a bolt of it, leaving the 
English and Marines in the lurch. Seeing that they were deserted 
they retreated, and if the cowards had only taken up a proper 
position they might have repulsed the enemy, instead of which 
they took refuge in the marshes, whilst others attempted to swim 
the river, where they were cut to pieces. Very few out of the 
whole garrison were saved. 

Being of a healthy and robust constitution, I soon recovered 
from my wound, and in about two months was discharged from 
the hospital, being again fit to rejoin my regiment. I then 
repaired to our barracks at Alcantara, where I remained several 
days. About this time a n amber of fresh horses had arrived from 
England, from which I selected a fine-looking animal (a grey) ; he, 
however, turned out to be one of the most vicious brutes I ever 
had to deal with. He would bite and kick most desperately when 
being groomed or saddled, and would often send the saddle flying 
before I could fix the girths ; indeed, I had many narrow escapes 
of my life on account of these propensities. 

As a detachment of cavalry and infantry were ordered to join 
the army at Oartaxo, I formed one of the party. We had under 
our charge a long string of mules, fastened to one another with a 
halter, each mule having two small casks of gunpowder slung 
across it, the muleteer riding the leading animal. During the 
campaign great explosions had frequently taken place with such 
convoys, owing to the carelessness of the muleteers who would per- 
sistently smoke cigarettes, notwithstanding strong representations 
of the danger they incurred. We travelled through some beautiful 
country, with olive plantations and orange groves, and here and 
there were large commodious gentlemen s houses, enclosed in 
gardens with terraces, which everywhere exhibited signs that 
fierce fighting had taken place along the line of road. Some of 
these houses, or quintas, had been partially and wantonly destroyed, 
whilst others only bore marks of shot on the walls, buildmgs 
generally in Portugal being of such a thickness (from three to four 
feet) that a cannon ball or shell has very little effect upon them, 
as I have witnessed in Oporto and elsewhere ; had it been other- 
wise the thousands of shots and shells which were fired, night and 
day, during the prolonged siege, would have demolished every 
house in the place. We met numerous peasants wending their 
way to Lisbon with mules, some laden with vegetables in panniers, 
and others carrying tanned pig-skins, filled witii the common wine 
of the county, " vinho tinto," which is generally retailed in shops 
at about twopence per " quartillo.** 

The first night of our march, we reached Yilla Franca, and 
stopped at the Hospoderia or inn. We were huddled together, 
and endeavoured to sleep, but it was impossible, owing to the floors 
upon which we lay being swarming with fleas. We were not sorry 
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to resame our journey, therefore, at early dawn, after partaking of 
a 8r)are breakfast of bread, sardines and chocolate. 

Our road led us through Azambuga and other places. The 
following day we arrived at Cartaxo. I duly reported myself to 
Captain Wakefield, who kindly expressed his satisfaction at my 
recovery, and then referred me to the quarter-master, who would 
give me a " billet " to be quartered in some private house, as there 
were no regular barracks in the town. 

Accordingly, I repaired to the officer indicated, who at once gave 
me an order upon the keeper of a small wineshop, where one of my 
comrades (Sergeant Heath) was already billetea. 

The keeper of this shop and his wife, were a very aged couple, 
from whom I received great kindness during the months I was 
quartered in Cartaxo. Their house was situated in one of the 
principal streets, and not far from the headquarters of General 
oaldanha. Upon thus joining my regiment, I was much surprised 
and felt not a little humiliated, to find that it was then commanded 
by a Portuguese officer, who had deserted from Don Miguel's army ! 
which f act nad caused a great deal of dissatisfaction ; but, as Colonel 
Bacon had been promoted by the emperor, on the field of battle, to 
the rank of Brigadier- General, and commanded the whole of the 
cavalry, we got somewhat reconciled. 

The positions of the two contending armies were those which 
were occupied by Marshal Soult and the Duke of Wellington, 
during the Peninsular War. 

Santarem, the headquarters of Don Miguel, is a large and 
populous town, and stands on a steep hill, which rises abruptly 
from the plain, and with its deep redoubts and fortifications was 
considered impregnable. Between the two positions is a vallej 
through which a rather deep but narrow river runs. Across this 
river there are several bridges at intervals of some miles. One of 
these is called Ponta Asseca, leading to which, and continued on 
the Santarem side, is a cauBeway across the swampy ground from 
Val. Upon this causeway, cavalry pickets were posted, furnished 
from the Lancers and other Portuguese regiments, which were 
relieved every two hours. Each detachment remained at Val two 
days, and, upon being relieved, returned to headquarters, distant 
about six miles. I was often in my turn, as corporal of the picket, 
told off for this duty, which was a most dangerous service, because 
the enemy made it a practice to approach silently at night under 
cover of the walls erected on each siae of the causeway, and fire at 
the picket. Many cavalrymen were thus killed — ^these casualties, 
however, were of more frequent occurrence when the Portuguese 
were on duty, which I attributed mostly to the imprudent and 
thoughtless practice which obtained among them, of smoking 
^ttes — the bright light, intensified by the darkness of the 
xting, very probably, as a target te the enemy, 
ullage of Val-de- Santarem, consisted of only a few strag* 
ases, but being the most important outpost, it was strongly 
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occupied by Colonel Shaw's regiment and others, and as there were 
no barracks or other accommodation for us, when detached upon 
the above special duty, we were obliged to sleep on straw, in a 
large stable, with our horses and the artillery mules. I say sleep, bat 
that was perfectly impossible, as we were dreadfully annoyed by 
the fleas. I had, during the campaign, often had to rough it, and 
put up with misery, but never did I suffer so much as when at 
V al ; it may be imagined, therefore, with what delight and satis- 
faction we nailed the appearance of each relief party. 

A general order had been issued to the cavalry at quarters to 
keep their accoutrements, &c., separate — ^thus, saddle and bridle on 
a bracket — sword and pouch-belt on a peg — uniform, shako, Ac, 
on another — and lance in one comer of the room, so that in the 
event of a sudden surprise by the enemy at night, each soldier would 
know at once, without confusion, where to put his hand upon what- 
ever was required. 

Upon retnrmiig to my quarters one night from picket duty at 
Yal, first having attended to mv horse and complied with the above 
instructions, I divested myself of my clothes, and lay down upon 
the wooden guard-bed which Sergeant Heath and myself jointly 
occupjied — our cloaks answering the double purpose of bed and 
covering. Feeling exceedingly mtigued from want of proper rest, 
I quickly fell into a sound sleep, but was soon afterwards disturbed 
on hearing a horrid ding-dong sort of a Portuguese song, the 
vocalist accompanying himself with an old cracked guitar, while 
others joined in the "refrain." As I sat up, I perceived two 
peasants sitting on stools, and an infantry man in the uniform of 
the Ca9adore8, at the foot of the guard-bed, with his back turned 
to me ; they apparently had been imbibing wine pretty freely, and 
I noted tnat the landlady was supplying them with a fresh 
measure. The house only contained three apartments, the two 
back rooms being occupied by the landlord and his spouse, and the 
one we were in being used as a public bar, in the comer of which 
stood a huge cask of wine. Seeing that these Bacchanalians were 
inclined to continue their noise, I quietly remonstrated, and 
explained that I had only just returned from being on picket duty, 
and required rest, besides which it was past the hour for closing 
wineshops, and if they persisted in making a disturbance and cause 
annoyance, I should be compelled to expel them. They then pro- 
mised to desist, but no sooner had I fallen asleep again than they 
recommenced their infernal clamour. While meditating what to 
do, I heard one of the peasants say to the soldier, " Don't let us 
sing any more, as the corporal wants to go to sleep ;" to which he 
replied, " II cabo vada per inferno ; " whereupon I sprang from my 
reclining position, seized the fellow by the hsur and long beard, ana 
shook him until I was out of breath, and then hurled him from me. 
For a moment he lay partially stunned on the floor, but quickly 
recovering himself, he drew a knife, and rushed towards me; but 
the landlady, who had heard the scuffle from the inner room, 
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placed herself between the infuriated soldier and myself, and thus 
interposed. I had, by this time, drawn my sword, bnt neither of 
ns could reach the other, on account of the old woman. While 
thus dodging each other, ho momentarily exposed his right hand, 
which, perceiving, I quickly made a cut at his wrist, and inflicted a 
sharp wound which made him drop the knife, and rush through the 
doorway into the street. His two companions had previously beat 
a precipitate retreat, so that the victory was complete. Daring the 
whole time this scene was enacting the sergeant was sitting up in 
bed, laughing heartily — doubtless, it must have been very ludi- 
crous, as I had only my shirt on. I was very angiy with him, how- 
ever, and chided him for not rendering me as8iste,nce, which only 
made him laugh the more ! We then took the precaution to barri- 
cade the door, thinking it very probable the fellow would return 
with confederates, but no attempt was made to molest us any more 
that night. 

The following morning I was standing near the doorway cleaning 
my accoutrements, Ac, and observed my friend of the previous 
night approaching with his hand in a sling. He at once accosted 
me, and offered an apology for his conduct, and excused himself by 
saying that he had taken too much wine. He then produced a 
bottle from his haversack, and invited me to drink with him as a 
makepeace. At that instant I caught a glance of my old landlady 
making a significant sign, which I at once understood was meant 
as a caution not to drink any of the wine, and, consequently, I 
declined to accept his offer; but, as he again and again persistently 
pressed me to drink, I consented to do so provided he drank first ; 
this he decidedly refused to do, whereupon I seized the bottle out 
of his hand, threw it into the street, and forcibly pushed him out 
of the shop. From what the landlady then told me, I have no 
doubt the vrine was poisoned. I believe the fellow rejoined his 
regiment at one of the outposts, but 1 never saw him again. 

On another occasion I had an equally narrow escape. A Belgian 
belonging to our regiment had frequent and desperate quarrels with 
his wife, who was a well-known " vivandiere," and as tiiey occupied 
quarters across the street immediately opposite ours, it was any- 
thing but pleasant, especially at night. About midnight, on one 
occasion, a dispute occun*ed between them, which must have been 
of a more serious nature than usual, as the sound of blows was 
distinctly heard, followed by screams of Murder! Prompted by 
a desire to succour the poor woman, and seeing a light in their 
room, I ran across the street en, chemise and entered, whereupon 
the husband, without a word, seized his lance, and rushed at me 
like a mad bulL I quickly sprang aside, however, and, as it seemed, 
miraculously avoided the weapon, which entered the panel-door and 
pinned me thereto, by passing through my flowing garment. I 
immediately grasped the lance to prevent him repeating the thrust, 
and after extricatmg myself, I gave the murderous villain a kick in 
the abdomen with such force as to send him rolling on the floor. 
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I naturally expected, of course, that the ill-treated woman to whom 
I had come to render aid, would have sided with me against her 
brutal husband ; but to my utter astonishment she commenced to 
heap a volley of abuse upon me for interfering between them ! 

Tnis incident has been a moral lesson to me in afber-life, so that 
I have scrupulously avoided interfering again between man and 
wife, and I trust the lesson it taught me will not be- forgotten by 
my youthful readers. 



CHAPTER YII. 

Outpost duty — Dangerous and harassing — Love laughs at locksmiths — The 
capture of Lieria, and stubborn resistance of iho enemy — Personal 
bravery of General Bacon — Capture of a rich convoy — Secure desirable 
quarters — General Bacon's favourite charger— A forced night-march — 
Cavalry charge — Slightly wounded in the leg — A stampede — Unexpected 
encounter with the enemy in strong force — Sword o. lance in a hand- 
to-hand combat— A miraculous escape. 

Besides the Yal picket duty, we furnished a detachment from our 
regiment, and occupied a quinta a few miles from Cartazo. There 
was also a company of Ca9adores quartered there; but as the 
building was large and commodious, it afforded ample room for all 
on the floors. There were also extensive stables for our horses. 
In. front of the quinta was a very high terrace, from the top of 
which an extensive view of the plains and river Tagus was obtained. 
Under this terrace was an immense space or vault, into which 
several hundred pigs were driven at night from the plains below, 
where they had been feeding during the day, under the charge of a 
** galego." I need hardly add, therefore, that our mess never ran 
short of pork. When my turn came in rotation to be told off as 
corporal of the picket for the night, I found the duty very 
harassing, on account of the long distance from the qumta to 
where the men were posted, for no sponer had I returned with the 
relief party, than it was again time to start with the next. The 
road to the picket also was most dreary, especially on dark nights, 
when we had mostly to trust to our horses for finding the way 
back. The post itself also was most dangerous, being near a small 
bridge across the river Rio Mayor, and in consequence of the Tagus 
being fordable in that direction, the Miguelites would approach in 
considerable force under the cover of the trees, and threaten our 
position ; but we always turned out with the infantry, and after a 
desultory fire they would retire. 

Daring the time the army was inactive at Cartaxo, the various 
regiments were frequently reviewed by General Saldanha ; and on 
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one occasion by the emperor himself. These reviews generally 
took place on the table-land between Oartaxo and Val. After the 
nsaal inspection on snch occasions, and marchings past, and re« 
forming in line, the officers in command were called to the front, 
and, I presume, highly complimented by the general on the very 
excellent appearance of the troops, &c., after which we were marched 
back to our respective quarters. 

Portuguese ladies are renowned for their graceful carriage, and 
also for their beauty, lovely hair, and dark sparkling eyes. In my 
idea, however, there was not one to equal the charms of a young 
girl who lived with her parents three doors from our quarters. 
She used to attend Mass every morning, and when off duty I never 
failed to follow her to the church, in hopes of speaking to her ; but 
as she was always attended by another female, I was unsuccessful 
in obtaining an opportunity. I noted, however, by the frequent 
glances she cast towards me beneath the white handkerchief she 
wore over a high comb, that my persistency in following her was 
not displeasing, consequently I did not despair. I made frequent 
attempts to get admitted at her house, but the father and mother, 
evidently divining my object, always thwarted me for reasons 
alleged, that I was a heretic. They were very civil, however ; but 
I was unsuccessful in catching a glimpse of my " Inamorata," as 
she was always strictly kept out of sight. But Love laughs at 
locksmiths, and on passing our quarters one morning I was 
rewarded by a look of encouragement to follow her to the church. 
She was unattended that day. I lost not a moment, and soon was 
by her side. After Mass I again accompanied her homewards, but 
as we approached her residence she prudently suggested that we 
should separate. We had many such clandestine meetings after- 
wards, and we soon became greatly attached to each other. But, 
alas ! ** The course of true love never did run smooth," and events 
followed shortly afterwards which separated us at least for a time. 

Don Miguel nad now been several months shut up in his strong 
position at Santarem ; but he still continued in possession of some 
fortified places in the interior. His army, also, was yet considerable, 
but he had little hope of success, because Don Pedro was in 
possession of Lisbon, Oporto, and some towns in the Algarves. 
He had an efficient army, and the means of providing for it with 
money. Moreover, what was of greater importance to the cause of 
the young Queen, was the fact that he was supported by the 
alliance of England and France, and this eventually ensured the 
success of the Queen's Government. It was deemed expedient, 
however, to establish the Queen's authority as extensively as 
possible, by taking possession of the said fortified places. To that 
end, therefore, the Duke of Terceira arrived with reinforcements, 
and joined the army at Cartaxo, to enable General Saldanha to 
undertake the projected expedition. Accordingly, after every 
precaution had been taken to guard against an attempt to recapture 
Lisbon by Don Miguel, an army of about 6000 men left Cartaxo on 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 65 

or about the 12th January, 1834, of which our regiment of 
Lancers and some other cavalry formed a part, under the command 
of Brigadier-General Bacon. The artillery consisted of several 
5i inch howitzers, nine 6, and two 3 pounders. 

I remember nothing of moment occurring on the line of march 
until we arrived in sight of Leiria, three or four days afterwards. 
We found the place strongly garrisoned with infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery. Immediately facing the town a steep perpendicular rocky 
hill rises abruptly, upon the summit of which, and near the remains 
of an old convent, the enemy had placed several heavy guns, so as 
to sweep the road by which we approached ; and, to render it more 
formidable, they had sunk deep pits all along the length of a 
causeway, into which sharp-pointed stakes were firmly fixed to 
impede the movements of cavalry. Thus, while exposed to a 
murderous fire from the infantry and the heavy guns before 
mentioned, we had to advance in a zigzag manner at a walk by 
single files. Notwithstanding the above obstructions and diffi- 
culties, however, we succeeded in getting into the town with 
comparatively few casualties. We were then formed up by- 
General Bacon, resjrdy to dash forward when required, for which 
movement we had not long to vrait. 

I must here explain that an unfordable stream swept round the 
back of the steep rocky hill above described, where the enemy were 
posted in force ; and the only means they had of escaping was over a 
bridge some distance to the left. The engagement had by this 
time lasted about seven hours, when the Miguelites lost courage, 
and rushed pellmell from the rear of the hill and other parts to 
gain the bridge in question ; but in doing so a great number were 
killed, as no quarter was given. Those who escaped retreated 
towards Torres Novas. 

After this affair. General Saldanha was obliged to write in his 
despatches, published in the public papers of the day, " It was 
very difficult to prevail on our soldiers to grant quarter, and 
consequently the number of killed was very considerable, and we 
had only seventy-eight prisoners." 

I have already alluded to the personal bravery of General 
Bacon, who also was the beau-ideal of dragoon horsemanship, and 
he performed a feat shortly after the retreat of the enemy, which 
for coolness and daring I do not believe has been equalled. He 
had the eyes of a hawk, and his sense of hearing also, was 
surprisingly acute. CJpjon the regiment being formed up in the 
square, and whilst issuing instructions to the officers relative to 
the quartering of the men in different parts of the town, as there 
were no regular cavalry barracks, he suddenly drew his sword, and 
without a single attendant, put spurs to his horse, and b^ a 
succession of leaps and bounds over the bodies of dead and dying, 
be cleared the bridge, and then was seen going at racing speed 
along the road by which the enemy were retreating. 

After the lapse of about half an hour he returned, and perceiving 
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the Portuguese troop (4th) still formed up, ordered it to overtake six 
or eight bullock drays, laden apparently with straw, but yet guarded 
by a detachment of the enemy's infantry, with instructions to make 
them prisoners, and bring back the drays. They immediately 
started at full gallop, and in due time returned with the convoy. 
The contents of these drays pj-oved to be of immense value, con- 
sisting of money, jewels, and plate, out of which the army were 
paid for a considerable time, and each soldier of the expedition 
received in addition to his pay, a gratuity of five or six crusada 
novas, prize-money. Upon subsequently talking over the foregoing 
dashing exjjloit with some of the captured guard, we gathered the 
following particulars. As they were slowly proceeding along the 
road in charge of the drays, a horseman in the uniform of an 
English officer dashed past them, being, as they supposed, a deserter 
from the constitutional army ; but before thev had well settled the 
question in their minds, he returned on the other side of the line of 
drays, and was out of sight in a moment ! They were so thoroughly 
astonished at the audacity of the thing, that not one thought of 
molesting him 1 It would appear, therefore, that when the general 
left his officers so abruptly, nis quick ear mu»t have heard the 
creaking sound of the dray wheels, which, as well as the axles, are 
in Portugal made of solid wood. 

At the special request of General Bacon I took a sketch of the 
town of Leiria, after the action, showing the position of the enemy, 
and also the interior of one of the ruinous archways of the old 
convent and bishop's palace on the hill. The former I never 
finished until a few years ago, and then with the others, I gave it 
to Lady Charlotte Bacon. 

As previously explained there were no cavalry barracks, and this 
being a notorious Miguelite town, the usual rule of billeting the 
soldiers on the inhabitants was discarded, we being simply told to 
" find our quarters." Many of the tenements were abandoned, the 
owners and occupiers of which were well-known partisans of the 
Pretender, and had made good their escape. Whilst leading my 
horse down one of the streets, and looking about for eligible 
quarters for man and beast, I decided upon taking possession of 
a house, apparently deserted ; the front door was locked, but I 
quickly forced it, and on entering I found it to be a small grocer b 
shop. On looking about there appeared to be a goodly supply of 
tea, sugar, candles, and such like articles, but vdth the exception 
of a few copper coins in the till, there was no money. In an inner 
room I found a real bed and bedding such a glorious and unlocked 
for discovery was beyond belief, as I had never experienced the 
comfort of a bed since my arrival in Portugal, except during the 
two months I was in the hospital. Upon further continuing my 
researches, I luckily found a quantity of excellent fodder. I lost 
no time therefore m bringing my horse into the shop, which I 
effected with some difficulty, however, because there was a deep 
drain between the street and front entrance, across which two 
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large flag-stones were placed to bridge it over. I apprehended 
also some danger to the horse, fearing that he might slip one of 
his legs into the opening between the two flags, which unfortunate 
accident did befall the poor brute a few hours later, on his being led 
to water. ■ Luckily assistance was at hand, and by means of a 
crowbar he was extricated, but not without having sustained con- 
siderable injury to one of his hind legs, which was dreadfully 
excoriated, and required constant fomentations to reduce the 
inflammation ; indeed, it was a miracle that his leg was not broken, 
as he struggled greatly before he was released. 
When the " reveillee " sounded nea 



next morning, I felt exceedin 
loth to quit my luxurious couch, but " c*est le devoir d'un soldat 
qui est en facnon," and turned out promptly to attend to my sick 
beast and get ready for morning parade, which I did in due time, 
leading my lame horse, and explaining the circumstance of the 
accident to the inspecting officer. 

On returning to my quarters I resumed my examination of the 
premises, and was rewarded by flndiug that ingress and egress to 
and from the building existed at the rear, by which I could in 
future lead my horse to water without danger. In rummaging 
about the shop, also, I discovered a trap-door leading into an 
extensive cellar, containing numerous pipes of wine ! Being 
undesirous of acting the part of the " dog m the manger,'* I com- 
municated my good fortune to some of my comrades, who spread 
the news in tne troop, and consequently I was soon besieged by 
applicants for wine and other goods, which I liberally distributed. 
This wastefulness, however, did not last many days, on account of 
some of the men getting intoxicated, which led to inquiries, and 
the result was, that the commissariat unceremoniously paid me a 
visit, and seized and took away the whole of my store of wine, &c. 
I blamed no one but myself, however, for this loss, as I ought to 
have been guided by the moral maxim, " Liberality consists not in 
giving largely, but In giving wisely." 

By assiduous attention to my horse's leg he was again rendered 
fit for work in about a week, which was most fortunate, as we were 
aroused in the middle of the night a few days afterwards by the 
bugles sounding ** boot and saddle," followed by " double quick," 
which meant a move and to turn out in full marching order. I 
was soon equipped, and as I rode away I confess I could riot help 
" casting a last fond look " at my late comfortable quarters. I 
well remember it was a pitch-dark night, and bitterly cold, but 
I soon found the place of "rendezvous" (the public square) 
fronting the bridge. Some of the troopers had already formed up, 
and others were arriving, whilst conspicuous amongst a group of 
officers was General Bacon's majestic figure on his war-horse 
(a roan). 

I may here note that during the siege of Oporto, and since the 
general joined the army in Lisbon, I invariably observed that 
whenever a general action was about to be fought his groom would 
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be seen leading the "roan," which the general would mount in 
exchange for the " bay," Both horses were superb animals, full of 
vigour, powerful, and very fleet ; they were, in fact, the very type 
of real Irish hunters. 

After the whole of the troops had formed our regiment filed off, 
followed by a detachment of Ca^adores (about 600 strong), half 
being mounted on mules (two on each), and several light brass 
3-pounder field-pieces, also on mules, the dismounted carriages 
being carried on others. It was, therefore, at once manifest that 
80 unusual a proceeding signified a forced night-march somewhere ; 
thus, in this form we moved on for about an hour, when the 
detachment was halted to allow the soldiers on foot to take the 
place of the others on the mules, which exchange was effected 
amidst a great deal of fun and laughter. At the next halt and 
relief which took place, strict injunctions were given to keep 
silent, as we were fast approaching the enemy's pickets. 

Owing to the rugged nature of that part of the country over 
which we were conducted, it was necessary to advance by single 
files, and as the darkness was intense, it required the utmost 
vigilance for each trooper to follow the other ; and although the 
" file " in front of me was riding a white horse, I entirely lost 
sight of him, which unlucky circumstance caused some little 
delay and confusion in the rear. 

Shortly before daybreak we reached a ravine, where the detach- 
ment were halted, and the infantry formed up in companies, one 
company being thrown out to act as skirmishers when the advance 
was ordered. The field-pieces were also quickly put in order, and 
harnessed to the required number of mules. As soon as daylight 
appeared the bugle sounded, and we cautiously advanced, the 
Ca9adores leading, supported by our regiment, and the artillery in 
the rear, whilst a number of supernumeraries and muleteers took 
charge of, and remained with the mules. This was on the 25th 
January. 

The place we were advancing to surprise was Torres Novas, a 
town of importance, and at that time garrisoned by the Miguelite 
troops we had routed at Leiria. We had not long proceeded, when 
the enemy's pickets opened fire upon our advancing skirmishers, 
who returned it unsparingly, and drove them into the town, wHch 
we soon entered. The main body of the enemy, consisting of 
infantry and cavalry, was formed m the principal square, whilst 
many of their skirmishers occupied various buildings, and picked 
off a good number of our men. We were undaunted, however 
(although the strength of the enemy was double that of our own), 
and continued our steady advance, and, after a few sharp volleys, 
the Oa9adores charged with the bayonet, and in a very short time 
it was aauve qui pent The cavalry also immediately galloped off ; 
but we pursued them hotly, and overtook them near Femes, where 
they made a stand, and fiored a volley at us with their carbines. 
One of the bullets struck me in the right leg above the anlde. 
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The wound was not serious, however, and did not deter me from 
continuing the charge with the rest. We gave no quarter, and 
took no prisoners. 

The crack regiment of Dragoons which opposed us that day, was 
known as " Chave's " cavalry, a regiment organized and entirely 
equipped and maintained by a Portuguese fidalgo of that name, 
and, of course, a staunch supporter of the Pretender. They 
received a salutary lesson, however, and doubtless did not soon 
forget the ** Lancers da Bainha." In truth the lance is a fearful 
weapon, especially in a charge, but experience has since taught me 
that an expert swordsman, when engaged in a hand-to-hand com- 
bat, has the advantage over the Lancer, in that, by a quick, dexterous 
parry and guard, he can slip under the lance, and then his adversary 
is at once at his mercy. After completely routing the enemy, we 
returned to Torres Novas, and were received with loud " vivas,*' 
the band playing the Constitutional Hymn. We were then marched 
to the cavalry barracks, which we occupied. This is a splendid 
building, with sj)aciou8 stables underneath the men's quarters, and 
the accommodation was such, that the horses stood head-to-head 
in their stables, with double mangers, and a marble trough, through 
which a stream of pure water constantly flowed. 

These barracks had been occupied by the British cavalry during 
the Peninsular War, and behind the door of the room I occupied 
was still to be seen the roll-call of one of the troops of a regiment 
pasted thereon. 

I lost no time in having my wound dressed by the regimental 
surgeon, and in removing my boot, which was full of blood, it was 
found that the bullet had carried away part of it, overall and sock, 
and grazed the bone, which was then exposed. 

The troops remained at Torres Novas only a few days, and then 
marched, leaving our regiment behind. The following night, how- 
ever, we left the barracks to join them at a town — the name of 
which I do not remember — distant about fourteen or fifteen miles. 
We halted on a high hill near this town, from which we could see 
their camp-fires, and as the day broke the scene disclosed to us 
was very striking and grand. Immediately beneath, in a valley 
through which a stream meandered, laj the town, which apparently 
was of considerable size, in the principal square of which the 
whole of our troops were assembled, their arms piled, and the men 
busily preparing breakfast. On the summit of a hill across the 
valley were to be seen two cavalry vedettes, denoting that the 
enemy were not far distant. Shortly after joining the troops in 
the square we ourselves prepared t^ get breakfast, but before we 
could finish the meal the various bugles sounded the order to 
"fall in." Shortly afterwards the whole of the troops were in 
motion, our regiment leading. Upon reaching the summit of the 
hill previously mentioned, where two of our cavalry vedettes were 
posted, the enemy's pickets fired upon us, and retired as we 
advanced ; whereupon our troop was ordered to advance, capture 
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the picket, and return. This order was given in French, by Major 
Demello, who was then acting as aide-de-camp to General Bacon. 
Singular to relate, the officer in command omitted to explain 
these instructions to the troop, but at once gave the order " iront 
form," quickly followed by "carry lance," "trot," "charge," 
after which it occupied but a few minutes to reach the pickets, 
who were extended at considerable distance from one another as 
skirmishers. After a few harmless shots they retreated .with pre- 
cipitation towards a thick grove of olives. Many of them resisted 
and were killed, whilst others threw away their muskets and 
pouch-belts, so as not to impede their flight. It was in truth a 
ludicrous sight, and I accordingly enjoyed the fun amazinglv. 
One unfortunate fellow, after running with all his might, suddenly 
turned and fell on his knees, crying out, " Oh, Jesus, Maria ! " but 
my brute of a horse, whose propensity on such occasions was to 
bolt, struck the supplicant in the chest with his fore feet, and must 
have killed him on the spot. I endeavoured all 1 could to guide 
my runaway steed, so as to clear him, but he was totally unmanage- 
able, and continued his mad speed until he was suddenly brought 
up by a thick-set hedge, from behind which a volley was fired at 
myself and a few others who had reached the olive grove before 
mentioned. The enemy were so near that I could distinguish 
their features and the white uniform they wore, and shakoes with 
oil-skin covers. Immediately after delivering the first volley I 
distinctly heard the ring of the iron ramrods as they reloaded their 
muskets. A second volley was fired, which caused numerous 
twigs and leaves of the olive-trees to fall upon and about me, 
instilling a feeling in my mind that I must, to a certainty, be 
pierced with bullets, from the fact that when I was shot through 
the breast on the 10th of October, at Campo Granda, I felt no 
pain, only (as I have previously explained) a sensation not unlike a 
galvanic shock. 

By this time Lieutenant Ijopez appeared suddenly on our 
right (bare-headed, having lost his forage-cap), and called out, 
waving his sword, " Three's right, men ! three's right! '* a move- 
ment which it was utterly impossible to execute, because we were 
all scattered about. We, however, turned our horses* heads to the 
right, and closed up quickly in single file, and whilst this was 
being effected, a Frenchman in our troop called out in French, 
" Lieutenant, la cavalerie est sur nous," and looking round I per- 
ceived a troop of the " C have's" cavalry quickly forcing a passage 
through a gap in the hedge, and forming up as quickly, under the 
command of an officer, who 1 well remember wore a cocked hat 
with an oil-skin cover, and role a grey horse. Just at this moment 
Lieutenant Wilkinson galloped up, just clearing my horse's hind- 
quarters, and in passing, said, " Front, men ! front ! " which 
order we obeyed, and thereby placed us face to face with the 
Miguelite cavalry, who were still increasing their number without 
check. The men had their swords at the " carry," and the officer 
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in front of the troop had his at the " salute," perceiving which, 
Wilkinson brought his sword to the " recover," and as he dropped 
the point to the salate, said to the Mignelite officer as he rode np 
within a few feet of him, " Yiva, signor," imagining naturally that 
he and his troup were surrendering themselves. Not so, however, 
for no sooner was the point of Wilkinson's sword dropped, than 
the treacherous wretch unexpectedly delivered an upward cut at 
his face, which it missed, whereupon Lieutenant Wilkmson made a 
cut ** five " across the fellow's face with such force, that his lower 
jaw fell on his chest. He was only a few yards from me, and 
although the occurrence was instantaneous, I distinctly saw the 
inside of his gullet. Doubtless the blow would have been repeated, 
but the fellow dashed away through the hedge and disappeared. 
Wilkinson then called upon us to " come on,*' adding, " tney are 
as cowardly as their officer." Lieutenant Skipworth joined us 
at this time, our number, including officers, being sixteen, while 
that of the Miguelites was about sixty, besides having the know- 
ledge of being supported by a regiment of infantry within a few 
hundred yards of them, in the lane, formed up into a square. 
Responding quickly to Lieutenant Wilkinson's emphatic demand, 
we each brought our lances to the " engage," and approached at a 
walk to the attack. They at first all appeared to be under a kind 
of torpor, hardly attempting to pany our thrusts ; but very soon 
recovered their presence of mind, ana with quickness at expedients, 
surrounded our little band, and then commenced hacking us 
remorselessly. 

Fortunately my horse was a very active animal, and by con- 
stantly applying either the right or left spur alternately, and 
keeping a firm grip of the reins, yet a light hand, I made him 
perform continuous evolutions which, with the very efiective 
** round parry " of the lance, and giving a point whenever I could, 
I kept my assailants at bay. In the midst of the m6lSe I noted 
that Lieutenant Skipworth had lost his lance, and was endeavouring 
to draw his sword, but could not do so, as in the excitement of the 
moment he was not aware that in grasping the handle he also 
held the skirt of his surtout. As quick as thought, however, I saw 
him drop the reins and knock the Miguelite off his horse with his 
fist. I venture to say that no one but an Englishman would ever 
have thought of such an expedient. In this hand-to-hand mur- 
derous encounter, however, he received a sword cut which divided 
his upper lip and exposed the teeth. Turning again sharply to the 
left I delivered a point at one of the cavalry, which penetrated his 
leather stock and wounded him in the throat. The lance, however, 
remained so fixed, that it was not until after a few smart tugs I 
released it, and not a moment too soon, as another cavalryman 
dashed at me from the left front and made a most desperate cut at 
my head, the force of which unhorsed him. The fellow had not 
measured his distance correctly, as the point of his sword only cut 
through the peak of my lance-cap and inflicted a slight wound on 
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my left eyebrow ; otherwise he must have cloven my head in two. 
The wound, although trifling in its nature, added much to the 
difficulty of defending myself, as the stream of blood which flowed 
from it filled my left eye ; fortunately, however, I perceived an 
opening in the " cordon " by which we had been surrounded, and at 
once availed myself of it by putting spurs to my horse. By this 
time several of my comrades had already escaped, and the few who 
were not killed were still fighting for dear life. As I dashed 
out of the circle, the riderless Miguelite horse, referred to above, 
turned shai^ly round and kept up alongside my own, when it 
occurred to me that I might as well secure him. Accordingly 
I placed my lance between the thumb and forefinger of my 
bridle-hand, and caught hold of the stray charger by the reins. 
I had not proceeded thus hardly a hundred yards, however, with 
my prize, when I heard horsemen galloping close in my rear, and 
on turning round in my saddle, observed two of the enemy's cavalry 
within a few yards of me with their swords at the charge, intent 
upon running me through. I quickly again seized my lance, which 
fortunately I could handle pretty dexterously, and kept up a 
delivery of "right-rear and left-rear points," seeing which, tney 
pulled up and <£scontinued the chase as too hazardous, especisdly 
as our advancing columns were then in sight. I continued my 
speed of retreat, however, until just before rejoining my troop, 
when being observed by Greneral Bacon, he called out, " Where the 
h — are you going, sir ! " adding something about having me shot 
for cowardice. In justice to the general, however, he subsequently 
complimented us upon our plucky conduct, when made acquainted 
with the particulars of the affair. 

Whilst defending myself against my pursuers, as detailed above, 
my "prize" got away; but not long afterwards, however, I saw 
the horse in the possession of an old soldier of our troop, who, when 
I made claim to the animal, swore that it was his by right of having 
slain the rider himself. Whilst we were wrangling about the horse 
General Saldanha and staff* rode up, and inquired the cause of the 
dispute. When, upon its being explained, he called an orderly, 
and directed the horse to be taken to the rear. Thus I lost ten 
shillings, which would have been about the amount realized by the 
sale of the animal, &c., to the Commissariat Department. This 
cool decision of the general's reminded me forcibly of the anecdote 
of the lawyer and the oyster. 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER, 73 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Retreat of the enemy into Santarem-:- Efficient practice of the Artillery — 
Return of the troops to Cartaxo— Arrival of a British Envoy at the 
outposts — Severe action fought on the 18th February, 1834— Clever 
strategy of General Saldanha — Fearful carnage at the bridge of Santa 
Maria — Complete rout of the enemy. 

Doubtless my readers will consider it surpassing strange that we 
were not all riddled with bullets by the repeated volleys fired at us 
by the regiments of infantry, as described in the foregoing. The 
explanation is, that the officers and men who composed iJie regiment 
were in favour of Donna Maria, and purposely fired high above our 
heads. One of our party only, received a shot in the abdomen on 
the occasion, and notwitnstanding, fought like a hero ; and when 
we afterwards buried our poor fellows where we had had such a 
struggle with the cavalry, his body was found close to two of the 
enemy he had himself slain. I think his name was Foster, as well 
as I recollect — however, he was our troop sergeant-major's man, 
that I perfectly remember. 

As our troops advanced, the regiment in question cheered us 
heartily, and joined our standard. Later in the day they took part 
and engaged the enemy vigorously. 

After a short halt, dWgwhiclL we buried onr dead comrades, 
the troops again moved on in pursuit of the retiring Miguelites, 
who had then taken up a commanding position on their line of 
retreat, and attempted to check our progress ; but they were soon 
dislodged and routed with the loss of their 'artillery, and continued 
to retreat. 

At a distance of about three miles, our regiment, which was in 
advance of the infantry and artilleir, unexpectedly came in full 
view of the whole Miguelite force. Tney had crossed a bridge over 
a narrow stream between two hills, and taken up a position along 
the slope of the one across the valley, and formed up in close 
column, evidently with the intention of disputing the passage of the 
bridge. General Bacon immediately ordered us to form, and 
despatched an orderly to the rear, to hasten up the artillery ; but 
as it did not make its appearance, he became very impatient and 
excited, and again sent oti' a messenger with similar orders. When 
it arrived, the guns were loaded, some with grape and canister shot, 
and placed in position in the rear of the regiment. In the mean- 
time the regiment were told off by threes from the centre, and 
specially cautioned not to make a mistake, as otherwise it would 
mar the object intended, and endanger the lives of some of the men 
and horses. Everything being ready, the general himself gave the 
word, " Threes outwards ; march ; trot," which movement was 
executed without the slightest fault. The six field-pieces were then 
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fired simtiltaneonsly through the opening thns made, and quickly 
reloaded and fired again and aeain, apparently witH fearfnl effect. 
Not a shot was retnmed by tne enemy, who immediately beat a 
precipitate retreat in great confusion, taJang the road to Santarem. 
When the rest of the troops and baggage came up, they bivouacked 
on the ground we occupied. 

Early next morning I crossed the bridge in front, and strolled 
with many others about the hill-slope wmch the enemy occupied 
overnight, and were astonished at the result of the artillery's fire. 
The poor wretches had literally been mowed down by dozens, and 
the ground was strewed here and there with headless trunks, legs, 
arms, and muskets, &c. Many of the poor creatures still survived 
and were removed from the field, and humanely attended by our 
staff surgeons. 

Apparently, by this last military operation. General Saldanha 
had succeeded in his object of crushing the Miguelite force which 
had occupied Leiria and Torres Novas, and (friven the remnant 
into Santarem, and, as doubtless he considered it would have been 
hazardous and inexpedient to have made an attack upon Don 
Miguel's stronghold, he prudently determined to return to Cartaxo, 
where we arrived in due time and reoccupied our quarters. 

Not long after my return to Cartaxo I was again detached 
on picket duty at Val de Santarem, and on one occasion consider- 
able stir and excitement was caused amongst the troops quartered 
at this outpost by the arrival of Lord Howard de Walden, the 
British envoy, accompanied by Field-Marshal Count Saldanha, 
and some other personage of note. It subsequently transpired 
that the object of Lord Howard was to have an interview with 
Don Miguel, in Santarem, and on behalf of Don Pedro, to offer 
him certain terms of amnesty and a pension, if he would dis- 
continue the war ; and impress upon him that he had no chance of 
success, as England and France were pledged never to allow him 
to be King of Portugal ; and to this end they proceeded along the 
causeway to Santarem, attended by a trumpeter carrying a flag 
of truce. From the rising ground at a distance we .distinctly 
witnessed the meeting of the envoy and Saldanha with some 
Miguelite officers, and watched with great interest the result, which 
did not, however, occupy any length of time, as they returned to 
Cartaxo without having been admitted into the town. We sub- 
sequently learned that the deputation were met by Lemos, the 
commander-in-chief of Don Miguel's army ; but whatever the 
nature of the conference was, it must have been unsatisfactory, as 
the war was continued. 

During the night of the 17th February, or early on the morning 
of the 18th, I was aroused out of my sleep by our regimental 
trumpeters sounding the well-known call, to turn out in " double 
quick," and as I was engaged saddling my horse, I could hear 
distinctly the " boom " of heavy guns m the direction of Val de 
Santarem, which unusual occurrence presaged a general action. 
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Serjeant Heath and myself were soon eqnipped, and tamed out 
in Lavy marching oidir. whioli was a Itan^ regulation on 
emergencies of the Idnd, as it was never known wkat might come 
to pass. 

By this time officers were galloping np and down the streets, 
tmmpeters repeating the call to " tnm ont," and lights seen 
flitting abont General Saldanha's quarters; in short, the whole 
town was in commotion and flnrry. As I rode past the residence 
of my lady-love, I noticed that she was standing in the balcony. 
She waved her handkerchief (disconsolately, I thought,) very 
probably thinking it might be the last time she would ever cast her 
eyes upon me. Upon our reaching the parade ground General 
Bacon and several of the officers had already assembled, and 
within half an hour from the first trumpet-call our regiment was 
on the Bdarch, and proceeded towards the outposts ; but halted 
and formed up on the table-land between Oartaxo and Yal, to 
await the muster of the whole of the troops. The cannonading 
was continuous all the time, and seemed to extend from the front 
to the left of our position. 

Soon after daybreak, an aide-de-camp from General Saldanha 
brought a message to General Bacon, who immediately ordered our 
troop and some other Portuguese cavalry to advance, and took 
himself the command ; and as we proceeded I noted that he led us 
towards the bridge of Celleiro, and upon reaching the heights 
overlooking the valley through which the river Mayor flows, we 
could see the enemy in great force on the high ground opposite, 
apparently moving towards the left of our position, and as they 
did so, we continued to keep ]parallel to them; but when they 
reached the road opposite the bridge of ** Santa Maria,*' where the 
ground slopes gradually to the edge of the stream, they halted and 
formed in close column. 

The ground we occupied was thickly timbered with olive-trees, 
which grow luxuriously, and attain a considerable height in Portu- 
gal, and even enable cavalry to form beneath their branches with- 
out much inconvenience. To our no little surprise one of the 
infantry regiments in dark uniforms formed up immediately 
opfjosite us on the sloping ground before described, and were 
apparently ordered to ** pile arms." Whilst this was being done, 
an English officer, wearing a scarlet uniform, placed himself in 
front of his men, and commenced to heap upon us a volley of 
abuse, calling us pickpockets, thieves, and the scrapings of New- 
gate ! This scoundrel, I heard at the time, held the rank of major 
in the service of the queen, and deserted to the enemy. His name 
was then quite familiar, but has now escaped my memory, it was, 
however, something like " Williams." 

Suddenly we nouced the Miguelites resume possession of their 
muskets,' and immediately open out from the centre, disclosing 
several pieces of artillery, which had been concealed and placed 
in position during the above insulting parley ; but fortunately the 
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elevatioii of the gDBs was too lugh, owing to their close proximity, 
as not one of us was hit ; the shower of shot, however, passed over 
and cmshed through the olive-trees, lopping off brancnes in every 
direction, one of which fell on my head. Before the artillerymen 
conld reload, General Bacon gave the word " Threes left, gallop, 
march." As we fell hack, however, they again fired a volley 
before we could get out of reach, but the aim this time was too 
low, as the shot only ploughed the ground harmlessly about us. 

Upon reaching a building of some size not far distant the 
general halted and formed the troop up in the rear of it, and then 
ordered us to dismount; but although we were comparatively 
sheltered from the enemy's shot, they succeeded in throwing 
several shells amongst us, by which one of our men had the calf of 
his leg completely severed by the explosion of one of these missiles ; 
considerable confusion also was consequently created amongst the 
horses, but noike of them were injured. 

The battle at this time had begun in real earnest, extending from 
right to left of our position, several miles. The enemy evidently 
were making strenuous efforts to carry the bridge before mentioned, 
and gain a footing on our side of the stream, but were vigorously 
repulsed by several regiments of Ca9adores. The rockets and 
artillery also were doing good service in checking them. About 
midday General Saldanha and his staff appeared on the scene, 
having satisfied himself that the several attacks made by the 
enemy at Almoster and other places along the river Mayor, were 
merely a feint, the real point or attack being the bridge of Santa 
Maria, which we were theo defending. 

Suddenly the bugler who accompanied Saldanha sounded the 
general retreat, which we heard quickly repeated along the lines by 
the bugles of the various regiments. By this time a couple of 
squadrons of our regiment joined us, and formed up. General 
Saldanha then allowed the Miguelites to execute their plan to 
such an extent as to bring them within the operations of the 
scheme which he had formed to defeat it. He permitted them to 
advance to a considerable distance on the table-land from their 
own position, and to approach after they had crossed the bridge of 
Santa Maria, which was now their only means of retreat, as the 
stream was not fordable. The bugles then sounded the advance, 
when the whole strength of the troops at the general's command 
attacked the rebels, by pouring a withering fire into their ranks, 
broke across their lines with the bayonet, and drove them in 
confusion to the bridge, which afforded but an inefficient means of 
escape, and they were slaughtered in great numbers. The carnage 
was indeed something dreadful ! 

Whilst this was going on we continued inactive, as the enemy's 
cavalry remained on the opposite side of the stream ; had they 
crossed the bridge with their infantry, the nature of the ground 
would have enabled us to act with effect. General Bacon, how- 
ever, watched keenly to take advantage of any opportunity which 
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might offer. Well do I remember, he was smoking cigars all the 
time, and the number he must have consumed was prodigious ! 
He had just lit a fresh one after the havoc on the bridge of Santa 
Maria, when a couple of squadrons of the enemy's cavalry were ob- 
served to charge the Ca^adores, who had crossed the river in pursuit 
of the retiring enemy ; whereupon, he threw away the cigar, and 
hastily gave the usual orders to mount, &c. We immediately 
dashed after him towards the bridge, but when we reached it, it 
was so blocked up with dead bodies, that very few of the horses 
faced the passage ; however. Captain Wakefield, and some of the 
best mounted in the first and second troops succeeded in crossing, 
and quickly formed on the other side, after which, we charged the 
cavalry and completely routed them, leaving a great number killed 
on the field. Upon recrossing the bridge the whole of the infantry 
regiments with ourselves and the artillery and rocket-frames moved 
up the stream towards Almoster, where the Miguelites made 
another " forlorn hope " attempt to storm our position, but were 
again repulsed with great loss; and towards night the whole 
strength of Don Miguel's army were in full retreat towards 
Santarem. 

Whilst engaged spurring and urging our horses to cross the 
bridge to attack the cavalry, I witnessed one of the most cold- 
blooded and brutal actions ever perpetrated by a human being, the 
recollection of which chills my very blood to this day ! 

A poor fellow (one of the enemy's infantry) was lying on the 
ground writhing in agony ; against the side wall of the bridge wa? 
his musket with fixed bayonet, which a trooper deliberately seized 
and hurled at him, with such force, that added to the weight of the 
musket, it transfixed him to the earth ! the weapon remaining 
upright, quivering in the air ! 

We reached our quarters at Cartaxo about ten p.m., thus having 
been upwards of twenty -four hours without food of any kind, and 
consequently felt pretty hungry and tired, as may be imagined. 

Upon answering to our names at the " roll-call," it was found 
that very few men were either killed or missing, which was due to 
the constant thoughtfulness of General Bacon, which, besides other 
superior qualities as a cavalry officer, he possessed to an eminent 
degree, his greatest anxiety being ever to consider the safety of his 
men in action. Throughout the entire campaign he was never 
known to have once exposed his regiment to the enemy's fire need- 
lessly — consequently he was greatly esteemed by the men under 
his command, who, having the utmost confidence in him, were 
always ready to face any danger when called upon. I have often 
thought that had he remained in his old regiment", the 17th Lancers, 
in which he held the rank of major, and served during the Crimean 
War, he would have made a mark for himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

KvaiMmtiou wi S*n!Ai\*s:^Ketriiwt of Dc^n Miguel towards Evora — Cross 
\\w Ia^U!* in )*;\r>;::; A Vm;::'l)cd dimsol — Sarrender of Don Miguel 
to tu'iuTrtl SaiaanV.*. S!^:h Mat. 1S34— Escorted the Pretender to 
Siiioft A^om}^; u)Aai' ;«^ n«»us:nau^ him — His embarkation on board 
a UritiM) mAn-of-wAr, the 5:^1,^ ~ A ladicrons efnsode — Placed nnder 
Kvk An«l ko\ llw luvuTv of a fMther bed — A pleasant swim absurdly 
uxtorrupttsl Murvicr$ ojvr.lr perpetrated in Uie streets of Lisbon — 
Tho cbolcra \u l.i»Kv» — S« ian round the HoMting* — Death of Don 
IVsliW iSiui St'incaiber. 1S544. 

Si>Mi: tlmo at tor I ho Kiif.o a: Ponta Santa Maria, a strong force of 
tho onotnv's iulantrv nuvl vV»\-alT>- orossed theTaiyus at a place said 
to Ih^ !imlaMo» atui aavar.vwl ir.to the plain with the intention of 
turniuir iiotior^U S:iUianha*is rlc'nt position; bnt afber a sharp 
skinuish thov wort* ajr.nn drivon ovor the river, and retired into 
Santnrom, w^ion* thov nnuahuvi quiot and inactive. This was some 
\\\\w in .\|M'il. and on xho toV.owinc month, during the night of the 
Isth, Oon Mii^uol abandom\i his jv^sition, and after crossing the 
Tajfus. n*trt»atod in the dinvnon of Evora, the capital of 
Alomtojo. 

As soon as tho a I wo intolHg^^noe wasreoeived we were all placed 
iindor i>r\lors to inan'h at a moniont's notice, and on the following 
ihiy (lont'va! Saldanha and tho Puko of Terceira. each at the head 
ol" al»out lO.vHH* nioiu orK>ssi\i tho Tairus in pursuit, taking different 
iliivotiouH — our n^j^iniout forming; }\irt of General Saldanha's 
ooluiun. 

Whilst fiiLjai^t'd pro|viriuir to tinally quit mv old quarters, I was 
surprisod hy mv landhidy brinjnnir in a stone lar containing a con- 
sidorahlo nuin\)or i>t' moidon^s. sent to me by the young Portu- 
f:fuoso {^irl, whoso alTootious I liad jj-ained, for the express purpose of 
puroluisiuif a mulo» «S:c., for her, she luiving resolved to forsake her 
iiomo and follow my fortunes ! Of course, I declined to acquiesce in 
Hiich a ronumtic notion, and returned the gold, which, by-the-way, 
it ai)poariHl, b1u» liad purh)ineil from her father, I know not what 
siie tliought of my ungaUant refusal, as I never saw her again. 

We reached Evora on the ilst or *22nd of May, and to otur 
astonishment, rumour was quickly circulateil amongst the troops 
that Don Miguel was actually in the town, and had proposed to the 
commanders of the Queen's army a suspension of arms, which was 
granted. 

Negotiations then took place between the two brothers, through 
their respective generals, which resulted in Don Miguel's accepting 
certain conventional terms, stipulating that he should receive an 
annuity of 16,000L — ^relinquish all pretensions to the throne of 
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Portugal — quit the country, and not return on pain of death ! This 
compact was signed by him on the 26th of May. After which, all 
his troops laid down their arms and were permitted (if desirous) to 
return to their homes — thus ended a protracted and sanguinary 
war, the originator of which, to say nothing of the extraordinary 
vices and follies he had been guilty of, merits the deep censure 
which has been heaped upon him, in that he swore fealty to 
the Portuguese Constitution and took the prescribed oaths as 
Kegent of Portugal during the minority of Donna Maria da Gloria, 
to whom he was betrothed when she was only a child, and then 
changed the command of the provinces and the colonels of the 
constitutional regiments for other oflBicers more attached to his 
person, and subsequently declared himself the legitimate King of 
Portugal ! 

Many startling incidents have been related to me by eye-witnesses 
of his brutal and inhuman conduct, of which the following are a 
few instances. 

In all the towns in Portugal a stone pillar is erected in the public 
square, which is used to execute criminals, and many a poor wretch 
has thus been strangled by him charged with treason, although 
probably quite innocent of the offence laid to his charge ! 

Being a splendid horseman, he would sometimes be seen galloping 
up and down the steep paved streets of the capital, which after rain 
especially, were rendered slippery ; but if the animal he bestrode 
made the least /awaj^os he would vault off, and stab it on the spot, 
then mount the horse of his attendant, and dash^ away at the same 
mad speed. He had also a great antipathy to dogs, and on 
occasions he might be observed, provided with a spear, hunting and 
slaughtering them in the public streets. 

On the 30th of May, Don Miguel with General Lemos and 
several of his Staff, accompanied by a troop of his cavalry (then 
recently formed into Lancers) and escorted by a part of our regiment, 
quitted Evora for Sines, a town in Alemtejo, which had been ap- 
pointed as the place of his embarkation — this was the second time 
1 had marched through the province of Alemtejo during the exces- 
sive heat of summer, which, added to the sandy nature of the soil, 
rendered it all the more toilsome and oppressive. We suffered greatly 
also for the want of water on the line of march, and I remember 
vividly the regiment and its attendant cavalcade being halted one 
day at a roadside well, which, however, was at once so besieged, that 
it was almost hopeless to obtain a drink. Whilst waiting my turn 
to fill my canteen I observed Don Miguel call one of his Lancers 
and hand him a small pocket-flask to fill with water. The 
Miguielite, doubtless feeling very mighty and consequential in being 
selected to perform this service, at once " elbowed " his way incon- 
siderately through the throng to where a trooper was standing in 
the act of filling his canteen, and in doing so, caused him to spill 
some of the water. Quickly perceiving who was the intruder. 
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ho ocHillv placovl the bucket on the ffroimd, and with a well- 
tUn^ottHO^low of his fist sent the Migaelite sprawling on his back. 
I shall iiowr fonjet the expression of hate and ferocity which 
was iloi)iotoil in Don MigneVs face npon witnessing the above 
ocourremv. 

On the lino of march I had only been able to obtain a glance of 
Don Mijifiu'l's face and fiijure, but on the occasion above related, I 
stoixl several minutes within ten yards of him. He appeared to 
me to Ih» a handsome, active, well-made man, about the middle 
heijxbt. much younjrer than his brother Don Pedro, and not at all 
roweiubling liiin, Don Peiiro being taller, of a much darker com- 
])lexii)u, and greatly marked and disfigured by the small-pox. He 
also, unlike his brother, wore a long beard. 

The day In^fore our arrival at Sines an incident occurred which 
might have Wen attended with serious consequences to myself, if 
the war had not terminated. A strong body of mounted I^ljguelite 
(iuerillas Wing observed formed up some little distance on our 
right, an officer and six files from the right of the 1st Troop (of 
which I was one) were ordered to communicate with the officer in 
eomniand, and inform him of the then state of affairs, and as we went 
ofFat full Hj>etMl, my powerful English horse bolted, and dashed 
through their ranks, upsetting one or two of their diminutive horses, 
and tlieu continued his mad career for some distance before I could 
pull him up. 

On the hue of march we made great fun of Don Miguel's body- 
guard, by jeering them about their lances, which consisted simply 
of loug i>ole8 with common iron spikes at the ends, without the 
usual gr(H)ves like ours. Doubtless they were not sorry when they 
reaeho<l their <lestination and got rid of the annoyance. 

\Vo bivouacked within a short distance of Sines, on the evening 
of the 1st of June, at a farm-house which Don Miguel and his 
Stall occupieil for the night, and early next morning resumed our 
inarch. U pon entt^ring the town a few hours afterwards, we formed 
up in the si^uare, where Don Miguel and his Staff were met by 
the caj">t4un and officers of the British frigate Stag, and thence 
proceeded down the principal street followed by a laj^e concourse 
of p<'()ple. 

"Whilst we were being told off by " files " preparatory to dismount- 
ing, and not more than five minutes had elapsed after Don Miguel 
and his retinue had moved away, one of the staff dashed up in 
front of our troop, and addressed the officers in command very 
excitedly in broken English, but sufficiently well to be under- 
stood and heard by the whole troop, " Come quick, Don Miguel 
is murdered 1 " which request was instantly complied >vith, and 
we speedily followed the bearer of this astounding intelligence 
to where the alleged crime had been perpetrated. 

Upon reaching the spot, we were at once ordered to form two 
lines and keep the centre of the street clear of the crowd which had 
asfiembled in front of apparently the principal house with a balcony) 
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immediately opposite to which, and in the middle of the pavement, 
was a large pool of blood. It occurred to me at the moment, how- 
ever, that the blood could not possibly be that of a human being, as 
it appeared more as if a bullock had been slaughtered on the spot. 
The occurrence was soon revealed to us, however, by the bystanders, 
and was as follows : — 

When Don Miguel reached the locality in question, a young 
man rushed from amidst the confused multitude, and with a 
stiletto made a determined stab at him, saying, as he did so, 
" That's for the murder of my brother." On seeing the flash of 
the glittering weapon Don Miguel fortunately succeeded, by a dex- 
terous management of his horse, to cause it to swerve and rear, by 
which action the animal received the full force of the blow in the 
neck — hence the supposed assassination. I presume the culprit 
must have been arrested there and then, as I did not see him, and 
never afterwards heard what his fate was. 

Shortly after the above tragical event, Don Miguel, surrounded by 
his Staff and the officers of the Stag frigate, appeared on the 
balcony of the house into which he had retired, and saluted the 

Eopulace, who thereupon greeted him with loud vivaa. Half an 
our later he issued from the house, and proceeded with his atten- 
dants to the place of embarkation, keeping the cleared centre of the 
street which was lined and guarded on each side by our regiment, 
and as he passed along he apparently felt greatly dejected and 
sorrowful at his humiliated position, as a tear was clearly discerni- 
ble on his pallid cheek. After entering the boats with some of his 
followers, and when seen to leave the shore, a general salute was 
fired on board the frigate. 

Don Miguel's bodyguard of Lancers must have been disbanded 
immediately after entering the town, as we saw no more of them 
afterwards. 

There being no regular barracks in the place, we were, as usual, 
desired to find our quarters. I at once knocked at a respectable- 
looking building, and upon the door being opened by a young 
female (who I subsequently found was the landlady herself, and a 
widow,) I unceremoniously walked in, saying that I required quarters 
in the house. She became much excited and alarmed at my de- 
mand, and energetically protested against it, declaring solemnly 
that she had no accommodation. Notwithstanding these declama- 
tions, however, I lost no time in depositing my saddle and accoutre- 
ments, &c., in the room, much to her horror and trepidation. I 
somewhat succeeded, however, after a little, in dispelling her fears, 
by assuring her she need not apprehend any harm, and that I would 
incommode her as little as possible; doubtless my appearance 
greatly increased her terror and anxiety, owing to my swarthy 
complexion and dirt-begrime'd face. These fears were quickly dis- 
pelled, however, after Imi,d had a thorough wash, put on clean linen, 
and donned the undress uniform with white overalls ; indeed, before 
we marched to return to Lisbou, which was on the morning of the 
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fjjurtli «ljiy ftfti»r our arrival, she thought me a "Monto boiiita 
rapaz," a very j^^ctty boy. In reply to inqniries where I conld 
procuH' Koni<» fodder for my horse, she pointed ont an empty bnild- 
\x\)f iicrnsH tho Htrcet, in which there was a quantity of chaff, and 
Hpan' slu'd also for my horse. This was a most fortunate circum- 
Hlance, and tlie more ho on account of its close proximity to my 
own qnartorH. 

Ifaviu^ observed some fish exposed for sale in the market-place, 
T gave my landlady a small amount of money to procure me some. 
She promptly started off, and soon returned with one resemblinff 
thft barracuda, caught on the coast of Tasmania and Sonu 
Australia, which she nicely fried; and with a pint of very fair wine, 
whicli slie also procured, I made an excellent meal, after which I 
took a stroll to the beach. 

Sines is not a seaport town, being only a '* roadstead/' and 
exposed to the mighty force of the Atlantic. Consequently the 
Hurf is considerable, even in calm weather. The line of coast 
consists of steep cliffs, which rise perpendicularly to a great height 
from the l>each, and is only reached oy means of numerous steps 
cut into the solid rock. After descenoing from the town above on 
to the bench, I observed a lieutenant of the Stag frigate superin- 
tending the removal of Don Miguel's baggage into several boats, 
which, in cou sequence of the shallowness of the water and heavy 
Kf.>a, were unable to approach, so that everything had to be carried 
by the sailors. One of Don Miguel's followers was also over- 
looking these operations. I remember well, he was a short, 
ror]>iilont person, and wore a cocked hat with an oilskin cover. 
Whon alxmt the last of the baggage had been safely deposited in 
thf! Wits, this personage intimated to the naval ofELcer nis desire 
to Ik; placr;d in one of the boats, as he was anxious to get on board 
the frigate as soon as possible. To which the officer politely 
n;plied, assuring him that his request would be immediatelv 
attended to, and then called out to his men to " Bear a hand, 
adding, "here, one of you, take that gentleman off." 

'f'he scene which then presented itself was of the most ludicrous 
kind. One of the " blue-jackets " began >vith a comical face to point 
over his shoulder with his thumb at the candidate for a lift into 
one of the lx)ats, whilst another thus addressed a comrade, " I say, 
Jfu;k — my eye," and nodded in the direction of the object referred 
to, then swaying his body backwards and forwards he finished 
the dumb-show with a hop, step, and jump. 

The officer in charge, however, quickly put a stop to this 
pantomime, by naming one of the crew to " take the gentleman 
off; " whereupon a nne-looking fellow, and perfect specimen of 
a man-of-war s man, came forward and placed himself in a stooping 
position, to enable ilie general (or whatever his rank) to eet upon 
nis shoulders, ** straddling "—or as the French language hmnour- 
onsly describes it, "Aller ^ cheval, jambe d^ jambe deUL" 
When thus placed, the sailor slowly rose under the great weighti 
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and waded into the sea; but before he conld reach the boat a 
heavy wave struck him forcibly on the chest, which made him 
totter, lose his balance, and fall backwards with his burden. 
There was, of course, a roar of laughter among the men, which the 
officer, however, quickly suppressed, pretending to be very angry, 
although it was evident he enjoyed the fun, and was himself 
almost convulsed with merriment. 

As to the unfortunate Miguelite, it would be difficult to depict 
the rage he exhibited, vovmig that as soon as he got on board the 
frigate he would have the sailor flogged, as he was certain the 
occurrence was premeditated. What gave the incident a still 
more absurd and ridiculous complexion, was seeing the wrathful 
individual's cocked hat bobbing up and down like a cockle-shell. 
After Don Miguel's discomfited follower had been sent off to the 
frigate I had an interesting long chat with the officer of the frigate, 
whose name was McGulloch, and from whom I gathered that his 
vessel had only just arrived from Plymouth, and that he knew 
perfectly well my relatives. Major Hombrook, of the Royal 
Marines, and some of the other members of the family, who then 
resided on the Orescent, Union Street, Plymouth. 

Some years after my arrival in South Australia, the late poor 
Grordon — who, like myself, was an officer in the mounted police — and 
several other Qhoice spirits, used to patronize an inn which then 
stood in Stephen's Place, kept by a person named Edwards, who, with 
the late Mr. Ewens, was a celebrated vocalist. There were others 
besides who frequented the house, of less capacity of voice, but not 
less enthusiastic. On one of these pleasant musical reunions, a 
sheep farmer of the name of McOulloch, introduced me to his 
brother at the conclusion of an operatic piece of music, which he 
had performed with great perfection on the flute, and I immedi- 
ately recognized him as my quondam acquaintance on the beach at 
Sines. He informed me he had just arrived from England, having 
quitted the Royal Navy to join his brother in South Australia. 
My readers may imagine, therefore, with what zest and delight we 
recounted the foregoing incidents. 

I believe the two brothers were subsequently unsuccessful in 
sheep-farming, and got themselves involved in pecuniary diffi- 
culties ; but what eventually became of them I am not aware. The 
late Mr. Nathaniel Hailes informed me that he knew them well, 
and as auctioneer and agent bought the sheep for them at 25«. 
per head, and sold them again for 2«. 6d. ! Such were the extra- 
ordinary fluctuations in the value of stock in the early days of the 
colony. 

I returned to my quarters after an enjoyable walk, and passed a 
pleasant evening with my landlady and some friends she had 
invited, whom I interested by producmg a number of sketches I had 
taken. Later in the evening a violin was obtained, upon which I 
played some tunes, which added much to the amusement of the 
company. 

G 2 
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After they had returned to their homes I was shown a room on 
the ground floor I was to occupy, in which was a luxurious feather 
bed, the first I had seen since the one I occupied at Leiria. 

Having bid my kind hostess good-night, I was soon buried in 
the soft couch, and when just about falling into a sleep I heard 
the door of my room being silently locked from the outside. I 
could not help laughing at this little " ruse de guerre,*' and not- 
withstanding slept soundly. When the " reveille " sounded next 
morning I quickly dressed myself and went to the door, forgetting 
I had been locked in over night. After applying a few kicks at 
the door, however, I heard my landlady from upstairs saying, 
" Ja ven, signer ; ja ven." ** I am coming, sir ; I am coming." Upon 
unlocking the door she looked greatly confused, and offered some 
kind of excuse. I said nothing, however, and only laughed. I 
may here add that the succeeding nights I slept in the house I 
was not again put under " lock and key." 

After having attended to my horse and breakfasted, I again 
descended the face of the cliff by the steps on to the beach, and as 
it was a hot, oppressive day, I formed a resolution to swim out 
to the ^ag frigate, which was still at anchor about three miles 
off shore, and midway between her lay a Portugese corvette. 
Having divested myself of my garments, I plunged into the water, 
which was delightfully cool, and commenced the task I had set 
myself to peitorm. After passing the corvette a few hundred 
yards, and whilst lying on my l^k floating to rest myself, I 
observed a boat quit the side of the vessel and pull quickly to- 
wards me. As it neared, the officer in the stem stood up and 
began interrogating me as to my nationality — ^the regiment I 
belonged to — and wnere I was going ; to which questions I replied. 
He then said, " You are a deserter : you must enter this boat," 
which I djclined to do, thinking it all a joke, and struck out again 
towards the frigate. The officer was not to be baulked, however, 
and gave orders to his men to pull after and seize me. A few 
vigorous strokes brought the boat up, and as it almost grazed my 
shoulder the sailor pulling the "bow oar" made a grab at my 
hair, but I quickly dived under the boat and evaded the grip. 
After repeating these dodges several times I at last felt exhausted, 
and had to submit. They then pulled back to the corvette, when 
the officer went on board to make his report of my capture. 
During this time I remained in the stem sheets of the boat with- 
out any covering, and began to feel chilled, whereupon I threatened 
to jump overboard if I was not immediately supplied with clothing 
of some kind. This had the desired effect, and a shirt and pair (2 
sailor's duck trousers were handed to me, which after I put on, I 
was ordered into the captain's cabin, in which were a number of 
officers, who interrogated me as the officer in the boat had pre- 
viouslj done, and finally intimated that I was arrested for 
desertion; whereupon I strongly jtrotested against being thns 
interfered with and deprived of my liberty. As to the chuge of 
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desertion, it was preposterous for any one to suppose that I had 
such an intention after serving throughout the campaign and being 
entitled to my discharge now that the war was at an end. Besides 
which, the Gk)vemment were indebted to me a considerable sum of 
money as arrears of pay, which it was not likely I would willingly 
abandon. But notwithstanding my arguments and protestations, 
I was ordered to be taken on shore in custody and delivered over 
to my officers. 

On getting ashore I picked up mjr clothes, but only put on my 
boots, and in the garb before described was marched to Captain 
Wakefield's quarters, where, opportunely. Captain Griffiths and 
several officers were assembled. Upon being admitted before them 
with mv captors, and the charge and circumstances relative to my 
arrest having been made known, there was a simultaneous burst 
of laughter from all present. Of course I was immediately told to 
return to my quarters, whilst my discomfited captor gladly beat a 
retreat, shorn of the compliments and thanks he anticipated 
receiving for the great zeal he had displayed in the service of 
Donna Maria. 

I shall never forget the astonishment of my hostess at my 
ludicrous appearance, and after I had given her an account of the 
circumstances attending my capture, &c., she went into a fit of 
immoderate laughter, in which I heartily joined. 

On the morning of the 6th June, we left Sines for Lisbon, vid, 
Salvaterra, situate on that part of the Tagus which expands 
itself into a beautiful lake, where large and commodious boats 
were procured, into which the whole of our detachment embarked. 
We had a most delightful sail across this incomparable sheet of 
water, and in due time landed in the Black Horse Square, whence 
we marched to our old quarters at Alcantara. 

Owing to numerous murders which were then perpetrated in the 
streets of Lisbon, even in open day, we were told off to perform 
police duty, and patrol the streets. I remember on one occasion, 
when off duty, I was proceeding along a street, when my attention 
was drawn to a mob of infuriated ruffians with drawn knives, 
forcibly pushing and kicking an unfortunate creature, on whose 
back a placard was attached with the word "buro" (meaning 
donkey) written in large letters. I followed them some distance 
down a by-street, when suddenly, to my horror, they simultaneously 
rushed upon him and plunged their knives into his body, and left 
him in the gutter weltering in blood! On making inquiries I 
gathered that the murdered man had been a staunch Miguelite, 
and his retreat having been discovered, he was dragged out, and 
assassinated in the manner I have described. 

Daring the months of June and July the cholera raged furiously 
in Lisbon, and many of our men in barracks died of it, One poor 
fellow suffering from the disease, and who was lying beside me on 
the floor, was continuously begging a drink of water from me 
during the whole night; next morning, however, he was found 
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dead. As it was imperatively necessary (for obvious reasons) to 
remove and bury the body immediately, we had to carry it without 
coffin or shroud, on our shoulders amongst twelve of us (turn 
about) to the burying-place, where deep long trenches were dag 
parallel to each other, into one of which the corpse of our comrade 
was cast, and a quantity of quicklime thrown over it afterwards. 
I noted in the same trench the body of a child lying at the bottom. 
It was nicely dressed in a white frock, and decorated with tinsel, 
and a wreath of flowers round its little head, the recollection of 
which disgusting sight makes me shudder as I write. These 
trenches were expressly set apart as a receptacle for the bodies of 
persons who had died of the cholera, and were some distance out- 
side the town. The head of each trench abutted on a high wall, 
and was numbered in large figures from one upwards. On the 
occasion referred to, six or seven of these had already been com- 
pletely filled up, as some thousands of the inhabitants had died of 
this fearful scourge. The foregoing mode of burial appears also to 
be adopted by the lower classes, and is well described in " Sketches 
in Portugal, during the Civil "War of 1834," which is a most 
entertaining work. It contains an interesting description of the 
country, scenery, and manners of the Portuguese ; and I highly 
commend it as most truthful in every particular. 

One sultry day in July, myself and several of my comrades 
proceeded to the "Alcantara steps" to bathe, when a general 
proposal was made as to who would swim the farthest for a bet of 
a few " Canadas " of wine, whereupon I challenged the whole of 
chose present. 

I must premise, that by reference to the works of Lord Byron, 
and to his letters and journals, with notices of his life by Thomas 
Moore, of which the loUowing are extracts, it will be seen that 
his lordship performed the dangerous and difficult feat of 
swimming across the Hellespont, a narrow strait between Asia 
and Europe, celebrated for the love and death of Leander, and 
also subsequently swam across the Tagus, a distance of about a 
mile and a half, which he says was much more perilous and distressing 
than the former, and occupied two hours longer in accomplishing. 
Byron writes as follows :-w- 

AFTER SWIMMING FROM SESTOS TO ABYDOS. 

May 9th, 1810. 

If in the month of dark December, 

Leander, who was nightly wont 
(What maid will not the tale remember ?) 

To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont ! 

If when the wintry tempest roar'd, 

He sped to Hero, nothing loth, 
And thus of old thy current pour'd. 

Fair Venus ! how I pity both ! 
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For me, degenerate modern wretch, 

Though in the genial month of May, 
My dripping limbs I faintly stretch, 

And think I've done a feat to-day. 

Bat since he cross'd the rapid tide. 

According to the doubtful story. 
To woo — and — Lord knows what beside, 

And swam for love, as I for glory. 

'Twere hard to say who fared the best : 
Sad mortals thus the gods still plague you ! 

He lost his labour, I my jest, 
For he was drown'd, and I've the ague. 

Note. — On the 3rd of May, 1810, while the Salsette (Captain 
Bathurst) was lying in the Dardanelles, Lieutenant Ekenhead of 
that frigate, and the writer of these rhymes, swam from the European 
shore to the Asiatic — by-the-bye, from Abydos to Sestos would 
have been more correct. The whole distance from the place whence 
we started to our landing on the other side, including the length 
we were carried by the current, was computed by those on board 
the frigate at upwards of four English miles, though the actual 
breadth is barely one. The rapidity of the current is such that no 
boat can row directly across, and it may in some measure be 
estimated from the circumstance of the whole distance being 
accomplished by one of the parties in an hour and five minutes, 
and by the other in an hour and ten minutes. The water was 
extremely cold, from the melting of the moimtain snows. About 
three weeks before, in April, we had made an attempt, but having 
ridden all the way from Troad the same morning, an.d the water 
being of an icy chillness, we found it necessary to postpone the 
completion till the frigate anchored below the castle, when we 
swam the straits, as just stated; entering a considerable way 
above the European, and landing below the Asiatic fort. Chevalier 
says, that a young Jew swam the same distance for his mistress ; 
and Oliver mentions its having been done by a Neapolitan ; but 
our Consul Tarragona remembered neither of these circumstances, 
and tried to dissuade us from the attempt. A number of the 
/SaZse^^e'fi crew were known to have accomplisned a greater distance ; 
and the only thing that surprised me was, that as doubts had been 
entertained of the truth of Leander's story, no traveller had ever 
endeavoured to ascertain its practicability. — B. 

Letter 42. " Salsetie Frigate, May 2rd, 1810. 

" To Mr. Henry Drury : — 

" This morning I swam from Sestos to Abydos. The immediate 
distance is not above a mile, but the current renders it hazardous, 
so much so, that I doubt whether Leander's conju^l affection 
must not have been a little chilled in his passage to ^Paradise. I 
attempted it a week ago and failed, owing to ttie north wind and 
the wonderful rapidity of the tide, though I have been from my 
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childhood a strong swimmer; bnt this morning being calmer, I 
succeeded, and crossed the broad Hellespont in an hour and ten 
minutes. 

Letter 41 3^. " Ravenna, February 21««, 1821. 

" To Mr. Murray :— 

" Any young man, in good and tolerable skill in swimming, 
might succeed in it from either side. I was three hours in swim- 
ming across the Tagus, which is much more hazardous, being two 
hours longer than l£e Hellespont." 

I now proceed to give a detailed account of our contest and its 
result 

Having divested ourselves of our clothes, we all made a foir 
start from the steps, and kept pretty well together for several 
hundred yards, when one began to drop behind, then another, and 
so on, until there remained but one contending against me. By 
this time we had reached about half-way across the river, when my 
antagonist fairly gave in and returned. Not content with my 
victory, however, I determined to swim round one of the British 
men-of-war lying at anchor on the other side before returning. 

I must here explain the almost superhuman difficulties I 
experienced (which doubtless were the same Lord Byron alludes to). 
For instance, I would suddenly find myself in a current of icy cold 
water, and after a few vigorous strokes, the temperature would 
then be luke-warm. This phenomenon continued right across the 
river, which I subsequently learnt was caused by numerous fresh- 
water springs which meander through the salt water when the tide 
is ebbing, and from an elevation on a clear, calm day are distinctiy 
perceptible, like the veins on the human hand. 

Although I found these obstacles very formidable, before I could 
accomplish my object there was another which was still worse to 
overcome and battle against. This was no less than a strong ebb. 
Indeed, the reflux of the tide towards the sea was so powerful, that 
the admiral's ship, the Asia, the Hasii/ngs, and others of the 
English squadron, swung round to it, as if they were mere boats. 
When I had reached within about a quarter of a mile of the 
Hastings, a well-manned boat, with a midshipman in the stem, 
came off from her, pulling quickly towards me, and as it came up 
alongside, the midshipman asked me various questions, as to who 
I was, and whether 1 had fallen ■ overboard from some craft, &c. ; 
in replying to which I could not help laughing, as the circumstance 
so forcibly reminded me of the ludicrous affair at Sines. 

The young fellow then said he had been sent expressly by his 
captain, and urged me repeatedly to enter the boat, as it would be 
impossible for me to stem the current. I thereupon thanked him, 
but declined the offer, assaring him I felt strong and not the least 
fatigued, and that I intend^ to swim round his vessel before 
returning to the shore. 

He then left and pulled back to the Hastings. I struck out 
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again with renewed vigour, and the nearer I approached the huge 
vessel my spirits revived at the thought of hereafter having the 
laugh at my comrades. After swimming round the vessel's bows, 
and reaching her stem, I took advantage of the * eddy -water,' or 
back-water, to rest myself. 

Whilst in that position I observed all the stern cabin windows 
crowded with officers, from one of which a book was purposely 
dropped, which I picked up. I well remember, it had no cover, and 
its subject was on * knowledge.' I then read a line or two in an 
elevated voice, cast the book from me, and then struck out for the 
shore. 

I had not proceeded verv far, however, when the same boat and 
same midshipman overtook me, saying he was instructed by the 
Captain of the Hastings to again point out the danger I was 
incurring in attempting to reach the shore by swimming with the 
tide running out, and that I could be landed wherever I desired ; 
adding that the captain particularly desired to know my name, and 
would be glad to see me on board when I felt disposed. In reply, 
1 desired him to convey my thanks to his commanding officer for 
his consideration and kindness, but that I still felt confident I 
should be well able to reach Alcantara Steps without the proffered 
assistance : and as to his invitation on board, I should certainly 
avail myself of the pleasure at some future day. I had, however, 
over-estimated my strength, and found that the tide was rapidly 
sweeping me towards Belem Castle. Still, I was making good 
progress towards the shore, when having reached within a few 
hundred yards of it, I was suddenly seized with a kind of torpor and 
numbness. Fortunately, seeing a fisherman close by, I called out 
lustily to him for help, whereupon he at once puUed towards me 
and caught me by the hair just as I was sinking. 

Having explained that my clothes were at Alcantara Steps, he 
very kindly pulled up the river towards the steps, but on our arrival 
there to my astonishment no clothes were to be found. He then 
volunteered to go to the barracks for them, which offer I willingly 
accepted, and in the meantime remained in his boat wrapped up in 
a sail. He was not long absent, however, and reappeared accom- 
panied by quite a troop of my comrades, who congratulated me 
upon my saiety. 

I gathered from them that after watching my progress across 
the nver they suddenly lost sight of me, and so concluded I was 
drowned. They then took my uniform and other articles of clothing 
to the barracks, and reported the occurrence of my loss to the 
captain, who, by the way, gave me a sound " wigging " for my 
foolhardiness afterwards. 

Should the circumstances related above meet the eye of any of 
the officers who were on board the Hastings, and the other men-of- 
war forming the English squadron at Lisbon, under Admiral 
Parker, I have no doubt they will have a vivid recollection of 
them ; and I need hardly add, I should deem it an exceeding?"' 
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coiirUH)ns act on Dioir i>*irt, if thoy would ratify my account through 
the public proain, Ih^ouuho the distance which I swam on that occa- 
HJon almost doublixl that which Lord Byron accomplished at the 
Hamo H{H)t. and couRotiuently, I must have been about six hours in 
tlio water. 1 ma^ hero mention that the purser of the Hastifigi, 
who liad just arrived from England, was the bearer of an unkind 
lctU»r from my pareuta, and consequently I never fulfilled my 
|>ronnHo to tho captain to visit him on board, as I did not wish to 
iiit«»rvicw the purser. 

'V\w prouonoHH of some of our men to get drunk frequently led 
to (piarrels and affrays with the Portuguese, who were often pro- 
voked to use tlioir knives. On one occasion, a well-known quarrei- 
Honic and disrcpiitable character in our regiment came out of a 
wine-shop tho worse for driuk, when, meeting a Portuguese in the 
uniform of some iufautry regiment, he either wilfully or accidentally 
luisMcd agaiust him, and thou heaped a torrent of insulting 
<*{)ithctH, and finally knocked him down. After picking himself up, 
itie PortiiguoHo made off, vowiug vengeance for the insult. Not 
long after tlio alK)ve occurrence I happened to be in company 
witli some KrtMich soldiers in.a wine-shop, when suddenly half a 
do/.cn infuriated J Portuguese rushed in with drawn knives, and 
seeing that I wore the uniform of the Lancers, demanded, io 
Poriu^nose, if I wore Kuglish. Quickly perceiving their murderoos 
intentions, I replioil <piiutly in French, * Non, je suis Fran^ais; qae 
vonlez-vous P ' whereupon the treacherous villains began to ' pat me' 
on the ba(^k, saying, *• Monta bon Francaizes, Esta pour Liglezes,' 
at the sumo instant driving their knives deeply into the table. 

I mentioned in the l)oginuing of these reminiscences (page 6) 
that my life was saved through having fortunately retained a 
knowledge and accent of the French language. The above is the 
occasion referred to, and 1 have not the least doubt that had it been 
otherwise, 1 should have been assassinated on the spot. 

The Enipcjror, Don l*cdro, who had been very ill for a con- 
siderable time, expired on tho 22nd September, having been ffreatly 
respected for the energy, perstvorance, and disregard of danger, 
siiltering, and toil, which he hud manifested from the moment of 
his landing on the shores of Portugal on the 8th July, 1832, when 
he invaded the kingdom on beiialf of his daughter, in whose favour 
he abdicated the throne. The funeral was solemnized with great 
Txjmp and ceremony, in which our regiment joined; At the time, 
1 remcjmbcr, a rumour was currently circulated in Lisbon, and 
generally believed, that his death was hastened by poison. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Brutal and t3'raiinical condact — Imprisoned in a dungeon— A miraculous 
escape — Undergo an operation — Obtain my discharge — Decline oflfer 
of a commission by General Bacon — Obtain a passage home in a 
fruiterer — Stricken with the small-pox on board — Arrival home — Go 
on the continent — Sojourn at Gaines, near Calais — Resume my French 
studies — How not to do it. 

I HAVE previously mentioned that much dissatisfaction prevailed, 
owing to Portuguese commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
who had served and fought against us during the campaign, 
having been appointed to positions of command in our regiment, 
which since the termination of the war had become unbearable. 
Among these, especially, was one who was thoroughly hated by 
the men, on account of his tyrannical and bullying conduct, and 
who held the rank of Garrison Sergeant-Major. One day, the dinner 
trumpet having sounded as usual, we repaired to the mess-room, 
where the allowance of cabbage soup was being ladled out in tins for 
each trooper. Upon the name of a young fellow being called, to 
whom, thereupon, a tin of soup was doled out, he persistently 
refused to take it--and as our names were called in succession, we 
also rejected the horrid disgusting compound. This general refusal 
was at once denounced by the sergeant-major as an act of mutiny, 
whereupon we were marched off and thrust into a dungeon. 
The filthy hole, which was partly underground, was already crowded 
with the worst of characters, and there was hardly room to move, 
and the only ventilation was a small iron-barred window on a 
level with the barrack-yard. We remained incarcerated in this 
loathsome place about a week, before being liberated, on bread and 
water, without any bedding or covering, and without water for 
ablution ! The young fellow who had first refused the soup was 
still kept in custody, and was afterwards tried by a court-martial 
as the ringleader, and sentenced by the inhuman wretches to receive 
a number of stripes with sticks, although he bore an excellent 
character, was of good family, and of superior education. The 
punishment was carried into effect by the trumpeters of the regi- 
ment, some of whom had been in a Imguelite regiment of cavalry. 

When my friend Captain Griffiths heard of my imprisonment 
he kindly came at once to the iron grating of the prison and sup- 
plied me with some money, and promised to obtain my liberation 
and get mv discharge from the service as soon as possible. 

My readers wiU doubtless consider it incredible that men who 
had honourably fought during the whole campaign, and had 
suffered hunger and every kind of privation, should have been so 
inhumanly treated — ^but such was actually the case. 

One day, about this time, I attended the usual watering parade, 
and was returning with the rest of the troop, when my horse made 
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a Budden bolt towards the stables across the barrack yard. The brute, 
as I have already mentioned, was always unmanageable, even with 
a bit ; but on this occasion I was riding him bare-backed and only 
with a snaffle — consequently, I was perfectly helpless, and I knew 
that if I failed to pull him up before he could dash into the stable, 
I must to a certainty be killed against the door frame. I therefore 
quickly resolved to guide him straightway against the wall, and to 
effect this, I pulled with all my strength the off rein, and prepared 
for the shock by firmly tightening my knees and throwing myself 
completely back upon his loins. All this was the action of a 
moment, and in another instant he lay killed on the spot. It was 
in truth a most miraculous escape from death, although I snatained 
a severe shaking, and was considerably injured, as tne sequel will 
show. 

About a month after the above occurrence, 1 felt great pain aboat 
the abdominal parts, especially when on horseback. Fearing some- 
thing serious, 1 appHcd, and was placed on the sick list ; and sub- 
H(!quently was sent to the hospital of St. Juan de Dies, which 
spacious building like the St. Francisco, in which I was confined 
aft^jr being wounded last ;year, had formerly been a convent. After 
undergoing an examination by the principal medical officer, he at 
once explained that the malady from which I was suffering was a 
watery rupture, medically kno^vn as " hydrocele," and that it would be 
necessary I should undergo the operation of " tapping." Accord- 
ingly, on the following morning, he performed the operatiop, 
assisted by several other surgeons. There were two small beds in 
the cell wherein I was placed, one occupied by myself, and the 
other by the poor fellow, my comrade, belonging to tne same troop, 
who hafl been so barbarously punished for refusing to receive hi 
allowance of cabbage soup served out at mess time, as before 
described. He was slowly recovering, but still the deep scars on 
his back were unhealed. 

I was regularly visited every morning by the chief medical officer 
of the establishment, who seemed to watch my case with mucli 
interest and concern, because, as he informed me about a week 
after the operation, he thought it would be necessary to repeat 
it — which prognosis, it appears, was correctly formed, as it wa« 
actually effected eight days later. On that occasion, however, after 
the operation of " tapping," a strong injection of port wine, Ac^ 
was applied, which device resulted in effecting a successful and pcT" 
manent cure, as I have never to this day experienced the least in- 
convenience or pain from the injury. 

Upon leaving the hospital 1 bid farewell to my fellow-patient) 
whom I never saw again. Some time after my return to England^ 
however, 1 was informed by some of my old comrades, whom I met 
in Maidstone, that he went to Turkey, entered the service of the 
Sultan, and rose to the position of rasha. He was my senior hf 
some years, and I much doubt whether, in the course of Natme* 
'% still living. 
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Whilst I was in hospital, Captain Griffiths (faithful to his pro- 
raise) procared my discharge from the regiment, and snbseqnently 
1 received a certain order for money, alleged by the Portuguese 
Grovemment to be all that was due to me as arrears of pay — to wit 
— the difference between English and Portuguese pay, upon which 
latter, we had been put shortly after entering the service at Oporto. 
The amount of the order was for about 20/., and was postdated, 
payable at the Treasury ; t>ut being most anxious to quit the un- 
grateful and treacherous country, for which I had undergone such 
hardships and sufferings, I got it cashed by a money-lender, who 
charged me something like 25 per cent, discount. 

My readers will imagine therefore, I had not much left out of 
that amount wherewithal to purchase a respectable suit of clothes, 
&c., and pay for my passage to England ! 

By the new contract under which the British troops served in 
Portugal, it said : — " At the end of the present war, every soldier 
and non-commissioned officer will have a right to his discharge ; 
every well conducted soldier at the end of the war is entitled to a 
recompense in land, valued at from 30/. to 40/. ; corporals, 602. ; 
sergeants, 70/. ; first sergeants, 85/. ; sergeant-major, 100/. ; they 
will have the right to bring their families to Portugal and practise 
anj trade, &c., as if they were Native Portuguese. The value of 
this land is to be determined by commissioners appointed by 
Government, and by an equal number of field-officers and other 
officers of the British regiments. Those soldiers who do not wish 
land, will have the power of disposing of that portion of it which 
has been awarded to them, and to settle in any part of Portugal 
and to carry on their trades there. Until their portion of land is 
awarded by the Commissioners, the soldier is entitled, if discharged, 
to his daily British rations, and those who wish to return to Eng- 
land will have a free passage." 

The above articles of the contract were never, I believe, fulfilled; 
at least, I myself never received any of the land to which I was 
entitled, nor compensation in lieu thereof. 

Before I left Lisbon, Captain Griffiths intimated to me that 
General Bacon was about to organize a regiment of cavalry under 
General Sir De Lacy Evans, for service in Spain against Don 
Carlos, and that he was instructed to offer me a commission in that 
regiment, which offer, however, I thankfully declined, having ex- 
perienced quite enough of campaign life, at least for a time. 

Having ascertained that two men lately belonging to the Lancers 
had taken a passage in a small schooner laden with oranges, which 
was upon the eve of sailing for England, I went on board also, to 
engage a passage in her, but was informed by the captain he had 
no accommodation ; that, indeed, his two passengers had consented 
to sleep in the hold of the vessel upon the fruit boxes. I, however, 
begged hard to be taken on board, assuring him that I should be 
satisfied with any comer. After considering a little, he said, if I 
could make shift with the space at the foot of the companion 



94 REMINISCENCES OF AN ADVENTUROUS 

ladder, and procure a mattress and blankets, he would grant my 
request. I quickly accepted his kindness, and at once went ashore 
to procure what was required. I also provided myself with a 
dozen bottles of good port wine and some spirits, which I thought 
might be needful at that particular season of the year — ^it being 
then about the middle of December. 

We dropped down the river that night and anchored near Fort 
St. Julian, and next morning made a fair start, hoping that the 
weather would be propitious, so as to enable us to make a quick 
passage home — but, alas ! " Man proposes, but God disposes " — 
that very night it came on to blow great guns ! and the wind being 
adverse also, our little craft pitched bows under in the trough of 
the angry sea. About midnight the gale increased to a perfect 
hurricane, and fearing the schooner would founder, the captain 
deemed it expedient to put about, and run before it. Of course, the 
hatches were all battened down, so that the poor fellows who were 
confined in the hold suffered intensely from want of ventilation and 
the suffocating, sickly odour, arising from the closely packed boxes 
of oranges. The gale continued all the following day, when it was 
ascertained by one of the sailors, who had occasion to go into the 
hold, that my two comrades were delirious and raving. The same 
evening I was myself taken exceedingly ill with a fnghtfnl head- 
ache, and by the morning I was quite delirious, and had no recol- 
lection of what occurred during the time, except what I was 
afterwards told by the captain. The fact was, that the two men in 
the hold, and myself, had been attacked with small-pox. For- 
tunately the captain had acquired some experience in attending 
sufferers stricken with this fearful disease, and immediately cut 
our hair quite short with a pair of scissors ; to me especially 
(on account of my close proximity to his cabin) he was most 
assiduous and attentive, and kept moistening my parched lips with 
some of the wine I had brought, mixed with water. When I recovered 
consciousness, and the kind captain had apprised me of my sad 
calamity, he then produced a looking-glass. Never shall I forget 
the shock it gave me ! I was horrified at the loathsome sight ! 
My whole head and face was swollen to such a degree, that it had 
the appearance of a plum-pudding, and my eyes were hardly 
discernible, owing to the lids oeing almost closed. 

By this time the weather had somewhat moderated, and although 
the wind was still contrary, we were beating back, and making 
some progress towards the Bay of Biscay, naving been driven 
before the gale past the Island of Terceira. Well I remember the 
fearful agony I suffered while the disease was at its height, and 
how I madly tore my face witK my finger-nails, which then would 
have a quantity of blood and disgusting matter adhering to them. 

Having been blessed with a wonderfully vigorous and strong 

constitutioh, I soon began to improve and gain strength, and one 

day proposed to the captain to visit my comrades m the hold, 

> informed me they were dead, and had been thrown over- 
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board some days previously. This doubtless would have been my 
fate also, but in consequence of the constant fresh air passing over 
me where I lay, and the fact of having been vaccinated in France 
when a child, rendered the disease less virulent. 

After one of the longest and most boisterous passages which the 
captain said he had ever experienced at sea, we reached Gravesend 
at last one evening. I then went ashore for the purpose of pro- 
curing a bed at an hotel, but the proprietor seeing that I was just 
recovering from small-pox, and fearing the disease might be con- 
tagious, refused to admit me. I therefore had no alternative but 
to return on board the schooner for the night. Next morning I 
again landed and took the coach to Rochester, and thence to Maid- 
stone. Our house was in King Street, and as I passed the parlour 
window, my mother recognized my profile, and ran to the front 
door to open it, and as she did so, was horrified at my appearance, 
and elevating both her hands, exclaimed, " Oh, my God, you have 
been blown up with gunpowder ! " her impression being, that 
because having been in actual warfare and escaped death, no such 
other dreadful calamity could possibly have happened ! 

In consequence of my disfigurement, I felt abashed to meet my 
former associates and es|>ecially lady friends, and suggested to mv 
father to allow me to retire on the continent for a time, to which 
lie consented, provided I continued my studies, and perfected 
myself in French, English, drawing, and music, in order to qualify 
me to assist him in his profession — which was a desire he had long 
wished for — and the more so then, as he was getting up in years, 
and was overtiaxed with work, having had to relinquish attending 
several schools and private pupils. 

Although I had a great antipathy to become* a teacher of 
languages, &c., I deemed it necessary to dissemble under the 
circumstances, and remembering the old. adage, that " our actions 
are in our power ; our destiny in that of Providence," I promised 
I would try and do my best. Through an advertisement oppor- 
tunely appearing in the Maidstone Journal^ an arrangement was 
forthwith entered into between my father and the principal of an 
academy at Guines, near Calais (Mons. Libourel), to receive me as 
parlour-boarder, &c., and about a fortnight afterwards, found me 
installed in that establishment. Besides myself, there were several 
young men who were studying French, but I soon found that we 
were more or less " tarred with the same brush," i.e., inclined to 
ramble all day about the country, shooting among the extensive 
marshes, and nshing in the canal, instead of applying ourselves to 
study. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Am (lubW<l cl(Tk of the weather — Theatrical performance — K discredittble 
exploit — lictum to Knghind — Join the 16th Lancers at Maidstone — 
lUiinininocncoH of the officers — Colonel Brotherton — A clandestine 
marriage — Old Hchoolfcllows — Invent new cavalry pooch-belt — 
ApiM)int(Hl aKHiHtunt riding-master and acting-adjutant--— Doiths of 
my fnthcr-in-law and niotiicr-in-law — The late Alexander ltMn«^^| cf 
MuidHtono. 

MoNsiKUii Libourkl'h two eldest daughters kept a seminary for 
youn^ ladiiiH, who were mostly English; and as the two estamish- 
nif^ntH w()r() not far apart, we had great fan with the girls, who were 
inoHtly of a certain interesting age. I remember one especially, 
namod "Tupi>cr;'' she was abont seventeen years of age, most 
engaging in her manners, very pretty and full of life and spirits, 
for whom, indeed, I had quite a ** penchant" Her brother was a 
parlour- lK)ardor like myself, and was learning French. He was 
rather tn^ H(inior in years. There were certain evenings set apart 
for (hincing at the lady*s school, to which we were invariably 
inviUtd— thus pasHcd many happy and pleasant evenings. Althoogn 
I waH faHt ri^covering my natural complexion, and my hair growing 
faHt, I was no " beauty," as may well be ima^ned ; nevertiieless, 
I was a great favourite with the ladies, to whom I would relate 
Horno of my Htirring adventures and hair-breadth escapes in 
J'ortugal. 

The following circumstance especially amused them, viz., abont 
a couple of miles from the village there is a beautiful wood abound- 
ing with delightful walkn, whicn was a general favourite place for 
picnic i)artieH. In the centre of this wood, called Le Bois de 
Boulogne, there is a monument erected to the memory of an 
intrepid aeronaut, who was killed at that spot. One fine morning 
I obHcrvi^d the whole school proceed in tbe usual order by files 
towards tlie wood in question, carrying baskets, <fec., as if intending 
to have a picnic, but towards the afternoon the weather change^ 
followt^d l>y a most terrific downpour of rain, in the midst of whicJi 
the poor girls hurried home apparently drenched to the skin. 

On the occjasion of my next meeting with them, I expressed my 
regret at the unfortunate termination of their holiday, but that in 
future, if they would communicate with me by note, twenty-four 
hours prior to any proposed picnic or walk, I should be able to 
inform them with perfect reliance whether it would be fine or 
otherwise. This, of course, caused a great deal of merriment, and 
seeing that they were sceptical concerning this apparent mystical 
announcement, I explained, that consequent upon having received 
a gun-shot wound in the left breast, which had severed or injured 
some of the muscles connecting the jaw, I always experienced an 
irritatory feeling about the locality, and the left jaw would make 
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an unpleasant lond noise at meal times, twenty-fonr hoars or so 
before a change would take place from fine to wet and boisterous 
weather ; this I assured them was a positive fact, and might be 
depended upon. Acting upon this assurance, they never failed 
afterwards to consult the "clerk of the weather," as they were 
pleased to dub me, and would send a polite note expressed in the 
lollowing words : — " The Misses So-and-So present their compli- 
ments to Mr. Tolmer, and as they purpose having a fSte cham- 
petre in the Bois de Boulogne to-morrow, they will feel obliged by 
being informed whether it will be fine or not ? " To which I would 
reply in the affirmative, or otherwise, as it might be. 

1 may here remark that during the many years I have resided 
in South Australia, and experienced the greatest hospitality from 
settlers, specially in the south-east, I have at table often found 
it necessary to explain the singular noise made by my jaw, when 
a change of weather was going to take place, whicn account 
always ^produced great laughter ; but my prognostics were, never- 
theless, always verified. Whilst residing at Robe, I remember 
specially warning a well-known and highly esteemed captain of one 
of our coasting steamers.^ It was an exceedingly fine day in 
summer, and when I told him seriously of the certain change that 
would take place in the weather, and explained my reasons for 
making this statement, he laughed immoderately, and went away, 
saying I must be chaffing, as he had just been on board, and the 
glass was going up. 

On his return from Melbourne, however, he himself told me he 
had never experienced such tempestuous weather, accompanied 
with heav}' rain, as he did that night off Cape Northumberland. 
I have since made several passages hither and thither with the 
worthy captain, and the above circumstance has always formed 
the subject of a joke on board. 

Mai8 retournons a iwtre propos. In every town and hamlet in 
France there are always great preparations made for festivities 
at Shrovetide (Mardi gras), and it was proposed amongst the 
residents of Guines to get up some theatricals; accordingly a 
committee was formed to arrange preliminaries, and eventually 
one of Moliere's plays was selected to be performed, and being 
solicited with other amateurs to take a part on the occasion, I 
consented. The r61e assigned to me was Silvestre in ** Les Four- 
beries de Scapin," because it was thought, that having been in the 
wars, and presumed to be an expert swordsman, I would be able to 
act my part a merveille. In this play we were ably assisted by 
some talented actors and actresses from the theatre at Calais, who, 
previous to the night fixed for the performance, instructed us in 
our respective parts, by attending the rehearsals; we were 
furnished also with the required and proper costumes, from the 
theatre. Before the rising of the curtain in the first act, I peeped 
through a slit, and perceived that the theatre was crammed in all 
parts, people having come in great number from Calais to witness 
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the performance. In Scene ix.. where I appeared disguised as a 
bully, to extort the :<nm of 2(» pistoles froai Aigante, under the 
pretence of being: an equivalent for consenting to break off the 
marriage contract between his son Octave, and my pretended 
daughter Hyacinthe, the audience were in roars of langhter. 
Apparently the characters were well sustained thronghont, as a 
favourable critique appeared in the Calais newspapers of the day. 

My fellow-students and myself generally spent oar evenings at 
one of the cafes playing dominoes or billiards. One night, after a 
game of billiards, we were having a cup of coffee and unpelii verre 
de Cognac, when one of the party boasted that he could drink more 
Cognac than any one present without getting inebriated, and 
offered a bet, which I immediately accepted, stipulating that we 
should drink glass for glass, and the first that fell under the table 
was to lose the wager. The landlord having been called, he at once 
produced a bottle of his best Cognac, and each of us having filled, 
emptied and replenished his glass. Thus commenced a most ridi- 
culous and mad freak. I had full confidence in myself, however, 
as I had been accustomed to drink large quantities of strong aqoa- 
dente in Portugal, without feeling the least giddiness or incon- 
venience, and therefore felt certain I would soon "settle" my 
friend ; but although the first bottle had in due course been emptied 
and a second called for and broached, there were no signs of intoxi- 
cation apparent in him. Towards the end of the second bottle, 
however, he commenced to talk very incoherently, and at last 
do\\Ti he went under the table, where he lay for a time per- 
fectly void of sense. It was then proposed to carry him home 
and put him to bed, I insisted upon helping, and accordingly 
seized one of his legs. When we got outside the caf^, however, 
our helpless friend gave two or three violent kicks, which, with the 
sudden cold air, had the effect of rendering me insensible, and 
caused me to drop on the footway, from whence I was afterwards 
carried by my friends and put to bed myself ! 

I confess I feel rather ashamed at recounting the above dis- 
creditable exploit; but as these reminiscences may probably be 
read by some of my old comjtanions concerned in the amdr, I uiiiik 
it best not to omit it. 

Having now been six months at Guines, and somewhat recovered 
my good looks, I apprised my father by letter that it was perfectly 
useless my remaining any longer where I was, as I should never 
be able to qualify myself sufficiently to be a teacher of langoases, 
&c., besides which the idea was distasteful to me, and that I Bad 
resolved upon entering the British army and making it my profes- 
sion, therefore I trusted he would not thwart my wishes, but, on 
the contrary, use his influence to procure me a commission in some 
r^mnet ; to which he replied expressing his regret at my deter- 
mination, and pleading his total inability to purchase a commissioa 
on account of nis means. At the termination of the quarter, I 
quitted Guinee and returned to Maidstone, shortly after which I 
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enlisted in tbe 16th Lancers, determined by perseverance, steady 
conduct, and diligent application to my drills, to rise in the service. 
Maidstone at that time was the dep6t for cavalry regiments serving 
in India, and also knovm as the Riding Establishment, at which a 
corporal and private from each cavalry regiment in the British 
Army were for a time detached, with a view especially of perfecting 
themselves in eqoitation and tiie use of every arm in the servicCf 
under the instructions of Major Meyer and assistants. This gene- 
rally occupied nine months, at the end of which time they returned 
to their respective regiments quartered in different parts of the 
British Isles; and so well were the reliefs organized, that the 
various troopers replacing them would march into the barrack-yard 
as the others quitted it. 

The commandant was Colonel Brotherton, K.O.B., and Colonel 
Middleton second in command. I also remember the veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Barrington, Adjutant Gladstone, and Quartermaster 
Hoy — who was nick-named Old B.C., from the circumstance of his 
having once ordered a party of recruits on fatigue duty to collect 
and bring into store all articles in the barrack-yard which they 
might find bearing the Board of Ordnance mark, i.e. B.O. To his 
surprise, upon reviewing the various articles thus collected, there 
was a huge pump amongst them, which, after much labour and 
exertion, they had succeeded in removing ! 

Poor old man ! his end was eventuEuly a sad one, as he was 
found drowned in the Serpentine, in Hyde Park. It was said that 
family troubles were the cause of his committing the rash act. 
Two of his sons, who were my schoolfellows, enlisted in the army, 
the eldest in the Horse Guards (Blues), and the second joined the 
depot of the — Light Dragoons in Maidstone, and in my time was 
at drill in the yard. There was also a third son, but I never knew 
what became of him. The family also consisted of two daughters, 
who I well remember were most lady-like and highly accomplished, 
specially Fanny, who I believe afterwards married Marshall, a 
cadet in the barracks ; both sisters were pupils of my father, who 
taught them French and Italian. 

I found my position in the barracks in some particulars exceed- 
ingly unpleasant and humiliating, inasmuch as I frequently saw 
my father dine at the mess with the officers, some of whom were 
his pupils. Of these I remember specially Lieutenant Scott^ 
Francis Burdett, the two brothers Weguelin, one being in the 16th 
Lancers and the other in the 11th Light Dragoons. I also occa- 
sionally met my father in the street walking with one or another 
of them, vhen of course I was compelled to give the military salute 
and pass on ; but having marked out a certain career for myself > 
I resolved to adhere to it, malgrd tout, and applied myself as- 
sidnously to learn my various drills; and before I had been eighteen 
months m the barracks, I twice passed a successful examination in 
equitation and the sword, carbine, and lance exercises, which pro- 
^ciencj was specially brought to the notice of the colonel com- 
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manJant 1»y Majors Meyer and Angelo, and thereupon I was pro- 
moted to fall corporal and appointed rongh-rider and drill. 

On the occasion of the above examinations, they always took 
place in the riding-school, when the " ride " nnder the supervision 
of Major Meyer would be put through various exercises at a canter, 
such as " attack and defence " and ** post practice," which difficult 
evolutions would be witnessed from the gallery by numerous 
officers and ladies, especially invited by Colonel Brotherton. 

Colonel Brotherton was one of the Waterloo heroes, and was 
known to have highly distinguished himself in that battle, and 
was, considering his age, wonderfully active, I having fi:^uentiy 
seen him mount his horse without the help of the stirrup, by vault- 
ing into the saddle, although the animal stood at least sixteen 
hands high. He was. moreover, one of the most versatile and rest- 
less of men, in that it was impossible for any one to conjecture 
where he mi^ht not be met with from one hour to another during 
the day. For instance, being required to attend occasionally at 
the Adjutant's office, which was separated only from the Coloners 
by a narrow passage, I would sometimes be entranced listening to 
his exquisite performance on the violin ; half-an-honr later, how- 
ever, he might be seen driving a pair of " skewbald " ponies in a 
low phaeton through the streets of the town ; and, later still, walk- 
ing or riding with some ladies, chatting, laughing, and acting the 
gsdlant, more like a young man of five-and-twenty. I have reason 
to remember these eccentricities to my cost. I had a great attrac- 
tion at the house of my former schoolfellow Carter, as may be 
well imagined from the fact that I subsequently married his eldest 
sister, a« previously mentioned : but as 1 could not possibly visit 
her in the daytime for fear of being seen by her parents, I would 
stroll up and down in front of her residence until dark, and then 
slip through the doorway, which would be purposely left ajar, 
eitner by her brother or sisters, who were my willing and faithful 
allies in effecting these clandestine meetings; and as the hour 
(tattoo) drew near to return to the barracks, I would again make 
my exit in a similar manner, scouts being first thro¥m out to see 
tliat there were no passers-by in the street. Truly saith the 
phrase, ** Stolen kisses are t£e sweetest ! "* Having observed 
Colonel Brotherton leave the barracks by the Bochester coach one 
morning. I availed myself of the opportunity to obtain leave of 
absence for the day to visit my lady love in muftL After enjoying 
a delightful walk with her along the beautiful hanks of the U!eaway 
and across the fields towards Banning, we recrossed the bridge 
over the river, and were proceeding up High Street, when who 
should we see coming towards us but the Colonel himself, riding his 
favourite erey ! Thereupon I quickly drew mv handkerchief and 
oommencea utilizing it energetically, thinking ttie rase would suc- 
ceed and he would pass us without recognizing me. Not so, however. 
He instuitly detected the deception, notwithstandingmj swaUow- 
K aiid be11-toif»er, and at once called out, ** Here, yon sir. 
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How dare you break through the regulations of the service, and 
appear walking in the streets in any other dress than your 
uniform P You are confined to barracks for a month. Return at 
once and report yourself." 

As I moved away disconsolately to obey the mandate, I observed 
him bow politely to my ** affianced," and alight. He then walked 
along the footway with her, and chatted, leading his horse the 
while. I was not so much surprised at this odd caprice, however, 
being aware that he knew the family intimately. Nevertheless I 
naturally felt it exceedingly galling that my day's holiday, and 
the anticipation of a dehghtful tSte-d-tete in the evening, should 
have so suddenly terminated, with the doleful prospect, moreover, 
of not being able to see my " idol " for a month. However, there 
was no help but to make the best of it under the circumstances. 

In justice to Colonel Brotherton, however, I am bound to state that 
he released me from confinement in barracks a few days afterwards, 
with a caution. Thus the dark cloi;d passed away, and all was 
again sunny and bright, as it enabled me to resume my nightly 
visits in Week Street. These secret interviews, however, mys- 
teriously reached the ears of my intended father-in-law, who was 
furious at the discovery, and forbade his daughter to see me again 
on pain of his greatest displeasure. Despite these threats and 
injunctions, however, we regularly met by stealth at appointed 
places and hours, mostly along the towing-path opposite Buck- 
land. It was easy to foresee, nevertheless, that the then existing 
state of things could not possibly continue, and that a crisis must 
inevitably follow. 

After pondering over the difficulties which beset us, I resolved, 
as a dernier resort, to appeal to my father and mother to 
intercede for me. Accordingly they interviewed Mr. Carter, and 
urged him to give his consent to my union with his daughter, 
which proposition he repelled as preposterous, adding, that his 
daughter's hand had been solicited by one of the richest men in 
Kent, and it was madness to suppose that he would ever consent 
to her being united to a soldier. Upon being apprised of the 
result of the unsuccessful negotiations, my betrothed and I settled 
the important point in accordance with the immortal Poet Laureate 
Tennyson— 

« As yoa love me, as I love you, naught shall part our love in two :" 

the result being a runaway match. 

Having obtained leave of absence from duty for one day, and 
specially to wear plain clothes, I procured the necessary special 
hcence, and went to Rochester, where we were married in the old 
church near the Castle, the only witnesses to the ceremony being 
my wife's sister, Ann, and the verger. Aware there would be an 
awful uproar and confusion when the truth of our union was 
divulged to Mr. Carter, which, sooner or later must be communi- 
cated to him, I at once wrote him a letter apprizing him of the 
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circiimHtancc, and bcsoeched him to overlook aod forgire onr 
tranHj^reHjfioiiR, to which he replied, venting his wrath and for- 
biddinir mo his house. I had known my wife's father ever since I 
arrived from France, a mere boy, and at his honse I had been often 
invited to tea and to children's evening parties ; and having beeD 
always a groat favourite of his, I felt confident his kind and 
generous heart would ere long prompt him to relent. I was not 
mistaken in my prognostics, in that before a week had elapsed 
he sent for and received me kindly. The principal topic of con- 
versation was, of course, my future prospects, ana it was decided 
that ho should interview Colonel Brotherton, and ascertain from 
him whether there was any chance of my promotion in the army. 

Whilst engaged drilling some recruits m the barrack-yard the 
following afternoon, I observed my father-in-law walking np and 
down with the colonel in front of his q^uarters, in earnest conversa- 
tion. Oh ! how I longed for the evenmg, to be released from mjr 
duties, and hasten to ascertain the result of the interview, which 
to mo was of such momentous consequence. 

In due time I learnt that Colonel Brotherton had spoken in high 
terms of my general good conduct, and the proficiency I had 
acquired in my duties, considering the short time I had been nnder 
his command, and that doubtless if I continued to give anch 
general satisfaction, there was no obstacle to prevent my rising 
step by step, as vacancies occurred. Upon the solicitation of my 
fatner-in-law, he considerately granted me the p^eat privilece of 
sleeping out of barracks, which was indeed a desired boon I Tittle 
expected. Such kindness and bright prospects were additional 
inducements for me to persevere, and master every branch of my 
l>rofe8Hion with alacrity. 

After having been domiciled a few months with my father-in- 
law, I grieved to note that he was gradually getting more and 
more despondent and dejected. It was his special desire to have 
me join him in a glass of grog and a pipe of an evening; bat 
although my companionship was apparently a source of gratifica- 
tion and pleasure to him, there was clearly a canker at his heart, 
which perceptibly was destroying his fine intellect and constitntion. 

On one oi these occasions he unburdened his mind by apprising 
me that owing to the failure of a private bank in Maidstone, he had 
lost at one sweep quite a fortune, and equally unfortunate had he 
been in some mercantile speculations, which combination had 
almost brought him to the brink of despair. He then added, and 
desired specially to impress upon me, that although compelled to 
dispose of his valuable and extensive country estates and town 
property, the latter comprising the whole of Eomney Place, to 
meet the claims of creditors, still he was glad to say " the faxnily 
were provided for at his death." 

As the above asseveration will hereafter form a most important 
snbiect in connexion with the subsequent condition and disposition 
of the Carter family^ I shall defer explanations until the proper tinted 
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I liave not as yet mentioned anything abont my raother-in-la w, 
for reason that I saw very little of her, as, at the time of my 
marriage, and afterwards, she was a confirmed invalid, and 
strictly kept her room. I believe, however, her malady was more 
of the mind than bodily infirmity, brought on by worry and mis- 
fortune. I have heard it repeatedly said amongst the oldest 
inhabitants in Maidstone, that T. W. Carter and his wife, in their 
heyday, were the handsomest couple in the county o£ Kent. Her 
maiden name was Dunning, and she was related by marriage to 
the Baring family— Lord Ashburton. 

The staff of rough-riders consisted, besides myself, of Staff 
Sergeant-Major Kemp, who, not long after my promotion, quitted 
the army, and was appointed equerry to the Duke of Northumber- 
land ; Sergeants Morris and Blinkhorn, of the 16th Lancers, and 
Sergeant Salurst and Corporal Poole, of the Light Dragoons. 

Our special functions as rough-riders, were to teach recruits 
how to ride, and instruct them in equitation, under the superinten- 
dence of Major Meyer. It was also our duty to break in the most 
awkward horses belonging to the riding establishment, for the 
purpose of giving them a "mouth," and to teach them their 
** paces," and thereby prepare them for the manage, to accomplish 
which required great exertion, as the exercise was most violent and 
fatiguing, the riding having to be done daily without stirrups for 
several hours at a time. Persons initiated in the art of equita- 
tion, will readily understand this. Not very long after I had been 
thus employed, a kind of abscess formed itself under my left arm- 
pit, which attained such a size, and was so painful, that I was 
obliged to relinquish my rough- riding, and enter the hospital, 
where it was lanced. I did not remain long an inmate, however, 
as it quickly healed up again, and enabled me to resume my 
riding. Not more than a week had elapsed, however, before the 
tumour again formed itself in the same place, and compelled me 
once more to place myself under medical treatment. 

When I presented myself, the chief medical officer was utterly 
taken by surprise, and could not possibly conjecture what could 
Ifce the cause of so remarkable a phenomenon, the enlargement in 
that short time having reached the size of a hen's ^%%. After 
some deliberation, he decided to keep the abscess open, after again 
lancing it, by means of a seton, and mollifying application, 
instead of allowing it to heal as in the first instance ; which was 
accordingly done. 

Upon removing the poultice one morning, as usual, a dark 
substance was observed with the discharged pus, which, on 
examination, proved to be a piece of my uniform jacket, which 
had been driven into the side by the force of the bullet, when 
wounded in Portugal, on the 10th October, 1833, three years 
before. 

In addition to my duties as rough-rider, I had to attend afternoon 
drill, and teach recruits their facings, marching, <&Ci, in sq-uads, and 
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it frequently happened, also, that I had to drill young officers who 
had just joined the dep6t of their regiments, then serving in India. 
One of these especially, named Arthur Scudamore (Comet 4th 
Light Dragoons), I have particular reasons for remembering, in 
that he was formerly one of my old schoolfellows at the Pro- 
prietary Grammar School at Maidstone. I remember when 
teaching him the ** balance step," &c., he appeared to sii£fer ex- 
cruciating pain in the feet, caused either from corns or tight 
boots — ^in fact, I considered him anything but an apt and pro- 
mising soldier. I was completely wrong, however, in forming 
this opinion, because I find by reference to a recent Army List 
(1879), that he is now a C.B., and Maior-Gfeneral ; and in the 
list of war services of general officers, he is there mentioned as 
having served with the 4th Light Dragoons throughout the cam- 
paign of 1838-39, in Afghanistan; also in the Punjaub in 1848-49, 
and was in command of the regiment during the campaign of 
1858 in Central India, for which services he received several 
medals and clasps, and was three times mentioned in despatches. 
He was also several times wounded — once dangerously. 

There is another dragoon also, named Cureton, who was at school 
at the same time as Scudamore and myself, who, I observe by the 
same Army List, holds the rank of Major-Greneral and C.B. Qe 
likewise has highly distinguished himself in India, when serving 
in the 16th Lancers in 1843, 1845-46. He also served in the 12th 
Lancers in the Kaffir War of 1851-53, and in the Crimea, from 
3l8t July, 1855, including the siege and fall of Sebastopol, and at 
Eupatoria, and received several medals and clasps for distinguished 
and meritorious services. 

Whilst in active service in Portugal, experience forcibly con- 
vinced me that the regulation of wearing the pouch-belt over the 
shoulder in the cavalry, was objectionable for many reasons. 

1st. Because in the event of a sudden night-attack, when 
eveijthiug is in more or less confusion owing to the darkness, 
soldiers cannot possibly adjnst that important appendage without 
the assistance of a comrade to pass the belt under the fixed 
brass scales, and then buckle it behind for him. 

2nd. Cavalry soldiers are not permitted to rise in the stir- 
rups when progressing at a trot; the obvious consequence is 
that at every loggle the heavy pouch, filled with ammunition, 
thumps painfully, and almost knocks the breath out of the unfor- 
tunate cavalryman's body; besides which, it very soon wears a 
hole in his uniform coat under the right shoulder blade. 

3rd. In delivering cuts " two " and " three ** agjainst infantry, 
the weight of the ammunition in the pouch causes it to slip round 
and remain danghng, owing to the bent position of the body ; con- 
sequently, in five cases out of ten the direction of the sword is 
diverted from the intended vulnerable object by the elbow striking 
the ponch. 

4tn. I have found from experience also in whirling a lance in a 
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hand-to-band encounter, that after making the "round parry" 
and giving point, specially against cavalry, the lance i^ole would 
invariably come in contact with the pouch, and thereby divert the 
direction of the thrust. 

5th. Dragoons are apt to drop their ammunition in the hurry 
and excitement when hotly pressed in action, caused by the diffi- 
culty and awkwardness in raising the lid of the pouch from behind 
and seizing the cartridge with any certainty. 

With a view to reform the foregoing objectionable method, I 
had a pouch made of a peculiar elastic construction, containing 
thirty rounds of ammunition, fixed by strong loops to the sword- 
belt, which I submitted to Colonel Brotherton, with a brief 
specification in writing, with which he was much pleased, and 
subsequently referred tne same to the judgment of Lord Hill, the 
then Uommander-in-Chief ; and about l^ree weeks or a month 
afterwards, Lord Hill, with several officers, came to Maidstone from 
London by appointment, for the purpose of witnessing certain 
performances, pre-arranged between the colonel and myself, to test 
&e alleged superior alvantages of wearing the proposed new 
pouch round the waist instead of over the shoulder, as had been 
the practice for many years in the British cavalry. Accordingly, 
Colonel Brotherton ordered a light dragoon and myself to turn 
out in full marching order — I, of course, with my new pouch fas- 
tened to my sword-belt ; and at the hour specified, both of us 
repaired to the riding-school, when, on the arrival of his Lordship 
and suite in the gallery, we unsaddled our horses, took off our 
accoutrements, and partly divested ourselves of our uniforms; 
which being speedily effected, the trumpeter, specially in attend- 
ance, sounded the call " Boot and saddle,'' whereupon we each 
jumped up with alacrity and re-saddled our horses and donned our 
uniforms, <&c. ; but when my comrade applied to me for assistance 
to buckle his belt, I, of course, declined, and was first mounted, 
fully equipped, and ready for action, which advantage thus gained 
over him elicited considerable applause from the gallery. 

In like manner the other objectionable reasons against wearing 
the pouch over the shoulder were plainly and satisfactorily exem- 
plified to the august assemblage ; but whether my pouch and sug- 
fested mode of wearing it was ever adopted in the cavalry, I never 
new, except that recently, judging by the interesting and well- 
executed sketches in the Graphic and Illustrated London News of 
our cavalry engaged in Zululand, and elsewhere, the pouch as 
worn appears to be similar. 

About a month after Lord Hill's visit, as above narrated, an 
order appeared in the General Order Book, received from the 
Horse Guards, intimating that the General Commanding-in-Chief 
had been pleased to transfer me from the 16th Lancers to the 
staff as sergeant; and subsequently I was appointed by the Colonel- 
Commandant assistant riding-master and drill instructor in the 
'• yard," having specially a " ride " assigned to me to instruct. 
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A " ride," I would explain, consisted of an even number of men 
(12 or 14), composed of two from each regiment comprising the 
riding establishment, the heavy and light dragoons forming dis- 
tinct and separate companies or squads. 

My heart and soul being now centered in the profession I had 
adopted, and being thoroughly skilled in the various drDls, in- 
cluding artillery, I soon detected, in imparting instruction to the 
men, tnat some of the rules and regulations for the sword exercise 
which had been approved and ordered to be observed and practised 
by the several regiments of cavalry in her Majesty's service, by 
command of the Eight Honourable General Lord Hill, Gom- 
manding-in- Chief, were erroneous and inconsistent. I therefore at 
once set about to criticize and pick them to pieces, in the which I 
was cogently encouraged by Colonel Brotherton, to whom I had 
made a communication on the subject. He was the more pleaded at 
the result of my observations, because the said rules and regula- 
tions had been framed by Major Angelo, the Inspector-Genewd of 
Small Arms (I think was his title), with whom he frequently dif- 
fered on matters of drill ; and in order that I might prosecute 
my inquiries, he granted me three weeks' leave of absence from 
duty. 

To facilitate the object also, he procured a work in the French 
language, its subject being " The existing Rules and Regulations for 
the Sword and other Exercises in the French Army," which he 
desired I should carefully compare with those issued by the Horse 
Guards, and make notes thereupon; which in due time I furnished, 
to his entire satisfaction. 

I have reason to believe that Colonel Brotherton submitted the 
merits and defects pointed out by me to the Commander-in-Chief, 
and also to the Adjutant- General (Macdonald), and that subse- 
quently some modification was made in the sword exercise, for 
which, I presume, he obtained all the credit, as no communication 
was ever made to me on the subject. There must be some cor* 
respond ence, however, in the archives of the Horse Guards, which 
doubtless would throw light on the matter should any of my 
readers feel disposed to make inquiries. 

About this time my father-in-law was gradually failing in health, 
and reduced to a mere shadow of his former self ; and it was the 
opinion of his medical attendant (Dr. Welsh) that he could not 
survive many days — which proved but too true. I have already 
stated that m his younger days he was considered exceedingly 
handsome, possessed of extraordinary vigour, and poweiiul 
strength. His height also was almost gigantic, as he stood six 
feet two inches, all which gave promise of long life ; but the pro- 
mise was fallacious. From my own observations, and from what 
I gathered from his intimate friends, he had never been intem- 
perate as lon^ as they had known him ; but towards his latter 
oays, when driven to despair, crushed and ruined, he placed little 
restraint upon- himself in regard to brandy; still when not imd|er 
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its inflaence, his faculties were as clear as ever. Thas he passed 
away, deeply regretted and esteemed by a very* large number of 
sorrowing friends. He left a will appointing his wife (Mary) sole 
executrix, and Alexander Randall, Esq., banker, Maidstone, guar- 
dian to the family. His remains were interred in the Old Church 
Cemetery ; and not many weeks after the obsequies had been ob- 
served, it was deemed expedient bj Mr. Randall, for the sake of 
economj, to remove the family into a smaller establishment. 
Accordingly, after the disposal of the extensive premises in Week 
Street, and sale of the surplus furniture, &c., by auction, we took 
up our residence in a house (one of a row) situate near the new 
church. 

Aware that Colonel Brotherton was not only an accomplished 
musician, but that he patronized and was an enthusiast in col- 
lecting works of art, I executed a copy in pencil of an excellent 
print Dy Summerfield, taken from one of itubens* pictures, and 
presented it to him ; for which he expressed himself particularly 
pleased, and highly extolled its execution. The picture repre- 
sented Bubens as a poacher, carrying a dead buck across his 
shoulders. I, however, omitted in my copy introducing his wife, 
who follows behind with a basket of fruit on her head and various 
game birds in another basket carried on the arm, which appears in 
the original picture. 

It is a well-known fact that this eminent artist was a most vain 
man, and that in all the subjects he has painted, his ot^n likeness 
(which was remarkably handsome) forms the principal character. 

On the occasion of Lord Hill's visit to Maidstone, his Lordship 
had an opportunity of examining my work, and praised it so 
highly, that the colonel was constrained to offer him the drawing. 
Not long after the gift had been accepted. Colonel Brotherton 
informed me the picture in question was in the possession of her 
most gracious Majesty, who having seen it at his Lordship's resi- 
dence, had expressed a desire to have it in her possession. 

It may be imagined, therefore, with what pride and gratification 
I received the above intelligence. Doubtless when her Majesty, 
in after-years, signed my commission as Police Commissioner for 
South Australia under feoyal Letters Patent, upon the strong re- 
commendation of the late Sir Henry Young, the then Governor of 
that province, she little thought it was the same individual who 
had executed the drawing which she then valued so highly. 

I have before mentioned that my mother-in-law was a confirmed 
invalid, and strictly kept her own room. One morning the ser- 
vant entered the breakfast-room in a state of great agitation, and 
revealed the following astounding intelligence, viz. : — 

On taking her mistress's morning meal upstairs as usual, she 
found her apparently asleep, and not wishing to disturb her, 
retired. About an hour afterwards she again returned to her bed- 
side, but discovered that she wa«.jdead and quite cold. I at once 
rushed upstairs.to view the^ body* of deceased. She was lying^'&d'lf 
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in a quiet 8li>cp, the beilclothes not havinff the least appearance of 
haviiigbocu disturbed, denoting eyidentlymat she must nave expired 
without a struggle. I next procured the services of a respectable 
nurse, and placed her in charge of the body, with strict injunctions 
not to touch any papers, (.l'c.,in the room; and then went to report the 
oin'unistauce to Mr. Kandall, and ac(][uaint the authorities with a 
view to a judicial inquiry. Accordingly, an inqnest was subse- 
queutly held, and a verdict returned upon the testimony of her 
medical attendant, in effect that *' Deceased died of disease of the 
heart and natural decay." 

A numerous assemblage of sorrowing friends attended the 
funeral, and followed her remains to where she was laid, by the 
side of her husband in the family vault. 

Aware that the deceased was completely under the control of 
^Ir. Kandall, in whose integrity she had unbounded faith, as the 
guardian and friend of the family, I naturally expected he would 
nave induced her to make a will, especially as he well knew the 
very precarious state of her health ; but although we diliffentlv 
searched every nook and corner of the room, no will was round. 
Consot|ueiitly, as she ilieil intestate, and the eldest son not being 
of a^, I was adviseil by Mr. Kandall to take out letters of adminis- 
tration as Wing absolutely necessary, and did so accordingly ; he 
further instigated myself and wife subsequentiy to sign various 
doouineiits before the Rev. Mr. Beeves and a Mr. Monkton, 
a solicitor in Maidstone, the contents of which we were 
both kept in ignorance of — an unpardonable, heedless neglect on 
my ])art in not demanding an explanation, for which I nave in 
after-yeara bitterly rei>entod. Being naturally anxious to be made 
ac(iuaiuted with the financial position of the family, especially as I 
had been given to understand by my father-in-law that the 
*• family would be provided for after his death," I questioned Mr. 
Bandafi on the subject, and gathered that the allusion referred to 
a mortgaged pro]>erty, which was unavailable, and conseqnentiy a 
fallacy. 

Of courHo I quickly perceived that it would be dangerous and 
imprudent to further discuss the subject with Mr. Bandall, as he 
might have taken umbrage at it, and thereby be detrimental to the 
family, who, apparently, were utterly helpless, and dependent upon 
him for support. Still, I was buoyed up in the full belief, tnat 
whatever might be his feelings, he never could have the cruelty 
and heartlcssness to desert the family, and leave them in distress 
and destitution, with the recollection, which must ever have been 
impressed on his mind, that he owed his high social position and 
the great wealth he then possessed to his late departed friend and 
benefactor. 

At this juncture I deem it necessary to explain to my readers 
that Mr. Bandall was of lowly descent. His widowed mother 
originally kept a small greengrocer's shop in Maidstone. The 
lad was then totally uneducated, as the mother could not afford 
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to put him to Rchool. When old enough, however, she succeeded 
in procuring for him employment in Messrs. EUis and Mercer's 
banking establishment as errand-boy and to sweep the bank 
every morning. At this period my father-in-law was in the 
zenith of his affluence, and having taken an interest and great 
liking for the boy, he placed him at school and had him educated, 
at his sole expense, and in due time got him admitted as junior 
clerk in the bank in which he had formerly been employed in 
a menial capacity. From junior he quickly rose to chief clerk ; and 
whilst occupying that responsible position he fell in love with a 
young lady and would have married her, but she discarded him for 
a more wealthy suitor in the person of Mr. Mercer (one of the bank 
partners). Some few years after Mr. Mercer's marriage, Mr. Ellis 
died, and the chief clerk was admitted in his stead as partner. 
During these years of wonderful prosperity and good luck on Mr. 
Bandairs part, my father-in-law, on the contrary, was most 
unfortunate in all his speculations, which, I have previously stated, 
resulted in total ruin. Some years after my arrival in South 
Australia I received the intelligence of the death of Mr. Mercer, 
and that in his will he had left Mr. Randall a legacy of 10,000Z., 
and subsequently that he married the widow (his old love). Thus he 
became, and remained, the sole head and proprietor of the Kentish 
Bank, until his death, which took place in 1870. Upon being 
informed of his demise, which only came to my knowledge acci- 
dentally in the year 1878, 1 applied for and obtained a copy of his 
will from her Majesty's High Court of Probate, Somerset House, 
London, by which I found tnat he bequeathed to his wife all his 
household furniture, books, pictures, plate, jewellery, horses, 
carriages, and equipage and furniture belonging thereto, &c., &c., 
and an annuity of 1500/. during her life for her sole and separate 
use, and without power of alienation. He likewise bec^ueathed 
numerous annuities and legacies to charitable institutions in Maid- 
stone, and to each of his bank clerks and domestic servants, 
amounting to a very considerable sum ; but alas ! his poor dead 
friend's family in Australia were left in obhvion ! The will was 
proved at London, 14th May, 1870, by the oaths of Alicia Randall, 
widow, the relict, and Samuel Mercer and Richard Mercer, the 
nephews, the executors, to whom action was granted. Eflfects under 
120,000Z. 

The following notice of his demise is taken from one of the 
Maidstone papers, viz : — 

" DEATH OP AN EMINENT MAN OF KENT. 

" The death is announced of Mr. Alexander Randall, banker, of 
Maidstone, at an advanced age. The deceased had risen from a 
very humble position to be one of the most influential men in his 
native town, and was remarkable for the liberality with which he 
supported every local improvement, every effort to raise new 
churches and schools, and every charitable enterprise. He was a 
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staunch Conservative, and for many years took an active part in 
politics. In the summer of 1837, the Conservatives wanting a 
second candidate, Mr. Erandall headed a deputation to Mr. Disraeli, 
and invited him to stand. Mr. Disraeli consented, and the right 
honourable gentleman took his first seat in Parliament as the 
representative of Maidstone. Mr. Randall was a county magis- 
trate, and had served the office of high sheriff." 

About this time Adjutant Gladstone, who had risen from the 
ranks, was commissioned to a Light Dragoon regiment, which, I 
believe, he never joined, as I heard that he died shortly after 
leaving the barracks, his health having rapidly failed. J3y the 
rules and regulations of the service, Staff Garrison Sergeant-Major 
Shaw was entitled to the vacant adjutancy, but owing, it was 
alleged, to his having somewhat offended Colonel Brotherton, he 
was never appointed to the post, and soon afterwards quitted the 
barracks. What became of him I never heard. He was a genial, 

fentlemanly person, highly esteemed by all the men in the 
arracks, a thorough soldier, and as chief drill-instructor was most 
efficient. His immediate successor was Staff Sergeant-Major 
Johnson, whose career in that position, however, was of short 
duration, because on a certain occasion he was required to attend 
and give evidence at a court martial held upon a deserter at 
Chatham, and upon returning to Maidstone he was overtaken on 
the road by two officers (who also had attended the court martial), 
who observed him rolling about in his saddle in a state of intoxi- 
cation, which circumstance they reported to Colonel Brotherton, 
whereupon he immediately despatched an escort, under the charge 
of the troop sergeant-major of the 11th Light Dragoons, to arrest 
Johnson and disarm him. 

Apparently the shock experienced at thus being made a prisoner 
on the highway must have had the effect of partially sobering him, 
because when he entered his room he spoke quite coherently, and 
began to lament and bemoan his fate, dwelling upon the fact of 
having assiduously served in the army many long years, but that 
now his future prospects were for ever lost and blighted ! A few 
weeks after the holding of the court martial a general parade was 
ordered, when poor Johnson was marched from the guard-room 
between two troopers, and placed in position in the centre of the 
like. The command "Attention** having been given, Colonel 
Brotherton then came forward and read the sentence of the Court, 
duly confirmed by the Commander-in-Chief, reducing him to the 
ranis, and ordering him to rejoin his former regiment. He then 
briefly addressed the parade upon the heinous ness of the crime of 
drunkenness in a soldier when on duty, and especially the more so 
when the offence was committed by one whose conduct and respon- 
sible position in the service ought to have been exemplary and 
above suspicion. 

The colonel next directed the garrison sergeant-tailor to cut 
-^ the prisoner's stripes ; which formality having been performed, 
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he was released from custody, and ordered to fall in in rear of the 
men of his regiment present on parade, after which the troops 
were marched off to their respective quarters and dismissed in the 
usual manner. Thus, by the unexpected occurrence, at the age of 
twenty-one, and after a service in the British army of not quite 
three years, I was placed in the responsible position of superin- 
tendent of all drills in the yard and acting adjutant. 



CHAPTER XII. 



His Royal Highness the late Duke of Cambridge — "There's many a slip 
between the cup," &c. — Advised to emigrate to South Australia — Quit 
the army — A great mistake, as proved by subsequent events — Obtain 
letters of introduction to the late Colonel Gawler. 

It was part of my duty every evening, after the respective orderly 
sergeants had copied the general orders issued for the following 
day, to take the General Order Book (week about with Johnson) to 
Major Meyer and the other staff officers, to be read by them at 
their respective quarters ; and on the evening of the day Johnson 
was reduced 1 was heartily congratulated by each of tnem upon 
the recent eventual circumstance, which placed me in a position 
next for promotion, and that doubtless I would shortly be 
gazetted as adjutant ; for which expressions of goodwill for my 
welfare, I sincerely thanked them. About a fortnight later a 
general order was issued, notifying that a general parade would 
take place upon a fixed day and hour for the inspection of his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge. Accordingly on the day 
appointed the whole garrison paraded in the barrack-yard and 
formed in line, my position as garrison sergeant-major and 
acting adjutant being a few paces distant on the right. 

The usual routine, such as taking opeh order, &c., as a prelimi- 
nary to the inspection, having been gone through, his Royal 
Highness, attended by Colonels Brotherton and Middleton, and a 
numerous staff, approached towards the right of the line, and when 
within a few paces immediately in front of where I stood, with my 
sword at the "carry," Colonel Brotherton said (referring to me), '* This 
is my acting-adjutant, your Royal Highness;" whereupon the duke 
stopped, glanced at me, and then (pointing to the troop sergeant- 
major of the 4th Light Dragoons, who was then about three paces 
from me on my left) asked, " What is that man's name ?" To which 
question Colonel Brotherton replied, "Whiteman, your Royal 
Highness." Then followed a second question, **Is he the son of 
Whiteman who was shot at "Waterloo by the same ball which 
carried off the Marquis of Anglesey's leg?" "Yes, your Royal 
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Highness.*' " Then," added the duke, *' as you have a vacant adju- 
tancy you will oblige me by conferring the appointment upon him." 
I did not hear Colonel Brotherton's reply, but observed him bow 
and pass on. The reader can imagine with what dismay I heard 
the above request. The incident was so unexpected and startling, 
that I could not realize the truth. It was like a thunderbolt upon 
me, and the blow was the more severely felt owiug to my an- 
ticipated hopes having been raised by all the officers in the 
garrison. 

After being exempt from my duties in the barracks I wended 
my way despondingly to the residence of Mr. Erandall, and ac- 
quainted him with what had transpired at the parade. He 
listened attentively to my recital, and for some time remained in 
deep thought, and then said, " Supposing the adjutancy had been 
conferred upon you, or even a commission in some cavalry 
regiment, the pay, without a private income would be inadequate 
to keep a wife and family. I therefore think it would be better 
and wiser for you to quit the service and emigrate." He had, he 
continued, recently seen in the newspapers that a new colony had 
just been formed in South Australia, which doubtless would offer 
chances of success, and a means of acquiring an independence to 
the first settlers, and therefore would advisedly recommend me to 
proceed thither. To this end he would wiUingly assist by paying 
the passage-money of myself and wife, and one of her sisters, and 
besides place to my credit 100/. in the bank, payable at sight in 
Adelaide. He then asked what I thought of his proposition.. 

I remained silent for a time, for the blow was. a crushing one. 
But nerving myself for the effort, I replied, " If I am compelled to 
leave it, it will be with the utmost regret, as I love the service, in 
which my hopes since I joined have been centred; but of course as 
the family are apparently entirely dependent on your generosity, 
I will not thwart your wishes, and accept the obligation. 

The subject-matter of the above conference, and final decision, 
were communicated to my wife and the members of the family on 
returning home, and received with the utmost amazement, and 
furnished us with food enough for speculation, as may be 
imagined. 

I again had an interview with Mr. Randall the following day, and 
it was decided I should address a letter to Col. Brotherton, applying 
for my discharge ; which I did accordingly, and enclosed the sum 
of thirty pounds, being the usual amount in such cases. I at 
the same time availed myself of the opportunity of expressing my 
heartfelt thanks for the deep interest he had taken in me, and the 
anxious desire he had evinced in promoting my advancement in 
the army; that I had studied with zeal and perseverance eveiy 
branch of knowledge connected with it and was grieved to leave it ; 
but the step was taken at the suggestion and under the influence 
of Mr. Randall, whp considered that emigrating to South Australia 
would be far better for my welfare. 
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In the course of the day the coloDel sent for me at his office, and 
after expressing his deep regret at the nnezpected turn of affairs, 
over which he had no control, and commiserating my disappoint- 
ment, he cordially ur^ed me to withdraw my application, assuring 
me that an opportunity would soon offer to enable him to obtain 
for me a riding-mastership in a regiment. I again repeated my 
sincere thanks for his favour, and briefly explained the circum- 
stances in which myself and family were placed since the 
lamented death of my father and mother-in-law, and that we were 
apparently completely in the hands of Mr. Randall, who under 
mx. Carter's will was appointed guardian, consequently I had no 
option. 

After some reflection, the colonel asked, " To what colony did 
you say Mr. Randall advised you to emigrate ? " I replied, " South 
Australia." " South Austrafia ! South Australia ! he repeated 
several times, and then referred to the Army List. Upon being 
satisfied, he then added, *' I find that one ot my oldest and best 
friends, and companion in arms at the battle of Waterloo (Colonel 
Gawler), is the governor of that province, and I will give you a 
letter of introduction to him which I feel certain will ensure you 
an appointment." He then wrote and handed me the letter, re- 
marking that he felt sure from what he knew of me that I would 
rise to a high position and make a fortune. He then kindly shook 
hands, and wished me every saccess. Consequent incidents, how- 
ever, have manifestly proved that quitting the army was the most 
unfortunate step in my eventful career, because had I remained I 
should now be colonel, or probably major-general. I base this 
statement on the fact that when I first jomed the 16th Lancers in 
Maidstone there were several in the barracks to whom I used to 
relate my experiences during the Portuguese campaign; and 
amongst these was one Sergeant Thompson, of the 17th Lancers, 
an excellent drill and expert swordsman, who procured his dis- 
charge and obtained a commission in the British Legion in Spain, 
servw. in the lancers under Sir de Lacy Evans, and was severely 
wounded in the hip and hand. Upon the termination of the war 
he returned to Maidstone and again entered the British army, and 
joined a cavalry regiment in India, and served in the campaign of 
the Punjab in the 4th Light Dragoons, and was also engaged in 
many important actions, for which distinguished and meritorious 
services he received a medal and two clasps. According to the 
published Army List (1879), he held then the rank of major-general. 
Moreover, I gathered from the Rev. Mr. Slaney Poole, the present 
much esteemed and popular incumbent of St. John's Church, 
Adelaide (whose father in my time was one of the staff of rough- 
riders and drills before mentioned), the following antecedents 
respecting Sergeants Morris and Blinkhorn of the 16th Lancers, 
who were also in a subordinate position to myself in Maidstone, 
viz. when he (Mr. Poole) was in England soncie years ago. Blink - 
horn was colonel and head of the riding establishment, which had 
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"been removed from Maidstone to Canterbury. By reference to tlie 
last Army List, however, I do not see his name, and presnine he is 
dead. "With regard to Morris, he has been for some years captain 
and riding-master of the Cape Mounted Eiflemen, and according 
to the Army List retired in June 1870, on half pay. I am there- 
fore warranted in repeating that I should now probably be occu- 
pying a high position in the British army if I had not quitted it. 
but late prevailed, and swayed by Mr. Randall ,who doubtless was 
actuated oy sinister motives in getting me and the Carter family 
out of England (which will hereafter be made apparent), I sailed 
for South Australia with my wife and child, then four months 
old, and one of my wife's sisters, and on arrival obtained an 
appointment in the civil service. Eventually I attained the 
highest position in the police department, in the which I was con- 
fimed by her most gracious Majesty under royal letters patent, 
in 1852 ; but through the machinations, envy, and malice of my 
enemies, I was subsequently unjustly and unlawfully removed 
from the post, in consequence of which my prospects in life, as 
well as those of my family, have been })lasted. And although it is 
generally admitted I rendered important and valuable services to 
the colony, especially at a time when it was in a state of in- 
solvency, and great distress prevailed, my appeals for redress 
and consideration have been persistently ignored by successive 
governments, and I now find myself, at an advanced age, in a far 
worse position than when I first joined the service forty-two years 
ago. And the wrong is the more felt because the public very 
probably misjudge me, imagining that I must have been guilty ot 
some latent offence, which is persistently withheld and kept as a 
" cloak for non-reparation." in justice to myself, therefore, I shall 
not fail to make bare every circumstance connected with my down- 
fall and undeserved adversity. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The l^rankawnoore — Sail for Adelaide — Casualty at sea^Cowes — Cape de 
Verde Islands — St. Jago — Saspicious crafb — Ramble on shore — A leper 
— Visit to governor— Mysterious stranger— Complimentary dinner 
to captain — "Who stole the monkey ? " — A Portuguese rabble — A criti- 
cal situation — " Where there's a will," &c. — Unexpected meeting. 

Some time before quitting the British service, I made the acquain- 
tance of a Mr. George Whiting, and became very intimate with him. 
He was the then editor of the Maidstone Journal, or Gazette, and 
'r of literary works — in short, an eminent man of letters and 
knowledge. At this period also he was acting as Emigra- 
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tion Agent for Sonth Australia, and eome years afterwards 
emigrated himself with his family to Tasmania, and took np a 
large area of land on the Huon River ; but owing to heavy floods 
which that river is subject to, he experienced ruinous losses in sheep 
and cattle. In a letter to me shortly after his arrival in the 
colony, he gave me a most doleful account of his misfortunes : all 
his furniture, &c., in the house was either destrojjred or washed 
away, and the last he saw of his piano was when it was floating 
down the swollen river towards the sea. Consequent upon these 
sad disasters, he was compelled to resume the editorship of a 
newspaper at Hobart Town, some time in 1852, since which I have 
not heard what became of him, although I made many inquiries. 
A few years before quitting Maidstone he gave Mr. E. P. Nesbit a 
letter of introduction to me, as a person of great ability and attain- 
ments as a teacher, anxious to establish himself in South Australia, 
and in it solicited my aid in forwarding his views. Mr. Nesbit was 
eventually very successful, and opened a school at Angaston, and 
afterwards in "North Adelaide, but subsequently relinquished the 
avocation, and entered into business in Adelaide as a commission 
agent. The passage-money in the chief cabin forty years ago, in 
sailing vessels to the antipodes, was very costly, consequently, with 
a view to economy, Mr. Randall resolved that we should go in the 
intermediate, which he said afforded almost equal conveniences and 
comforts as the first cabin. Accordingly Messrs. Capper and Gould, 
the agents, were written to, and secured for us passages in the 
Brcmkanmoore, (Captain Smith), a barque-rigged vessel of about 
850 tons burden, for which the sum of 150Z was paid for myself, 
wife, and her sister, no charge of course being made for the baby in 
arms. As my wife was nursing and very delicate, it was specially 
stipulated in the agreement that in addition to the scale of rations 
she was to receive daily a certain allowance of porter. I mention 
this apparently trivial circumstance for reasons which the sequel 
■will e:^lain. Having bade adieu to my father and mother, relatives 
and fnends, we embarked at Gravesend on the 4th September, 1839, 
the rest of the Carter family having previously been disposed of by 
Mr. Eandall thus : some time before my father-in-law's death, the 
eldest son, Alexander William, was articled to an eminent architect 
and civil engineer in London, named Smith, with whom he con- 
tinued to perfect himself in the profession ; John, the second son, 
was entered as a midshipman on board an East Indiaman ; and the 
remaining two sisters, Ann and Catherine, were placed at Miss 
Redoubt's seminary, Maidstone. 

The names of the passengers on board our vessel, as well as my 
memory serves me, were — ^in the chief cabin. Captain and Mrs. 
Howie and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. W. Berry, the Rev. Gregory 
Bateman and his wife, Messrs. Carter, Hulkes, Hillman, Raisebnck, 
Walker, and Mrs. Batman, the wife of Mr. Batman, one of the 
first settlers at Port Philip, who was returning to Melbourne after 
a visit to England. 
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In the intermediate cabin were Dr. and Mrs. Charles Davis, Mr. 
Bnrton, a solicitor, wife and family, Mr. and Mrs Saxston, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bntland, Mr. and Mrs. Hardy and family. Miss Newington, 
Messrs. Mossman, Taylor, and Dr. Penny. There were also abont 
thirty in the steerage, whose names I don't remember, except two 
yonng men, Smith and Bide. I well recollect, however, there 
were two sisters, one of whom had an awfnl sqnint ; and frequently 
during the long and tedions voyage, owing to the continuous adverse 
winds and calms, varied with stormy weather, the sailors swore it 
was in consequence of a black cat having been thrown overboard, or 
else the presence on board of this unK>rtunately afflicted young 
woman. 

After all the passengers had arrived on board, luggage stowed, 
Ac., and everjrttiing b^ing ready, our vessel was towed out of tiie 
river Thames by a tng-boat, and when fairly out to sea, we were set 
adrift to battle with the elements, trusting to Providence to reach 
our destination in safety. The weather at starting proved anythinjB^ 
but propitious, as it came on to blow great guns ; and I think it 
must have been either during the first or second night after being 
at sea that we ran foul of another vessel, the Lord Ooderich, which 
carried away our bowsprit, and the captain was compelled to 
put into Cowes, in the Isle of Wight, to refit. The following morn- 
ing some of us landed, and availed ourselves of the opportunity to 
stroll about the neighbourhood. We ^eatly enjoyed tne walk, and 
admired the beantiral scenery, dotted here and there with handisome 
villas enclosed in well laid-ont gardens and ornamental grounds ; 
after which we repaired to the principal hotel, and sat down to an 
excellent dinner, which had been previously ordered. The repairs 
to the vessel were soon efiected, and after a detention of only a few 
days we again set sail. Our process, however, was exceedingly 
slow, owing to the very inferior sailing qualities of the ship — ^in tact, 
it eventually proved to be a perfect tub, as the voyage to Adelaide 
occnpied five months. About a fortnight after leaving Cowes, we 
sighted the beautiful island of Madeira. The day was most lovely, 
with hardly a ripple on the water ; and towards evening the vessel 
glided by so near the shore, that we distinctly perceived with the 
naked eye, the numerous picturesane cottages which are erected along 
the slope of the hills, and as nignt closed over the vista we could see 
the bright twinkling lights in the various dwellings. I was much 
impressed with the beauty of the scene, and doubtless my fellow- 
passengers must have been equally charmed. We next came in 
sight of the Peak of Tenerifie, one of the Canary Islands, which I 
remember learning at school is 12,500 feet above the level of the 
sea. Nothing of any moment occurred for some days worth record- 
ing, except that we were much retarded by light and contrary 
winds. However, in due course of time we reached the Cape die 
Yerde Islands, and came to an anchor ofi" St. Jago, for the purpose 
of procuring fresh provisions, and vegetables for the cabin ana inter- 
mediate passengers, which were already getting short. Not long after 
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we bad cast anchor, nnmeroas boats came off tons laden with oranges, 
which the boatmen offered to vend for a mere trifle in money, or 
take in exchange old cast-off garments ; thns we were able to lay in 
a good store of this delicions f mit for the remainder of the voyage. 
There were also fishermen in smaU boats, who exercised their callmg 
abont the vessel ; and as the sea was very transparent, we could see 
that it abounded with a species of excellent fish, the size of, and not 
unlike, the mackerel, which they caught with marvellous dexterity 
and offered for sale, frantically gesticulating the while ; in short, for 
a time we were amidst a very Babel of voices. 

Besides our own ship, there was another at anchor in the roads, 
which had put in to replenish her stock of provisions also. Her 
name was the Oriental, commanded by Captam Hobson, and bound 
to New Zealand with passengers and cargo. 

On the evening of our arrival a schooner, painted black, with 
very raking masts and low hull, suddenly came round a rocky pro- 
montory, and dropped anchor at a distance of about two hundred 
yards from our vessel, and between her and the shore. From the 
moment she was first sighted to when her sails were furled, the 
time did not occupy fifteen minutes ; and what was more singular, 
not a soul appeared to be stirring on board ! However, it was quite 
clear to all who witnessed the extraordinary appearance of this 
spectre-like craft, that her captain was perfectly well acquainted 
with the locality, as she must almost have grazed the rocks in 
doubling the headland. Whilst we were discussing and speculating 
as to what might be the character of the vessel, our sapient captain 
joined us, and at once expressed a decided opinion that she was 
piratical, adding that the Uape de Yerde Islands were notoriously 
places of refuge and concealment for sea-robbers, whence to observe 
and pounce on their prey, and that he had heard of acts of piracy 
having been perpetrated in their latitude. 

The following morning Captain Smith informed the passengers 
that as he proposed remaining two or three days at anchor, any one 
who desired it might go on shore. 

I quickly availed myself of the permission, and accompanied by 
my wife got into the snip's boat, with other passengers. The sailor? 
then pulled us towards some rocks, upon one of which we wen 
landed; but to reach the beach was not such an easy matter, 
because there was a vacant space between the next rock, through 
which the raging sea momentarily dashed upwards with great 
violence; it was therefore necessary to take advantage of every 
receding wave to leap the chasm. Having first crossed the obstruc- 
tion, which was about four feet in width and from thirty to forty 
feet deep, I extended my hand to my wife, which she firmly grasped, 
and nimbly sprang across just at the right moment. I cannot say 
how the others succeeded, as we left them to follow. I rather 
think, however, that some felt disinclined to venture, and preferred 
returning to the vessel. The spot where we landed is at one end 
of a deep bay, about a mile and half from the town, which is built 
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on a table-land of considerable elevation^ and defended seaward bj 
a fort, llie landing in the bay is quite impracticable, except witb 
snrf -boats, on account of the continuous heavy rollers whicL break 
with violence on the beach ; hence the place selected oo the rocks 
to land i>assengers. The only means of reaching the town from 
the sands is hy steps cut into the solid rock, which we ascended, 
and entered the principal square. We then took a stroll roond the 
place, which appeared to be mostly inhabited by Portuguese and 
negroes. We were not much impressed with the appearance of the 
streets, which are narrow, and anything but cleanly. The build- 
ings moreover are irregular and unsightly, and with the exception 
of the governor's residence there are none which have any 
pretentions to architecture. A few shops there were, but not one 
customer could be seen to enter ! The proprietors, however, appeared 
perfectly indifferent, and sat louneing lazily at the doorways, 
smoking cigarettet*, seemingly too indolent to move. Altogether, as 
contrasted with the bustle and activity of an English business 
town, it was to a stranger most striking. 

At the comer of one of the principal streets we beheld a most 
terrible sight, namely, a leper begging alms. With the exception 
of his lower garments, he was entirely withont covering, and thus 
his scaly bacK and shoulders, glistening in the sun, were exposed to 
passers-by. The sight was most revolting, and will never be effiiced 
from my memory. Perceiving some Portuguese soldiers — ^whichl 
recognized bv the uniform l^long^ to the 5th Ca^idores, which 
regiment, J nave before mentioned in these memoirs as having 
frequently behaved with great bravery during the struggle in Por- 
tugal between Don Pedro and Don Miguel — laccostedoneofthem 
wearing the badge of a non-commissioned officer, and intimated 
that I desired to pay my respects to the governor, and requested 
him to be goo<l enough to guide me to his residence, which ne will- 
ingly complied with. 

We first entered a spacious enclosure planted with various orna- 
mental shrubs and flowers, and sent in our cards by a servant, who 
quickly returned and ushered us into a large reception-room, where 
we had not long to wait before the governor entered, and received 
ns very cordially. He spoke very indifferent English, but as I then 
could s[)eak Portuguese pretty well we made ourselves understood. 
Upon apprising him that I had served during the whole of the war 
in Portugal on behalf of Donna Maria, he seemed much interested. 
After a short time he apologized and left the room, and returned in 
a few minutes accompanied by several officers of the 5th Ca^adores, 
whom he introduced as bavins served in Portugal. One of them 
said he remembered me perfectly, and an animated conversation 
then followed relative to past events. The governor's lady shortly 
afterwards entered the apartment, and was introduced to us. She 
was splendidly attired, and wore rich and costly ornaments. I 
should think her age was not more than forty, although she looked 
rather older, but still retained marked traces of her former beauiy^ 
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which is a rare instance with Portuguese ladies, as they fade at a 
yerj early age.^ She made herself exceedingly agreeable and plea- 
sant to my wife, and invited her into her boudoir, where they 
remained a short time ; fortunately my wife spoke Italian and 
French, so that they kept up a familiar chat. Befreshments, con- 
sisting of cakes, liqueurs in diminutiye glasses, and y arious kinds 
of sweetmeats and fruits, candied in the most exquisite perfection, 
were brought in on gold and silver salvers, and offered to each guest 
by a little negress. 

It was now time to leave, as our visit had then exceeded two hours' 
duration, and we had still a toilsome walk along the heavy sandy 
beach to reach the landing-place, where the ship's boat was to be in 
waiting for us at sunset. We therefore bade our kind entertainers 
fareweU. Before descending the steps to the beach, however, we 
strolled towards the fort, wmch is at the extremity of the town, and 
paused to gaze at the boundless sea and the shipping calmly lying 
at anchor. 

Whilst^ thus admiring the scene, a fashionably dressed gentleman 
accosted us in the most polite manner, and then asked various per- 
tinent questions regarding the destination of our vessel, nature of 
her cargo, number of passengers and crew, &c., to which I readily 
replied ; whereupon he apologized for his seemingly inquisitiveness, 
made a low bow, and leisurely sauntered away. 

Although the incident was most remarkable and uncommon, I 
confess I did not at the time entertain any suspicion ; but upon 
returning on board our vessel we passed close to the mystenous 
schooner which had previously been the subject of so much cogitation 
amongst us, and perceived that she had concealed port-holes, which 
fact pretty clearly revealed her true character ; when it then occurred 
to me that very probably our late interrogator was the captain, and 
must have had sinister motives in obtaining the information he 
sought — in which opinion Captain Smith and the rest of the 
passengers coincided. 

Upon going on deck early next morning we were astonished to 
find that the suspected piratical schooner had vanished during the 
night. Stronger still was the fact that the night-watch neither 
heard the usual sound of weighing anchor nor saw the craft leave the 
anchorage ; and although we scanned the horizon, not a sign of her 
could be seen. What she really was will ever remain a mystery, as 
we never saw her again. 

Captain Smith having intimated that he purposed sailing in the 
evening, it was agreed amongst some of the cabin and intermediate 
passengers (amon^ whom I was one) to invite him to a dinner on 
shore, which invitation he accepted. Accordingly, early after 
breakfast we landed at the usual place, and thence proceeded to 
the town, and having selected the most respectable-looting hotel in 
the square, and engaged a spacious comfortable room upstairs, from 
the windows of which a full view of the bay was obtained, we 
ordered a suitable dinner to be ready at a fixed hour. In the 
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meantime some of the party started upon a shooting ezcnrsion in 
the interior, and the rest roamed about the town. I preferred the 
latter. 

Punctual to the hour appointed we gathered together, and Captain 
Smith having arrived, with a middy belonging to the ship— a youth 
between sixteen and seventeen years of age, and brother of the late 
John and Arthur Horrocks, so well-known to old colonists — we sat 
down to a really creditable spread, for which the landlord deserved 
much credit, especially considering the short notice he had had to 
prepare the entertainment. The wines also were of eoscellent 
quality, having been imported direct from Oporto, and not adulte- 
rated, as is often the case with similar kinds obtained from London. 
After the removal of the cloth, &c., the health of the captain was 
proposed and heartily drunk, which he duly acknowledged, andshortly 
afterwards apologized for leaving the convivial party, giving as a 
reason that he had important matters to arrange in connexion with 
clearing the vessel, &c., but that we might continue to enjoy our- 
selves until a fixed hour, at which time the ship's boats would be 
at the rocks to take us off. Toasts and songs, with an intermixture 
of bon-mots and repartees enlivened the company. Thus oblivious 
to the fleeting hour, and whilst relating one of my adventures in 
Portugal, our attention was suddenly diverted by the report of a 
gun from seaward, and upon hastening to the windows we were 
astonished to perceive that some of the sails on board our vessel 
were actually set; whereupon we summoned the landlord and paid 
his bill. 

Before leaving the hotel one of our party, named Rutland, after- 
wards of colonial notoriety, offered to purchase from the landlord 
a tame monkey, which had very much amused us by its comical 
ways and antics ; but he demanded such an exorbitant sum that it 
was tantamount to a refusal ; whereupon Eutland conceived the 
design of stealing the animal, and having induced one of the party, 
unknown to the rest of us, to aid him in this nefarious action, he 
(Rutland) preceded us downstairs a few moments only, and placed 
himself under the window, when his abettor dropped the monlcey 
in his arms, with which he swiftly made off across the square, and 
down the steps towards the place of embarkation. This dis- 
reputable proceeding, however, appears to have been noticed by a 
soldier on duty in front of the guard-house, a few doors from the 
hotel, who immediately gave the alarm, whereupon a mob of 
infuriated Portuguese of the lowest type hastily gathered, and 
followed us along the beach, yelling like demons, and brandishing 
their knives. Seeing the imminent danger of the position, and 
that prompt action was necessary, I at once assumed the guidance 
of the party, directed the main body to carry young Horrocks 
between them, as he was helplessly drunk, and make the most 
haste possible to reach the rocks, whilst another and myself, each 
armed with a double-barrel gun, formed a rearguard to cover their 
«»**«at. We thus proceeded some distance, and then suddenly 
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faced about, threatening to fire if they attempted to approach 
nearer, levelling oar pieces at the same time. This manoenvre had 
the desired effect, and brought the rabble to a standstill. I then 
demanded, in Fortngaese, uie cause of the tumult, and what thej 
wanted ; to which they replied, that one of our party had stolen a 
monkey, and insisted upon its restitution (which was the first 
intelligence we had heard of the affair). I then assured them that 
if such were the case, the animal would be returned. 

By this time Butland, who had joined the retreating party, 
divined the cause of the disturbance, and brought back the monkey 
to where we were, and placed it on the sands a short distance in 
advance of us, and we tnen resumed our retrograde movement. The 
rascals continued to follow, however, heaping insulting epithets, 
and swearing vengeance, although we saw them pick up the 
animal. 

Upon reaching the landing-place no boat was there to take us on 
board, and none could be seen putting off from the ship. My 
readers may therefore well imagine our dismay and the difficulty 
of our position. On the one hand our vessel firing signal-guns at 
intervskls, and having her sails set, and on the other a parcel of 
ruffians thirsting for our blood. Impressed with the exigency of 
the situation, my first care was to get the senseless body of the 
middy across the barrier before described as a safer retreat, and 
gathering the whole of the party, except one or two, we returned 
along the beach to a spot where I had observed a surf -boat hauled 
np. This unexpected move drove the Portuguese before us, who, 
we perceived, eventually ascended the steps into the town. Having 
reached the stranded boat, we tried to launch her, but our united 
efforts failed to move her. 

Whilst thus engaged we perceived a boat, propelled by two men 
with another in the stem, approaching the rocks ; consequently 
we relinquished our hopeless attempt, and hastened thither. On 
reaching the spot we found the boat laying off a few yards, and 
immediately offered to engage her ; but the man who apparently 
was the owner insisted upon the payment of 10^. each in advance, 
for putting us on board. I explained, in his own language, that 
we had spent nearly all our money on shore, but that the amount 
demanded would be paid him on board. He, however, resolutely 
declined to agree to these terms. Extreme cases require extreme 
measures ; I therefore adopted the following stratagem. During 
the above parley the boat had several times been allowed to drift 
off the rocks, and again brought near by a few strokes of the oars ; 
seeing which, I briefly explained to our party that I would take 
advantage at the proper time, and rush into the sea and seize the 
boat's gunwale, when they were to threaten to fire at the boatmen 
to intimidate them, if they resisted, and if need be, as a last 
resource, fire a shot into them. Having been assured of their 
co-operation, I watched the opportunity, and suddenly sprang into 
the water, and with one or two vigorous strokes, caught hold of the 
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boat. The men were so astonished at this nnexpected action, 
seeing half a dozen fowling-pieces pointed at them, that they at 
gelded, and brought her alongside, into which we all entered, 
in a short time reached the ship, when young Horrocks was ho: 
on board with a " whip," like a bale of goods, which elicited i 
of laughter. Captain Smith, however, was furious, and sou 
rated us for delaying the sailing of iJie vessel, adding thai 
boats had been sent off for us at the appointed time, but had 
recalled after waiting two hours. 

My readers will readily imagine that none of our tempers we 
the sweetest, considering the anxiety and annoyance we had 
subjected to ; consequently, when the boatman came on dec 
demand his fare we refused to give him anything, and bui 
him into his boat over the side of the ship, which then was n 
weigh. Three or four days after leaving tne anchorage, and i 
Hearing the equator, a ship of considerable size hove in sight, 
headed towards us ; seeing which. Captain Smith altered his a 
to meet the stranger. This was slow progress, however, at 
wind was light and dropped to a perfect calm, the sea being sn 
like a mirror, and the heat excessive. 

When about half a mile from us we saw one of the quarter-1 
I ^j being lowered, and shortly afterwards a number of persons dr< 

in light summer clothing get into her, and then puU towardi 
ship ; seeing which, the captain ordered the companion ladder 
lowered, and stood himself at the gangway to welcome the vii 
as the boat drew up alongside. The first who ascended the 
and came outboard, I remember, was a man uf gentlemanly ap 
ance and bearing, who introduced himself as the captain o 
new arrival (which vessel was the same that was laying at ai 
with ours at St. Jago), and if my memory serves me correctly 
subsequently the first governor appointea in New Zealand, 
next and succeeding personages who followed him, were introc 
to our captain as his passengers, and as the last in comln 
placed his foot upon our deck I recognized as my cousin (I 
Hombrook) who I have mentioned in Uie first part of these mei 

Our astonishment at this singularly unexpected meeting w 
great that neither of us could for the moment realize the 
After our surprise had somewhat abated, however, questionf 
replies quickly followed as to each other's destination and pro 
prospects of success, <&c., whereupon he seriously suggested 
we should transfer ourselves and luggage on board the Ori 
and used every possible aigument to induce me to agree, t 
which proposal he there and then obtained the full conse 
Captain Hobson ; bnt I persistently refused, as I considere 
id^ wild and chimerical, although my wife and her sister 
perfectly willing and agreeable to the plan. Would to heav 
had availed myself of the offer, and bitterly have I since reg 
the lost opportunity. The visitors having been invited i 
cuddy by Captain Smith, healths were dnmk in champagiu 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER, 123 

after a stay on board of aboat an boar, tbey retarned to tbeir sbip, 
wbicb bj tnat time felt tbe influence of a light breeze and dis- 
tanced ns before night, and bj next morning was ont of sight. 



CHAPTER XIY. 



Crouing tbe line — Levying black-niail — Having tbe laugh at Neptune — 
A sea fight, and its results — K cyclone in tbe tropics — Man over- 
board—Mad dogs — Flying fish — A ludicrous episode. 

The ceremonies attendant on crossing the line are now, I believe, 
nearly obsolete, as it gave the opportunity to sailors to levy black- 
mail on timid and^nervous passengers. On board our vessel, how- 
ever, the practice was in vogue, and the following programme was 
enacted, viz. : — A voice from the fore part of the ship hailed it, and 
announced that Neptune desired to come on board ; whereupon, 
the captain having given his consent, Neptune and assistants ap- 
peared getting over the bows of the vessel, as if just emerging from 
the deep. He aijpeared with flowing wi^ and beard of oakum, 
and was provided with a trident, a piece of iron hoop for a razor, 
a shaving-brush, and a pot containing slush, with wnich to shave 
any unfortunate wight who was then for the flrst time passing 
oyer the equator. Neptune then interrogated the captain as to 
his male passengers and crew, and upon several being pointed out 
who had not crossed the line, they were asked either to pay a fee 
in the shape of one, two, or three bottles of spirits, or otherwise 
undergo the treatment of being shaved, and ducked in a tub. Some 
purchased the exemption by paying with a bottle or two, but others 
who refused were roughly handled, and smeared with filthy slush 
over the face, which was aftei-wards scraped off" with the hoop iron, 
and if still reluctant to pay the fee, were pitched into a tub. An 
attempt was made to capture me for the purpose of undergoing the 
process, or otherwise to extort the penalty ; but I nimbly mounted 
the rigging, and when about to reach the " lubber's hole," some of 
the passengers on deck called out for me to **look out" and I at 
once perceived two men on each side of the mast quickly ascending 
the rigging in pursuit with lashings. Of course, I at once «aw 
that my retreat was cut off, and the only means of escape left 
therefore was to mount still higher to the cross-trees, which having 
reached, I threw myself across the topmast-stay and quietly slid 
myself down to the end of the bowsprit, thence reached the deck 
by that means, and thus had the laugh at Neptune and assistants. 
Although much elated at the successful result of my ruse and the 
discomhture of my would-be captors, I gave them a bottle of 
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•* Wotke " (a vile and very strong kind of spirit made in Bossia;, 
which was issued to the intermediate passengers as part of their 
rations. 

Long before this time, much dissatisfaction prevailed amongst 
the intermediate passengers, owing to the dietary-scale not being 
according to agreement. The food also, consisting of salt pork and 
preserved meat in tins (bouilli), which was to be issued alternately, 
was irregularly distributed and of inferior quality, and sometimes 
not fit to eat ; and as to the bread, which we were led to believe 
would be good and wholesome, it consisted entirely of old ship's 
biscuits, which were alive with weevil ! In fact, had we come out 
to the colony as government emigrants, we should have fared 
much better and saved the passage-money, because on the voyage 
emigrants were placed under the care of the surgeon-superin- 
tendent, whose duty it was to see that the articles of agreement 
between the shipowners and the commissioners were properly car- 
ried into effect, and to whom all complaints were to be nmde ; but 
in our case there was no appeal. Tne owners had received our 
money, and we might manage as best we could. The want of 
proper ventilation and conveniences also was most severely felt, as 
we had to go on deck in all weathers at meal-times to procure our 
allowance from the cook, designated the " doctor." In short, our 
treatment was unbearable, and in order to alleviate somewhat 
these many discomforts, we engaged a steerage passenger named 
Smith to act as steward, for which each of us agreed to pay him a 
certain amount at the termination of the voyage. As to myself, I 
had been so inured and accustomed to hardships and privations in 
Portugal, that I could put up with them without much ado ; but the 
fact that my tender and uncomplaining wife was daily failing in 
health and strength, which was apparent to every person on bc^rd, 
for want of proper nourishment, and specially on account of her 
daily pint of porter having been discontinued, the reasons ^ven 
being that there was no more on board, I became exceedingly 
wroth, and denounced the scandalous conduct of the owners and 
agents of the vessel in not seeing that sufficient provision was 
made for the passengers on the voyage. One especially sultry day 
in the tropics my wife felt unusually ill, and particularly com- 
plained of pains in her chest and weakness ; whereupon I went on 
deck and requested the captain to let me have a bottle of porter 
for her, which he refused, saying that the porter was for the cabin 
passengers, and none could be spared. I vividly remember the 
occasion. The heat was excessive, without a breali of air stirring; 
the sea was perfectly smooth and without a ripple, although there 
was a long swell, which caused the vessel to roll and render it diffi- 
cult for a landsman to walk steadily. Some of the passengers 
were lying about under the awning, whilst others were stretcned 
on the deck playing cards. The vessel had no poop, and was what 
is called " flush-decked," with merely a small covered space for the 
protection of the man at the wheel in bad weather. My wife had 
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then just come on deck, carrying the baby, and sat down with her 
sister on the hen-coops. She looked so pale and wan at the 
moment tiiat I ^ain repeated the demand for a bottle of porter, 
addin|^ that I was willing to pay for it ; bat he once more refused, 
with irritation and tartness, which roused my temper to such a 
degree, that I at once charged him with conspiring with the owners 
and agents in the robberies which had been perpetrated upon ns, 
at the same time calling his attention to my wife's pallid face and 
her apparent wasting away, addiug that he ought to feel tho- 
ronghly ashamed of himself. Whereupon, without replying, he 
tamed round to his chief officer (Errington), and said, " Give him a 

d good thrashing P and before I could well ^uard myself, he 

stmck me a heavy blow on the head, and would have repeated it, 
only that I parried it and gave him one in return which felled him 
to the deck. Aware that on rising he would again rash at me, I 
qnickly took np a defensive position in front of, and with my back 
to, the wheel, when he fnrionsly renewed the attack. His blows, 
however, were ineffectual, and I soon fonnd that he was completely 
at my mercy. I then in my turn assomed the offensive, and 
rapidly delivered telling blows on his face, which compelled him to 
fall back to abont the ship's waist, on reaching whicn I knocked 
him down with a well-directed hit, and again ran back to my former 
place— which necessary expedient was several times repeated. My 
poor frightened wife and her sister the while were crying bitterly, 
and each time I thns returned and took up my position in front of 
the wheel, I heard the kind-hearted sailor trying to pacify them, 
and assuring them that the crew (who had then collected together 
to witness the ffght) would see fair play, as they hated the mate 
for his tyrannical conduct. By this time my antagonist's eyes 
were almost closed, and the blood freely streaming from his nose. 
However, nothing dannted, he again and again renewed the attack; 
bat npon once more reaching the ship's waist, and for the last time, 
I stmck him a hard blow under the chin, which laid him prostrate. 
In falling, however, he stmck the ship's gnn violently with his 
head, which inflicted a severe cut and rendered him senseless, and 
in that state he was removed to his cabin, to which he was confined 
about three weeks anable to attend to his dnties. This anjust and 
nnprovoked attack upon me did not end with the fray, however, as 
I was forthwith ordered by the captain to my cabin, and prohibited 
from appearing on deck. At the expiration of three weeks, finding 
my health begmning to suffer on account of the impure air below, 
caused by the abominable stench from the bilge water, &c., I de- 
termined to break my arrest and go on deck for fresh air. This 
resolve, however, appears to have been commnnicated to the 
captain in a sneaking, servile way by Eutland, because upon 
ascending the companion almost immediately afterwards, I was 
ronghly seized by the neck -handkerchief by the carpenter on one 
side and second mate on the other, each armed with a cutlass. 
Although I was almost choked by these men in endeavouring to 
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force me down stairs again, I nevertheless gained a footing on the 
deck, and at once knocked one down with my fist and gave the 
other a kick in the abdomen which sent him rolling on deck; 
whereupon Captain Smith came forward excitedlv and begged me 
to be quiet. I replied that it was not my wisn to be ofiierwise, 
but that I had resolved not to suffer confinement any longer in 
that loathsome cabin. He then said I was' perfectly at liberty to 
move about as I desired. I, however, reminded him that I con- 
sidered him wholly to blame in regard to the unfortunate affair 
which had occurred. He was not warranted in ordering his chief 
mate to chastise me, and for what? because, forsooth, I was 
making a just complaint, and naturally endeavouring to procure 
that which I knew my suffering wife absolutely required; his 
conduct was throughout unfeeling and illegal, and I certainly 
should institute legal proceedings against him on arrival in 
Adelaide. Thus terminated events which although much to be 
deplored, resulted in an important advantage to my wife, in that 
she was never without a sufficiency of porter during the rest of the 
voyage. It was, however, conveyed secretly into our cabin, because 
there were others besides in the intermediate with children at the 
breast who were equally entitled to be supplied. 

As an instance of the danger of being exposed without hardly 
any warning to the furjr of a cyclone at sea, in the latitudes we 
were then in, the following brief account will convey an idea. My 
wife and I, one very sultry day about noon, got into one of the 
quarter-boats, under shelter of a tarpauling securely fastened over 
it for protection. There was not a Dreath of wind stirring, con- 
sequently the sea was calm and smooth like glass, when suddenly 
the wind rose like magic, and commenced to shriek and howl 
horribly through the rigging ; and upon looking over the sea we were 
astonished at the unexpected change, and perceived a long line, 
like a wall of water tipped with foam, approaching us with 
surprising rapidity, and noise like thunder. In the midst of thds 
din, we heard the voice of the captain ^ving hurried orders through 
his speaMng trumpet, to lower all sails. Hardly had he done so, 
and whilst the sailors were aloft executing the order, the body of 
water above described struck the vessel, with such force that she 
was thrown momentarily on her beam ends. The sea then rose to 
a great height, and lapped the bottom of the boat in which we 
were lying, and each time jolted us. Seeing the imminent danger 
we were in, on account of the possibility of the tackle breaking, 
which of course would have precipitated us into the seething sea, 
the captain frantically called upon us to come on deck out of liie 
boat ; out we heeded not, apprehending no danger ourselves, and 
remained where we were until all confusion and noise had subsided. 
A steady strong breeze subsequently set in after the storm, which 
sent our sluggish craft bounding along at an unusual speed ; and as 
it «~*' the mtention of Captain Smith to put in at the Cape for 
' and water, and the wind being favourable, we readied 
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Table Bay in about a week, no incident having in tbe' interval 
occnrred of mnch importance worthy of a note, except that a 
sailor fell overboard one day, who, however, was quickly rescued, 
not mnch the worse for his involuntary ducking ; and on another 
occasion two dogs attacked with hydrophobia — one was a fine New- 
foundland dog, and the other a small terrier ; both animals, how- 
ever, were quickly destroyed. 

Since writing the foregoing, I recently met Dr. 0. Davies, who 
was one of my fellow-passengers in the BranJcanmoore, and in 
talking over various exciting incidents which happened on the voyage 
he reminded me of the following ludicrous episode, which I had 
almost for^tten. " In October, 1839, between St. Jago and the 
Cape, one fine evening, with a good breeze, no moon, many of the 
passengers were sitting on the windward side of the vessel, when 
all of a sudden there was a great disturbance among them, Mr. 
Burton exclaiming that his brother-in-law, Mr. Hardy, had given 
him two violent Saps on the face. Mr. Hardy declared that he 
had done no such thing ; then angry words arose, and they were 
nearly coming to a fight, when the mate, Mr. Enington, coming 
with a lantern t6 see what the uproar was, discovered on the deck 
.two flying fishes, which had been blown from the sea against Mr. 
Burton's face with considerable violence, and thus given rise to 
the spspicion of a blow from Mr. Hardy, as those two persons 
were always quarrelling. It ended in a hearty laugh all round.** 



CHAPTER XY. 



Four days' residence in Cape Town— Table Bay — Anchorage when danger- 
ous — Kangaroo Island first sighted — First impressions of Adeliude— 
Port Misery — Arrival in Adelaide — Gazetted Sab-Inspector Mounted 
Police. 

As the passengers were informed that the vessel would remain in 
harbour several days, most of us were glad to get on terra-firma 
and see the town, after having been so lon^ cooped up on board. 
Before leawg the vessel, however, the captain impressed upon all 
those who went, that in the event of a sudden change in the 
weather, with the wind from a certain quarter, we were immediately 
to repair on board, because on such occasions it invariably came on 
to blow so terrifically that ships lying at anchor in Table Bay 
were compelled to put to sea ; and should such a contigency arise, 
and we neglected to comply with his instructions, we might very 
probably m left behind. Strangely enoagh upon landinc^ I met 
one of my old Maidstone schooliellows, who also was well known 
to my wife and her sister, being a townsman ; his name was Arckol, 
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and was then a mate on board his ancle*s ship, an East Indiaman 
called the Maidstone, of which he, the nncle, was both captain 
and owner. But what made our meeting still more singular, was 
the fact that he was accompanied by a jonng man whom I had 
known in Maidstone barracks, of whose name, however, I have not 
now the least recollection. His friends had purchased his discharge 
from the army just before I quitted Maidstone, and procured a 
cadetship for him in India, whither he was then going. As both 
of them were well acquainted with the town, they ereatly assisted 
us in procuring comfortable lodgings at a respectable hotel in one 
of the squares. After seeing to our rooms and having dined, we 
took a ramble about the town to see the " lions." The town itself 
stands on the west side of Table Bay, surrounded by mountains, 
the principal ones beyond being Table Mountain and the Lion's 
Eump, from which descended numerous rivulets, which supply the 
town with excellent water. Fronting the sea are vast storenouses, 
originally (I believe) built by the Dutch East India Company, 
which have an imposing appearance from seaward. We visited 
also the public library — which is erected in a square with tall trees 
all round — the botanical gardens, and government domain. What 
struck us as most remarkable, and which must be a great boon to 
the inhabitants, as well as adding much to the beauty of the 
place, was the regular long rows of splendidly grown trees, which 
afforded delightful shade along the footpaths ; and I have since 
frequently thought, what a pity it was that similar umbrageous 
trees had not long ago been planted in Adelaide. Owing to the 
heat, which we found almost insupportable during each day we 
remained, very few Europeans were observable to be stirring about; 
all manual labour appeared to be performed by Hottentots, men 
and women, the latter being employed carrying water in earthen 
vessels on the head, picturesquely clad in clean white garments, 
worn loosely. During our brief stay at the Cape I frequently 

i'oined my two friends, and on one special occasion, having hired 
lorses, we went to Wyneburgh, and enjoyed the ride amazingly. 
The horse I rode, I remember, was a queer-tempered brute, and 
commenced bucking, and playing up all kinds of pranks in front 
of the military barracks, greatly to the amusement of the officers 
and men. After I had masterea him, however, he proved to be an 
excellent hack, rather small, but well bred, as the Cape horses 

fenerally are. Upon returning the animal to the livery-stable 
eeper, he admitted that he was a rnm'un, but that* one of my 
friends had especially selected him for me, knowing his peculiarities, 
and being unable to ride him himself. On the third or fourth day 
of our being on shore, a change took place in the atmosphere about 
midday, and shortly afterwards it began to blow in strong g^ts, as 
the captain had predicted, whereupon we quickly discharged our 
bill at the hotel, and proceeded at once to the lancung-place, where, 
to our amazement, people of different costumes and nationalities 
'^lready arrived, and were scrambling for boats to be put on 
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board their respective ships. By this time oar passengers having 
assembled, we engaged a large l>oat, into which we all got, and for 
which we were clmrged ten shillings per head. The boatmen had 
a hard task, however, as the wind momentarily increased, with a 
heavy head sea, so that before we reached the vessel each of ns 
was more or less soaked. As soon as we were well on board and 
the boatmen had been discharged, the captain lost no time in 
weighing anchor and patting to sea, as it was then almost blowing 
agfue. 

I shonld have mentioned, that the sailor specially referred to as 
being at the wheel of the vessel daring my conflict with the chief 
mate, was taken so seriously ill before we left the Cape that it was 
deemed necessary to remove him to the hospital. The Door fellow's 
fate, however, was eventually a melancholy one. Not long after I 
had joined the mounted pohce • in Adelaide a respectably-dressed 
person one day knocked at my door, and upon my opening it he 
addressed me by name, but as I did not recognize him for the 
moment on account of his costume, he reminded me, saying, 
'* Don't you recollect, sir, the sailor who was at the wheel on board 
the BroAnhcmraoore, when you gave the chief mate a sound thrash- 
ing P I am the man. I was left in hospital at the Cape, but 
soon got better, and then came on here. I am now mate on 
board the Maria schooner, which sails in a few days, bound 
to Hobart Town." I expressed the pleasure I felt at his recovery, 
and wished him every success. Alas, ^oor fellow ! not many 
weeks after this interview the vessel was wrecked near Cajie Jafla, 
and himself, the captain, and all the passengers were murdered by 
the natives on the coast^a detailed account of which 1 will give 
hereafter, as I was one of the principals engaged in punishing the 
murderers. 

We encountered much boisterous, heavy weather daring the 
remainder of the voyage ; and as the winds were generally con- 
trary, our progress was much retarded, and occupied nearly three 
montiis to accomplish. At last, however, we sighted Kangaroo 
Island, and were then led to believe by iiie captain that if the 
wind continued blowing as it was at the time we might reach our 
destination in about twenty-four hours ; but every " may be " has a 
** may not be," and when in the Straits between the island and 
Yorke's Peninsula the wind unfortunately dropped to a calm, and 
so continued for several days. Remembering the old proverb, 
however, that "'tis folly to fret when grief's no comfort," we 
magnanimously put up with the disappointment, trusting a 
VespSramice, 

By this time, as the stock of provisions on board was so re- 
daced, especially the water, a proposal was seriously suggested to 
form a volunteer party to proceed to Adelaide and procure a 
supply. I oflfered to be one of the party, and when about to start 
upon this senseless expedition, a steady breeze set in from the 
south-west, which soon brought the vessel to the anchorage, near 

VOL. I. K 
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where tlie lighthouse is at present. I remember it was an exces- 
sively hot, sultry day, when a boat came off from the shore with 
the late Benjamin G^ermain, the pilot, who took charge of the 
ship. There was also the late John Newman, the agent for the 
vessel; an Adelaide merchant named Garratt; and I have an 
indistinct recollection that Captain Qain, the present harboar- 
master, was likewise of the party. They wore wmte jackets, vests, 
and trowsers, and large cabbage-tree hats. 

My first impression of the appearance of the country was very 
favourable as we sailed up the gulf, the Mount Loft^ range spe- 
cially attracting my attention, being beautifully varied with low 
ground between undulating hills, and well wooded up to their 
summits. 

The pilot having ascertained from our captain the depth of water 
which our ship drew, he decided to proceed to the port at once, as 
there was sufficient water over the bar ; having crossed which, we 
entered a deep channel between extensive shoals, which rendered 
the navigation intricate, as there were no proper beacons then, as 
at present. After rounding a point of low land, which the pilot 
called Snapper Point, the creek was like a broad river, and 
smooth as a mill-pond, forming a complete shelter from all 
quarters. The wind which had hitherto been favourable was now 
adverse, consequently we had to beat up a distance of about six 
miles, where tne port now is, and anchored. Being anxious to 
have a view of the country as we were beatini? up the creek, I 
moonted the rigging and sat astride the mainwd. where I had a 
good prospect. The land extended northward as far as I could 
see, and was perfectly level and well wooded in places, bounded by 
the Mount Lofty range to the eastward, its southern end appa- 
rently terminating on the coast, forming, in fact, a perfect amplii- 
theatre. On each side of the creek the land was low, and skirted 
with thick mangroves. Whilst intently noting the prospect, I 
narrowly escaped an accident which, doubtless, would have dis- 
abled me for life. It was thus : the ship had just been put about, 
and as the sails filled, the heavy ponderous yard across which I 
was sitting swung round, and nearfy caught my knee in the socket 
between the mast. After a lapse of forty years I even shudder at 
the thought. Never shall I forget also the wretched night we 
spent on board in the creek, owing to the myriads of mosquitoes 
which attacked us unsparingly, and as we could not possibly sleep 
for the suffocating heat in the cabin and these pests, my wife 
begged of me to smoke tobacco to drive them awaj ; but altbough 
I willingly complied, the artifice had little effect. The next 
morning we agam weighed anchor, and proceeded up the creek 
about a mile further, to Poi*t Misery, a name which it well deserved. 
Of course, in those days there was no wharf or facility for landing 
passengers, who were each carried on shore on the sailors' backs, 
and their luggage thrown promiscuously on the muddy beach, 
and, unless promptly removed, frequently damaged by the rising 
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tide. Before leaving the ship I arranged with the captain and 
Mr. Newman to retam the next day for onr baggage, which 
they promised wonld be landed, after which, we were conveyed on 
shore as described. I then made inqniries to procnre some kind of 
conveyance to take ns to town, bnt there was none to be had. For- 
tunately, however, I perceived an empty bnllock-dray, which was 
returning to Hindnuursh after delivering a load of bricks, and 
availed myself of it, promising the driver something extra if he 
would take us on to Adelaide, a distance of about eight miles, 
which he agreed to do. Having got into the dray and squatted 
ourselves at the bottom, the team moved on ; the pace was slow, 
certainly, but sure, and in the course of about two nours, exposed 
to a broiling sun the while, we drove down Hindley Street, and 
stopped at the Black Bull, then one of the principal hotels. It 
stood back a considerable distance from the &ont line of the street, 
which space has now been filled up by extensive additions to the 
original building. The landlord's name was Chittleborough, and, 
wiui his wife and daughters, showed us every attention and Idnd- 
ness. 

Considerable improvements since the foundation of the colony 
had already been made in the town, and some of the dwellings 
were really substantial, and well built of limestone and bricks 
The great^ number, however, consisted of wood, brought out from 
England by the emigrants themselves, called ** Manning's houses." 
Others there were, built of pis^ or mud, with shingle roofs. Early 
next morning T returned for our luggage, which, according to 
promise, had been safelv landed, and thence had it removed to 
Adelaide, and temporarily placed in a store until I had engaged 
some kind of habitation. This, however, was not an easy matter, 
as houses to let were very scarce. After repeated researches and 
inquiries, however, I ascertained there were two rooms to be had 
in a brick cottage somewhere near Hindley Street, which I at once 
engaged at 258. per week. The rooms were small, unceiled, and 
with brick floors ; still I thought myself lucky in having secured 
them. The cottage contained a third room, wmch was tenanted by 
two young men, named Bennett and Platts ; old colonists will re- 
member tnem both. Poor George Bennett was a teacher of music. 
He was an excellent pianist, aud invariably took part at all con- 
vivial parties and entertainments, held either at the Freemasons* 
Tavern or Queen s Theatre. I especially remember, in the earlier 
part of February 1841, a comedy or farce called the ** Heir at Law," 
followed by ttie " Merry Monarch," being performed at the theatre, 
for some charitable purpose, by amateurs, in the acting of which, 
George Hamilton and the late Charley Campbell took part, 
assisted by Mrs. Cameron and Miss Lazaar, and Messrs. Lazaar 
and Lewis, who were then professionals. Charles Campbell's 
amusing song was actually drowned by the vociferous laughter. 
The folfowing prologue, written by the late Mr. Charles Mann for 
the occasion, was spoken by Mr. George Hamilton : — 

K 2 
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In good Qneen Bess's days, ns legends tell, 
England from every nation bore the bell. 
Sage in her coancils, foremost in the fight, 
. The haughty Spaniard qnail'd before her might. 
O'er the Pacific's wave of liquid gold, 
Fall of the breeze the Red Cross banner roU'd ; 
And where the storm-tost billows fret and foam 
On Albion's cliffs, her navies fonud a home. 
Noble and peasant haiPd the festive hoar. 
And iron manhood bent to woman's power ; 
Valoar and beaaty graced the generous scene 
And lent a glory to the Tador qaeen. 
'Twas then the drama rose, and Shakespeare's name 
Hallow'd the age with an immortal's fame ; 
Each passion language foand ; and humorous thought 
And sparkling wit their ready tribute brought ; 
With sceptred pomp the tragic muse swept by, 
And mirth and laughter crown'd our comedy. 
That age has past, but still its works remain 
To grace the triumphs of Victoria's reign. 
Our ships and sailors still are hearts of oak ; 
Still the vex'd ocean bears Britannia's yoke ; 
Still our soldiers foremost in the war — 
Witness Barrossa — witness Trafalgar — 
Our Nelson's glorious death, and Douro's ducal star. 
Has beauty lost its powers ? Nay, sceptic, gaze. 
If gaze thou canst, on yonder living blaze. 
Be like the eagle, face that sunny ray, — 
Or, with the Persian, bend and own its sway. 
No sceptics we ; dear woman's power we own, 
And willinig^ captives bend before her throne ; 
Suppliants for favour in the drama's cause. 
That cause is yours. By him whose magic art 
Pierced to the utmost depths of woman's heart. 
And in each character his pencil drew 
Still kept to woman and to Nature true — 
By Shakespeare's honoui*'d name we call on you ! 
Add to your triumphs still one triumph more. 
And rear the drama on Australia's shore ! 

On the same occasion I played a solo on the violin on the stage, 
accompanied by Bennett. As well as I can remember, it was *3ie 
Grand Triumphal March in " Masaniello." Platts afterwards esta- 
blished a library and kept a bookseller's shop, first in Hindley Street, 
and subsequently at what is now called Howell's Comer. We 
were under great obligation to these people, for they vied with each 
other in assisting us — one insistiug upon lighting the fire, sweep- 
ing the rooms, &c., whilst the other went forth to procure us the 
necessaries we required, such as bread, meat, tea, sugar, &c. Alas ! 
all these, except Hamilton and myself, have passed away ! As we 
did not bring any bedsteads with us, except a sofa and an old arm- 
chair, we were compelled for a time to sleep on iJie fioor; but 
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although we failed to possess these commoditieR, we could boast of 
having brave hearts, prepared to meet any emergency. No one 
can form the least idea of the many hardships and inconveniences 
which early colonists had to endnre. 

I lost no time after we had removed into onr new home to call 
at Government Honse and present my letter of introduction from 
Colonel Brotherton to his Excellency the Grovernor, Colonel 
Crawler. He received me very cordiaUy, and asked numerous ques- 
tions relative to his old and much-esteemed friend my late com- 
manding officer, and then said he was pleased to find by his letter 
that he spoke of me in such flattering terms, eulogizing my conduct 
and the proficiency I had attained as a cavalry instructor. His 
Excellency then explained that a Mr. Inman was at the head of 
the police as superintendent, with one inspector in the mounted 
police and one inspector and sub-inspector in the foot ; but that 
both departments were totally undisciplined, and that he would 
consequently gladly avail himself of my services to organize the 
mounted force. I then thanked him for his kindness and considera- 
tion, and hastened to communicate the happy intelligence to my 
wife. I next went to the Bank of South Australia and presented 
my bill of exchange, made payable at sight for 100^., upon which I 
drew on account sufficient for our immediate wants, and then went 
to a store and purchased a couple of bedsteads, a table, a few 
chairs, and other articles absolutely necessary. When they were 
delivered, I hung the two valuable family pictures we brought with 
us, painted in oil by Drummond ; and having placed my wife's 
double-action harp in one comer of the room, it had quite an 
appearance of refinement and comfort ! Ultimately, in accordance 
with his Excellency's promise, I was duly gazetted, on the 19th 
February, 1840, as sub-inspector of mounted police. 

Before the Branhanmoore sailed for Port Pnilip, Captain Smith 
called to congratulate me upon my appointment, and dined with us, 
and over our wine we diunt each other's health and prosperity, and 
mutually agreed to let bygones be bygones. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Unexpected cold reception — Honesty the best policy — The colonial secre- 
tary in trouble — Board of Police Commissioners dissolved — Manor 
O'Ualloran appointed commissioner of police— Author promoted — The 
Volnnteer Militia Regulations — The old gaol — Execution of Hughes, 
Curran, and Fox — First execution — State of crime in 1840 — Escaped 
convicts — Cattle stealers — Mode of disposing of the hides — An unsuc- 
cessful capture — A black-face robbery — Capture of robbers — ^An awftil 
death — Her Majesty's birthday celebrated — Inspection of the Yolun- 
teer cavalry and mounted police by his Excellency Colonel Gawler 
— ^An enterprising colonist in South Australia — ^The first arriTul of 
Overlanders — A rapacious publican. 

At the outset of this chapter I would refer tlie reader to tlie occasion 
when, wounded in the breast by a mnsket-ball, I was retiring from 
the battlefield at Lisbon, on the 10th October, 1833, 1 met a young 
Englishman named Inman, who stopped and questioned me respect- 
ing my wound, and as to where he could find the Lancers, which 
regiment he was going to join as a cadet ; and that, as I said, although 
I rejoined my regiment at Cartaxo two months afterwards, and 
was in many engagements with the enemy before the termination 
of the war, I never saw him again until my arrival in Adelaide, 
where I found him occupying the position of superintendent of 
police. 

Upon being appointed sub-inspector of mounted police, I forth- 
with went to Mr. Inman's residence to receive instructions, and 
there and then availed myself of the opportunity to remind 
him of the occasion referred to, when we last met ; but to my sur- 
prise he received me coldly, and manifested no concern or interest 
at the singular coincidence, but seemed rather to avoid speaking 
about it and of the subsequent numerous exciting events which 
transpired during that prolonged war. I further explained to him, 
that after my return to England from Portugal I entered the 
British army in Maidstone, and acquired considerable expe- 
rience in teaching horsemanship and the use of arms; but he 
pooh-poohed such attainments, and said that bush-riding was only 
required to ensure effectiveness in the mounted police. Subse- 
quently, T had an interview with his Excellency the governor, and 
communicated Mr. Inman's views on the subject of drill, which 
surprised him not a little. He quickly exploded that theory, how- 
ever, by commanding me to spare no pains in drilling the men, in 
which Mr. Inman and Sub-Inspector Edwards were ordered, I 
presume, to join the squads daily, to be instructed like the rest in 
the various drills, of which they were utterly ignorant. 

Actuated by the recollections of the dangers of the battlefield 
and hardships of a campaign to which myself and Mr. Turn an had 
been exposed, I naturally experienced the feeling of brotherhood 
which is ever instilled in the breasts of men under similar circum- 
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stances ; but such sensibility evidently was not reciprocated ; on 
the contrary, he at once manifested a marked dislike towards me, 
which he entertained nntil his dismissal, which followed shortly 
afterwards, the particulars of which are thus recorded in the 
South Auatralicm Register of the 23rd May, 1840, viz. : — 

"DISMISSAL OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE. 

*The governor has dismissed Mr. Inman from the office of super- 
intendent of police. It is with sincere reluctance, on many accounts, 
that we refer to the particulars of this unfortunate affair ; but the 
causes which have led to the dismissal of an officer holding a 
situation so important as that of superintendent of police cannot, 
in justice alike to his Excellency and the public, be concealed* The 
facts of the case are briefly these : Early in the present year Mr. 
Inman was directed to order for the police force thirty tons of hay. 
Mr. Inman did so accordingly from Mr. John Baker, merchant, 
who supplied the quantity required at the rate of 101. per ton, and 
who has since been paid 300Z., the proper market-price of the 
article. In April last an account, in the name of, and signed by, 
Mr. John Allan, merchant, was transmitted for approval to the 
colonial secretary, for the identical hay ordered by Mr. Inman 
from Mr. Baker. The amount of this claim was 472L 10»., being at 
the rate of 15Z. 15«. per ton, and 172L 108. more than the actiial 
price. It was formally certified by Mr. Inman to be correct. 
Comments are unnecessary ; the most lenient course his Excellencv 
could pursue towards Mr. Inman was dismissal from office. With 
regard to this transaction, impressions unfavourable to Mr. John 
Baker were current at the time, which were unwarranted. Mr. 
Baker's conduct throughout the unfortunate affair was strictly 
honourable. That gentleman was in no shape or degree mixed up 
either with Mr. Inman or Mr. Allan in the business. On the con- 
trary, it was Mr. Baker himself who brought the facts of the case 
under the notice of the Government in the most faithful and credit- 
able manner." 

When I was first appointed to the police the whole force was 
under the control of a Board of Police Commissioners, the colonial 
secretary (Mr. Robert Gouger) being at the head, and to him it 
was my duty to report every morning at ten o'clock at his office, 
which was in a small building on North Terrace, where the present 
Houses of Parliament are now erected. I vividly remember jjro- 
ceeding thither with the morning state as usual, and remaining 
in the anteroom, as some one was with the colonial secretary. 
After waiting some time, I heard loud voices as if in altercation, 
followed by a cry for help, whereupon I rushed into the room, and 
discovered Dr. Litchfield (surgeon to the hospital) in the act of 
assaulting Mr. Gouger with a horsewhip. Mr. Gouger at once 
formally gave him in charge to me ; but what the upshot of the 
affair was I do not at present remember, and although it caused 
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great oommotiaii at the time ; hamig cazefoS^ fmamed ihe news- 
{M4)er8 of the dar, I hare not been aUe to md a reeofd of the 
cbenmstonoe. Thda, however, I do know, that Mr. Gonger waa 
aenonslj ill for some time afterwaids, and returned to England. 

Conseqaent npon ihe dismissal of Mr. Inman and the retirement 
of Mr. Edwards, a change in the sjstem as respeetM the gorem- 
ment of ihe poHoe force was determined upon, bj ihe Goremment, 
it beinf considered desirable that the office of superintendent 
should be 'aboHflhed, that the mounted and foot pdbce should be 
regarded as distinct forces, and each of ihem entrasted to the com- 
mand of a separate inspector ; that one permanent commissioner 
of police should be af^iointed to exercise a general ooatnA. over the 
wnMe force. To him both the inspectors were to be required to 
report, and through him thej would receiTe, when necewaiy, ihe 
instmetions and commands id ihe goremor. In addition to the 
duties discharged bj the cdonial secretary and Board of Police 
Commissioners, ihe permanent commissioner was to sit dailj as a 
macpstrate, and also for the transaction of all business connected 
with the police force in which one justice of the peace was 
empowered to act. 

Accordinglj, earlj subsequent GoTemment ChizeUes announced 
the foUowing alterations, promotion, and appdntments, tie. :— 

'^The BoQud of Police Commissioners is dissolTed; Major 
0*Halloran is appointed Commissioner of Police; the ot^oe of 
Superintendent ol PoHoe will be dispensed with until further 
notice ; Inspector Stuart will hare the command of the Metropo- 
litan and Port P(^ice. 

** The following promotions have taken place in the department: — 

*^ Sub-Inspector Tolmer to be Inspector of Mounted and Rural 
Police ; Mr. John Mainwaring to be pro tempore Sub-Inspector of 
Mounted and Rural Police, in the place of Mr. John Edwards." 

THE VOLUNTEER MILITIA. 

The following Groremment notice appears in the GuzeUe of the 
20th February, 1840 :— 

*^ The GoYemor has long been of ofMnion that the peace, pros- 
perity, and good understanding of the proTince would be adranced 
and maintained br the formation of a Corns of Volunteer MiKHa, 
His Excellency, however, has delayed hitnerto to propose to the 
colonists a measure of this kind, from unwillingness to take them 
in any degree from those laborious and absorbing occupations 
which shoald characterize the settlers of a new country. 

^ At length the commisdoners having forwarded to him a large 
supply of small armi?, and having announced their intention of 
sending oat some pieces of light and heary ordnance, the Governor 
conceives that it is proper to make a commencement. 

^ His Excellency is therefore desirous of receiving the names of 
'olonists between eighteen and forty years of age, and in good 
^ who will engage in this service. 
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" The force will be divided into — 

^Cavalry, light infantry (inclnding riflemen), and ^enadiers. 
And when the li^ht and heavy ordnance are received from 
"^ rland, there wiU be added to it, corps of horse and foot 




. '* Every volunteer on making his application, mnst state whether 
he wishes to belong to the cavalry, grenadiers, or l^ht infantry. 
For this purpose lists will be opened on and after Tuesday next, 
the 3rd March, at the colonial secretary's, private secretary's, 
and police offices. 

^' Settlers pit a distance from Adelaide may send their names for 
the formation of rural troops, or companies of cavalry or infantry, 
or of any convenient portion of such troops or companies for their 
respective neighbourhoods. 

" The following are the general system and arrangements of the 
Volunteer Militia proposed to be confirmed by act of Council : — 

" Its services will be strictly local, except in cases of extraordinary 
emergency under an order in Council. 

" Every officer and man must bear the expense of his own arms, 
accoutrements, uniform, and horse. 

" The uniform to be of an economical description, consisting of a 
forage cap, jacket, and ordinary trousers, of patterns and colours 
hereafter to be determined. > 

" The arms sent out by the commissioners will be disposed of as 
follows : — 

•* TTie price charged by the Colonial Government will be fixed at a 
sufficiently high standard, to prevent the possibility of unprincipled 
persous making a trade in those arms to their own advantage. 

" The Volunteer Militia men, on receiving their arms from the 
Grovemment, will pay down the cost price, including freight and 
other expenses, viz. : — 11, 10». for a fusil and bayonet complete. 

" In the event of a set of arms not being procured when required by 
a proper order, or not being returned to the Government when any 
man shall desire to leave the corps, the whole fixed price of it shall 
be chargeable to the individual accountable for them. 

"Every man giving up his arms on leaving the corps, shall be 
entitled to receive back any money he may have lodgea for them, 
the amount of damages they may have incurred, Atherwise than by 
fair ordinary wear and tear in the public service, being deducted. 

" After two years' service, every volunteer shall be entitled to 
rptain, as his own property, the arms he has been using, at the 
cost price. 

"Persons in Adelaide possessing good rifles, or in the rural 
districts either muskets or rifles in serviceable order, may be 
received into the Volunteer Militia as light infantry, without being 
required to supply themselves with musketS from the Government 
stores. 

" Every man's arms shall be kept continually in propar repair 
and order at his own expense. 
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"Except in cases of extraordinary emereencj and under an 
order in Conndl, any officer or man may leave the service on 
giving one month's respectful notice of his desire. 

" ifor the first three months after the force shall be formed, every 
officer and man shall attend drill instruction at the place or places 
appointed, at least one full hour a day for three days in each week, 
except in cases of unavoidable absence, or in the event of being 
declared proficient. 

** After the force shall have been well instructed, it shall assemble 
at stated periods for general exercise, and when called out on 
particular occasions for the public service. The hoorB lor ii»tmc- 
tion, and places of assembly, will be chosen with all reasonable 
regard to tne convenience of the colonists as regards their ordinary 
business* 

" As it would be f utile and discreditable to establish a militaij 
body in name without affording sufficient power for maintaining it 
in dne order and efficiency, moderate fines and penalties will also 
be imposed by the act of Council, to insure due attendance at 
parades and necessary regularity of conduct. 
** Colonel-in-Chief , the Governor. 
" Major Commandant, Captain O'Halloran." 
Government Gazette, 12th March, 1840. 
The Militia. The following appointments are announced : — 
Henry Nixon, Esq., to be Capt. and Major of Brigade. 
Charles Berkeley, Esq., Capt. of Cavalry. 
Robert Ferguson, Esq., do. do. 

Henry Bodolph Wigley, Esq., Lieut, of Cavalry. 
Edward Rowlands, Esq., do. do. 

Andrew Berry, Esq., Cornet do. 

B. T. Finniss, Esq., Capt. of Light Infantry. 
J. W. Holmes, Esq., Lieut. do. 

F. Mcpherson, Esq., do. do. 

Alfred Hardy, Esq., 2nd Lieut, do. 
Alex. Tolmer, Adjutant of Cavalry 7 with the rank 

C. W. Litchfield, do. Infantry ) of Capt. 
Samuel Alexander, Esq. to be Lieut, of Cavalry. 
J. U. Gleeson, Esq., do. do. 

E. C. Gwyiine, Esq., Comet do. t 

John Knot, Esq., Surgeon do. 

James G. Nash, Esq., Surgeon, Infantry. 
Pending the erection and completion of the mounted police 
barracks, in which I was to be provided with quarters, I removed 
my residence to North Adelaide, and engaged a small brick cottage 
of three rooms, situate in a bye-street leading into Kermode Street. 
The adjoining tenement was occupied by Mr. Bernard Shaw, sub- 
inspector of metropolitan police, and his wife ; like ourselves, they 
kept no servant. 

One evening (April 24th) Mrs. Shaw had tea with us, after 
which I took a stroll into town, called at the foot police station, 
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North Terrace, and had a chat with Mr. James Stewart and Shaw, 
before retoming home. The Shaws occupied the first house, and 
as I passed their door to reach my own I observed smoke issuing 
from under it. I at once opened the door, and finding the room 
filled with smoke, called loudly for Mrs. Shaw, but receiving no 
reply I opened her bedroom door, but such was the suffocating 
nature of the smoke that I was compelled to rush into the air to 
recover myself. I then gave the alarm of fire, and was quickly 
joined by neighbours. I next renewed my calls to Mrs. Shaw, and 
still getting no response I re-entered the room, but was again 
driven back by the dense smoke, I succeeded however on a third 
trial by crawlmg on my hands and knees under the smoke, and 
after groping about the room for some minutes, discovered her 
lying on the floor in a comer, in a state of perfect nudity. I im- 
mediately seized the body, and with it rushed out into the street, and 
then laid it on our own bed next door, and at once despatched a 
messenger to Dr. Charles Daviesforhis immediate attendance. On 
his arrival however, he pronounced life extinct, although he tried 
every means to restore her. In the meantime, several persons and 
myself once more entered the room, which by that time was partially 
cleared of smoke, and found that the mattress, whick was stuffed 
with seaweed, was on fire but only smouldering, and hence the dense 
suffocating smoke which caused the poor creature's awful death. 
The melancholy event was rendered doubly grievous, as she was 
(mceihte. The following morning upon examining the room, deep 
marks were found in the walls, which she had made with her fingers, 
apparently in endeavouring to find the door to escape. 

I*oor Shaw was terribly grieved about the sad affair, and I have 
reason to believe it greatly influenced his after-life ; he became reck- 
less, irregular, and mtemperate in his habits, and lost hia appoint- 
ment in consequence. He afterwards joined the mounted pouce as 
constable, and in time rose to be corporal, and in that capacity 
accompanied me on various expeditions, many attended with 
much danger, on which occasions he rendered me great service by 
his undaunted courage. His besetting sin, however, eventually 
completely ruined him. He married again some years after the 
deatn of bis first wife, and the last I heard of him was that he had 
some kind of employment at the Wallaroo mines, whilst his wife 
kept a school in the township. 

Durinjf the brief time Mr. Inman was connected with the police 
department, he certainly had succeeded in obtaining some splendid 
horses, brought overland from Sydney by Mr. Hawdon. I believe 
they were originally bred by Messrs. Boyd Brothers, and cost the 
government fabulous prices ; as much as 1201 was paid for one of 
them. Mr Inman kept two for his own special riding. One was a 
small black animal without a single white mark, called " Bucksfoot." 
He had the criteria of a thorough racehorse, having the greatest 
possible quantity of bone, muscle, and sinew in the most condensed 
form; he was small, not much over fourteen hands, with small head 
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and ears, large prominent ejes, and with snch a small muzzle that 
he conld drinjc ont of a pannikin ; he was, however, veij objection- 
able on account of his hot, fiery, and impetnons temper; and when 
mounted, if the scabbard touched his hock his mettle would be im- 
mediately roused, and away he would bolt, and keep up for miles. 
I rode this extraordinary horse for sereral years, and performed some 
incredible journeys on him, and at last, by particular request, I gave 
him to Sergeant-Major Alford, who rode him for two or three years, 
but was eventually obliged to give up riding him, by order of his 
medical adviser, it being considered injurious to his health. This 
wonderful animal was subsequently condemned, and sold by auction 
as unfit for the public service, on account of his forelegs, which had 
become completely callous. He became the property of a miner at 
Mount Barker, who afterwards entered him at all the local race 
meetings, and generally came off victorious, consequently he must 
have won a considerable amount of money for the owner, who only 
gave 12/ for him at the sale. 

The other horse Mr. Inman rode, GreyCharKe, was also a mag- 
nificent horse; he was between fifteen and sixteen hands high, and 
very if^ll bred. There were many others almost equally good, 
one especially a favourite of his Excellency Colonel Crawler, 
who frequently rode him ; he was perfectly white, and called 
"JingW' 

All the police horses had since the formation of the mounted 
police been kept by the late Mr. James Chambers, who had livery- 
stables somewhere in or near Carrie Street, and no doubt made a 
profitable thing of it. About the beginning of March, however, the 
new police barracks and stables were reported ready for occupation, 
and as soon as proper bedding, bedsteads, and other indispensable 
necessaries, were procured, the police troopers, who had been 
quartered here ana there in different public-houses and private 
lodgings, were ordered to remove to barracks ; the horses also were 
taken to the barrack stables, and a system of strict discipline was 
at once enforced and maintained, which it is needless to particu- 
larize. 

The barracks consisted of two wings, each containing three small 
rooms, one of which was set apart as a guard-room, cook-house, and 
mess-room, three as sleeping apartments, and the other two in the 
west wing being especially made over to my own use. The whole 
structure was built of pis6, with paling roofs. The stables extended 
from wing to wing and were built of broad palings, and afforded 
accommodation for about twenty horses, with loft above for hay. 
Fronting the stables a paling fence extended right across the yam, 
with a wide gate in the centre, the whole forming a square. Sub- 
vequently a small brick room was added to the weslem wing, which 

'u used as an office. 
ifter removal from North Adelaide to my quarters, I found 
vooms very inconvenient and inadequate for my family, and 
i««9d at my own expense to put up a verandah and a small 
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broad-paling kitchen and servant's room, also a one-roomed 
Manning's honse for my sister-in-law's bedroom, the whole 
(abont a qnarter of an acre of land) being enclosed with a paling 
fence, which I afterwards planted with a few ornamental shrubs 
and flowers. The present police barracks occnpy the same site. 
Looking west from my front door, abont two chains distant, were 
the sappers and miners' barracks, in which Captain Frome, the 
snrveyor-general, and his family, occupied qnarters. In front of 
the same was a miniatnre fort with a few ship's guns, their 
mnzzles peeping out of the embrasures. 

Adjoining the sappers and miners' barracks was the native 
location, nnder the control of Dr. Moorhonse, the protector of 
aborigines. At this establishment native children were tanght to 
read and write, and the girls to sew, nnder the superintendence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Boss. A short distance from the latter stood the 
ffaol, which consisted only of a small stone building, and another 
built of wood, the whole enclosed by a paling fence. In these in- 
secure buildings murderers and the very worst characters were 
incarcerated under the charge of the late Mr. Ashton, the governor, 
assisted by a limited number of guards. Mr. Ashton himself 
lived in a small pis^ hovel on the banks of the Torrens, near the 
foot-bridge to North Adelaide, consequently the guards became 
lax in their duties, and escapes by prisoners were not unfrequent ; 
and it often happened that an alarm would be raised in the middle 
of the night of an attempt being made by the prisoners to break 
out, which of course entailed extra work upon the police and 
created much dissatisfaction. The Government, however, being 
aware of the state of things, proposed in good sense to erect a 
proper building for a gaol to cover two acres of ground, which 
was shortly afterwards commenced, at a cost of 18,0002., the con- 
tractors being Messrs. Borrow and Goodiar. 

It was in this old gaol that George Hughes, Henry Curran, and 
James Fox were executed. 

After the trial and conviction of these ruffians they were put in 
heavy irons. One night the guards had reason to believe, on 
account of their turbulent conduct, that they meditated an out- 
break, whereupon applicatiou was made to me for assistance, which 
I immediately rendered, and proceeded thither myself, and upon 
examining their irons the rivets were found cut ; these were soon 
made secure, however, and leaving a couple of police troopers, to 
aid the turnkeys if required, I returned to the barracks. In 
consequence of the above attempt representations were made to 
the Government by the governor of the gaol, suggesting that 
Hughes, Curran, and Fox should be removed for safety to the 
police barracks and placed under my charge. This request was 
complied with, and the prisoners were removed accordingly, and 
confined in a room next the ^ard-room, the windows of which 
had been made more secure with iron bars. I was instructed to 
visit the prisoners at unstated hours during the night, and inspect 
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their irons. Upon one of these visits I entered the room in which 
the prisoners were contmed. They were lying in a row on the floor 
covered with blankets. Sergeant Alford that night was on duty, 
and reclining on a mattress placed on the table in the same room, 
with a loaded pistol bv his side. As I entered I said, ** Is everything 
all right, sergeant? to which he replied in the affirmitive. I 
then ordered the convicts to sit np and exhibit their shackles, 
which I examined, and to all appearance they had not been tampered 
with. I then returned to my bed, but soon afterwards was 
aroased by hearing an uproar in the prisoners' room, and quickly 
proceeded thither, when the sergeant made the following expla- 
nation, i.e. for some considerable time before I made mv visit and 
examined the irons of the prisoners he had heard a slight noise as 
if rivets were being filed, but being uncertain he thought it ex- 
pedient to watch a little longer before giving the alarm, hence his 
report that, everything was all right. On examining the rivets 
they were nearly cut through, except those of the prisoner Fox. 
Heavier irons were then procured from the gaol, and securely 
riveted by a blacksmith. It was found that the instruments used 
to cut the rivets were watch-springs, which in the working hardly 
make the least perceptible sound. The prisoners had been per- 
mitted to receive small quantities of tobacco from their friends, 
and it is supposed that tnese springs must have been cunningly 
secreted in tne figs of tobacco. Indeed there was a general rumour 
current at the time that an attempt would be made by tiersmen to 
rescue them on the day of execution. 

On the morning of the execution, 16th March, 1840, three 
coffins were brought, and placed in one of the barrack-rooms ; but 
before the hour fixed upon for carrying out the extreme penalty of 
the law (8 a.m.) the convict Fox was reprieved, and the sentence 
of death commuted to transportation for life. He was subsequently 
sent to Sydney. 

Since tneir condemnation the conduct of the two men had been 
anything but what would be expected from persons conscious of 
the awful fate which was awaiting them. They ate, drank, 
smoked, and slept quite unconcernedly ; nor did the sight of the 
scaffold, and the multitude assembled to witness them receive the 
reward of their crimes seem to have much effect. In one of them 
at least — Hughes — his conduct to the last moment evinced a most 
perfect indifference to his fate and to everything. He seemed 
actually to have gone beyond the line of demarcation which sub- 
sists between the human and the brute creation. Whilst they 
were pinioning him he begged of me to let him have a whiff of a 
pipe. Not thinking any harm in granting him this slight in- 
dulgence, I told one of the constables to fill him a pipe of tobacco, 
with which, immediately upon its being lit and placed in his 
mouth, he rushed outside and ran up the scaffold, to my utter horror 
and astonishment. I was severely censured by the public press at 
the time for permitting such a revolting exhibition; but I was 
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perfeetlj helpless tmder the circnmstances, and conscqneiitly the 
blame was imineTited. On the scaffold he was attended by the 
BeF. Mr. Stow, who used his every endeavonr to bring the nn- 
fortunate wretch to a sense of his situation, but apparently 
without effect. When the executioner approached to pat the fatal 
noose round his neck, he rushed on him and would have struck 
him had not his arms been pinioned behind. Several times the 
executioner attempted to get the rope round his neck, but Hughes 
kicked, and the executioner was obliged to get two men to hold 
him. When the noose was got round his neck, and the cap drawn 
over his &oe, he then stood quiet, being either stupefied or finding 
that it was of no use to resist. 

The conduct of the other prisoner, Gurran, on the scaffold was 
quite different. He appearea penitent, and resigned to his fate. 
The last words he said were that he hoped his end would be a 
warning to others, and appealed to Hugnes to be quiet and die 
like a man. 

Both the criminals were Irishmen. Gurran was a B^man 
Gatholic, and was attended, while in prison and on the scaffold, by 
Mr. Phillips. The Bev. Mr. Howara and the Bev. Mr. Stow were 
also unremitting in their attendance on Hughes ; but their exer- 
tions appeared to have no effect on him ; indeed, such a hardened 
wretch as he was has seldom been brought to the gallows. Even at 
the last moment, when the bolt was withdrawn and the scaffold 
trap fell, he made a desperate spring, caught the side opening with 
one of his feet, and whilst in tnat position the Bev. Mr. Howard 
went forward and kicked his foot off. 

However abhorrent such scenes may be to humanity, it was 
absolutely necessary that the hardened villains who escaped from 
punishment in the neighbouring colonies should be taught that 
they had no triflers to deal with here — ^that there was a determina- 
tion on the part of the Government to protect to the utmost the 
lives and properties of its constituents. The taking away of human 
life is always, to say the least of it, repugnant ; but when the lives 
and properties of hundreds of settlers were put in opposition to the 
lives of two or three hardened and determined bandits, it was not 
only just, but absolutely necessary, that strong measures were 
resorted to, to show that in South Australia the laws which bind 
society together would not be trampled on with impunity, nor the 
lives of Sie colonists placed in jeopardy, more than in other 
countries. These men were clearly convicted of a cold-blooded 
attempt to murder a helpless female, besides committing a most 
outrageous robbery in the house of a settler while he and his 
family were placed under an armed guard. . 

After the bodies had been hanging for the usual time prescribed 
by law, they were cut down, and subsequently buried in the gaol yard. 

The rumoured intended attempt at rescue by the friends and 
sympathizers of the convicts, proved entirely idle. On the con- 
trary, not the least disorder or indecorum was manifest amongst the 
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axRemblage to witness the executioo, who were loud in expressing 
their feelings of disgust and abhorrence at the scene enacted on the 
scaffold. I was, however, quite prepared for any emergency, and 
placed my men in position. 

About the month of January, 1880, a letter appeared in the 
Beffigter, headed '* Colonial Eeminiscences ; Bush-ranging Stamped 
Out ;" written by the late John Bond Phipson, awarding the merit of 
capturing Hughes, Curran, Fox, and Pye to myself and Sergeant- 
Major Alford ; which letter however, was quickly followed by 
another published in the same paper, declaring that Mr. Superin- 
tendent Inman was the officer who really effected their capture. 
But in truth, neither Mr. Inman, Alford, nor myself is entitled to 
the credit, as the arrest of these desperate villains was originally 
effected throiu^h the exertions of private individuals. This is 
clearly proved by the writer of a letter published in the SotUh 
Australian Register, of the 29th February, 1840. 

The execution of the foregoing victims was the second instance 
upon which it was deemed necessary to inflict capital punishment 
in this colony. The first who suffered the extreme penalty of the 
law was an Irishman of the lowest class, named Magee. The horrid 
scene is thus described by an eye witness : — 

** Magee was an Irish CathoHc, about 24 years of age, and had 
been found guilty, on the clearest evidence, of forcibly entering the 
sitting-room of Mr. Samuel Smart, the sheriff of the colony, and 
maliciously shooting at him with an intent to kill, &c, ; he failed 
in his object, the ball having merely grazed Mr. Smart's ear, and 
done him providentially no further injury than a few gonpowder 
marks on his left cheek. 

" I must do the good people of Adelaide the justice to say, that 
in their hearts they lamented the necessity of such an awfiil and 
severe example. 

" Execution was ordered to be done on the body of Michael Magee 
on Wednesday, the 2nd May, six days only from passing sentence. 
In the absence of any clergyman of the Somish Church, the con- 
vict made application to be allowed the attendance of a respectable 
tradesman of that persuasion occasionally while he was in gaol ; 
and, as he was thought not ill adapted to afford Magee the usual 
consolation of reli^on, the authorities immediately complied with 
his request. But it was not so easy a matter to find an executioner 
as it was a priest, and to the honour of Adelaide be it spoken, this 
difficulty became every hour of a more serious and pressing urgency. 
* Who was to be Jack Ketch P * was the first question in the morn- 
ing, and the last at night. Five pounds were offered, and then ten, so 
the report spread ; but it was all in vain, for though sensible of the 
Ixmefits that would accrue to society by the extreme example that 
was going to bo made, yet no man would accept the proffered 
reward, and they one and all spumed, with an honest and virtuous 
indignation, any amount of remuneration which could possibly be 
" ^d for the detestable office. This difficulty of course, as Wed- 
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nesday approached, was getting greater and greater. Wliat was 
to be done P One suggested that it oneht to have been made a 
condition in commating the sentence of Magee's companion in 
crime, one Morgan, that he should act as executioner ; whilst some 
suggested this plan, and some the other. At all events, it was 
agreed on all hands that it would not be seemly or decorous for the 
sheriff himself to perform the melancholy office, because he it was 
who had been fired at, and to atone for which it was that an exe- 
cutioner was required. Of course these were merely rumours, but 
it will probably never be known who the individual was who handed 
the first capital convict in South Australia. Wednesday mormng 
had now arrived, and nearly the whole population of the colony 
was on the move b^ an early hour. At least a thousand persons, 
one half of them ^males, were seen hastening to a wide-spreading 
gum-tree on the north bank of the little brook that gurgles in the 
ravine, 'yclept the Torrens, and close to the iron stores of the 
Colonization Commissioners, to see the ceremony. It was the only 
suitable tree on government land adjacent to the town, and was 
selected as being furnished with a large projecting horizontal bough, 
that will long be remembered on the leit hand of the public road 
from the port to the town. At nine o'clock the procession 
was discovered coming through the trees: there were about 
ten of the newly-mounted police, besides the sixteen marines 
forming the whole military force of the colony; and then 
followed a common cart drawn by two horses, one before the 
other, in which was seated the culprit, on a common deal coffin, 
with his arms loosely tied behind lum. With him was seated on 
.the coffin a man in a horrid mask, grotesqueljr daubed beneath the 
eyes with white paint, having one hump on his back, and another 
on his breast ; and so frightfully disfigured, that he seemed like an 
imp of Erebus ready for nis prey, whue all the spectators seemed 
to feel a thriU of horror creeping through their veins. It was a 
moment of the most intense and exciting interest; many wished 
they had not come ; and as the procession advanced, the well-known 
service for the burial of the dead was heard from the mouth of that 
excellent man, the Bev. Mr. Howard, the colonial chaplain, bringing 
up the rear : * I am the resurrection and the^lif e ;' and all hats were 
instinctively off in a instant on hearing the solemn sounds. The 
police on horseback, with their drawn cutlasses, and the detach- 
ment of marines with fixed bayonets, now drew in along with 
the cart to a temporary enclosure something like a sheep-pen, 
underneath the tree, surrounding the prisoner, while the hempen 
noose was dangling from the bough on which the law had destined 
him to die. !ms nerve was truly astonishing ; he behaved with a 
fortitude and coolness deserving a better late, and appeared the 
only person unflurried in the crowd. Whilst the last finisher of 
the law was busied in adjusting the rope, and fi;reasing it up and 
down with his filtiiy fist, Magee addressed the Sheriff and the 
assembled multitude in a firm and audible voice, confessing the 

VOL. I. L 
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crime of which the jury had found him guilty, and admitting the 
justice of his sentence for which he was abont to snffer ; bnt adding 
that the evidence which had been so indostrionslj sought out against 
him and brought forward at the trial, attempting to prove that he 
was a runaway convict from the other cmonies, was as false as 
God was true. As soon as the cap had been drawn over his &ce, 
and the prayers were concluded, a motion was made that all was 
ready, and with a whip or two of the leading horse the cart was 
drawn away, and many shut their eyes whilst the poor sufferer was 
launched into eternity. But here commenced one of the most 
frightful and appalling sights that ever, perhaps, will be again 
witnessed in the colony, ^e noose had been so badly managed 
that the knot came right under the chin instead of the ear of the 
dying man ; and, as the cart was very slowly drawn from under 
him, he did not fall, but mere slid grabdually off; and there he was 
hanging in the air, uttering the most excruciating cries, ' Oh, God ! 
oh, Chnst ! save me ! ' an^ to make it worse, he had been so badly 
pinioned that he got both his hands up to the rope above his head 
to prevent his choking, and to ease the strain upon his neck. What 
was to be done P Jack Ketch was gone ; where was he P He had 
been seen to gallop off, amidst the hootings of the people, on a 
horse that had been previously provided for flie purpose, immedi- 
ately the cart had been drawn away. * Fetch him back ! " was 
vociferated by the crowd, and one of the mounted police was des- 
patched after him at full gallop. All this while the poor hanging 
man was uttering the same piercing cries, that might have been 
heard for a quarter of a mile — * Lord save me ! Ohnst have mercy 
apon me ! ' and nobody knew what to do. Some compassionating 
his sufferings, cried ' Cut him down ! ' whilst others, with a different 
kind of commiseration, urged the marines to shoot him with their 
muskets to put an end to his misery ; whilst the poor wretch was mak- 
ing the most powerful efforts with his hands up to the rope, to pre- 
vent his suffocation. It was a horrid sight to witness the twisting of 
the rope, and the man turning round IBce a jfoint of meat before the 
fire, whilst women were &.inting,andthe sheriff attempting toaddress 
the multitude, amidst fierce cnes of ' Shame ! shame ! ' J ack Ketch 
was now seen riding back in his diabolical disguise, with the police- 
man at his side ; and amidst one universal shnek of execration the 
horrid monster began again his work of death. At one bound he 
made a fiendish leap upon the body of the dying man — and all 
was comparatively hushed ; the strong man's hands could cling no 
longer to the rope, and his agonizing cries were heard no more. We 
left the executioner hanging on by the legs of the dying culprit, who, 
after the lapse of thirteen minutes by the watch, was still aJive, 
for now and then there were heard a fewfaint murmurs, and the body 
even yet exhibited some strong contortions : but it was enough ; 
the crowd was seen dispersing here and there amidst a pensive 
silence through the forest, all hearts sickening and sad at the melan- 
choly spectacle, and all of them having engraved on their memories 
to their own dying days, the first execution in South Australia." 
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About this time (March, 1840) arrivals of stock from Sydney 
and Port Pliillip overland were very frequent, as South Australia 
offered a profitsbble market to Overlanders, who generally were the 
owners of these herds and flocks, and of course had the control 
sind charge of the parties, consisting mostly of ticket-of -leave men. 
These enterprises were not unattended with danger, owing to the 
difficult nature of the country and hostility of the natives. Urged 
on, however, by the hope of profit, and moved by an ardent desire 
for adventure, the overlanders overcame difficulties and dangers of no 
ordinary kind, and eventually were generally successful This class 
of colonists were mostly all in the prime of youth and of good- 
families, but finding no outlet for their enterprise and love of ad- 
venture in England, sought it at the Antipodes. Amongst them, 
therefore, was found a degree of poHsh and openness rarely to be 
looked for in such a mode of life ; and, in tne distant bush one 
would unexpectedly stumble on a finished gentleman in the bush- 
man's garb of blue shirt, soiled cabbage-tree hat with broad black 
ribbon, and booted and spurred, and with the indispensable stock- 
whip in his hand, and last, not least, a short black clay pipe in his 
mouth. Yet many of these worthies had been educated at Eton and 
Cambridge. On first arrival in New South Wales, many of them 
possessed ample means, and established stock stations'in the interior, 
and bred cattle and sheep ; and as their herds and flocks increased, 
had turned their attention to the new and fertile field for enter- 
prise open to them in the establishment of this colony in December 
1836, with an earnest longing which soon ripened into action. 
Consequently, in November 1837, that is, eleven months from 
the foundation of the colony, several hardy adventurers had 
laid, matured, and commenced carrying into operation, plans which 
some deemed Quixotic when they heard of the amount of capital 
invested in so new an undertaking, but which were undertaken by 
the adventurers in full confidence of success. Two expeditions 
started at the same time for South Australia. In February 1838, 
Mr. Hawdon moved from the Groulbum, and Mr. Eyre from Port 
Phillip. In April 1838, Mr. Hawdon arrived in Adelaide, and 
shortly afterwards was followed bv Mr. Eyre, who had attempted 
to take a direct route from Port Pnillip to Adelaide, but coming to 
an impassable scrub had been compelled to turn northward, and 
then take the same route which Mr. Hawdon had done. 

Just eight years before that period, a hardy ^arty of explorers, 
under the late Captain Sturt, had first ventured in a whale-boat to 
descend the River Murray, traversing the then unknown land. 
Rapidly had the fruits of this enterprise ripened into maturity ; 
the river was made a highway of commerce, a connecting link 
between the two countries, and at the present day teams with 
steamers plying upon its waters, the sole credit of its practicability 
for navigation by steam power being due to the late Captain 
Cadell, \mo was liarbaJouBly murdered, whilst asleep, by one of his 
crew in 1879, whilst engaged in pearl-fishing on the north west coast 
of Australia. Honour be to those courageous and gallant men 
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cliaracter of tbe plaintifF', inasmuch as it was plain Mr. Allen was 
claiming more than the defendants thought he was justly entitled 
to ; while he hoped to prove to the jury that Mr. Allen had paid 
about I2OZ. in cash for the materials supplied. 

Witnesses were called on both sides, and the result was that the 
jury returned a verdict for the plaintifP for 151/., including the sum 
of /5Z. paid into court. 

There were about 200 invitations issued, but not more than 100 
attended. I was one of the invited guests ; but, alas ! how few 
there are now living who took part in that joyous gathering. Still, 
I gladly recognize residents in Adelaide who apparently continue 
to enjoy excellent health, and have been most prosperous as 
colonists. Amonsst these, I may mention Sir John Morphett, G. 
Bonney, and — ^ormby. Doubtless each of them will vividly 
remember poor Stein, who was the life and soul of the party. He 
had then just arrived overland with a large herd of fine bullocks, 
cows, and heifers; quickly followed by Whyte and Lieutenant 
Kessop, E.N., with flocks of sheep belonging to Messrs. Button 
and Fmniss. 

Stein was an accomplished cross-country rider, and figured vic- 
toriously in many an exciting steeplechase. As a genueman, he 
was most polished in his manners. I last saw him abont six years 
ago at Moxmt G^mbier. Poor fellow ! he was reduced almost to 
destitution. When lie heard of my being in the township, he im- 
mediately called at McKay's Hotel, and sent in his card; but 
when I interviewed him, I was shocked at the change from other 
days. His former well-knit and smart figure was then attenuated, 
with hollow cheeks, and grey hair. The dress he wore, although 
scrupulously neat, was perfectly threadbare. He then in a most 
doleful strain imparted to me his reduced pecuniaiy circumstances, 
and said he had applied for some employment under Government, 
and threw out repeated inuendoes that the Blue Lake would end 
his troubles unless something quickly turned up. I of course en- 
deavoured to cheer him up, and used arguments to dissuade and 
divert him from such thoughts, but he dolefully shook his head. I 
then invited him to join me in a glass of wine, which he willingly 
accepted, preferring, however, brandy ; after which, he insisted I 
should have another glass at his expense, and thereupon called the 
waiter, and gave the order in that pompous and authoritative style 
so peculiar £) him, as if possessed of an income of 5000Z. a year. 
"There are none so deaf as those who won't hear," and so it 
proved on this occasion, the waiter apparently not being in a hurry 
to replenish the glasses. Prompted by a desire to spare poor Stein 
the vexation of being refused, I apologized for leaving the room 
for a few moments, and conferred with the waiter, who told me 
that he had orders from his employer not to supply Mr. Stein with 
anything unless he paid cash for it. I then told him to bring the 

flaisses as ordered immediately, for the payment of which I would 
® responsible, and returned to the parlour, and when the drinks 
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less, it was the very kind of weather suitable for the pnrpose, 
because probably no preoantions wonld be taken by the cattle- 
stealers, to keep watch. The on^ way in those days of getting 
into the Tiers, was'by Gleeson's Hill, and of snch steepness, that 
it was customaiy for bnllock-drivers engaged carting posts and 
rails into town, to cnt down heavy limbs of trees, and make fast to 
the hind part of the drays, to act as a drag before attempting the 
descent. 

Having reached the snmmit of the hill, and proceeded some 
distance in the stringy-bark ranges without observation, I 
determined to dismonnt, and taking Sergeant-Mctjor Alf ord with 
me, left the rest of the men in charge of the horses, and lour 
sword-scabbards, merely taking the swords. We then struck off 
the track, and commenced gropms our way into the dense stringy- 
bark forest, towards the spot where the slaughter was to tuce 
place. After climbing up and down steep huls, and stumbling 
over dead logs and stumps, we suddenly perceived a fire, such as I 
have described, apparently not more than two or three hundbred 
yards from us, wnich must have been lit some time, as the flames 
were shooting furiouslv upwards to a great height, and casting a 
deceitful lignt around, it appeared to us to be on a flat level 
piece of ground facing where we stood. Whilst thus watching for 
a few moments, we saw a man approach the burning pile, and 
throw something into ity which then gave the surrounding a lurid 
appearance; thereupon I directed Alf ord to follow, ana sprang 
forward sword in hand — to make an easy capture of the f eUow as I 
thought ; but, alas, we did not know we were on the summit of a 
steep hill, consequently the great impetus given to our bodies 
sent us both helplessly rolling one over the other down the declivity 
to the very bottom, fortunately without seriously wounding eacn 
other, which was miraculous, as we both retained a grip of our 
swords ! On recovering my feet, I rushed to what I took to be the 
man we had seen, then lying down wrapped in a blanket watching 
the fire, saving, " You are my prisoner, at the same time striking 
him with the flat of mv sword, when, to my utter astonishment, 
the abject was only a fiillen tree ! Alford and I immediately pulled 
down the burning pile to see what the man had thrown on, and 
found it to be a calf. Bound the place we found a quantity of 
blood and offal scattered about, but the hides had been burnt, not 
a vestige of them remaining in the fire. 

Without loss of time we at once went to the huts nearest the 
place, where the cattle had been slaughtered, and in each, found 
casks containing fresh-killed meat. We of course took the 
occupants into custody, who, subsequently, were brought to 
trial at the Supreme Court, but acquitted for want of proper 
evidence. 

Ou another occasion, information was brought one morning at 
daylight that a public-house, kept by a Mrs. BaU, at Kensington, 
had been robbed by four armed men, with crape over their faces. 
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crews and passeDgers of Tessels amviog from the penal setiJements, 
and not tne di^test attention was ^d to tne subject, either 
at Glenelg or at the port, and a shipload of escaped convicts 
could at any time be umded, without remark or remonstrance. 
Again, there was no check npon overland parties arriving with 
stock ; and it was notorious that some of the worst desperadoes of 
New South Wales found their way hither by that route, and 
after squandering their money in drunkenness and debauchery 
in town, would retire to the '"Tiers," and join others who had 
preceded them, living in log-huts, built in deep and almost 
maccessible gullies and ravines, densely timbered, and overgrown 
with scrub and vegetation. Under cover of dark nights they would 
thence sally forth, and commit daring black-faced robberies and 
burglaries m the city, and again find shelter in their fastnesses, 
and " plant " the plunder ; or otherwise be harboured by sympa- 
thizers and accomplices in town, creatures of the same type as 
themselves, some of whom were publicans. 

Cattle-stealing, also, was rife amongst them, and carried to an 
enormous extent. The animals stolen mostly belonged to the South 
Australian Company, and were driven to some appointed place at 
night, and there shot. I have known of many head having been 
shot at one volley. The beasts would then be skinned, and the 
hides destroyed to prevent identification of the brands, by being 
thrown into fierce fires. To insure instant destruction, these fires 
were peculiarly constructed, with dry lo^ cut to certain lengths, 
and piled up, one upon top of the other, in the shape of a chimney, 
until the height of about seven feet was attained ; thus, when lit, 
a powerful draft of air was created, which quickly produced a fire 
capable of reducing anything to ashes in a few minutes. After the 
meat had been cut up, salted, and put into casks, it was carted to 
Adelaide, and received by a notorious butcher, named Best, who, 
it was ascertained, had l>een for some considerable time supplying 
the Mauritius market with meat. 

• Whilst these daring outlaws were engaged in the forgoing 
nefarious proceedings, scouts would be placed on the watch, to give 
timely notice of the presence of the police in the Tiers, by firing a 
signal-gun, when they would immediately disperse, and remove tiie 
meat to their huts ; and although the police would discover where 
animals had been slaughtered, everv vestige of evidence necessary 
to secure convictions was unobtainaole. I have myself, at the head 
of a party, been thus frequently foiled, by arriving either too late, 
or otherwise. I remember one occasion especially ; it was in the 
winter-^ime. I had received reliable information rrom a splitter in 
the Tiers, that on a certain night a number of cattle were to be 
killed in one of the deep gullies at the back of Mount Lofty. 
Having selected my men for the occasion, we started from the 
barracks about nine p.m. The night was densely dark, and rain- 
ing in torrents, with heavy squalls of wind at intervals, which 
circumstances combined made it anything but pleasant ; neverthe- 
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lew, it «u Uie vmy kind of weather niitable for the purpose, 
beoanee probably no preoantioiiB would be taken bj the catUe- 
etealera, bo keep watoh. The oi^ way in those days of getting 
into the Tiers, waff by Gleeeon'a HiD, and of anoh ateepnesii, that 
it was cuetomarj for bnllock'driTerB engaged carting poets and 
Tails into town, to cat down heavy limbs of trees, and make fast to 
the hind part of the drays, to act ae a drag before attempting the 
desoent. 

HaTJng reached the snmimt of the hill, and proceeded some 
distanoe in the stringy-bark ranges without observation, I 
determined to dismonnt, and taking Sergeant-Major Alford with 
me, left the rest of the men in ^arge of the Eorsea, and |onr 
Bword-soabbards, merely taking the swords. We then stmok off 
Uie track, and commenced groprng onr way into the dense stringr- 
bark forest, towards the spot where the slanghter was to ta!ke 
place. After climbing np and down steep huls, and stnmblinK 
over dead logs and stnmpe, we suddenly perceived a fire, each as 1 
hare described, apparently not more than two or three bnndred 
yards from ns, which most bare been lit some time, as the flames 
were shooting furiously npwards (o a great height, and easting a 
deoeitfol light aroimd. It appeared to ns to oe on a flat level 
piece kA gronnd facing where we stood. Whilst thns watebing for 
a few moments, we saw a man approach the burning pile, and 
throw something into it, which then gave the sarranndmg a lurid 
appeoranoe; therenpon I directed Xlford to follow, and sprang 
forward sword in hand — to make an easy capture of the fellow as I 
thought ; bnt, alas, we did not know we were on the summit of a 
steep hill, consequently the great impetus given to onr bodies 
sent us both helplessly rolling one over the other down the declivilr 
to the very bottom, fortunately without seriously wounding each 
other, which was nuraculons, as we both retained a grip of our 
■words I On recovering my feet, I rushed to what I took to be the 
man we had seen, then lying down wrapped in a blanket watching 
the fire, saying, " Yon are my prisoner, at the same time striking 
him with the lUt of my sword, when, to my utter astonishment, 
the ebject was only a Men tree I Alford and I immediately pulled 
down the burning pile to see what the man had thrown on, and 
found it to be a calf. Bound the place we found a quaatdty of 
blood and o&al soattored about, bnt the hides had been burnt, not 
a vpMtii,'! of th«m remaining in the fire. 

Willi. Hit lis* of time we at once went to the hute nearest the 
plftcT. whon> the cattle hod been slaughtered, sad in each, found 
einka ocmtniniag fresh-killed meat. We of course toot the 
op^jipftnts into custody, who, subsequently, were brought to 
trial ot the Supreme Court, bnt acquitted for want of proper 

IJn RUPtb.T Dooasion, information was brought one morning at 
^i£_'' *^"l'i \ P°*'l'o-house, kept by a Mrs. Ball, at Kensington, 
D roiiV>«d by four armed men, with crape over tbeir faces. 
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and the inmates forced into a room, in which they were secured 
with cords. Two of the ruffians remained outside to watch, whilst 
the others proceeded to roh the till, and ransack every drawer and 
box in the rooms, and help themselves to their contents, consisting 
of various kinds of apparel, and watches, &c. They likewise freelv 
drank a qnantity of spirits, and took away several bottles with 
them. Arber they had departed, one of the inmates managed to 
free himself, and having liberated the others, came at once to the 
barracks with the intelligence, whereupon, I started immediately 
with Sergeant-Major Alford and two troopers for the scene of 
the robbery and outrage. On reaching it I further gathered from 
Mrs. Ball that the robbers had effected an entrance through a 
side window, and on the ground^ immediately under it she found 
the footprint of one of them, which she had preserved by placing 
a meat-cover over it. The mark was most distinct and unmis- 
takable, and revealed the impression of a certain number of nails 
on each side of the sole, ana also nails round the heel, but of a 
different kind. Having obtained an account . and description of 
the stolen prox>erty, and complimented the landlady on her tnought- 
fulness in preserving the footprint, we at once took the direction 
of the Tiers, and upon reaching Gleeson's Hill, discovered the fresh 
footmarks of four men, one of which, corresponded exactly with 
the one Mrs. Bali had saved. The four tracks were the more plain, 
because a bullock-dray had come down the hill over night, with 
a bushy drag behind it, which had swept and smoothed the way. 

Having ordered the men to dismount and lead their horses, I 
directed each of them to follow separate footsteps, and then com- 
menced the steep ascent. Upon nearly reaching the summit of 
the hill, I Buddemy noticed an alteration in the impression of the 
footmarks of the man I was tracking, the heel of one boot being 
smooth and without nails. I at once halted the party and retraced 
my steps a short distance, and to my astonishment picked up the 
heel-piece of the boot, which had been wrenched off. 

With such substantial evidence in my possession, it was needless 
to waste any longer time in tracHng ; we therefore remounted, 
and dashed off at full speed towards certain huts, the occupiers of 
which I suspected as the guilty parties, and as we pulled up in 
front of one of them a woman came out and said, " Good morning, 
Mr. Tolmer. You are early this morning. Will you have a panikin 
ofteaP" 

"Thank you," I replied, "I will," and at once dismounted 
and entered the hut, in which were five or six rough, cut- 
throat-looking rascals, who evidently were under the influence of 
drink, but nevertheless appeared surprised and disconcerted at my 
sudden appearance. 

The tea was quickly handed to me, and whilst quietly sipping it, 
I glanced carelessly at each man's boot, and almost msts^tly 
noticed that the heelpiece of one was missing ; whereupon I said 
to the man, " Halloa, you have lost the heel of your boot." 
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** Have I? " repHed lie, looking at his boot; ^8o I have." 

" And«" I continned^ ** I think I fotind it," producing the mise- 
ing heel-piece. 

" So it is, by G ," exclaimed the fellow. ** Where did you 

find it?" 

" Oh, that's mj business," I repHed ; ''but where do you think 
you lost it P " 

'* Oh, I don't know ; somewbere I suppNOse." 

I then stepped to the door and called in Sergeant-Major Al^nrd 
and a trooper, leaving the other in charge of the horses, and 
suddenly drawing my sword, said, ''All in this room are my 
prisoners. I arr^ you for burglary and blade-face robbery, com- 
mitted with violence last night at Kensington* Sergeant-major, 
handcuff them and let them be searched,'' and in their pockets were 
found pieces of black crape and pistols. 

After they were secured, I cautioned each individually as 
required by law, " as to anything they might say," &c., and ques- 
tioned them on the subject of the charge, but they denied any 
knowledge about it. We then commen<^ to make a thorough 
search of the premises, and after much trouble found some kxwe 
boards in another room, which upon being lifted offered to view a 
cavity in which all the stolen property was secreted, which we took 
possession of ; and Joseph Storey, the leader of this gaiu^, was 
subsequentlv tried at the Supreme Court on the above and other 
charges, and sentenced to death, which was, however, commuted to 
transportation for life, on the 24th August, 1841. With regard to 
his confederates, one, named MaiUand (an emigrant) was acquitted, 
and the others managed to escape from the gaol. 

When not otherwise engagea upon my legitimate duties as a 
police officer, I had to drill the police daily, and since my appoint- 
ment as captain and adjutant, had, in addition, to dnil the 
volunteer cavalry, so that my time was fully occupied. I was, 
however, well repaid by the satisfactory process they made. 

On the 24th May, 1840, her Majesty's birthday was celebrated 
with every demonstration of loyalty and respect. According to the 
proeramme, the foot and mounted police under my orders mustered 
m full uniform at the sappers and miners' Barracks, at eleven 
o'clock, and shortly afterwards the volunteer cavalry, recently 
formed, assembled in the same neighbourhood under the command 
of Captain O'Halloran. His Excellency soon afterwards arrived, 
and after inspection expressed his high approbation of the soldier- 
like appearance of the cavalry, and the precision with which the 
mounted police went through various exercises. At one o'clock a 
royal salute of twenty-one guns was fired by the sappers and 
miners from the artillery in front of the barracks, wnich was 
reHponded to by the vessels in the harbour and at Glenelg. At 
one o'clock his Excellency held a levee, and Mrs. Gawler received 
the ladies of Adelaide. In the evening a ball was given at 
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GoYemment House in honour of the occasion, at which a large 
number of ladies and gentlemen attended. 

About this time, one of the most successful and enterprising 
colonists, Mr. Emanuel Solomon, of Gurrie Street, made im- 
portant additions in the Gilles Arcade, by the erection of a 
spacious and handsome edifice, which he fitted up as a theatre, 
and which, at the same time, was used for pubHc assemblies, meet- 
ings, and large dinner-parties ; the cost, I belieye, exceeded 3000L 
Mr. Solomon then engaged Mr. and Mrs. Goppin and the best per- 
formers he could obt^, and placed the establishment on sach a 
footing that all classes of the colonists were enabled to enjoy the 
legitimate drama, xmsubjected to the rudeness and interruptions 
which had hitherto been among the causes which had deterred 
families from participating in those rational amusements which a 
well conducted and strictly regulated theatre was calculated to 
afford. 



GHAPTER XVn. 

Cattle-stealing in the Black Forest — Arrest of Broadrip and Oofbon — 
Gofton's escape from gaol — ^A stratagem — Discovery of Qofbon's 
murdered body — Arrest of Joseph Stagg for murder — Coroner's inquest 
— Verdict of the jury. 

In consequence of some information having been communicated 
to me by Sergeant-Major Alford that he suspected some cattle- 
slaughtering was going on to the south of Adelaide, in some thick 
scrub,I directed him to take a police-trooper with him and search the 
place. Accordingly, one Sunday evening in April, 1840, he started, 
accompanied by Police-trooper Naughton. They went to what was 
called the Black Forest, a spot at that time densely timbered and 
overgrown with brush, and near where the Half-way House to 
Glenelg now stands. 

After considerable searching, they came upon a yard which was 
situated in the midst of a dense low scrub, in such a situation, that 
it was almost impossible to discover it. In the stock-yard there 
were three men, who appeared to be busy at work round a beast 
which was lying on its back on the ground. When the sergeant- 
major and tne trooper arrived at the yard, the former stepped off 
his horse on to the fence, and whilst he was doing so the three 
men leaped over the fence on the opposite side and made off. 
Alford and Naughton fave chase, and each succeeded in capturing 
a man. The one caught by Naughton managed, however, to get 
away again. Naughton thought his name was Fenton. 

The name of the man caught by the sergeant-major was Joseph 
Broadrip. They returned to the stock-yard, where they found a 
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bnllock-dray with foar bullocks in it, three cattle slanghtered, one 
cut in quarters, another hanging np cnt in half, and the third, the 
one on which they were at work, lying on the gronnd in its skin. 
There were fonr large empty casks on the dray, and a bag of salt 
lyinff beside it. Broadrip stated that he was employed by a person 
of the name of John Gofton, at whose honse he lodged, that on 
the Sunday afternoon Grofton and a man named Fenton had told 
him to get the dray ready, with fonr casks and a bag of salt, as he 
was going to kill some cattle and salt them. They all went to the 
stock-yard, where Gofton killed three bullocks, one of which they 
were skinning as the policemen came up, when Gt)fton told him to 
run away. 

Several head of cattle were found in the stock-yard by the 
policeman, which were taken into town. Mr. Hamilton identified 
five of them as being the property of Mr. Mundy, who was 
then at Swan River. The cattle had been under Mr. Hamilton's 
care. 

Mr. J. H. Fisher identified a cow which was found in the pen, 
as his property ; and Mr. Letts, of Adelaide, identified another cow 
and calf belonging to him. 

The dray, with the hides and the heads of cattle found in the 
stock-yard, were brought to the barracks, .and the prisoner was 
locked up. Before daylight next morning Sergeant- Major Alford 
and a party of police succeeded in capturing John Gofton, who 
.was found in Broadrip's house on South Terrace. Fenton, who 
escaped from Naughton, was never retaken, and was supposed to 
have succeeded in leaving the colony. Joseph Stagg was the fourth 
man who was suspected of being in the stock-yard, but neither 
Alford nor Naughton could speak as to his identity. Gofton and 
Broadrip were brought before the bench, and remanded from time 
to time, and eventually committed to take their trial at the 
Supreme Court on the 1 1th July, 1840. 

Some time before the day fixed upon for the trial I was one 
evening (12th June) taking tea with my family, when suddenly I 
was startled by hearing the report of a gun in the direction of 
the gaol. Whilst speculating as to what could be the cause of 
such an unusual circumstance, one of the ^aol guards came rushing 
excitedly to the door of my quarters, and mformed me that Gofton 
had escaped by leaping over the paling-fence, and had been fired 
upon by the sentry. I immediately rushed into the barrack-yard, 
and quickly ordered every man available to proceed in i)ursuit, 
and soizing the nearest horse in the stable, 1 mounted it bare 
back, and without my cap or weapon of any kind, dashed ofE in 
the direction of the fugitive's former residence on South Terrace, 
thinking probably he would bend his steps thither. The moon 
was at its full, conseqnently the huge gum-trees cast deep 
shadows, through which I svriftly rode. Had I, however, been 
less impatient, and scrutinized these dark shades, I should most 
likely have recaptured him, because I was subsequently informed 
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that I actually rode past a tre^ belimd whicli lie stood hidden. 
The rest of the men were equally unsuccessful, and returned to 
barracks ; and, although the country was searched in every direc- 
tion the following and succeeding days, no clue could be obtained 
of his whereabouts. It was well known that a mau, named Joseph 
Stagg, was one of his accomplices in the cattle-stealing business, 
and suspected of supplying him with food, &c., ; but, although 
he had been observed several times to go in the direction of Port 
Crawler, riding a remarkable-looking horse, he succeeded completely 
in foiling our endeavours. Thus smarting under the disappoint- 
ment, it occurred to me to adopt the following stratagem, viz., 
having reason to believe that tne horse Stagg was seen riding 
had been stolen from the South Australian Company, I proposed 
preferring a charge against him, by which means I might obtain 
a twofold object — ^firstly, get possession of the suspected stolen 
animal, and endeavour to find its owner ; and secondly, by keeping 
him in custody, compel the fugitive Gofton to sally out in quest of 
food, and thereby disclose the place of his retreat. 

Acting on this resolve, I at once conferred with Mr. R. Wigley, 
the then police magistrate, and subsequently laid the required 
information, upon which a warrant for the arrest of Stagg was 
granted, and placed in the hands of Serjeant-Major Alford to 
execute. Being well acquainted with Stagg^s haunts, he forthwith 
proceeded to a public- house kept by one Anthony Best, and saw 
the horse in question tied outside. IJpon entermg the bar he 
found Stagg there, in company with others, and at once charged 
him with stealing the horse then outside, and produced the warrant 
for his arrest, and duly took him in charge. When in the street, 
however, Stagg resisted, and a severe struggle resulted. During 
the contest botn fell to the ground several times, and Stagg drew 
a pair of pistols out of his pockets, and presented them at the 
head of his captor ; fortunately, however, they were not cocked, 
otherwise a murder would have ensued. The class of bystanders, 
apparently were friends of the accused, and refused to assist the 
sergeant, although he called upon them in the Queen's name. 
However, after a short time, some foot policemen arrived on the 
scene, when he was secured and taken to the police station on 
North Terrace, and locked up. In the struggle, the pistols, which 
were loaded, fell on the ground, and were afterwards handed over 
to me at the barracks, where the alleged stolen horse was also 
detained. The next morning the prisoner was brought before Mr. 
Wigley, and, on my application, the case was adjourned for a 
week, at the expiration ot which he was again remanded for a like 
period, and eventually discharged, as I failed to procure sufficient 
evidence to warrant his committal. 

I may here mention that eventually the horse in question wa« 
proved to have been stolen from the South Australian Company, 
and identified by the manager. 

My readers may well imagine the disappointment I then ex- 
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perienced at the failure of my plan ; and I mnst confess I felt in a 
very irritable mood in consequence, as no tidings of any kind liad 
been receired respecting the runaway Gofton. 

Not long after my return to the barracks the orderly knocked at 
the door and informed me that Stagg desired to speak to me. On 
going into the yard I found him riding the horse, which had been 
given up to him, aud inquired what he wanted. 

He said he had come for his pistols. 

•* Of course," I observed, " you can have them if you have the 
magistrate's order. Have you such P " 

" No," he repUed. 

** Well, then, I will not give them up without one." 

"Whereupon he became very abusive, and swore he would not 
leave without them. 

I then peremptorily ordered him out of the yard, but he per- 
sistently refused to quit, and used vile epithets. 

My temper being now thoroughly aroused, I sprang forward 
and caught his leg, and tried to unhorse him ; but oeing a power- 
ful man, he quicHy recovered his seat, and then rode ofE, vowing 
that he would have my b life before twenty-four hours. 

The very next day after Stagg*s liberation a farmer named 
Robertson, living on the lower part of the dry creek between 
Adelaide and Port Crawler, forwarded intelligence to the barracks 
that a suspicious-looking character, armed with a gun, had called 
at his hut the day before, and asked for and obtained a loaf of 
bread and a bottle of milk, which he stated was for a friend 
who was sick in the bush, and tendered a sovereign in payment. 

Upon this information I started forthwith, accompanied by 
Sergeant-Maior Alford and several police-troopers, well equipped, 
and provided with a week's supply of provisions. I also took a 
black tracker with me. 

On arrival at Robertson's hut I saw his wife, from whom I 
gleaned the following additional particulars respecting her late 
visitor. He was of a dark complexion, with black hair, and 
apparently had shaved off his whiskers, which were again growing. 
Ihuing his short stay he left a gun outside the hut as he entered, 
and appeared much distressed and anxious about its safety, and 
whilst the bread and milk were being procured he was constantly 
on the look-out, and upon leaving she observed that he went in 
the direction of Port Gawler. Upon hearing these facts I had 
not, of course, the least doubt of the man being Gofton, and con- 
sequently lost no time in making ourselves acquainted with 
the impression made by his boots, which were remarkable, owing 
to certain nails on the soles and heels, after which we started in 
hot pursuit towards the Milner Estate, Port Gawler, where we 
remained the night, and were hospitably entertained by Captains 
Ellis and Allan. 

Early next morning we commenced to search the bush in every 
-^on, but without success, and once more returned to Port 
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Gawler. The following day (24tli Jtdy), I divided the police into 
two i>artie8, with instructions for one to sconr the neighbourhood, 
especially the thickly wooded country known as the Gawler Belt, 
whilst myself, Sergeant-Major Alford, and Corporal Dean, and 
the native tracker, searched the plains, arranging to meet again 
at Captain Ellis's station. Towards the afternoon, and whilst 
lamenting the ill-success of our efforts, I descried a horseman, 
about three or four miles off, emerging from a thick belt of timber 
on the right looking north and cross the plain towards the 
mangroves, which skirted the coast in that locality. I directed 
the attention of the native to the object, but he failed to 
discern it, and persistently said I was mistaken. In those days 
(forty years ago) my vision was surprisingly keen, and being 
positive it was no delusion I had seen, we quickly proceeded in 
the direction, and soon cut the tracks of the horse, which we then 
followed, but had not gone far when our horses sank deeply in the 
boggy soil, and plunged violentlv, and as we could no longer 
proceed mounted we alighted. I then directed Corporal Dean to 
get them out of the bog as well as he could, and await our return, 
and followed the native quickly, whom we soon overtook at a neatly 
constructed wurley, madfe of boughs and seaweed ; in front was 
a fire with the embers not yet extinguished, and a bottle containing 
water. From this hiding-place, which evidently had only recently 
been abandoned, we distinctly traced the print-marks of two men's 
feet, one, without a doubt, by the nails on the boots, being 
Gofton's, and the other that of a much smaller man ; these we 
traced in and out of the mangrove bushes going in the direction 
of the dry creek, and evidently keeping out of sight. As it soon 
became too dark I was reluctantly compelled to discontinue the 
search. I well remember, as I dived into the thick gloomy man- 
groves, Alford was begging me repeatedly to desist, saying I 
shoxQd certainly be shoC We then got back to our horses, and 
returned to the Milner Estate a third time, and informed our kind 
and hospitable hosts of our success. 

Next morning (25th July), again taking Alford and Dean, with 
an additional trooper (Lomas) with me, I recommenced tracking 
with Alford, from where we had left off the previous night, the 
men keeping abreast of us with the led horses. At nightfall I 
was agam obliged to relinquish the work, having followed the 
same tracks a distance of about five miles in the same direction 
as on the daj^ previous. 

Upon rejoining the corporal and trooper with the horses I gave 
Sergeant-Major Alford, Dean, and Lomas instructions to return to 
the Milner Estate, and meet me the next morning, when we were 
once more to resume the tracking, whilst I went into town to 
report progress, and procure another tracker from the native 
location. I then started. By this time it had become intensely 
dark, and no sooner had I turned my fiery horse's head towards 
town than he bolted. There were neither roads nor tracks in the 
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locality in those days, and I entirely depended upon bis sagacity to 
take uie right direction. After galloping madly thns, through 
vacuity, for about four miles, I perceived a nre ahead, and thinking 
it might probably be Gofton*s camp-fire, I managed to get my 
horse under command, and, as 1 neared the fire I* distinguished 
by the light a woman's dress, and knew it then to be Bobertson's 
place. After a few moments' chat with Mrs. Bobertson, and 
acquainting her of the success we had met with in finding traces 
of the man we were in search, who doubtless would shortly be 
captured, I asked her if there was any road from her hut to 
Adelaide. She replied in the negative, and pressed me to stop 
till daylight, as it would be impossible for me to find my way. I 
declined her kind offer, however, and explained that it was of the 
utmost importance I should reach town that night to report to 
Government the result of our proceedings. She then saia there 
was a cattle-track about a quarter of a mile off (pointing in the 
direction) which, if I could find, led to Hindmarsh. 1 again 
thanked her, and once more resumed my journey. I soon found 
the cattle-track she described, by the rattle of my horse's feet on 
the hard ground, and had not proceeded many yards when I 
suddenly heard some one whistle close by, concealed behind one of 
the gum-trees, which then thickly lined the course of the creek ; 
whereupon I drew up my horse and whistled in return; but 
although I repeated it, and called on thje man to come forward 
and show himself, there was no resjponse ; all was silent. 

** Well," I said, " if you will neither speak nor come forward, I 
wish you good night," and rode on. 

As I wended my way in the darkness I pondered and pon- 
dered who the mysterious individual could have been, little 
thinking I had been so near death, which the following particulars, 
I afterwards obtained from Stagg, will explain. 

On the night in question it nad been agreed between Grofton 
and Stagg to meet after dark at a particular spot on the dry 
creek, when the latter would bring a supply of food and water. 
Upon hearing my horse approach Gof ton thought it was Stagg, 
and gave the preconcerted signal, a whistle, the reply to which, 
were the words " All right.*' Upon discovering his mistake, how- 
ever, he took up a position behind a tree, and then covered me 
with his gun. Had I therefore caught sight of any man, whoever 
he might have been, I should have approached, when to a certainty 
Gofton would have shot me. 

On reaching town, having ascertained that the officers of the 
volunteers had invited his Excellency Colonel Gawler to a public 
dinner, and that Major O'Halloran was taking a prominent part 
at the entertainment, I went thither immediately and made my 
report. Upon the particulars being communicated to his Ex- 
cellency, he courteously congratulated me upon my zeal, and 
pressingly invited me to join tne convivial party ; but after a brief 
stay I apologized for retiring, explaining that I had arranged to 
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meet my men between Robertson's but and tbe Milner estate very 
early in tbe morning ; before leaving, bowever, I obtained a note 
from Dr. Moorbonse, tbe. protector of aborigines (wbo was present 
on tbe occasion), to Mr. Boss, directing bim to select tbe most 
expert tracker tben at tbe location to accompany me. Wben I 
reacbed tbe barracks my first care was to examine my pistols, 
wbicb I found required cleaning. Wbile tbus encaged, my first- 
born, a cbild of two years old, was standing witb bis aunt close 
to tbe table, bis bead about four incbes above it, and watcbin^ me. 
After carefully reloading and putting fresb caps on tbe pistols 
I felt dissatisfied about tbe way one of tbem fitted, and in pressing 
down tbe bammer too forcibly on tbe nipple tbe pistol exploded. 
My readers may well imagine tbe dreadful frigbt it gave me — fn 
trutb, I bave met witb many incidents during my career in Soutb 
Australia but never felt so unnerved as on tbat occasion. Tbe 
pistol-ball it a])peared almost grazed tbe boy*s bead, passed 
tbrougb my sister-in-law's dress, and buried itself in tbe pjs^ 
wall. 

On Sunday, tbe 26tb, I rejoined Alford, Dean, Lomas, and tbe 
native, wbo were punctual to tbe bour of meeting, and again 
resumed tbe tracking until dark. I tben instructed Alford, Dean, 
and tbe native to proceed to Robertson's but and encamp tbere. 
and at tbe same time despatcbed P. T. Lomas to tbe Milner estate, 
witb orders to bring up the rest of tbe party and provisions in tbe 
morning to Robertson's, wbere I would meet tbem witb tbe 
additional native tracker I bad not been able to obtain tbat 
morning, and tben proceeded to Adelaide ; and on Monday, tbe 
27tb, I was up at daybreak, and baving selected a quiet horse for 
the native, we started for the dry creek. Upon reaching Robert- 
son's hut I found Sergeant-major Alford, Corporal Dean, and tbe 
native encamped at tbe fire outside, but to my surprise tbe rest of 
the party of police from tbe Milner estate had not arrived. 
Thanks to Mrs. Robertson, bowever, they had bad their breakfast, 
so tbat they bad not been inconvenienced by the non-arrival of 
the provisions. In answer to my interrogatories, Mrs. Robertson 
said she did not hear a whistle in tbe direction I indicated after I 
parted from her on the Saturdav night, but tbat tbere was a 
native well about tbere, to wbicb she at once led me ; and there, to 
my astonishment, I recognized the same footprints with nails on tbe 
soles which we bad been previously tracking and knew to be those 
of Gofton. I at once put the two black trackers on tbe trail from tbe 
well and awaited tbe result behind a bush. Tbe footmarks they 
were following must bave been very plain and distinct, as the 
natives were actually running. Suddenly, however, they stopped 
and began making energetic signs for us to come to tbem, and 
calling out, " White fellow ! white fellow ! " whereupon we sprung on 
our horses and dashed off in their direction, but owing to the 
boggy ground we bad to jump off and leave tbem floundering up 
to the saddle-flaps. Alford and myself tben threw off our swords, 

VOL. I. M 
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and with pistols in hand ran as fast as we conld to cut off Grofton 
from the mangroves. To execute this movement it was necessary 
to leap narrow salt-water creeks and other obstractions, circling' 
the while, which brought us opposite the two natives, from whom, 
however, we found ourselves separated by a deep salt-water creek 
several yards in width ; they were frantically gesticulating and 
pointing to the body of a man, whose feet we could see partly 
immersed in water. We at once waded up to our necks in water, 
and on the bank, with arms extended and without a coat, lay the 
body of the unfortunate man Gof ton. His face was covered with 
blood caused by a gun-shot wound, which traversed from the right 
ear through the head, and out on the top of the left side of the 
h%ad, causing instantaneous death. My first impression on seeing 
the body was that he had shot himself in desperation, but there 
was neither ^n nor pistol to be found, which at once cQspelledthe 
idea ; had it oeen otherwise he would have retained the weapon in 
his death-ffrip, but his fingers were relaxed, and from the direction 
of the ball ne must have been asleep when shot. Experience gained 
on the battle-field taught me that no human being shot through the 
head as the deceased had been could have moved afterwards; 
whereas, upon carefully examining the surroundings, I found he 
had been dragged by the feet from the camp-fire, where there was 
a pool of blood, and placed in such a position that the body wonld 
be afloat at high tide. About six yards from the fire in an 
opposite direction we picked up the felt hat of the deceased be- 
spattered inside with his brains with two bullet-holes, corre- 
sponding with those on the head of the dead man. Again in 
another direction, partly in the water and hanging on the branch 
of a mangrove, was his drab-jolonred coat with the sleeves turned 
inside out and the collar and back saturated with blood. On 
searching his person I found in the right-hand pocket of his 
trousers (which were partly unbuttoned and pulled downwards) 
a silk purse containing twelve sovereigns and thjee half-sovereigns, 
and about the camp-fire a pair of blankets, a shirt, and a canister 
of wet gunpowder. I likewise picked up a torn piece of a news- 
paper, partly containing the particulars of Gof ton's escape from 
gaol, and also the half of a silk handkerchief dotted witn small 
bright-coloured spots, which 1 carefully preserved. 

Myself and the sergeant-major then made a careful examination 
of the locality, and at a distance of about 300 yards from the camp- 
fire found where a horseman had approached as near as the 
nature of the ground permitted and dismounted, and thence traced 
his footprints, which were remarkable, to where Gofton was shot. 

Having satisfied myself that he had been wilfully murdered, I 
then gave Sergeant-Major Alford strict injunctions not to meddle 
with the body or anything about it, and started at once into town 
to report the finding of the body. On my way I was informed by 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobertson, that on the Sunday morning, about ten 
or eleven o'clock, a man was seen coming past their house from 
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the direction of Port Gawler, and that from his dress, hat, manner 
of riding, and general appearance, they believed that it was Stagg, 
bnt it might have been a man with Stagg's dress, and his horse, 
and his way of sitting. He was riding very fast towards Adelaide 
and carrying a bundle in front of his saddle, and from the 
direction in which a person mnst come on his way from where the 
body lay to Adelaide. Mrs. R. further said she knew Stagg very 
well, and would know him in any dress and anywhere, and to the 
best of her belief it was Stagg she saw on the horse on Sunday. 
All these and other circumstances combined made suspicion clearly 
light upon Stagg as the person likely to have committed the 
murder, and on reaching town I laid an information against him 
accordingly. 

On receiving the warrant for his arrest I at once proceeded to 
the barracks, and the first police trooper I met with was Lomas, 
whom I there and then called upon to explain the reason why ho 
had not obeyed my orders in bnnging up the police party rrom 
Milner's estate to Eobertson's hut. He made an unsatisfactory 
statement, and endeavoured to excuse himself by saying he lost 
himself in the bush. I told him I should investigate the matter 
more fully hereafter, and gave him the warrant for arresting 
Stagg, which he daly executed in the bar of the " Black Bull," and 
lodged him in gaol. When apprehended, it was said by witnesses 
that he trembled when charged with the murder, but preserved 
the most dogged silence. Several percassion-caps, two half- 
buUets, and some money were found in his pocket. 

Without a moment's delay I reported the circumstances of the 
cas9 to Mr. NichoUs, the coroner, who after having empanelled a 
jury selected two of them to accompany him to see the body, as 
the distance was too great for the whole of them to go. Meanwhile, 
taking a couple of troopers with me, I lost no time in searching 
Stagg's residence at Hindmarsh. After knocking, the door was 
opened by a woman, who in answer to my inquiries said Stagg 
was in town somewhere. I then said, " He brought a bag here 
yesterday, where is it ? " But she persistently denied any Know- 
ledge about it, whereupon I quietly informed her that I should 
arrest her on a charge of being accessory to the murder of Gofton 
if she did not give np the bag immediately. She then began to 
bewail and lament, which I soon put a stop to by calling one of 
the troopers to take her in charge. She then said, " Well, he told 
me not to give it up to any one, but there it is, up there," pointing 
to the top of the wall under the thatch. I immediately mounted 
a chair and seized the bag, bat almost let it drop on account of its 
uncommon weight for the size. The moment I placed it on the 
table I noted it was tied round the middle with half the silk 
handkerchief — the other half of which I had in my pocket — found at 
the camp-fire where Gofton was murdered. The two torn halves 
fitted exactly. In the bag were two unstocked guns, one barrel 
was loaded and the other unloaded, and from the strong smell of 

yi 2 
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powder it was erident it bad not long been discbarged : tnbse- 
qnentlr tbe loaded gnn was proTed to hare been CK>fUm's and the 
otber Stagg's. 

Under Stagg's bed I foond a pair of tboes wbicb eridentljr bad 
been in sea-water, swampj gronnd from the drj (njstallized salt 
wbich adhered to them. Tl^se I handed oTer to Corporal Dean, 
with instmctions to compare them with the footmarks foond near 
where the bodj was found, and with the assistance of a natiye, he 
found the tracks corresponded ezactl j with the shape of the shoes, 
the shape of which was peculiar, as also was the position of the 
footsteps, the latter corresponding exactly with Sta^s manner of 
walking, taming the toes ont Terj maclu Thej fell in with the 
footmarks abont 200 yards from where the bod j was foond, and 
tnced them to within 50 or 100 jards of the spot, bot coold go 
no farther, there being an exceedingly high tide, which corered ^e 
swamp with water. 

At the inquest, which was held at the ''Australian Arms," 
Hindlej Street, to which place the body of Gofton had been 
brought, the following additional evidence was produced, Tiz. :— 

John Baker, who kept a public-house at Islington, stated that 
Stagg came to his house on Sunday morning, the 26th July, about 
ten or eleren o'clock, and drank a glass of wine; that Stagg's 
horse was in a great perspiration, and Stagg told him (witn^) 
that he had ridden thirtjr miles since daylight. He (Baker) f^ the 
barrel of a gun in a bag in front of the saddle, and asked Stagg ** if 
he took Buen things as that into the bush ? " Stagg replied, " the 
gun belonged to some person in town." Baker then saw Stagg 
ride towards Adelaide, it appeared, farther, that Stagg went to 
Hindmarsh, and from thence into Adelaide, going op Morjdiet 
Street, where he was seen and spoken to by Mr. Forrester, at two 
o'clock or a little after. 

Stagg was afterwards seen about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
on the other side of the bridge by a policemaiu He was riding 
towards North Adelaide, and had a gun under his arm. He weiiS 
afterwards to the gaol, where he stayed about an hour ai^d a half. 
From the evidence produced, it app^red that Stagg rode a different 
horse in the afternoon of Sunday to the one he had in the 
morning. 

Several other persons swore to the intimacy known to exist 
between Stagg and Gofton, and to the fact of Stagg having been 
frequently seen in the neighbourhood of the little para lately, and 
particularly on the Friday before the marder, when the poHoe saw 
nim under suspicions circumstances within a mile of the spot where 
the body was afterwards found ; he had a gun, which he attempted 
to conceal, and said he was looking for horses. 

Staeg, who was present at the inquest in charge of the police, 
gave the jury a most unsatisfactory account of himself as to where 
ne was on the Sunday. He said that on Saturday night he slept 
at Black Joe's (Joseph Hatfield's). He did not know what time he 
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got up, or what time he breakfasted, or what time he went out, 
whether in the morning or in the afternoon. He was riding on 
Oakley's horse at Hindmarsh and Islington, from thence through 
North Adelaide to the gaol ; it was in the afternoon. He had not 
seen Gofton for three weeks past. 

The prisoner attempted to prove an cdihi, and to that end called 
Joseph Hatfield, who swore that Stagg lived at his house ; that he 
slept there on Saturday and Sunday night ; that he breakfasted 
there on Sunday morning, and was in and out of the hoase 
all day ; that he (Hatfield) saw Stagg in the house at nine and 
twelve in the morning ; that he himself went out about nine o'clock 
and returned home about two; that he then saw Stagg in the 
house ; that he went out again, and did not return till the evening, 
when he had sapper and went to bed. . 

Thomas Oakley deposed to having lent Stagg his father's horse 
on Saturday, and its being returned by Stagg on Sunday evening ; 
that Stagg ate a hearty supper of l)eef, bread, and potatoes, and 
went home about seven o'clock. 

During Tuesday the body of Grofton was viewed by a great 
number of persons, and much interest excited to know the result of 
the inquest. On Thursday afternoon the long and painful inquiry, 
before J. W. Nicholls, Esq., and a highly respectable jury, termi- 
nated by their finding a verdict of "Wilful murder" against 
Joseph Stagg, who was accordingly committed to take his trial at 
the next sessions, which took place on the 11th November, 1840, 
at the residence of his Honour Judge Cooper, Whitmore Square, 
which was then used as the Supreme Court for the trial of 
prisoners. 

The preliminaries having been duly gone into, the prisoner, who 
was defended by Mr. Charles Mann, pleaded " Not Guilty." ^ Being 
the first witness called in the case, I was proceeding to give my 
evidence, when an unparalleled and ridiculous incident occurrea, 
which I will endeavour to describe. The room used as the court 
contained two French windows, which opened into the garden, 
the judge's elevated seat being between the two. On the judge's left 
hand, along the side-wall, were the jury. On his right, fronting the 
jury-box, was the prisoner in the dock, with Mr. Ashton, the 
governor of the gaol, standing on his left hand, and opposite the 
witness-box, immediately under the bench, at a large table covered 
with law books, briefs, &c., sat the sherifi^, Mr. Newenham, the 
officers of the court, the Advocate-General, Mr. Charles Mann, the 
counsel for the prisoner, the late Sir James Fisher, Messrs. 
Poulden, Nicholls, and others, and on the floor on the right of the 
bench, were several chairs occupied by Miss Cooper (now Mrs. 
Newenham), Mrs. Walker, and several other ladies. Suddenly, a 
sharp report was heard like that of a pistol or rifle, followed by the 
repeated cries of " He's shot at;" whereupon I drew my sword and 
said, " Where is he ? " and in an instant the foreman of the jury, 
followed by the other eleven, dashed through one glass window 
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into the garden, and the judge, the lawyers and ladies went pell- 
mell through tiie other! One lady, indeed, in the eagerness to 
effect aa exit, was nnceremnnionsly jostled, and fell sprawling on 
the floor, and doubtless retains a vivid remembrance of the occur- 
rence to this day. The people, who occupied every available space 
in the body of tiie court, being equally panic-stricken, rushed ont 
into the street tumnltnously, and in less than five seconds there 
only remained myself, the prisoner, and Mr. Ashton, who I noted 
immediate! r locked the prisoner's left arm within his, and with the 
left hand neld a pistol at his head, who, the while, laughingly 
looked on. Never was such a scene witnessed! It was, at the 
moment of the alarm, generally believed that, being the principal 
witness in the case, a confederate of Stagg's had fired a shot at me 
to prevent mv giving further evidence. 

The actual cause of the commotion and terror after all, was 
simply the snapping of a defective beam through the overcrowded 
state of the room, which was over a cellar, llie bveak, however, 
was quickly made safe by means of supports under the floorii^, 
when confidence was restored, and the trial was )>roceeded wil£. 
The same evidence which was produced at the inquest was again 
repeated, which it would be needless to recapitulate, the following 
additional material facts, however, were deposed : — 

Bihodes, being sworn, stated that he was at the " Black Bull" 
Inn, Hindley Street, on the 27th July, in company with Stagg, 
and had a glass with him, in payment for which he (Stagg) 
tendered a sovereign, and in the course of conversation said, *' Well, 
we have put Gofton afloat at last; " this admission was most con- 
demnatorv, because, the reader will remember, the position of 
Crofton's body when we found it, would in reality be afloat at high 
tide, and most likely have floated off with the ebb. 

Before the closing of the case for the Crown, I respectfully 
.addressed the Bench, and said that a very important matter had 
been inadvertently overlooked, which was that the gun identified as 
Gofton's was still in the same state as when found in the bay, viz., 
loaded. If, therefore, his Honour considered it necessary, I would 
draw the charge P His Honour replied, " Certainly, it must be un- 
loaded. It ought to have been done at the inquest." I then 
proceeded to draw the charge in the presence of the jury and the 
whole court. The first was a piece of newspaper, which I carefully 
spread and smoothed on the table, and then extracted a number of 
slugs, and again drew out another piece of newspaper, which was 
over the powder ; this piece of paper I likewise smoothed out, and 
then taking out of my pocket the piece of newspaper which I 
picked up where I found tne body, the three pieces fittisd together, 
and contained the particulars of Gofton's escax>e from the gaoL 

Mr. Mann, on benalf of the prisoner, then addressed the jury at 
considerable length, and particularly dwelt upon the circumstance 
that no motive had been shown for the murder by the accused. On 
the contrary, it was well-known, and proved that a great intimacy 
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existed between them, and that he had aided and assisted him after 
his escape from prison by supplying him with the necessaries of 
life. Was it likely, therefore, tnat he would have murdered his 
friend? and certainly it could not have been for the sake of 
robbery, as money was found upon his person, &c., &c. All these 
arguments, although ably put, were merely fallacies, because I can 
find several weighty motives for the act, which I will point out. 
Firstly, Stagg was one of the accomplices in the cattle stealing 
affair, and clearly saw there was no possibility of Grofton's escaping 
the police, who were steadily, but surely " running him to earth." 
Secondly, he knew that if he were re-captured and brought to trial, 
evidence would be produced of his having aided the escape from 
gaol, and supplied him with food afterwards in his hiding-place, 
which, being a capital offence, would have resulted in transporta- 
tion to a neighbouring penal settlement, where he would have been 
recognized as a runaway convict, which offence in those days, 
I believe, was death. Thirdly, it was weU known that Best, the 
butcher, and others connected with the cattle-stealers in the Tiers 
and elsewhere, had collected a considerable sum in gold to assist 
Gofton to leave the colony by sea, which amount (said to have been 
400 sovereigns) was sent in a silk purse; but as I found only 
twelve sovereigns and three half-sovereigns, I conclude that 
amount was simply left in it as a blind ; besides, I well remember, 
the purse was mucn worn as if by friction, and having contained 
something weighty ; hence, I contend, it was deemed by the whole 
gang far safer to take Gofton's life than to allow him to fall into 
our hands. 

His Honour then summed up the evidence, and commented ou 
it at some length. The jury having retired for a short time, came 
again into court, and pronounced a verdict of guilty against Stagg. 

His Honour then, after a most solemn and impressive address, 
passed sentei\ce of death in the usual manner, the execution to 
take place on Monday morning, the 16th November, at eight 
o'cloct. He was not executed, however, until Wednesday morning, 
the 18th. 

Before the court broke up, his Honour the Chief Justice called 
upon me to come forward, and said that he had been requested by 
the jury to convey to mCvtheir thanks for the manner in which my 
duty had been performed. He thought also I was well entitled to 
the thanks of tne jury and the whole community. 

The Advocate- Greneral (Mr. Smilie) on behalf of the Crown, 
also bore testimony to the able discharge of my duty. 

The condemned man was then conveyed to'the JSlounted Police 
Barracks in the police cart, under a strong escort ; it being deemed 
a more secure and safe place of confinement than the gaol. In- 
structions also were issued that he was to be visited every night, and 
his irons examined by myself and Inspector Litchfield alternately. 
The first night I perfoi-med tlus unpleasant duty, and the while he 
looked daggers at me, but said not a word. 
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The following night, between twelve and one o'clock, Inspector 
Litchfield visits him, on which occasion he told him to inform me 
that he wished I would keep away from him. In my torn, however, I 
again next night entered the room in which he was confined, and 
caref ally inspected the rivets of his heavv irons, keeping the while 
my finger on the trigger of a pistol I had in my frock-coat pockety 
after which I said, "Stagg, I received yonr message through 
Captain Litchfield, and am surprised that you, having only a short 
time to live in this world, should bear maHce and revenge against 
me, which the message implies. I confess I was hajsty about 
the pistols when you applied for them, but that was entirely 
through your insolent conduct; and as to the evidence I have 
given, and that of others, which was brought to bear against you 
at the trial, you perfectly well know 1 only did my duty, and spoke 
nothing but the truth. I do sincerely hope, therefore, you will 
reflect and be in a better frame of mind when I come again.'' 
He remained silent, however, and did not attempt to offer any 
explanation. 

On the fourth night Litchfield again visited him and inspected 
his shackles, and next morning called at my quarters to say that 
Stagg had requested him to express his regret for his conduct, and 
to say that he desired to see me. I at once crossed the barrack- 
yard, and upon entering the room he frankly acknowledged the 
ill-feeling he had entertained against me, and asked whether I 
would forgive him and shake hands P Having freely compUed, he 
then said, " Will you grant me a favour, Mr. Tolmer P " 

" Certainly," I replied, " if consistent with my duty. What is it, 
Stagg?" 

" It is, sir, that you should read me a chapter in the Bible every 
evening until the last dav." 

I relied I was perfectly agreeable to do so. 

" Thank you," he said. " I have, however, another kindness to 
ask, which is that I may be allowed a glass of brandy every night." 

That also I promised to let him have. 

The following and the succeeding evening, therefore, I took the 
Bible over, and read a chapter, to which he paid great attention, 
and seemed much more cheerful, resigned, and communicative. It 
was then he informed me respectiug the incident about the whistle, 
and my having quickly ridden past Gofton the evening of his escape 
from gaol. 

On the day of execution he was conveyed to the new gaol in the 
police cart, escorted by a body of mounted police under my com- 
mand. Before ascending the scaffold, which was erected in front 
of the gao^ Mr. Ashton (the ffovemor) sent a turnkey with a mes- 
sage from Stagg in effect that he wished to see me. I at once 
Amounted, and entered the apartment in which the sickening 
porocess of pinioning the unfortunate man was being performed. 
Upon perceiving me, he at once said, ** Mr. Tolmer, I did not shoot 
Gofton : but I deserve to die." 
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He showed wonderful nerve to the last, but made no attempt to 
address the assemblage, which was numerous, and apparently died 
withoata stra^le. After hanging the usual timefand certain 
formalities having been complied with, he was buried in the new 
gaol, bein^ the first criminal interred there. 

Some time after the execution of Stagg rumours were current 
that he had died innocently, and that Trooper Lomas was the 
actual murderer. The men in the barracks also made complaints, 
and threatened to resign if he were retained in the force, as it was 
impossible for them to rest at nights, owing to his unnatural 
screams and cries of '* Murder ! " in nis sleep. I at once directed 
Lomas to be brought before me in the office, and told him the com- 
plaint his comrades had made, and as it appeared he could not 
sleep like the rest of the men and disturbed the whole of the bar- 
racks nightly with cries such as were contrary to natare, he must 
leave the force, which he did accordingly. 

What became of him I knew not until some years afterwards, 
when his Honour, Judge Cooper, sent a message requesting to see 
me, with which I immediately complied; and on entering the room 
found him greatly affected, and gathered as the cause that he 
feared he had been instrumental in condemning an innocent man to 
death, as a despatch had been received from the Secretary of State 
intimating that one Lomas (a lunatic), formerly a trooper in the 
Mounted Police of South Australia, had voluntarily confessed to 
having shot John Gofton, for whose murder Joseph Stagg had 
suffered. His Honour, Judge Crawford, was present at this inter- 
view, and I therefore begged permission to recapitulate the strong 
circumstantial evidence upon which Stagg was found guilty, and 
finally suggested the expediency of his Honour, Judge Crawford, 
accompanying Mr. Alford (then inspector) and myself to the spot 
where the body of the murdered man was discovered by us, which 
suggestion bem^ approved of, we accordingly proceeded to the 
locality in question, and after a careful examination the following 
was the result : — 

The distance from the fire outside Eobertson's hut, at which Mr. 
Alford and Dean and the native encamped, was found to be about 
half a mile, and it was thought that if Lomas had shot the deceased 
after he was sent to the Milner estate with orders, they would 
have heard the report of the gun, as the evening was calm and the 
wash of the sea on the beach was distinctly heard, proving that the 
crime must have been committed before their arrival These facts, 
therefore, taken together with the whole of the circumstances con- 
nected with the tragical event, satisfied his Honour indubitably 
liat the self-accusation of Lomas as the murderer was a pure fiction, 
aused by a disordered intellect, and officially reported to the 
Government accordingly. Grave suspicions, nevertheless, pointed 
» him as having been in league witn the gang of cattle-stealers, 

id my firm belief now is that whilst the search was being actively 

^secuted by myself and the police party of which he was one, he 
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was acting the spy, and commnnicatcd with Stagg my intended 
movements, and subsequently shared in the plunder of the gold 
which Gofton was reported to have had at the time of his murder. 
I base this belief on the fact that, some tune after Stagg's execu- 
tion, I was prompted to make inquiries in consequence of the ugly 
rumours then current, and ascertained from Mr. Edward Stephens, 
manager of the Bauk of South Australia, that he deposited a con* 
siderable sum in gold in the bank. Where aud how he obtained 
this money, seeing that as a police trooper he was only in receipt 
of about 5tf. per diem, was never ascertained, as he left the colony. 
In reference to the foregoing, my attention was drawn to a 
narrative which appeared in the Observer of the 21st February, 
1874, entitled " A Strange Story," relative to the murder of an 
escaped prisoner from gaol named John Gofton, for which one 
Joseph Stagg was executed in Adelaide Gnol on the 18th Novem- 
ber, 1840, and the very singular reappearance in this colony of a 
person named J. Benedick Lomas, who arrived by the steamer 
Georgette from Fremantle on the 15th, " He stated he had been 
many years in the neighbouring colony, and was then in the 
employ of the Western Australian Government. His ostensible 
reason for coming he alleged to have been that he might clear 
himself of an imputation which had been allowed to go uncontra- 
dicted for over a quarter of a century, namely, that he murdered a 
man for whose death another person in 1840 suffered the extreme 
penalty of the law. He stated he was the same Trooper Lomas 
who arrested Stagg for the murder, and that he remained in the 
colony with his wife and family for ten years after the execution. 
He then found it necessary to go home to England in reference to 
some property which was his by right, but which was then being 
disputed by his two younger brothers. On going home, he left his 
wife here with three daughters, and he was many years in England, 
as the dispute in which he was a party was made the subject of 
proceedings of great length in the Court of Chancery. While in 
England he alleged he saw a long article in an English paper taken 
from a colonial publication purporting to be a statement that he 
had died a lunatic, and, strange conduct of a lunatic, had confessed 
to being the murderer of Gofton. Lomas also, said the colonial 
extract in the English newspaper, included a sermon preached in 
regard to his death, probablv by some advocate of the abolition of 
capital punishment. He added that he never was in a condition of 
lunacy, and certainly never made a confession : that he went from 
England to Western Australia in 1867, and had been in that colony 
ever since ; that he owned considerable property there, and had 
been recognized by several persons here, two of whom could vouch 
for his never having been out of their sight about the time when 
Gx)fton was shot. He argued that Stagg had a motive for killing 
Gx)fton, as Stagg was mixed up with him in cattle-stealing ; where- 
as he could have had no motive as a police trooper, and particu- 
larly as the money was found on the body when it was discovered^ 
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His reason for coming back to South Australia, he said, was to 
clear his character, as uie authorities of West Australia objected to 
his continuing in the service there as Inspector of Mines while 
such an accusation remained against him uncontradicted. He 
stated that he was then seventy-eight years old, and he had 
a good recollection of dates and persons filling certain positions 
in 1840. His wife and family were still here, never having joined 
him. He alleged that after the murder and the post mortem 
examination, when the body was exhumed, he took from the head a 
piece of paper which fitted into another piece taken from the 
person of Stagg. 

The foregoing statements were simply hallucinations, firstly, 
because no such office existed in Western Australia as Inspector of 
Mines, and secondly, I do not recollect that the body of Gofton 
was exhumed, and that he took from the head a piece of paper 
which fitted into another piece taken from the person of Stagg, 
because if it had been so, now is it he did not communicate the 
fact, and ^ve it in evidence at the trial. 

In its issue of April 17th, 1874, the Kapund Herald says: 
Impressed by a desire to find out some particulars as to the history 
of Mr. Lomas, whose " strange story " was a seven days' wonder in 
the metropolis some time ago, we caused inquiries to be instituted 
in Western Australia, as the result of which, the following infor- 
mation has been received from a thoroughly reliable source:— 
'* You ask about old Lomas. I could not help being amused at 
what a stir a harmless old lunatic can make even in such a wide- 
awake community as that of South Australia. Lomas arrived 
here from England as a convict. It is reported that he had been 
recently transported to Tasmania, and having returned to England 
before the expiration of his time, was again arrested and sent here. 
He was for some time an inmate of the lunatic asylum, but 
becoming better was discharged — since then he has led an erratic 
life — quite harmless, and yet quite wrong in his head. For some 
time past he has been living on Kottness Island (the pilot-station), 
where the authorities assisted him to build a small hut and gave 
him some rations. He fenced in some ground and grew vegetables. 
He could not have been so very soft, as he managed there to scrape 
together about 11 L, with which he got away by the Georgette, 
He is evidently a man who has seen better days, and several here 
have been very kind to him. He was frequently over in Perth, 
and Grovemor Wild used (from his private purse, of course,) to allow 
him snuff for his own consumption. I have been told he was 
always talking of going to Soutn Australia, and even volunteered 
to walk over with Forrest when he went round via Enela. With 
respect to his being insi>ector of mines, I need hardly say that no 
sucn office exists here. What may explain this hallucination is the 
fact of his having once started on his own account to walk to the 
Irvine River, when it was reported gold had been discovered there, 
llie poor old fellow knocked up at Victoria Plains, and after fruit- 



172 REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTURO US 

less attempts to obtain work (for no one cared to employ a lunatic) 
he found nis war back to Perth, and was allowed to locate himself 
at Bottness. His talk about his family in South Australia used 
to be looked upon here as part of his hallucination, but it seems 
from the report in your paper to have some foundation in fact. I 
expect his real state will have been found out ere this; indeed, 
your city correspondent seemed to have discovered it when he last 
wrote about Lomas." 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Resignation of Mr. Main waring as Inspector of Mounted Police and appoint- 
ment of Mr. David Gordon as his successor — Gordon's death — The 
wreck of the Maria — Murder of the passengers and crew — Parsoit of 
the murderers — Emu oil — On the trail — The prisoners — The sentence 
and execution — More bodies found — Controversy on the subject. 

Upon the resignation of Mr. Main waring on the 30th Julv, 1840, 
Mr. David Gordon was appointed Sub-Inspector of Mounted Police. 
He had served in India, and held the rank of lieutenant and 
adjutant in her Majesty's 4th Light Dragoons, but returned to 
England invalided. 

There is a spice of romance in Gordon's history which I gathered 
from him and will relate. His father and mother died when he 
was of early age, but he was adopted by a rich uncle, who had him 
educated, and sabsequently purchased a commission for him in the 
above regiment. When in India Gordon corresponded regularly 
with his benefactor, with whom he was a great favourite, and 
whose large fortune he was led to believe he would inherit at his 
death ; gradually, however, his uncle's letters became less and less 
regular, and at last dropped altogether, although he continued to 
write to him couched in tne most affectionate terms and expressing 
surprise at his silence; this was the state of things when ne went 
homo, and on his arrival in England was astounded to learn that his 
relative was dead, and by his will had bequeathed the whole of his 
fortune to a cousin and other distant relatives, leaving him out 
entirely. He therefore surmised, and with just reasons, that his 
cousin had been poisoning the ear of his uncle, and had purposely 
intercepted his letters. 

While wandering about the London Docks one day despondingly 
and almost unable to realize his sad reverse of fortune, he met 
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Captain Frome, formerly Surveyor-General here, with whom he 
had been previously acquainted, and upon hearing his melaucholy 
tale, advised him to sell his commission and emigrate to South 
Australia, and engage a passage in the same vessel in which 
himself, Mrs. Frome, and her sister Miss Light, had taken cabins ; 
the result was, that with6ut giving the matter a second thought, 
he at once seized the occasion, and there and then went on board 
the vessel with his friend, and secured a passage. 

Poor Gordon, he was a universal favourite, and much esteemed 
by all who knew him, and during the eight years we were together 
in the mounted police we never had a cross or angry word. Never 
have I, in my existence, grieved and lamented so much the death 
of any friena, as I did his. For some years before his death he 
slept m the office at the barracks, and had his meals at a lodging- 
house kept by a Mrs. Martin, in Grenfield Street ; but about the 
time of his last illness, he removed there altogether. During the 
time we were associated together, I have repeatedly insisted doing 
double duty in the bush, on account of his delicate state of health. 
On one occasion I had just returned home, after an absence of 
some length at Port Lincoln, when fresh outrages were reported to 
have been committed by the blacks in that district, which necessi- 
tated another party of police being despatched thither immediately, 
and should willingly have agam gone with the police, but he 
insisted upon going himself. I tried hard, however, to dissuade 
him, and impressed upon him that with the iron constitution 
such as I possessed, it did me no harm, whereas if he went he must 
necessarily be exposed to hardships and the inclemency of the 
weather at that particular time of the year, which would be the 
death of him. S^o arguments, however, I employed to deter him 
had any effect, and accordingly he accompanied the party ; but 
when he returned to Adelaide, he took to his bed and never again 
rallied. As often as my duties permitted, I visited him at his 
lodgings. My wife, also, I remember, used to make him custards 
and suchlike, which my eldest boy used to take to him from the 
barracks, when he would say, " Ah, Alec, that will stick to my ribs." 
Having heard one morning that he was much worse, I went at 
once to see him, and remained until he breathed his last in my 
arms. His complaint was dropsy. 

I wrote immediately to the Commissioner of Police (Captain 
Dashwood), announcing poor Gordon's death; and in reply re- 
ceived a cold, heartless note, to the effect that he was sorry to hear 
of his demise, but as Gordon had no means, the funeral was to be 
conducted with as little expense as possible. Determined, however, 
that he should not be buried like a pauper, I at once headed a sub- 
scription list, and appealed to the members of the mounted police 
to contribute, to which they heartily responded. The result was, 
that a vault was built in the West Terrace cemetery, in which his 
coffin was deposited, and a handsome monument erected over it, 
with the following inscription : — 
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TO THE HEUOBT OP 

DAVID GOBDON, ESQ., 

Inspector of Mounted Police, 

Who departed this life 

February 21st, 1849, 

Aged 36 years. 

This monumeDt was erected by the officers and men of the Mounted 

Police, as a mark of their esteem. 

This respected officer served eleven years in India 

as lieutenant and adjutant 

in the 4th Light Dragoons. 

On Sunday, July 26th, 1840, an express arrived from Encounter 
Bay, from Captain Nixon and William McFarlane, Sergeant of 
Pouce, bringing intelligence obtained from the natives of a vessel 
being wrecked on the coast to the eastward, and the crew and 
passengers, or some of them, having been murdered by the blacks 
in that quarter. 

In consequence of the above information. Captain (now Admiral) 
PuUen was despatched by the Government to Encounter Bay, 
from whence a whale-boat was transported to the Goolwa. Tfia 
boat's crew started the same morning from Adelaide in two light 
carts, and joined him at the latter river, and thence proceeded 
down the south-eastern branch to investigate the truth of the 
statements of the natives. It is to this shipwreck that the follow- 
ing correspondence refers : — 

" Colonial Secretarr's Office, 

" AuguBt bth, 1840. 

** The Governor has directed the following report from Mr. Pullen 
to be inserted in the Governrnent Gazette, for public information. 
In reference to it, his Excellency considers it of importance to 
remark that the tribe of natives by which the murder described by 
Mr. Fallen appears to have been committed is not connected with 
the tribes with which the colonists are in familiar intercourse. 
Prom the first discovery of the province, this tribe, inhabiting to 
the south-eastward of the Goolwa and sea-mouth of the Murray, 
has been little known, and when known has been remarkable for 
its ferocity. The Government will immediately take active measures 
for further investigating this case, in order, if possible, to discover 
the individuals by whom the murder was committed. 

" By his Excellency's command, 
** Geobge Hall, 
J " Acting Colonial Secretary." 

" Adelaide, Attgust llth, 1840. 

" Sm, — I have the honour to report to you for his Excellency's 
information, my return from Encounter Bay ; and by way of more 
fully explaining my proceedings, I forward you my journal :— 

** Tuesday, 2Sth Juh/. — At eight o'clock this morning saw the 
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dray off for tlie elbow of the lower Murray, intending it to call at 
Freeman's Nob, for the purpose of picking up the boat which was 
to be pulled there by a party of natives, the only crew I could 
muster. 

**A little before they started it came on to blow fresh from 
N.W., and gradually increased, so much so that on shoving o£E I 
found the natives, with all their exertions, made no headway. 
My only alternative was to recall the dray, which I overtook 
about half-way to the Kob, turned it about, and by half-past 
eleven we were again on our way to the elbow, where we arrived 
at 3 p.m., the party from town having just arrived before us. 
There we remained for the night. 

" Wednesday i 29<A. — Mustered the party, consisting of Bichard 
Penny, Esq., surgeon to the fisheries, who, on my arrival at the 
Bay, offerea his services, which I gladly accepted ; a crew of five 
men, oi^e policeman, three natives — Bob, Charley, and Peter — 
with myself, making in all eleven. 

" At first I intended taking only two natives, but hearing that 
Peter had been far down the eastern branch, I included him in 
the party. By eight the boat was loaded, when we started with a 
good breeze from the N.W., following the channel to southward 
of the isle. At five we landed on the land side, having made 
about twenty miles. We should have got much further. But had 
no sails, and there being so many shoals to haul the boat over, 
our progress was necessarily impeded. 

" ITitirsday, SOth, — Shoved off at eight with a light north-west 
breeze, with a blanket and rug belonging to the doctor for a sail. 
10.30. — ^Peter, one of the natives, said he was told that some of 
the whites were murdered at a spot on the land side we were now 
abreast of. Hauled in, landed, and after an hour's search with no 
success we again shoved off. 12.30. — Peter pointed out the spot 
near which the murder was committed on the coast. We landed, 
not being now far from the wreck of the Fanny ; I determined on 
sending the boat along with three men, the remaiader, with myself, 
to walk. After a good look round, walked over to the beach, and 
before proceeding I divided the party, having one on the sand-hills, 
and the doctor and myself being on the beach, so that nothing might 
escape. We had not proceeded far when the middle party hailed 
us ; and on reaching where they were, the sight I witnessed was 
truly horrible. There were legs, arms, and portions of bodies 

SartiaUy covered with sand. In one place was a body with the 
esh completely off the bones, with the exception of the hands and 
feet. The feehngs of the parties looking on were apparently the 
same — ^horror sat on every countenance. Sad and sorrowful as 
was the task, we determined on burying them in something like 
decency. The boat was stopped, and a snade procured, when 
after digging a deep grave, we disinterred all there were. Out of 
one hole we took four bodies — ^two males, one a large and 
powerfully-made man, with grey hair, one woman apparently young, 
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and a female child of about ten years old. The skeleton was a 
female. Two male children, one aoont fifteen, the other ten^K)ne 
with red, the other dark-brown hair — were found in separate 
holes ; and at a little distance, completely alone, a female infant 
with very light hair. Both the women were married, one of the men 
handing me their weddiug-rings. The bodies were in a complete 
state of nudity, and dreacuully bruised about the face and head. 

" All tracks were completely obliterated, with the exception of a 
few native tracks, and those very faint, and there were no signs by 
which we could trace from whence they came. This sorrowful 
business occupied us till four o'clock, and glad were we when it 
was over. We again embarked, and by dark got within eight 
miles of the wreck of the Fanny, 

** Friday, 31«^. — Shoved off, pulled about two miles down, towards 
the wreck of the Fanny; then landed, and proceeded over the 
beach ; at eleven we reached the wreck, and from it saw several 
natives a-head of us. We tried hard to get up with them, but 
they must evidently have seen us, not allowing us to near them. 
At last we gave it up, and in crossing over to the boat, on reaching 
the summit of a slignt eminence just below us I saw two women. 
The moment they saw us they set up such a yell of fear that the 
natives who were with us and were a little behind, were rather 
startled; however, with the assistance of Feter, we managed to 
pacify them. They seemed perfectly conscious of what we wanted, 
and told us there was no wreck, but that the party, some of whom 
had died further down, had crossed over to the beach from the 
overland tracks, a long way from the spot we were now at. Three 
of the party — two men and one woman — had again crossed to the 
land by the Islands, and were there murdered, at the spot we 
had unsuccessfully searched on the morning of the 30th, and the 
party whose bodies we had found were killed by a tribe not now far 
from us. After reaching the boat a small party of natives made 
their appearance, and their information perfectly agreed with that 
given by the women. We started again, and on just arriving at 
the camping-place, it being nearly dark, a great many natives made 
their appearance, at the same time keeping at a respectful distance. 
It was dark when we landed, having had a great many shoals to 
haul over, so that we did not make any great distance this afternoon. 

" Saturday y August 1«<. — After breakfast we shoved across to the 
sand-hills, where there were a great many natives assembled in 
separate groups. Many of thembad blankets and pieces of apparel 
about them. It was some time before they would come near us, and 
even then they invariably threw off what clothing they had on. 
From the silence of this party when questioned respecting the 
mnrder, their apparent uneasiness at our presence, more especially 
when I began to search the pockets of a shooting-coat and a sailor's 
Flushing jacket, worn by two of the party, and the covering of a 
woman's bonnet, I was confident we were among the guilty parties, 
and if looks were a sufficient condemnation, there were two who were 
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certainly possessed of such, for without exception they were the 
most yiUainons-looking characters I ever saw. After many fruit- 
less attempts at gaining information, we again shoved off, proceed- 
ing through the channel between the islands and sand-hills. At 
10.30, we again landed and walked over to the beach. From one of 
the highest sand-hills and with a clear horizon we coald see nothing. 
On returning we encountered several natives, who did not appear 
alarmed at seeing us, but followed us to the boat, where three of 
them, old men, remained until we shoved off. One of them, the 
most aged of the three, had on a woman's shawl and his constant 
answer to our questions as to where he got it was to point to the 
beach. With Peter's assistance (being the only one of the three 
natives with us who could talk to them) and a little patience, we 
learned that these old men had conducted the party, to about two 
miles above where we were now, from a lon^ way to the southward, 
catching fish for them, and assisting them m various ways. As a 
reward this shawl had been given to them. They positively affirm 
that there is no wreck, but that the party came from the overland 
track. They differ with respect to the number the other tribes 
have given us. They say fourteen, three of whom crossed by the 
islands to the land side. What with the time we spent with the 
large tribe and these old men, we did not make a long stage. 
Before leaving, I left a note with them, with directions (whicb they 
promised faithfully to perform) if they met any more white people 
to take care of them, and detain them amongst them until I re- 
turned, as it was my intention to walk as far down the beach as I 
possibly could when I found we could get no further with the boat, 
the spot at which I expected to leave her being now close at hand. 

" Sunday f 2nd. — Obliged to haul the boat up to-day before 
proceeding to repair a damage sustained in the dray ; however, with 
the assistance 01 a strong north-west breeze, 12.30, we landed on 
the sand-hill, this being the farthest spot we could take the boat, 
Walked over to the beach, and on looking about, picked up a blue 
cap. I saw a great many footsteps, the impressions very faint and 
imperfect. At intervals for a considerable distance, along the 
coast, we found several spars and planks, stuck on end in the sand, 
apparently intended as marks, for from what little I know of the 
native character, I should not sa^ they were placed there by them. 
One we took out, I do not think it had been long in that position. 
Returned to the boat, and found that the men left there nad been 
successful in their search for water. 

*' Monday, Zrd. — ^At eight o'clock left the boat with the doctor, two 
natives, and three men, leaving the remainder in charge of the 
boat. EacH of us was provided with a day's provisions. Com- 
menced our walk down the beach, and at 11.30 fell in with a large 
and heavy boat, which must have been on shore a long time. Two 
p.m., fell in vrith a whale-boat, mast stepped, and apparently not 
on shore a very long time, a few yards from her four oars were 
lying. . From this pace we walked five miles further down, and 
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finding the party, from tbe distance we Had walked and the ground 
we had gone over in search of water, were completely knocked np, 
i resolved to retnm« At 5.20, we fonnd a native weu, and stopped 
for the night. 

' As far down as the whale-boat, we occasionaU j fell in with fisunt 
tra'cks, spars and planks on end as before. After leaving her, 
nothing of the sort was seen anywhere, and from the condition in 
which she was I should say the party escaped in her from a vessel 
either fonndered or burnt at sea. The natives saying they came 
overland is snch an improbability, especially with women and chil- 
dren, that I did not give it much attention. There might be a 
wreck much further down the coast than we could reach, from 
which they mi^ht have got into the overland tracks (not far from 
the sea some distance down), and again crossed over to the beach, 
near the boat. This is the only way I can account for their coming 
from these tracks. 

" Tuesday, Uh, — At eleven o'clock we commenced our march, back; 
after a painf ol and heavy walk, at three o'clock we reached the boat. 
From tne coxswain who was in charge during my absence,! learned 
that thcnr had been visited by a party of natives from the south- 
ward; tney knew nothing of the wreck, but on following up the 
coast they saw a whale-boat, and offered to take him to her, they 
also saw tracks of white men leading up the coast directly from 
her, and very soon after fell in with oars, ran them up to the boat^ 
and on seeing tbe party, approached them fearlessly. Soon after 
our return one of the same party came again to us ; he said the 
party had come from the overland track, and the whale-boat was 
left on the beach a long time ago by five men who had found their 
way to Adelaide. This man could not give us any account as to 
the number who came from the overland route, nor had he seen 
them himself, the information he got from some of the women of 
his tribe. We found a sailor's knite, and a pair of mittens, and on 
askiuj^ where he got them from, he pointed to the tribe above; this 
was invariably tne answer of most of those who had anything 
amongst them likely to belong to the party killed, and apparently 
given them by the murderers as an inducement to silence. 

" Wed/rheaday, bth. — Eight o'clock a.m., shov^ off on our return. 
Wind strong against us, with a nasty sea on. After pulling hard till 
two p.m., and making but little way, wind still increasing, landed. 
During the night we had heavy rain accompanied with thunder 
and lightning. 

*' Thti/rsday, (Uh — ^Blowing hard from the westward with heavy 
squalls, accompanied with rain and hail, towards night occasion- 
ally veering to S.S.W. 

''Frida/u, 7<^.--Fresh breeze from S.S.W.,with dark threatening 
weather ; landed where we had left the note with the old men, they 
were all away but the eldest, who brought us the note, which he had 
caref Tilly stowed away in a comer of his hut, wrapped up in a tuft of 
grass* From him we learned nothing more ; leit with him a good 
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supply of onr biscuit, being tbe only thing we bad remaining, and 
not in the best condition from the wet. I landed at the beginning 
of the narrow channel ; all natives away, they not appearing to 
like our company, and kept wide of us. o.20 landed for the night. 
Provisions all out. 

" Saturday, ^th, — Shoved off; fortunately we picked up three 
swans, so we are in no danger of starving. At one we landed on the 
side where the party were murdered, who had crossed by the islands. 
Two natives came to us and said it was not the place, but from 
their hesitation and wishing not to co away, I was certain they 
were deceiving us. I asked them to show us the spot, they declined 
on the plea of its being a long way off. We had a long search, but 
were unsuccessful. I now walked to the northward, and after get- 
ting about half a mile, saw the lake in which I had been some 
months ago, from where I left the boat in a direct line on a N.N.E. 
course, it could not be more than a mile from water to water down 
as far as it extended, being at least eight miles from where we were, 
making the dividing land between it and the south-east branch a 
peninsula, from the imperfect view I got of it, not more than a mile 
m breadth. Returned to the boat, embarked by dark, landed about 
twenty-five miles below the elbow. 

" Stmday, 9th. — By dint of hard pulling reached the elbow about 
6.50 p.m. Immediately went to Encounter Bay, which place I left 
on Tuesday morning, 7.30, and arrived at Adelaide at five the same 
evening. While at Encounter Bay, I heard that the whale-boat we 
saw on the beach had been left there by a party of men who had left 
Mr. Wright employed nt Rivoli Bay, getting the wreck of the 
Elizabeth off. Now, from the state in which I found the boat- 
parts of her bottom boards torn up, pieces of shingle used as thole 
pins, mast stepped, and the oars — not whale-boat's but completely 
ship's oars — I should hardly think Mr. Wright's men would have left 
to come up the coast in such a state as to require the bottom boards 
being broken up for tholes, when they would have got them before 
leavmg Rivoli Bay. Again, the oars would hardly have remained 
where we found them, if they had been left so long a time, 
as it must be since those men came up, the tide would have 
swept them away. It is still my opinion they have either come 
on shore in tiie boat, or got into the overland tracks a long way 
down the coast. In conclusion, I beg to say, that if his Excd^ency 
should feel at all inclined to prosecute the search further, I am 
perfectly ready to start immediately. 

** I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" W. J. S. PULLBN. 

" The Hon, the Colonial Secretary." 

On the day foUowiug (12th August) his Excellency the Governor 
specially called the council together, and laid the above report before 
all the members present. His Honour the Judge, who attended 
by particxdar request, and the Advocate-General^ declared their 
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oxnnions tliat tHe crimes in qnestion were beyond the reach of the 
OTdinary British law, and tniat it was imperative that retribution 
shoold be inflicted. Whereupon his Ezcellencjistnied the following 
instructions to Major 0*Halloran, the Commissioner of Police, viz. : — 

<< Melaide, 14th Angust, 1840. 
" You will proceed with the party described in the margin, to 
Hie elbow of the Goolwa, by such routes as you shidl judge 
expedient. 

*' You will make arrangements that two boats fihall be placed on 
the river, with provisions and neccessaries on board for your whole 
party for fourteen days. You will have at least seven days' pro- 
visions in addition, in charge of a foot police party at the elbow. 

" The object of ^our expedition is to apprehend, and bring to sum- 
mary justice, the ringleaders in the muraer, or any of the murderers 
(in all not to exceed three), of eight or more white persons, some of 
whose bodies were found about n)urteen days since, about nineteen 
miles to the south-eastward of the sea mouth of the Groolwa or 
Murray. 

" To this end, your first object should be, if possible, to make 
prisoners the whole number congregated with the morderers. 

*' It is of very great importance tioat, if possible, in effecting this 
portion of the duty, no blood should be shed, or violence shown or 
encountered. The future effect of the expedition on the minds and 
conduct of the natives, will certainly be much more beneficial if the 
murderers can be captured without bloodshed. 

'* This, however, will probably be the most difficult part of your 
duty, and if, in the execution of it, you are really compelled to 
abandon temperate measures, and to resort to those of extreme force 
against the whole tribe, you will not be held blamable. Your 
duty is to capture the murderers, and this object must be effected, 
if they faU within your reach. 

** You will most carefully and distinctly explain to all friendly 
natives, that your warfare is not with any but the tribe by which 
the murder was committed, and even to this tribe you will, if 
opportunity permits, explain as distinctly (which, from the distance 
at which their weapons take effect, you will probably be able to do, 
even should they be in hostility with you), tnat, if thev will deliver 
up the marderers, your aggression against all others snail cease. 

*' The horses should with the greatest care be kept out of sight 
until the last moment. This may be effected by sending then along 
the sea-beach, not allowing any to rise the sand-hills. 

" When the prisoners are taken, you will proceed deliberately and 
with all suitable form to discover who were the persons actually 
concerned in the murder. You will take every reasonable method 
of exhibiting to your own party and to all the blacks present, that 
your inquiry is deliberate, and conducted on principles of the 
strictest justice. 

" When to your own thorough conviction you shall have identi- 
fied any number not exceeding three of the actual murderers, you will 
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distinctly point ont sncli men and require the deliberate opinions 
of Mr. Pnllen, Captain Nixon, and the Encounter Bay blacks, con- 
cerning their guilt, and you will make a note of those opinions as 
to guilty or not guilty, for the information of the Governor. 

" You will, however, act upon your own single deliberate judg- 
ment* 

" Should your mind become satisfied of the guilt as to actual 
participation in the murder of any number not exceeding three, you 
will, if possible, move the whole tribe in your power to the spot at 
which the murder was committed. You will there explain to the 
blacks the nature of your conduct, and the orders you have received 
from the Governor, and you will deliberately and formally cauBe 
sentence of death to be executed by shooting or hanging, upon 
the convicted murderers not exceeding three, as above described. 

"You will then cause your party to return to its different 
stations. 

" Should you not be able to succeed in capturing any blacks 
against whom you can obtain evidence satisfactory to yourself, you 
will arrange your movements so as to return by the time that your 
provisions are exhausted. 

" The whole party engaged in the expedition is placed under 
your absolute command. You will be careful to maintain strict 
discipline in it, especially as regards the natives and their 
women. 

" For so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant, 

" George Gawler, 

" Governor — South Australia. 

" By His Excellency's Command, 
"George Hall, 
" Acting Colonial Secretary." 

It will be seen by Captain Pullen*s report that, although he was 
certain of a wreck naving occurred somewhere along the coast, and 
the crew and passengers having been massacred, he was not aware 
the name of the vessel was the brigantine 3fana, which fact was 
subsequentiy ascertained by Major O'HaUoran and party. 

The Maria left Port Adelaide on the 7th June, 1840, bound for 
Hobart Town. The whole of the passengers by the vessel were Mr. 
and Mrs. Denham and family (three boys and two girls), George 
Young Green and wife, Thomas Daniel and wife, Mrs. York, Mrs. 
Smith, James Strutt, a servant of Mr. Denham's, and Mr. Murray. 
Mr. Denham and Mrs. York were brother and sister, and cousins to 
Captain Hurst of the A^enoriu, Mrs. York had an infant child 
with her when she left. Mrs. Smith was the wife of Captain Smith, 
commander of the Maria, Mr. Murray was a young man, a brother 
of Mrs. Thomas Shepherd, who was about to sail for India, in the 
Fairlie, The number of passengers was therefore sixteen, includ- 
ing the children. Besides Captain Smith and the mate, there were 
eight men and boys of the crew ; so that there must have been 
about twenty- six people on board. 
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Upon receipt of the foregoing instructions, Major 0'Hd.lloran 
promptly issued orders for me to see tliat all the available men were 
properly equipped and supplied with ammunition, Ac, readj to 
start at a moment's notice. 

Accordingly, early on the 15th Au^st, I left the barracks in 
command of about twenty troopers, with directions to proceed via 
Willunga and meet the Maior, Captains Fullen and Nixon, and Mr. 
Charles Bonney at the elbow of the Murray, on the 16th. A 
corporal and two men were specially told o£E to be left there to form 
a permanent police-station. 

Nothing of any moment occurred during the journey, except that 
I seyerely sprained the thumb of my right hand, thus : npon ap- 
proaching tne police-station at Willunga, my horse, " Buclsf oot,'* 
which I haye before described as being of high temperament, wa« 
very restive, refused to walk quietly, and made persistent attenrpts 
to bolt, notwithstanding my coaxing. At last, feeling annOyed!^at 
the circumstance, 1 struck nim a blow on the head with my fist, 
which caused the injury in question. I felt greatly distressed at 
the untoward accident, Because it would diBabfe me from using my 
sword. That evening, however, a person named Taylor recom- 
mended me to apply emu oil, as an emollient, which I did, and when 
three days afterwards I was amongst the hostile tribe of blacks, 
the fibres of the thumb were again naturally relaxed and pain- 
less. 

I have had occasion in afber-life to use emu oil for rheumatism 
and contracted muscles brought on by exposure, with wondrous 
effect, but when I have recommended its eincacy to others, I have 
invariably been met by the senseless objection that it " rotted the 
bones." If such had been its effect, botn my arms would not have 
stood the haDd-to-hand fights and hard knocks 1 have had in 
capturing bush-rangers ana other like ruffians during my career in 
South Australia. Again as to its efficacy, if a small quantity is 
mixed with some other kind of oil and applied to the hair which 
may be falling off, it will renew its growth surprisingly. 

At certain seasons of the year the emu is very fat, and when 
killed the oil is obtained by frying the fat in a pot, which, however, 
has a most offensive smell, but 1 have no doubt that if properly 
purified and scented, &c., it would be as much famed as Kowland^ 
Macassar. 

We reached the elbow of the Murray early next day, where we 
found everything prepared to make a final start for the scene of 
the murders. A capacious and stroDg built ship's boat had been 
procured from Encounter Bay, in which all the stores for the ex- 
pedition were carefully stowed, consisting of bags of flour, several 
casks of salt pork, two or three bags of sugar, a chest of tea, a 
small cask of rum, two dead sheep ready for immediate use, and 
two live ones, cooking utensils, axes, &c., <&c. All these had been 
brought to the Goolwa by the late Eev. Mr. Newland, in a bulloick- 
dray, which he himself drove. 
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On the morning of the 18tb we started towards the Murray 
month, Captain Pullen's crew in the whale-boat, having in tow the 
heavily laden ship's boat with the stores. On reaching the month, 
the rather difficult operation, owing to the strong current, of 
swimming the horses across the river commenced, of n^ich, at Major 
0*Halloran's request, I took the management, having had ex- 
perience at such work in Portugal. Having first ordered each 
trooper to unsaddle, I then directed the bridles to be left on^ but 
the reins to be carefully tied over the neck to prevent the animals' 
getting entangled when swimming, each tether-strap also was to 
remain fixed round the neck, but the rope loosened. These pre- 
liminaries having been attended to, I seized hold of the first horse's 
tether and stepped into the boat in readiness and quickly pushed 
off a short distance from the bank, until the horse was fairly driven 
into the water, whereupon I rapidly overhauled the tether until I 
had the animaUs head firmly secured over the boat's gunwale, and 
then ordered the men to pull gently, so as not to distress the 
horse. 

Each trooper, to whom a horse belonged, also crossed at the same 
time with his saddle, &c., so as to be in readiness to take charge of 
him on landing. Some of the horses, however, proved very stubborn, 
and gave considerable trouble, as they refused to make the least 
attempt to swim, but immediately lay on their sides helplessly-— 
however, by retaining a strong hold of the head and directing tho 
crew to pull quickly, the passage was safely effected. The whole 
number of horses, about twenty-five, were thus crossed without 
accident, but it necessarily occupied a considerable time, and it was 
late in the day when we formed our first camp in a small village 
among the sand-hills, in which, fortunately, we found some excel'^ 
lent water in a native well and plenty of grass of a coarse kind, 
which nevertheless the horses seemed to like. 

Being then in the country of the hostile tribe and not many miles 
distant from where the poor castaways had been massacred, it was 
deemed expedient to have sentries placed in Qpmmanding positions; 
accordingly a night guard was told off for the purpose. Shortly 
after everything had been made snug round the camp for the night, 
we were joined by Captain Pullen, wno informed Major O'Halloran 
that he hud not been able to bring up the ship's boat, as she had 
grounded on a sand-spit owing to the falling of the tide, and her 
drawing so much water, but that he had taken precautionary 
measures by leaving a man in charge with strict instructions not 
to ^o to sleep, but watch the rising tide and drop anchor when 
again afloat. About midnight, however, the whole camp was 
aroused by the man in question rushing amongst us divested of aH 
his garments except his shirt, with the doleful tidings that having 
unfortunately fallen asleep through over-fatigue, he was suddenly 
awoke by a noise like thunder, caused by the heavy surf and the 
pitching and tossing of the boat, as she was fiyin^ through the 
Murray mouth — whereupon, he instantly threw off his clothes and 
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jumped into the breakers and managed with great difficu] 
reacn the shore. 

This, indeed, was an untoward misfortune and miscarriage 
commissariat department, because such a casualty never 
moment was anticipated, and we were left entirely withoa 
visions of any kind, as everything was in the unlucky boat, * 
would at least occupy three or four days to replace; nowever, 
was no help for it, but patiently to await the morning and see 
that would bring forth. 

At daybreak, every one in camp was astir, and anzio 
find out whether anything could be seen of the boat, and f 01 
purpose we ascended the high sand-hill known as Barker J 
looking north and south. The sight was impressive, nothing 
be seen but repeated lines of rollers six or eight feet high, 
and breaking upon the beach with fuiy and with a conti 
deafening roar ! As our eyes got accustomed to the sight, 
ever, we discerned through the haze at a considerable distan 
the missing ship*s boat high and dry on the sandy beach, a 
intervals of from fifty to five hundred yards were also seen b 
flour and other stores, but as it would have been perfect ma 
to have gone out of the Murray mouth and attempted to crosE 
fearful walls of foam and land where the stranded boat and 
were lying, several troopers, under my charge, were subseqi 
landed on the Goolwa side of the river, with instructions to r< 
ship's boat across the sandy flat and re-launch her int 
Murray, and likewise collect all the stores which had been w 
on shore. 

I found that the bags of flour were hardly damaged, as tl 
water had only penetrated about half an inch, and formed a 1 
outside cake; the casks of pork, however, were nowhere 
found, and must have sunk in deep water. The tea and suj 
course was rendered perfectly useless, and left on the beach. 

In consequence of the two live sheep having had their legi 
when the boat got adrift they were drowned ; the two sheep, 
ever, which had been killed for immediate use were quite free 
good, and none the worse for the soaking in salt water. The 
cask of rum also had been washed on shore, and was uninju 

The exertion of turning over and over that heavy boat, a dii 
of at least haK a mile, proved very fatiguing and exhai 
especially on account of having been all day without food (a 
I felt it so) and as there was no fresh water obtainable, I brc 
the rum cask and gave each man a small quantity, wh 
afterwards regretted doing, because it had the effect of part 
toxication. 

In consequence of the unfortunate loss of the greater part 
provisions. Major O'Halloran despatched Captein Pullen : 
whale-boat to the Goolwa for a fresh supply, which he obtains 
returned to our camp on the evenicg of Fnday, 21st August 

On the following morning we made an early start, the 



I 
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havip^ previously issTied orders for the guidance of eacli party. 
Captain Fnllen was to keep up witli the boats and communicate 
with the land party whenever he saw any natives. We made very 
little progress, however, that day, only about twelve miles, as the 
wind was adverse and much time and labour was occupied in tow- 
ing the cumbersome ship's boat. No natives were seen by either 
party during the day, although signal fires were frequent. 

Sunday, 23rd. — We again started very early this morning and 
extended, as on the previous day, from the Coorong to the sea beach 
which, on an average, is about a mile in width, and about midday 
we observed a number of blacks along the coast, two or three miles 
ahead, and at once gave chase. As we neared them they took to 
the sand-hills, which rise in that locality to a great height — some 
of them being from three hundred to four hundred feet high, afford- 
ing concealment amongst the bushes, which in some places grow in 
dense clusters in the valleys. Upon reaching the summit of one 
of these sand-hills, I perceived a party of natives (men, women, and 
children) running to conceal themselves in a thicket at the bottom. 
My horse, which had been bolting off and on since the morning, 
again started like mad down the almost perpendicular hill, and 
made straight for the bush in question, and although I tried to 
stop him for the purpose of making prisoners of the blacks, it was 
utterly beyond tlj power. When within a few yards of the bottom 
of the hill, I rammed the spurs into him to clear the thicket and 
make sure of his footing, as another sand-hill, equally steep, rose 
abruptly from the other side. I had, however, miscalculated the 
distance, and although he made a desperate effort to clear the bush 
he came down crushingly on the fugitives, some of whom must have 
been seriously iniured and probably killed, as I heard deep groans 
and hideous yells, which redoubled the fright of my already un- 
manageable cnarger, and I did not succeed m pulling him up for 
some time afterwards. 

Upon looking about, I found I was considerably in advance of 
the Major and party, and retraced my steps a couple of miles or so, 
and met several troopers with a number of captives of both sexes, 
and among them were the natives I had missea. Some were limp- 
ing and apparently in great bodily pain, and as I rode up they 
exhibited the greatest fear and terror at the sight of my horse. 
For many years afterwards the " Big Murray Tribe " had a salu- 
tary dread of this horse, and when duty from time to time after- 
wards called me into the neighbourhood of the Coorong, the natives 
would stealthily approach the animal and have a long confab about 
his qualities, and before dispersing would invariably remark, " My 
word. Mutter Tolmer, him big one jump." 

We returned to camp late in the evening, having ridden a con- 
siderable distance, some of the horses being pretty well knocked up 
on account of the heavy sand and the pace we kept up. The result of 
that day's proceedings was the capture by the land and boat party 
of thirteen men, two lads, and about fifty women and children. 
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Without exception, they all wore articles of European clotliing, 
belong[ing to tne murdered people, more or less stained with blood. 
I partictuarlj noticed that all the women's shifts had a spear-hole 
about the breast, from which fact I formed an opinion that the poor 
women had first been speared, and finally clubbed about the head. 
In some wurlies also, near the margin of the Goorong, we found 
YarioQB articles of clothing, covered with blood, a silver watch and 
spoons, and a number of letters, many of which had been torn and 
destroyed, but others there were which had not been touched. I 
pickea up one of these and opened it ; it was a business letter, 
written by some merchant (whose name I do not at present re- 
member) addressed to a person in Hobart Town or Sydney, 
advising him of having forwarded ** per Maria 4000 sovereims." 
This, and other letters I handed over to Major O'Halloran, who, I 
beHeve, afterwards deHvered them to the post-office authorities in 
Adelaide. Through our interpreter, Peter, we endeavoured to find 
out what had become of this " yellow money," but unsuccessfully. 

Some months after these distressing scenes, Dr. Penny revisited 
the localitv of the murders in a whale-boat, manned by natives, 
and recovered eoxne money in gold and sUver coins, an^. ahortlv 
afterwards, this find induced one Tom Clarke (one of the head- 
men at the fishery at Encounter Bay) to organize a party, and 
with two bullock-drays filled with blankets, Ac, went to the 
Goorong, and succeeded in getting a verv large amount in gold (it 
was reported) by the disposal of ms goods to the blacks. 

Before daybreak the following morning we were again on horse- 
back, and recommenced scouring the sand-hills and valleys, and 
near a place on the Goorong, called the Narrows, we descried a 
couple of natives who wore European clothing, which thev threw 
awa^ the better to escape us by swimming. One of these dropped 
a sailor's cap, which Captain Pullen, picked up, and recognized as 
having been worn by a ferocious-looking scoundrel on his former 
trip. As they had already gained some distance into the lake, 
and it was evident they would escape, Major O'Halloran then 
ordered the police, Captain Pnllen, and Mr. Bonney, to fire. I 
think, as well as I remember, Bonney had the first snot at them, 
which evidently told, by the sound of the thud which followed. 
They soon got beyond the reach of our carbines, however, and were 
making towards a point of land jutting into the lake ; seeing which, 
and thmking, by making a detour in the hills, we might set an 
effectual shot at them, I ordered Alf ord to follow me, and dashed 
off for the purpose ; but in crossing a vaUey open to the Goorong, 
the natives evidently caught sight of us, and guessed our object, 
and consequently altered their course in the direction of an island, 
about a mile and a half from the shore. Being resolved not to be 
outdone, and to capture the fellows if possible, I quickly rode down 
to the margin of the Goorong, and directing AKord to hold my 
horse, 1 soon divested myself of my clothes, and having tied my 
sword round my neck, started upon my long swim. In the mean- 
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time, the Major and party went off again at full gallop to scour tlie 
country and effect more captures. 

Being a strong swimmer in those days, as the reader is aware, I 
gained rapidly upon the natives, so fast, indeed, that I began to 
think their progress was retarded through having spears between 
their toes, which was a usual practice with them ; in which case, I 
should stand a poor chance with them on landing. However, 
coiite qui coClte, 1 was not going to abandon the enterprise, and 
continued to strike out vigorously, and when within a hundred 
yards of them, they landed and disappeared behind some bushes. 
I soon reached the island myself, and never shall I forget the 
excruciating pain I suffered after taking half a dozen steps, caused 
by the remarkably fine shells on the beach, which cut into mv feet 
(rendered soft by being long in the water), and made them bleed. 
However, sword in hand, 1 followed the tracks of the fugitives, 
which were marked with blood, and discovered them behind a 
thicket. One was lying down, supported by the other, and as I 
approached they commenced a series of lamentations and be- 
wailincs, repeating dolefully the words: "Very good white 
fellow. Upon examining them, I found that one had received a 
shot in the cheek, another in the shoulder, and a third in the neck, 
and that the other was also wounded in the shoulder. They were 
bleeding profusely, and, naturally, thinking they must soon die 
from the effects, I left them and retumSi to the shore. On 
reaching the camp I informed Major O'Halloran of the above 
circumstances, and suggested that a boat should be sent for the 
bodies, in order to show the rest of the tribe the effects of fire-arms 
at a distance, which suggestion he highly approved of, and at once 
despatched Captain PiQlen in the whale-boat, with myself, to the 
island ; but when we reached the spot there was a pool of blood 
behind the bush, but the birds had fiown. 

A couple of years afterwards, I accompanied his Excellency 
Governor Grey, Captain Finniss, and Mr. Moses Montetiore (after- 
wards Sir Moses), to the mouth of the Murray, and suddenly came 
upon a party of natives engaged fishing for mullaway. Immediately 
they perceived us they rushed into the river, but were ultimately 
induced by the governor to come on shore, when he put various 
questions to them. Perceiving that one of them bore tne mark of a 
wound in the cheek, he was asked what caused it ; when he naively 
replied, " Long time ago, white fellow — puff," imitating the sound 
of a bullet when fired. This man, doubtless, was one of the two I 
swam after. 

During the day the captives pointed out one of their number as 
the actual murderer of a whaler named Eoach, who came from 
Encounter Bay to the wreck of the Fanny two years before, and 
further made known to Major O'Halloran that one of the murderers 
of the crew of the Maria was on the mainland opposite our camp, 
and could be secured. Subsequently, the Major permitted two of 
them, with our interpreter, to go over and bring nim to us, which 
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they did in the afternoon. Both these men, volnntarily given up 
by their tribe, were powerfully made, and stood nearly six foet high, 
with countenances the most ferocious and demon-like I ever 
beheld. 

It may not be generallv known, that in the early days of the 
colony it was a recognized law amongst the aborigines tnat when 
a number combined together to commit a murder or murders, the 
man known to have thrown the weapon which struck the unfortu- 
nate victim in a vital part, and caused death, was the murderer, 
the rest of the tribe being considered innocent of the crimye, although 
all concerned in throwing murderous spears at the time; hence 
their willingness to give up these two men especially. 

To insare the security of all the captives for the night, we made 
them sit in a ring and pinioned their arms with tether-ropes. A 
large blazing fire was kept in the centre, so that the. sentries could 
at once see whether there was any disposition on the part of the 
natives to make an attempt at escape. Major O'Hailoran then 
held a drumhead court-martial on the two culprits, voluntarily 
given up by their tribe, guilty of murder, and after taking the 
evidence of the members of the tribe, whose answers to questions 
were clearly and distinctly given through the interpreters (En- 
counter Bay Bob and Peter), the Major addressed us in the fol- 
lowing words, viz. : — 

"Gentlemen, by virtue of the authority vested in me by his 
Excellency the Governor, I declare, in the presence of Almighty 
God and of those assembled round me, that I believe these two 
men who have been given over to ub by their own tribe, to be 
guilty of murder, and to merit death. Tms I declare according to 
my conscience, so help me God. 

" Captain Nixon, i now request of you to give your deliberate 
opinion whether you consider these men guilty of murder and de- 
serving of death \ " 

Captain Nixon. — " I do, so help me God." 

" Mr. Bonnev, yours ? " 

" I do, so help me God." 

" Mr. Pullen, yours ? " 

" I do, so help me God." 

" Mr. Tolmer, yours ? " 

" I do, so help me God." 

Major O'HaUoran. — ** Encounter Bay Bob, do you say these men 
have killed white men and ought to die ? " 

Encounter Bay Boh. — " Yes." 

" Charley, do you ? " 

" Yes." 

" Pet^r, do you ? " 

" Yes." 

** I now, by virtue of the authoritv I have from the governor of 
this province, whose representative 1 am, pronounce the sentence of 
death upon the prisoners, Mongarawata and Pilgarie, that they be 
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conveyed to-morrow to the grave of our nnfortunate countrymen, 
and there be hanged by the neck, and may Grod have mercy on 
their souls." 

{Certificate.) 
** I declare the above is a true statement of the questions and 
answers, declaration and sentence, and that the whole ceremony 
was carried on in an impressive and proper manner. 

" Signeii, H. Nixon, 
" Captain and Brigade Major, South Australian Yolunteers.-' 
" We declare the above to be perfectly correct, 

C W. J. S. PULLBN, 

" Signed < 0. Bonnet. 

C Alex. Tolmer." 
"We started early on the 25th August ; it was a wretched day, 
with heavy rain. Captain Pullen and his crew in the whale-boat, 
kept up abreast of the mounted party, which advanced in the 
following order, viz. : — 

The two condemned men were handcuffed together, marched in 
front under the special charge of two police troopers and myself ; 
the other prisoners followed, escorted by Major O'Halloran and the 
rest of the police. 

On arrival at the place of execution, which was about fifteen 
miles from our camp, we halted ; but as the whole strip of land 
between the Coorong and the sea is destitute of trees of any size. 
Captain Pullen was despatched to the mainland to cut down the 
tallest Shea oaks he could find, with which to erect the gallows. 
This, however, did not occupy much time, as sailors are pro- 
verbially handy at anything. 

Whilst the foregoing preparations were going on, the whole of 
the prisoners (men,* women, and children) formed a semi-circle in 
front of the gallows. Not a word or whisper escaped their lips, 
and no attempt was made by the condemned men to utter a word 
to the assembled tribe, but they stood perfectly dogged and resolute 
to the last. 

When everything was reported ready, the culprits were made to 
stand on a iJox, expressly brought for that purpose. The nooses 
were then passed over their heads, and the slip-knots having been 
properly adjusted, the box was suddenly withdrawn at a given 
signal, but unfortunately the fall was not sufficient to cause the 
dislocation of the neck, besides which the ropes stretched to such 
an extent, with the immense weight of tne condemned men's 
bodies, that they remained simply suspended, their toes touching 
the sand, and their eyes glaring upwards at the cross-beam. 

Horrified at the failure of the execution, the Major sat on his horse 
almost paralyzed, and knew not what to do, when one of Captain 
Pullen's crew, named Barber, quickly stepped forward, and salut- 
ing the Major, said, — 

" I beg pardon. Major, but I'll soon hang them if you'll let me." 
" Do, Barber, anything ; but be quick ! " 
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In a few moments a couple of lines were procured from the 
whale-boat ; the ends were then thrown over the cross-beam and 
securely fastened behind the men's pinioned arms, and then pulled 
up some height from the ground. Barber then said, '* Now, Major, 
wnen you drop your handkerchief we'll let go," which was no 
sooner said than done, and thus the unfortunate wretches were 
launched into eternity, dying instantaneously. Some of the sand, 
however, had to be removed from under their feet, so as to allow 
the l)odies to swing freely without touching. 

The Major then made the following address to those present, 
vi:?. : — 

" Black men, this is the white's punishment for murder, the 
next time white men are killed in this country more punishment 
will be given. Let none of you take these bodies down, they must 
hang till they fall in pieces. We are now friends, and vdll remain 
so, unless more white people are killed, when the Governor will send 
me, and plenty more policemen, and punish much more severely. 
All are forgiven except those who actually killed the wrecked 
people, who, if caught, will also be hung. You may now go, but 
remember this day, and tell what you have seen to your old men, 
women, and children." 

The foregoing was interpreted by Peter ; and the natives, whose 
hands had heen unbound by the Major's order, after the execution, 
bolted ofP, and disappeared like magic. We then started back and 
reached the camp in the evening, where three or four men had 
been left in charge. 

After resting a day or two at the camp, drying and repairing 
our clothes, &c., we again started on the 27th in a south-easterly 
direction along the coast, to discover, if possible, the wreck of the 
Maria, and to further examine wurlies as we proceeded. In some 
we found more European clothing stained with blood and a silver 
watch. Finding it impossible to take any of the clothing with us, 
as each horse had quite a load, the wurlies were set on fire, and 
their contents burnt; the watch, however, was preserved and 
brought to Adelaide with other property for identification. 

During the following day (28th) it was ascertained from two 
men, named Thompson and Walker, who had been sent from En- 
counter Bay in a whale-boat, with others, by Captain Hart, that 
from portions of wreckage found by them on the beach they were 
of opinion that the Maria must have been wrecked on Baudin's 
reef. They also found the long-boat of the Maria, 

The information thus obtained rendered it unnecessary to proceed 
any further, and we therefore crossed the Ooorong some distance 
above the Salt Creek, where it is shallow, but which we found very 
boggy and dangerous for the horses. After much plunging, how- 
ever, we got them all across without any casualty. As regards 
ourselves we were in a nice plight, having to dismount about 
midway, and sinking each step iip to our thighs in black slush. 

We camped that night at the Salt Creek, and I must here relate 
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a laugliable circumstance, which, however, might have cost me my 
life. It had been raining all day, and, as there appeared no 
sign of a change during the night, I looked about for a dry place 
for myself. Observing a large wombat hole in the bank of the 
creek, I crept into it, and found it a snug and very desirable place, 
being completely protected from the rain by the shelving lime- 
stone rock above me. Having removed my saddle, &c., into the 
place, I lay down, and soon fell in a sound sleep, and did not 
wake till morning. When the men saw me emerge from my re- 
cumbent position there was great laughter: in explanation it 
appeared that one of the troopers named Dewson had been for some 
hours watching for the wombat, with his loaded carbine, at the 
same hole, with the intention of firing into it if he heard the least 
noise. Fortunately, however, my uncusturbed sleep saved me from 
a bullet. 

On the 30th August we reached our camp, which had been 
moved by Captain Pullen from Tentie to the side we were on, and 
there found his Excellency the Governor. 

As some additional intelligence had been communicated to ua 
relative to three men and a woman belonging to the MdrioL 
having been murdered not far from where we were encamped, 
his Excellency the Governor directed that a search should be 
made for the bodies, and to that end the police party was divided 
in two, one under the command of Major O'Halloran, and the 
other under myself, with orders to scour the country inland, whilst 
the Major kept along the Coorong, Mr. Pullen and the boat's 
crew keeping abreast of him. 

Accordingly, on the 2nd September, I started with my p0.rty» 
and, after beating about the bush in every direction, we found, 
rammed into a wombat hole, the bodies of two men and one woman, 
which we afterwards buried as decently as we could. Their skulls 
were fearfully battered in ; the woman was married, and I took the 
wedding-ring from her finger. Near her was a large, heavy family 
Bible, which the poor creature must have carried for days after 
the wreck. Near the wombat hole also we found two broken 
muskets. The spot where we found these bodies was not far from 
where Campbell House now stands. After the finding of these 
bodies, whicn I duly reported to Major O'Halloran, and also of 
the mangled remains of two Europeans, which he and hii^ party 
discovered, it was considered by his Excellency the Governor that 
the duty in which the police had been engaged was satisfactorily 
completed, and consequently orders were issued to Major O'Hal- 
loran to return to headquarters with his party forthwith. 

Subsequently four more bodies were discovered by Captain 
Nixon on the 22nd November, whilst engaged at Malcolm's special 
survey on Lake Alexandrina, through the medium of a very in- 
telligent native boy of the Rapid Bay tribe, and four others by 
Dr. rennj on the 10th April, 1841, and some money in gold and 
silver coins, the particulars of which were communicated to his 
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Excellency the Governor, in letters dated respectively 1st December, 
1840, and April 19th, 1841, of which the following are extracts, 
viz.: — 

" In the first wombat hole the skeleton of a man with the sknll 
fractared from nnder the right ear to the forepart of the forehead, 
the remainder of the body smashed to pieces. In the second hole 
the skeleton of a boy of from twelve to fourteen years of age, the 
sknll fractnred over the right eye, fair hair on the head, the rest 
of the skeleton perfect, except from below the elbows and knees, 
which we conld not fiad. In the third hole the upper part of a 
man's body of a large size, the fracture very extensive on the 
upper part of the right side of the head, the right jaw all stove in, 
three spear holes, one above and two below the right collar-bone, 
the right arm doubled behind the back and perfect, the left arm 
from below the elbow, and the remainder of the skeleton we could 
not find, some jet black hair on the skull, a black silk handker- 
chief, not hemmed, was found round the neck, and part of a 
sailor's knife-lanyard was found in the hole. In the fourth hole 
the skull of a woman, over the left eye a fracture of about the 
size of two crown pieces, another under the right ear, the body 
broken to pieces. Light, loug brown hair on the skull, with an 
earring in the left ear. Having made a very minute examination, 
we returned the skeletons to the several holes from whence they 
were taken, and carefully covered them. The earring, the black 
silk handkerchief, the knife-lanyard, a female's shoe, and part 
of a boy's cap I have made into a parcel, together with some 
papers picked up near the bodies, proving them to have been part 
of the crew and passengers of the Maria, and forward to your 
Excellency. 

" I beg leave to forward to you, for the information of his 
Excellency the Grovernor, an account of three days and a half 
that I have been down the south-east branch of Lake Alexandrina, 
during which time I found four more bodies of the crew of the 
Maria not previously discovered, and obtained IIL in gold and 
silver, and a coin value 4*. from the Sekinyra tribe. The place 
where the remains were found is called Noongong, and is the 
point nearly opposite where the two natives were executed. I 
gave them the only shirt and blanket I had, for the IIZ. 49. in 
specie. I questioned the party, who consisted of two of the 
Milmenrura tribe, and thirteen of the Tenkinyra and Toora tribes, 
through my natives, as to the murder, which they confessed to 
have perpetrated, but showed apparent regret for their crime.** 

The finding of these eight extra bodies thus makes up the 
number of all the passengers and crew who were murdered. 

Referring to the remains of the two men and women who were 
found in a wombat hole, and re-buried by my party on the 2nd 
September, strange to say, not a word is mentioned in Major 
O'Halloran's second official report to his Excellency, although I 
made a special report of the circumstance. Another most ex- 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 193 

traordinary omission is the fact tliat no allusion is made to the 
4000Z. which the letter I opened clearly proved mnst have been on 
board ship, and brought on shore by the captain or some of the 
passengers, as confirmed by the recovery of IIZ. in gold from the 
natives by Dr. Penny, andf the mmonred account of the whaler 
Clark having obtained a large amount in gold by bartering with 
the same tribe. 

The result of these reprisals by the police, under the instructions 
of his Excellency Colonel Gawler, was severely commented upon 
by the home authorities, and doubtless the unjust treatment he 
received in England, after his recall, was attributed to the mis- 
taken decision arrived at by some persons miscalled philanthropists. 
The colonial press also attacked the governor furiously, and those 
who acted under his orders. I remember especially Mr. George 
Stevenson was most bitter and vindictive in some of his articles 
at the time, expressing an opinion that Major 0*Halloran and 
myself ought to have been sent home and tried for murder ! 

I contend, that in all instances of wholesale murders by natives, 
such as the massacre of the unfortunate passengers and crew 
of the Maria, summary justice is the best preventive against the 
repetition of crime, and is more likely, by striking terror at once, 
to get at the truth of events than a tedious process of law. 
Subsequent occurrences confirmed this opinion. The subject 
caused a great deal of controversy in the public press, and as a 
fitting encfing to the narrative of the massacre above described, I 
refer the reader to a very sensible letter published in the Register 
of the 19th September, 1840. 

Proceedings of the Council, — Tuesday, September 15th, 1840. 

The council met this morning at ten o'clock. All the members 
of council were present. 

After the minutes of last meeting had been read, his Excellency 
read the following minute on the recent murder committed by the 
Aborigines on the Coorong, in the month of August, 1840 : — 

" On the 12th of August last, I laid before a council specially 
assembled for the purpose, the reports which had been forwarded 
to me concerning the murder of several Europeans by the natives 
near the coast to the south-east of Encounter Bay. His Honour 
the Judge, who attended by particular request, and all the 
members present, including the Advocate-General, declared their 
opinions that the crimes in question were beyond the reach of the 
ordinary British law. 

" Of course, this conclusion I had been certain of before these 
opinions were elicited, inasmuch as in addition to other forcible 
reasons, it is necessarily impossible, by ordinary law, to convict 
men of crimes of the perpetration of which no evidence commonly 
recognized as legal can be procured. 

" The natives as being practical atheists, unacquainted with the 
obligation of an oath, or solemn declaration, are not in British law 
valid witnesses. I am informed by his Honour the Judge tha.t ^ 

VOL. I. ^ ^ 
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legislative enactment has been passed in New South Wales, 
under which their evidence is received as far as it may be 
corroborated by the testimony of competent Europeans ; but even 
had such an enactment been in force here, it would in tiie case in 

auestion, have been unavailing ; inasmuch as all the Europeans at 
tie present time in the district having been killed, there remained 
no legal evidence of any kind, direct or corroborative. 

" His Honour having withdrawn, the members of the council con- 
curred with me in opinion, that notorious as the district referred 
to had been for its crimes, and bratal and unprovoked as had been 
most evidently the recent murders, it was imperative that retribu- 
tion should be inflicted. 

** Beyond the limits of ordinary British justice, there remained 
for me, in conformity with usage in Great Britain, the course of 
considering the district in question as a disturbed state, and of 

Proceeding on the principles of martial law. This course I adopted, 
'he proclamation of it, however, was not issued. Had it been 
made it would have cast a reflection injurious, undeserved, and 
most liable to be misunderstood on the province at large, it would 
have altogether exceeded the character of the case, and towards 
those especially concerned in it, would have been an empty form. 
Thus the proclamation of martial law was omitted with the 
unanimous advice and concurrence of the members of the council, 
but in other respects the proceeding was regulated on strict 
principles of martial justice. 

" I know of no other mode than that of martial law by which the 
Aborigines can be dealt with in similar cases of ferocious agjzres- 
sion, especially if beyond the limits of the settled portion of our 
territoiy, and the witness of surviving Europeans. I consider 
this mode in such cases as well calculated for the administration 
of humane, necessary, and eflectual justice, and until one prefer- 
able to it be suggested, I intend, whenever such extreme circum- 
stances may render it necessary, to adopt it. 

" Acting, therefore, on the principles of martial law, I addressed 
instructions to Major O'Halloran, which I now lay before the 
council. The council will perceive that in them Major O'Halloran 
was expressly charged to make prisoners, if possible without 
bloodshed, to select the guilty persons from among them, to try 
them in the most formal manner, to obtain the opinions of the 
gentlemen who accompanied the party and of the friendly natives 
present, and then if the proof of guilt were sufficient, to pass 
sentence and proceed to formal execution. 

" In the event, however, two natives, certainly of the guilty group, 
and in great probability actual murderers, in attempting to escape, 
were fired upon and hit. For this act, in an extreme case in &e 
pursuit of his object, Major O'Halloran is justified by the tenor of 
nis instructions.^ I should, however, have been gratified if there 
had been no infliction of punishment, except after formal trial and 
in the ordinary mode of British executioDS. Punishment without 
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trial by promiscuous firing, is repugnant to justice and humanity, 
is calculated to excite the passions of the natives, and to array 
them in open hostility. Punishment after trial in the deliberate and 
awful form of Britisn justice will, I am persuaded, as in a former 
case it has already done, commend itself even to their under- 
standings, and repress in a powerful nianner their disposition to 
crime. 

" I have very great pleasure in informing the council that the 
important and difficult duty was performed by Major O'Halloran 
in a most active, humane, deliberate, just, and decided manner. 

"The minutes of the investigation which I lay before the council, 
certified and signed by Captain Nixon, Mr. Bonny, and Inspector 
Tolmer, will, in addition to other proofs, convince the council of 
the justness of this strong expression of approbation. If the 
expedition has in any sort mllen short of its object, the failing has 
been on the side of leniency. When unprotected persons, probably 
to the number of seventeen, are murdered, in different parties, at 
four different times and places, the execution of two only of the 
murderers can but barely satisfy the ends of justice. Had more 
been captured after I joined the expedition and became fully 
acquainted with the atrocious and multiplied character of the 
murders, I might have thought it necessary to have added to the 
number of those who were punished. 

" I consider it my duty to have no share in that unhealthy senti- 
ment, by some persons miscalled philanthropy, which, under the 
apprehension of exercising cruelty, would allow impunity to wanton 
crimes. Whenever such are committed, whether, as in the present 
case, by the blacks against the white population, or, as in future 
cases that may occur within the limits of the province, by Euro- 

geans against the Aborigines, I will certainly as long as I have the 
onour to be at the head of this Government, use every exertion in 
my power to bring such wanton offenders to formal and condign 
punishment." 

His Excellency's instructions to Major O'Halloran, and the 
minutes of the inves' igation, were then laid on the table. 

The Advocate-General, with the permission of his Excellency, 
entered the following remarks : — 

" In expressing my opinion on the proceedings under considera- 
tion, I may be allowed to submit to your Excellency, and this 
honourable council, remarks at some length, and explanatory of the 
views I entertain on the subject. 

" Having concurred in approving and, to a certain extent, advising 
these measures before their adoption, I should be sorry at this 
stage to content myself with a mere silent acquiescence without 
supposing that the course pursued by the Colonial Government 
stands at all in need of vindication on my part, I feel that as the 
short consideration on which I was formerly called to give my 
opinion, prevented my dwelling deliberately on several important 
points, it would be satisfactory to myself, wdA. "^iViJN^i^ \^^*^ 

2 
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nnacceptable to your Excellency, that I should advert to some 
detached principles and authorities on which I ground my perfect 
approval of the proceedings of the government. 

" The precise position in which the natives of this province stand 
in relation to the government falls first to be considered. The 
doctrine that they are to be held and dealt with as British subjects, 
and under no circumstances to be tried or punished, except accord- 
ing to the ordinary forms of our law, cannot be received without 
modification. It may be true in its full extent, as regards those 
tribes with whom we have constant and peaceable intercourse) for 
whose subsistence we provide, who acquiesce in and acknowledge 
a friendly relation with us, and who are maW advances 
towards civilization. To our intercourse with these, tne ordinary 
forms of our constitution and laws may be beneficially and 
effectually applied. The extension to them of the full rights of 
British subjects may be practicable and attended with no evil 
result. But it would be assuming too much to hold that the same 
maxims and principles must be applied without modification to 
distant tribes, inhabiting a territory beyond the limits of our 
settlements, with whom we have never communicated under friendly 
circumstances, whose language is equally unknown to us as ours 
is to them, and who betray in all their intercourse with Europeans 
the most savage and brutal hostility, who have never acknowledged 
subjection to any power, and who, indeed, seem incapable of being 
subjected to authority or deterred from atrocious crimes, except by 
mihtary force. Nor can it be doubted that circumstances may 
occur, m which for tbe safety of the colonist, and for the preven- 
tion of plunder and bloodshed, it may be necessary to view such 
tribes, however insignificant their numbers, or however savage and 
barbarous their manners, as a separate state or nation, not 
acknowledging, but acting independently of, and in opposition to 
British interests and authority. The distinction here contended 
for is clearly recognized by the law of nations, the only source from 
whence the principles determining the status of the Aborigines 
can be drawn. It may not be out of place to review these principles, 
in so far as they seem to bear on the present transaction. 

" The rights of the Aboriginal proprietors of the soil are thos 
described by Yattel : — * Those nations (such as the ancient Grer- 
mans or some modem Tartars) who inhabit fertile countries, but 
disdain to cultivate their lands, and choose rather to live by 
plunder, are wanting to themselves, are injurious to their neighbours, 
and deserve to be extirpated as savage and pernicious beasts. There 
are others who, to avoid labour, choose to live only by hunting and 
their flocks. This might, doubtless, be allowed in the first ages of 
the world, when the eai-th, without cultivation, produced more than 
was sufficient to feed its small number of inhabitants. But at 
present, when the human race is so greatly multiplied, it could not 
subsist if all nations were disposed to live in that manner. Those 
who still pursue this idle mode of life, usurp more extensive 
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territories than with a reasonable share of labour they would have 
occasion for ; and have, therefore, no reason to complain, if oUier 
nations, more industrious, and too closely confined, come to take 
possession of a part of their lands. Thus, though the conquest of 
the civilized empires of Peru and Mexico was a notorious usurpa- 
tion, the establishment of many colonies on the continent of North 
America might, on their confining themselves within the just 
bounds, be extremely lawful. The people of those extensive tracts 
rather ranged through than inhabited them.' 

'' This passage establishes that savage erratic tribes are to be con- 
sidered as nations, and raises the distinction between those who 
live b^ plunder and those who subsist by hunting or flocks. The 
first, it IS said, deserve to be extirpated as savage and pernicious 
beasts ; the others are entitled to enjoy so much land as, with a 
reasonable share of labour, they have occasion for. 

" It cannot be denied, that in our intercourse with the natives of 
this province, there is room for applying this distinction. To the 
tribes whose territory has been occupied by settlers, the greatest 
liberalitj7 has been extended. Lands nave been assigned to uiem for 
cultivation, clothing and subsistence have been furnished, and 
means have been taken to protect, instruct, and civilize them. 

" The tribes at a greater distance have not been encroached on, 
and have in no way suffered from the vicinity of the colony. Nor 
are they pressed upon by the tribes from the occupied territory, 
who are retained and subsisted upon their original grounds. The 
remote situation of some of the tribes, the ferocity of tneir character, 
and the impossibility of maintaining friendly intercourse with them, 
have hitherto prevented the addption of any measures for their 
benefit. All that has been desired then is, that they should live at 
peace with us, and abstain from plunder. The tribes inhabiting 
the country between the sea-shore and the inland track from the 
eastern colonies, are represented by the concurring accounts of all 
persons who have conducted stock on that territory, as only re- 
strained from plunder by the fear or force of arms. 

"The tribe in particular known as the Milmenrura, or Big 
Murray Tribe, is admitted on all hands to be of brutal and fero- 
cious character, not known to us but by murderous, cruel, and 
remorseless acts, and abhorred by the native inhabitants, especially 
by the neighbouring tribes with whom they are at continual 
enmity. 

" The sanguinary atrocities committed by this tribe for a series 
of years, commencing with the murder of Captain Barker, have 
exhibited one uniform ruthless character of indomitable ferocity, 
which affords no hope that their intercourse with our population 
can be rendered the means of their civilization or amendment. 

" The recent appalling occurrence, the reckless and unprovoked 
massacre, in a manner equally insidious and inhuman, of a number 
of defenceless and shipwrecked persons, many of them women and 
children, is referable to this character of the tribe, aia5iiieJ3^\fi\ife 
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dealt with on ver^ different ^^nnds from tke solitaiy or occasional 
offence of an individual agamat the mnnidpal law. It was the 
crime of the nation, and a crime of a description which regarding 
either the inveterate temper and habits of the tribe, or the circnm- 
stances of fadlitj and opportunity in which they are placed, was 
extremely likely to be repeated and persisted in, nnless measures 
siunmary and severe were adopted to terrify the whole tribe, by a 
sense of onr power and determination to punish, as well as to 
manifest the Kind of punishment with which sudi outrages will 
in&llibly be visited by ns. 

*' To attain these ends effectually, there were manjr reasons for 
departing from the ordinary course of law. On the views already 
stated there were the strongest grounds for holding that the crime 
could not be treated as one committed bj British subjects, and his 
Honour the Judge had expressed his opinion that the judicature of 
his Court did not extend to the case. Again, the evidence of the 
particular ^roilt of the individuals principally concerned, oonsistinf 
partly of circumstances, partly of the testimony of blacks, though 
conclusive in itself in every moral point of view, was not of a nature 
which was capable of a trial bv jury, or which could have led to a 
conviction, without violating ihose very maxims and forms of trial, 
the respect for which would in this case have been the only reason 
for resorting to them. But with these conventional defects, one 
thing was beyond the possibility of doubt or dispute. The massacre 
had been committed in the territory, and by individuals of that 
notorious tribe, and the guilty knowledge and participation of the 
whole tribe was proved by mcontrovertible evidence. The crime 
therefore was to be regarded, not as that of individual British sub- 
jects, but of a whole hostile tribe, that is, of a nation at enmity 
with her Majesty's subjects. That this view is strictly in accord- 
ance with the law of nations will appear from further passages of 
Vattel. ^ ... 

" * There is another in which the nation in general is guilty of the 
crime of its members. That is, when by its manners, and by the 
maxims of its government, it accustoms and authorizes its citizens 
indiscriminately to plunder and maltreat foreigners. Thus the 
nation of the Usbecks is guilty of all the robberies committed by 
the individuals of which it is composed. The princes whose subl 
jects are robbed and massacred, may justly level their vengeance 
against the nation at large. Nay, more, all nations have a right 
to enter into a league against sucn a people to repress them, and to 
treat them as the common enemies ot the human race.' 

" The same position is illustrated by the following principles : — 
Every nation has a right to prevent other nations from ob- 
structing her preservation, her perfection and happiness, — i.e. to 
preserve herself from all injuries. 

I+^^^l^® ®^ ^ ^^^®» *^® s*™® ^^ authorizes the offended 
mrty to endeavour to obtain a complete reparation, and to emplov 
force for that purpose if necessary. • 
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" ' The offended party lias a ri^Ht to provide for her future security, 
and to chastise the offender hy inflicting on him a punishment cap- 
able* of deterring him thenceforward from similar aggression, and 
of intimidating those who might be tempted to imitate him. 

" * If there is a nation of a restless and miscjuevous disposition, 
ever ready to injure others, it is not to be doubted that all the others 
have a right to form a coaHtion in order to repress and chastise 
that nation, and to put it for ever after out of her power to injure 
them.* 

'' Again it is stated : — ' Nations that are always ready to take up 
arms on any prospect of advantage are lawless robbers, bnt those 
who seem to delight in the ravages of war, who spread it on all 
sides without reason or pretext, and even without any other motive 
than their own ferocity, are monsters unworthy of the name of 
men. They should be considered as enemies to uie human race, in 
the same manner as in civil society, professed assassins and incen- 
diaries are guilty, not only towards the particular victims of their 
^nefarious deeds, but also towards the State, which, therefore, pro- 
claims them public enemies. All nations have a right to join in a 
confederacy for the purpose of punishing, and even exterminating 
those savage nations. Such were seversu German tribes mentioned 
by Tacitus,' &c. 

" The applicability of these maxims in justification of the mode 
o£ dealing^th the katives in question i^iures no comment 

" It appears, indeed, that a proclamation was issued by the first 
governor of the province, for the protection of the natives. That 
proclamation, however, as its language imports, had for its object 
to express the determination of the Government to punish acts of 
violence or injustice by the settlers, and to inculcate * moderation 
and forbearance in their intercourse with the native inhabitants.' 
The object was a laudable one, in the creation of an infant colony 
among a savage people of unknown customs and languages, whose 
land we were about to occupy, with whom we should necessarily be 
brought into continual communication, and whose condition we 
were desirous to advance. The peaceable and orderly intercourse 
which subsists between us and our neighbouring natives, founded 
mainly on their own natural disposition, has justified the extension 
to them of rights and privileges which they seem to understand and 
value, and in the acceptance of which they may be held to have ac- 
quiesced. But no such formality, I apprehend, can be interpreted to 
restrain the Colonial Government from acting on the principles al- 
ready stated, with reference to a distant, hostile, murderous tribe, 
only nominally within our territory, who, by their whole maxims and 
conduct, set our laws at defiance, and have no intercourse with us, or 
even with those peaceable native tribes (to whom this proclamation 
properly applies), except what is characterized by rapine, and blood, 
and outrages which it is impossible for our laws or judicial forms to 
reach. That ruthless nation of assassins has never, directly, or by 
implication recognized allegiance, or submitted to \Jaa waJiJassf^^^ <it 
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onr laws; and on no intelligible ground is it entitled to their 
protection. 

'* Dismissing therefore the notion that it was necessary to adhere 
to the ordinary judicial forms of our municipal law, in aaopting the 
urgently called for measures to deter a lawless tribe from the re- 
petition of atrocities revolting to humanity, violation of the law of 
nature, condemned and abhorred, even by their savage neighbours, 
it only remains to consider the proceeaings actuaUy earned into 
effect. 

''These appear to me to have been the best adapted to the end 
that the circumstances would admit of. 

" The object of all punishment beinf^ the prevention of crime, that 
punishment is the most effectual and judicious which is so immedi- 
ately and certainly referable to the crime, as to convey the idea 
that it is inseparably connected with it, and will inf aUibly follow 
as a consequence of its commission. 

" Had the forms of law been practicable and had they been 
observed, the probability is, that whether punishment had been 
executed here or after a lapse of time at the scene of the outrage, 
the effect of the punishment would have been in a great degree 
lost, if indeed, its nature could be at all understood by that ignorant 
people. 

" On the other hand, had there been an indiscriminate slaughter 
among the tribe (a measure which, however revolting to contem- 
plate, it was still, as has been seen, within the scope of our right, 
by international law, to inflict), the effect would not have been to 
convey to the offenders a just idea of punishment, but rather that 
of savage vengeance, and would have been to encourage by example 
the worst and most unrelenting passions of human nature. 

" Between these two extremes, the course adopted has been at once 
merciful and salutary. Two individuals pronounced the most 
guilty by the united voice of their own tribe, and by evidence, the 
force of which it was impossible to resist, were alone visited with 
punishment, and that punishment was inflicted precisely in the way 
most Ukely to produce the kind of impression required — in the pre- 
sence of the assembled tribe, over the graves of the murdered 
victims by that form of death which the military law assigns to 
insidious and disgraceful crimes, and which our municipal law 
assigns to murder, accompanied by the admonition to remember 
the event, and to bring all others to see how the white man treats 
the murderers of his race. 

" In conclusion, if it is seriously urged that Major O'Halloran, in 
performing this service, went beyond his capacity as a civil officer, it 
would be enough to say that that gallant officer was the most proper 
individual to whom, in the present situation of the province, such 
powers could be trusted. By long military experience — by habits 
of temperate self-command, and by abilities well qualined, in a 
personal point of view, for the service — he was, moreover, as the 
chief of police, the commandant of the only force in the province 
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capable of executing military operations. His official character in 
tbis affair is therefore to he regarded as of a mixed nature, not 
exclusively that of a civil or judicial functionary, acting in the 
exercise of ordinary and defined duties, but partly that of a military 
officer, commissioned to execute a particular service. Necessity 
warranted the Executive Government, in abandoning ordinary 
forms, which were inadequate to the emergency, to take upon itself 
the responsibility of putting forth those more ample powers and 
prerogatives, with which, for the welfare of the state and the 
peace of society, it is constitutionally vested." 



OHAPTEE XIX. 

A proposed breakwater at Murray moath — Opening of the new port — Old 
Government Cottage burnt—Destruction of important papers — Cap- 
ture of a notorious bush-ranger — A quixotic enterprise — Murphy 
discharged — Stewart dismissed — More of the French ship — A ball and 
its ending. 

Beverting to the incident of the stranding of the store boat at the 
Murray mouth, detailed above, it may not be uninteresting to place 
on record that after Captain Cadell had successfully introduced 
steam navigation on the river, it was found that the entrance was 
exceedingly perilous owing to the constant shifting of sand and sea- 
weed. Having on one occasion accompanied Captain King through 
the mouth in the steamer Melhournet and whilst standing on the 
bridge with him, he clearly explained the said phenomenon, which 
is caused by strong westerly and south-westerly gales meeting the 
immense llody of water flowing out of the entrance, specially in 
the winter season, which was exemplified not long afterwards by 
the wrecks of the Melhov/me and Gario, It occurred to me, there- 
fore, that if some contrivance could be devised, so as to keep the 
channel free, the strong current would clear and deepen for itself a 
passage of sufficient depth for vessels drawing from ten to fifteen 
feet to enter the river at all times with perfect safety — and to this 
end, after much thought, I fixed upon a plan of breakwater, for 
which I have since taken out a patent in South Australia, and 
some time ago submitted it to the engineer of harbours (Mr. 
Hickson), who frankly gave it as his opinion that the plan would 
not answer for the Murray mouth, because there would be a space 
left underneath the plates, which would not prevent the shifting of 
sand ; but, added he, — 

** The plan is entirely original, and if the Government should 
decide upon the construction of a jetty and breakwater at Larg*s 
Bay, I know of Uo better design for such a work," 
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Tlie foQovii^ k a eopj of tiie 

'^ Thk inTentaon of impiofCBMBU ia bnakwatan kas beat de> 
■^[iied for the pmpoae of caahHag wcsb of tins daanp&ami to be 
^wedfl J aad ecooomkall j erected withoat detncdag fooai thor 
efficiencj or durability. Tlie fiwe of air breakwater ooasistB of 
solid plates of ircm alternating with boUow iroa piles» said plates 
baring gudgeons at their aides, which rest in beanngs ia said piles, 
so as to allow the plates to swing to and fro with the actimi of the 
wares, in the same manner that a swing looking-glass swings to 
and fro between its sai^iovtB. 

** The inm jdates I make thicker at the bottom than the tc^ 
tapering them off gradoaDj. The hoflow iron piles I make m 
lengths with flanges to each, jointed together bjboltB and nnts, the 
lowert length tenninatii^ m . MM ««-. wiud. k «e-rf into 



the gioimd. These inks I strengthen or stajbj other similar piles 
of smaller diameter and less len^h whidi I pfarn on either side of 
the breakwater connecting them to the luger piles bj iron ties 
which reach obliqnel j from the cme to the other. The iron plates 
I suspend at such a he^t as that on the arerage the water will 
be on a Wei with its eentie. 

" In order, howerer, that my inrentian may be dearly understood 
I hare illastrated it by drawings hereto attached, in which Fig. 1 
shows face view of Uie inside of my breakwater, and I^. 2 cross 
section with the small stay piles placed ootside, althoo^ it is to 
be remembered that they may be placed inside instead, if so pre- 
ferred. A A are the piles ; B B the iron plates ; G the small stay 
pile ; and D the rod connecting it to the large pile A. 

''I do not confine myself to the snbstance of the metal to 
be need in the constrnctkni of my breakwater, or to the nse 
of iron piles for supporting the iron plates as l^les ctf other ma- 
terial would answer the purpose, but not so wdl as those I have 
described. 

" I daim, first, the oonstructkm of breakwaters in which the 
principal part of the face consists of swinging iron plates partly 
aboTO and partly below the water line substantially as herein 
described and explained. 

" Second, the combination of such swinging iron platest with 
hollow iron screw piles, substantially as herein described and ex- 
plained, and as illustrated ia my drawings. 

^ In witness whereof I, the said Alexander Tolmer, hare hereto 
set my hand and seal, this 2l8t day of October, 1876." 

I applied for, and obtained permission from Messrs. Twopeny 
and Joubert to exhibit a model of my breakwater at the late Ade- 
laide Exhibition, but found it would cost 152., which added to the 
sum I had already paid for the patent (^2.), I could not afford, 
and conseqnently did not avail myself of the concession. 

On We^esday, October 14th, 1&40, the new port of Adelaide 
was opened by his Excellency Grorernor Gawler, assisted by Darid 
McLaGnen, Esq., manager of the South Australian Company, in the 
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Eresence of the largest assembly of colonists ever congregated in 
loath Australia, upwards of 5000 persons being present. 
It was judiciously thought that the completion of that great 
work should be celebi*ated in some public and striking manner, 
and the governor having signified his approbation, Mr. McLaren 
took measures accordingly. It was determined by him to give a 
public entertainment to his Excellency and to the principal 
colonists, the whole subsequent arrangement of the f^te being 
entrusted to the management of Mr. Edward Stephens and Mr. 
John Morphett, who executed their task on a scale of comfort and 
liberality well befitting the wealthy company they represented on 
the occasion. Nearly six hundred invitations were issued, and at 
an early hour about two hundred ladies and gentlemen assembled 
at the Bank of South Australia on North Terrace, where carriages 
were provided for their accommodation and for the accommodation 
of those who chose to avail themselves of it. By eleven o'clock a 
numerous array of ladies and gentlemen on horseback and in 
private carriages formed in procession along the North Terrace, and 
at that hour precisely his Excellency, accompanied by his Honour 
Judge Cooper, Major O'Halloran, Mr. Newenham, High SherilP, 
<&c., also arrived at the bank; the procession then formed, 
escorted by the officers and brigade of the Adelaide corps, assisted 
by a strong party of the mounted police under my command ; the 
advance guard being under the charge of Sub-IUspector Grordon. 
On the occasion I rode a splendid young grey horse which I had 
been some time breaking in, and Gordon selected to ride " Bucks- 
foot," although I tried bo dissuade him from it on account of his 
delicate state of health, and the bolting propensity of the animal 
when excited ; he would not be deterred, however, and rode him 
accordingly. As nearlv as could be calculated, the muster com- 
prised four hundred and fifty vehicles of all descriptions, from the 
dashing four-in-hand barouche, through all the gradations of 
coach, chariot, phaeton, gig, spring waggon, cart, down to the 
bullock-team and donkey-cart. There were, besides, between five 
and six hundred equestrians, and the whole scene, in short, was as 
nearly the Epsom Derby Day in miniature, as it is possible to 
conceive. 

After the procession had passed the Government Iron Stores, 
which was below what is now called Montefiore Hill, his 
Excellency altered the pace from a walk to a canter, which was a 
signal for the advance guard to increase the rate of speed in 
accordance. No sooner, however, did this take place, when 
Gordon's horse made several mad plunges forward, and then 
started off at racing speed, taking the Gawler Town Eoad, and was 
out of sight in a few seconds, and we did not see him again until late 
in the afternoon at the port; after the ceremony of the opening was 
over. When poor Gordon made his appearance he looked dread- 
fully woebegone and exhausted, having (he said) only succeeded in 
pulling up uie brute at the Little Pura. 
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On the procession arriying at the commencement of the road* the 
Governor's flag was hoisted on the new flag-staff, and a royal 
salnte was fired by the sappers and miners from the guns placed 
on the Government wharf. The salnte was repeated by the yessels 
in the river, who vied with each other which shonld display most 
banting. The river was at this time stndded with boats, sailing 
and pnlling, and a very large concourse of people had already 
assembled on the wharf and along the line of road. On arriving it 
the cnstom-honse bridge, the company dismounted and preceded 
to the wharf, alongside of which lay the barque Guiana and the 
schooners John Pirie and Victoria, bearing the flag of the South 
Australian Company, their colours, numbers, and other flags ; the 
Bapid was also lyin^ alongside, decked out with all her flags ; the 
Enterprise was in t£e stream opxx>site ready to hatQ alongside ; 
and the Truelove lay a short distance ahead of her, having just 
hauled into the stream after having discharged cargo. His Excel- 
lency, accompanied by Mr. McLaren and the rest of the company, 
then proceeded to the Company's wharf, where a platform was 
erected, Mr. McLaren then said, " My friends, in commencing the 
proceedings to-day, I beg to submit to you the propriety of uniting 
in acknowledging the hand of Providence, whose blessing was asked 
at the commencement of this undertaking, and to whom we ought 
to return thanksgiving at its completion. * Except the Lord do 
build the house, the builders lose their pains.' " His Excellency 
having expressed his concurrence in Mr. McLaren's proposal, the 
Rev. Mr. Howard offered up a solemn and impressive prayer. 

His Excellency the Governor then addressed the assemblage at 
some length, and then said, ** Ladies and ^ntlemen, I now declare 
these landing-places to be part of the New Port. I will, if you 
please give fiiis wharf the name of the gentleman under whose 
management it has been constructed. We will call it 'The 
McLaren Wharf.' " (Tremendous cheering.) ** We will now proceed 
to land the first bale of goods on it." 

A box of tea and a small box of spices were then brought up 
from the hold of the Guiana, and landed on the wharf amidst a 
thundering round of applause, which was answered by the people 
from the Enterprise and Truelove lying opposite, and the otner 
vessels; three cheers were also given for the Ghuiana, the first 
vessel from which cargo was landed on the wharf. The two boxes 
were immediately despatched express to Adelaide, as a present to 
Mr. McLaren. The Governor's flag was then struck, and the 
Union Jack run up, while a salute was fired from the guns 
on the Government wharf, and returned by the ships in the 
river. 

His Excellency and the greater part of the company assembled 
then retired to the Company's warehouse and partook of the 
refreshments there provided for them ; shortly after a regatta com- 
menced, got up through the laudable exertions of Captains Hay, 
Hall, Hart, Swan, and Devlin ; but little interest was taken in it 
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by many of tlie people present. The money they collected for the 
prizes amounted to somewhere between 60/. and 70Z. 

About two o*clock, about four hundred and fifty ladies and gentle- 
men sat down to a sumptuous dejeAner a la fourchette in the 
Company's spacious warehouses. The entertainment was provided 
by Mr. Fordham, and it was in his usual excellence and abundance. 
Wines in evenr variety were in profusion, and were truly what can 
be rarely said of those supplied on such occasions, of first-rate 
quality. When the repast was finished, his Excellency proposed 
tne health of the Queen and Prince Albert, wluch was received 
with all honours. Then followed the health of his Excellency the 
Governor, Mr. McLaren, and others, all duly honoured; lastly, 
Mr. Edward Stephens proposed Mrs. Crawler and the ladies of 
South Australia, and thanked them for their attendance, imme- 
diately after which the meeting broke up. It is pleasing to record 
that no accident whatever occurred to mar the pleasures of the 
day; and that not a single case of drunkenness or disorderly 
conduct came under the cognizance of the police. 

On the evening of the 12th January, 1841, 1 was alarmed by 
hearing the cry of " Fire," and upon rushing outside my quarters, 
I observed that it was either the newly-built Government House 
or some adjoining buildings. Upon reaching the spot I found that 
it was the thatched cottage wnich had been occupied by the 
Governor and his family, but was then used as the private 
secretary's office. Standmg outside, at one of the windows, was 
his Excellency Colonel G«»wler, and his son Henry, and as I ran 
up, the colonel said, " Oh, Tolmer, if I could only save that box ! " 
(pointing to a large chest at the farthest end of the room). You 
don't know what valuable papers it contains.*' Without replying 
to this appeal, I instantly leapt through the window, seized the box 
in q^uestion, and dragged it along the floor, and just as I was 
getting through the window, with the intention of lifting the 
ponderous box, with the assistance of his Excellency and his son, 
the whole of the roof, which had been in a blaze all the time, fell in, 
and buried the box and its contents in the flames. 

I had myself a narrow escape, as I was struck by the burning 
rafters and slightly singed whilst scrambling through the window ; 
at the same moment also, a loaded musket which had been stand- 
ing in one corner of the room exploded as it fell in the flames, and 
the bullet whizzed passed our heads. The fire-engine soon arrived, 
but owing to a deficiency of water, there was much delay in 
subduing the flames ; Providence, however, favoured, for the wind 
kept steadily in the most desirable point, had it shifted, the 
surrounding outbuildings must have been destroyed. It was 
unfortunate that a combustible hut should have been chosen as the 
proper place to deposit the public documents, and it was said at 
the time that these papers were actually removed from Government 
House to the cottage a few days before the conflagration, for the 
purpose of making room in the former place for Ld^^ '^t^t^^ccc^^ 
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who had then just arrived in the colony. Strong snspicions 
eiiBted that the fire was wilfol. A Mr. McPherson, who resided at 
Government House for a considerable time alter his arrival in the 
colony, and who for some time before had been considered in a 
state of partial lunacy, was charged on the following day before 
Major O Halloran, Commissioner of Police, and several magistrates, 
with the crime of wilful fire-raising, and was committed for trif^ 
for the offence at the ensuing assizes. About ten or twelve days 
afterwards, however, an inquisition was held before the sheriff in 
the Supreme Court-house, in pursuance of a writ ''de lunatico 
inquirendo'* in the case. The jury having been sworn, the sheriff 
read the writ, and remarked, *' That in order to justify a verdict of 
insanity, it would be necessary to prove not merely that McPherson 
was of weak intellect or possessed peculiarities, but the jury must, 
ere they found a verdict of lunacy, be satisfied that he was in such a 
state as not to be capable of disposing of his own property or 
managing his own affairs." ' 

After all the evidence had been gone through, Mr. McPherson 
himself was sent for, and having come into court, was questioned 
at considerable length by the foreman of the juiy (Mr Stevenson) 
regarding the various conversations, &c., which were mentioned by 
the witnesses ; to all the questions he gave very distinct answers, 
which corresponded mostly with the evidence given by the wit- 
nesses. The examination having been finished, the court adjourned 
to a day named, when Mr. Mann, on behalf of Mr. McPherson, 
made a lengthy and most able speech. Mr. Hardy replied, and the 
jury retired to consult on their verdict, but after being shut up 
several hours they could not agree — six being in favour of a verdict 
of lunacy, and six of an opposite opinion. They were, therefore, 
dismissed, and there the matter rested ; in the meantime he was 
committed to prison to take his trial at the ensuing gaol delivery 
for arson. 

When the bill was sent before the grand jury, it was ignored; 
not the slightest evidence connecting Mr. McPherson with the 
crime being adduced, and he was immediately set at liberty by the 
judge's order, whereupon, on March 3rd, the Advocate-General then 
applied to the court to have Mr. McPherson detained in custody 
under the authority of a clause in the Act 39 and 40 George III.,- 
chapter 39, and also under the Supreme Court Act, the former of 
which declares that any magistrate may apprehend and keep in 
safe custody any insane person, who if at large might endanger 
the public safety, or who may be suspected of beihg about to 
commit some crime. The latter provides that the judge of the 
Supreme Court may in like manner cause the apprehension of any 
person of insane mind who may be suspected of being about to 
commit an offence against the public safety, and to appomt keepers 
and guardians for mm. The Advocate was prepared to put in 
affidavits to show that Mr. McPherson had usea violent uireats 
against property, as soon as he was at Hberty. 
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The judffe in reply said, " I have no authority under the Act of 
George III. to interfere with Mr. McPherson s liberty, and no 
authority under the Supreme Court Act, but what has been 
assumed ; let Mr. McPherson therefore be discharged." And there 
the matter ended. As well as my memory seryes me, I think some 
influential friends advised and sent him home to England shortly 
after his liberation. 

Earljr in February, 1841, upon attending the office of the 
Commissioner of Pohce as usueQ with the morning state, Major 
O'Halloran handed me a letter which the Government had just 
received from the Colonial Secretary of New South Wales (Mr. 
Deas Thomson) enclosing a minute description of a notorious bush- 
ranger named Patrick Murphy, an Irishman, sumamed ** Blue Cap," 
for whose apprehension his Government offered a reward of 1002. 
The letter went on to state that it was ascertained with certainty 
that the individual in question had joined a certain overland 
party travelling with cattle to Adelaide, and that he (Mr. Thomson) 
was commanded by his Excellency the Governor to urgently request 
the co-operation of the South Australian Government in effecting 
his arrest. Correct copies of the description of the man were then 
furnished to the Inspector of the Metropolitan Police and to 
myself, for the information of the men in our respective 
departments. 

On Saturday afternoon, the 13th of the above month, I was 
riding my horse for exercise, and on passing the York Hotel was 
stopped by a gentleman, who, seeing by the uniform that I was an 
officer of police, said, " There's a strange suspicious character, who 
asked me the way to the Tiers just now, ana is gone down Rundle 
Street, the way I directed him." I thanked him for the information, 
and said, '* 1 will follow the man and see who he is ; " and 
rode down the street accordingly. On tuniing the comer where 
the Stag Inn is now, 1 descried the individual some distance 
a-head on the track across the park-lands leading towards Glesson's 
Hill. On hearing me approach he suddenly stopped and half- 
turned, but owing to my horse bei^g hard in the mouth and 
excitable, . I passed him a feW paces ; the glance I obtained of 
his face, however, satisfied me he was the identical man whose 
remarkable description had been received from Sydney a few days 
before. The moment he stopped, he placed himself m a peculiar 
attitude, with both hands under the lapels of his coat, and it 
struck me forcibly that he had a pistol in each hand ; however, 
without hesitation, I gently urged my horse nearer the fellow, and 
said, " Why, I know you, you are Patrick Murphy," to which he 
replied, " Well, what do you want P " By this time I had managed 
to approach near enough to his person and quickly leaning 
forwam seized his collar, saying, " You are my prisoner," which 
action caused my right spur to touch my horse s side, when he 
made a sidelong plunge, and as the fellow threw himself back at 
the same time, I was dragged off the saddle to the gcoxrcL^L^ ^\i^ \sl 
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falling, brought the priHoncr down with me. We then both sprung 
up together, I Htill retaining a firm grip of the collar ; he then 
Htruck me on the Hide of the head with hiH tist. Being then satisfied 
he had no piHtols, I at once loosened hold of bim, and dealt him a 
heavy blow in the face which knocked him down, he nimbly ffot np 
again, however, when we had a regular set-to, which lasted some 
minutes. He was no match for mo, however, which he soon 
admitted, and surrendered saying, " Well, now vou've ffot lOW.** 

I n the description of the man contained in the ColoniaTSecretaiy'f 
letter, it stated that in an encounter with the police he caught 
hold of the bridle-reins of the policeman's horse, and received a 
sword-cut right across both hands, inflicting a wound which had 
contracted tne middle fingers of Ixjth hands, upon examining these 
mem)>ers, and placing tnem together, I found that the scar and 
contracted fingers exactly corresnonded, as likewise his height, 
dark hair, deep sunken eves, and nigh cheek-ljones agreed in every 
reH|)ect. I then chargea him with being a runaway convict and 
bush-ranger, which he did not deny ; and took houl of his coat 
collar, and thus proceeded towards Kundle Btreet. As he roa<le no 
f urth<ir resistance and was ajmarently willing to walk quietly by 
mv side, I relaxed my hold of him, but when we got opposite the 
Plough and Harrow, he suddenly started oil running;, and 
ruH}ie<l into the bar. I, however, quickly re-secured him and 
proce(;dLHl onwards, keeping the middle of the street. Thinking be 
would not again attempt an escape, I once more released hold of 
his collar, but on reaching Pearce s, the tailor's shop, at the comer 
of King William and Kundle Btrcets (now the Bee Hive), he 
ma^le another rush into the slu^p. I was at his heels, however, and 
just as he tried to get over the counter I struck him a blow behind 
the hea^l, and knocked him down. Mr. Pearce at the time was 
cutting out either a pair of trousers or a coat, and must have Ijeen 
astf>niHhed at the sudden intrusion. To prevent a recurrence of 
these att^nnpts, I did not again leave hold of the prisoner until I 
reached the jjolice-station on North Terrace. Mr. Btewart was in 
the office, and as I brought him forward I said, '*This man is 
Patrick Murpjhy, the bush-ranger and runaway convict from New 
Bouth Wal<;H, and has admitted the fact. You will please lock him 
ui>, therefore, and have him brought l^fore Mr. Wigby on Monday/' 
lliereuixm Btewart said, " Oh, that's not the man \* nearing which, 
and presuming i>robably that Btewart was a superior officer to my- 
Wilf, tlie fellow at once said, *' Of course I am not, I was only joking 
when that officer arrcHte^l me.*' I felt very indignant at the 
insjxictor's remark and unmistakable opposition, and desired him 
to prrxlucc the Order Ikxik, in which he would see that the 
description of the bush-ranger i'atrick Murphy corresponded 
exactly in every particidar with the prisoner, even as to his 
nationality. Mr. Newenham, the sheri^ entered the office at the 
moment of the controversy, and said, ** Let me converse with the 
prisoner a minute, and 1 will soon know whether he is a Tipperary 
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man." He did so, and gave it his decided opinion that he came 
from that county. Mr. Stewart then directed the prisoner to take 
off his coat for the purpose of examining his arms. He did so, but 
to my great surprise the tattooed letters I H S. were not there ! 
'* You see/' added Stewart, in a braggart and ostentatious manner. 
" I knew I was right." I then said, " At all events I hold you 
responsible for the safe custody of the prisoner," and left the 
office. 

One of the standing orders in barracks was to have a church 
jmrade every Sunday, and after inspection, march to church. 
Accordingly, on Sunday, the 14th February, 1841, tiie men fell in 
at the usual hour, in their then neat police uniform, consisting of 
a double-breasted blue cloth jacket and white buttons, blue doth 
cap with white band ; trousers (blue cloth with white piping down 
seams in winter, and white drill in summer), sword, black belt and 
pouch, Ac, white cotton gloves, and military spurs. 

After due inspection, I marched them to Trinity Church, and 
we took our seats in two pews, which were especially allotted to 
the police. About the middle of the service a policeman quietly 
entered the church and came up to me, and whispered that 1 and 
all the men were immediately wanted in barracks. Without specu- 
lating a moment as to what could possibly be the cause of such a 
very unusual summons, I at once passed the word to each man 
not to make a rattle with their swords, and follow me quietly ; but, 
although we left the church as noiselessly as possible, it neverthe- 
less attracted and disturbed the whole congregation, who probably 
thought the town was being sacked by bushrangers, or that the 
Murray tribes had set it on fire, and were murdering the inhabi- 
tants, as no other calamity could possibly have occurred. 

On reaching the barracks I received a verbal message from Mr. 
Torrens, collector of customs, in effect that my presence, with a 
strong body of police, was required immediately at Glenelg, to aid 
him in the performance of ms duty. Without delaying to don 
our riding-suits, we at once saddled and mounted our horses, and 
started off at full speed. 

On arrival at Glenelg, Mr. Torrens at once directed me to place 
there a couple of police troopers in charge over a flock of sheep 
(about 2000, which several men were busily tar-branding with the 
broad arrow), which he said he had seized, for the reason that they 
had been sold for the purpose of being shipped on board a French 
ship, the Ville de Bordeava^, Of course, being the collector of 
customs, and a justice of the peace, it was not my place to ques- 
tion the legality of the proceedings, and forthwith told off two 
men for this special duty. Mr Torrens then drew my attention to 
a large vessel under sail in the offing, about seven miles off, saying, 
" We must seize that ship. She is French, and is sailing under 
false papers. Moreover, she has broken the customs regulations, 
and sailed away with one of my officers (Anthony), who is forcibly 
detained on board." " Well, Mr. Torrens," I replied, " ho^ i^^ksv.^ 
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■i. !.■!■ )..<( .i.f:ji. It,'i7 ■■'< ''»? lir.^-ul, i^".''... X".'*.. A fi f.hi* <ian^** \.\t\\i* i 
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amatear coalheavers, conseqaently load and incessant cries jof 
'' Out of the way/' were heard. At last, all the coals and shingles 
having been shipped, and nothing more in the shape of fuel 
being obtainable, and the steam having been got up, we sheered 
off the wharf. The people assembled there (men and women) 
then gave ns three cheers, which were heartily returned by all on 
board, Captain Lipson conspicuonsly standing on the bridge, hat 
in hand, acting as timeist. 

The downer was a paddle steamer, and at starting, the revela- 
tions of the wheels were regnlar and satisfactory, but she had not 
gone many hnndred yards from the wharf, when they gradually 
diminished, and at last stopped altogether, which drew forth roars 
of langhter, and more cheers from the spectators. In this awkward 
dilemma. Captain Lipson requested me to let the police jump up 
on the paddle-boxes, and start the wheels by shoving them round 
with their feet. This novel expedient had the desired effect, and 
once more we proceeded rapidly on our way, but, alas ! only for 
a short distance, as the vessel came to a standstill altogether, 
about where the coal- shed is now ei*ected. Then followed more 
cheers from the shore, interspersed with taunts and biting jests. 
The captain, however, nothing daunted, and adhering to the motto, 
nil despercmd/um, again and again solicited the services of my 
men, which they cheerfully responded to, until at last the engines 
worked regularly, and there were no more stoppages. After 
getting out of the river, a large boat (lugger-rigged) with a fuU 
complement of men, came alongside, and reportea that they had 
not seen anything of the French vessel. This boat, it appears, 
had been out all night in search of the ship, under the cnarge 
of Mr. E. Holthouse, with orders to seize and oring her into Port 
Adelaide. I was much tickled on noticing in the bottom of the 
boat a number of muskets without flints, tied into a bundle, with 
which the crew had been supplied in the event of any resistance 
being made. Whether they had been enjoined, as Oliver Cromwell 
did his soldiers, to " Trust in God, and keep their powder dry," 
I never inquired. 

After parting with the lugger, we shaped a course direct across 
the golf, and next day landed to procure firewood. After obtain- 
ing a supply, we again went in quest of the intended prize, but, 
like the FVumg Dvichm^m, she was nowhere to be seen, although 
we steamea about the gulf in every direction, until compelled to 
put in at Glenelg for more fuel, where, to our utter astonishment, 
we were informed the vessel was at the port, and in possession of 
the officers of the customs. Having taken in a supply of fire- 
wood, we again steamed away, and arrived at the port on Thurs- 
day, and after landing had to submit to a considerable amount of 
chaffing, being called '* Lipson's horse marines,'* and such Hke. 

In the attempt I have made in describing the foregoing mad 
and (^xotic proceedings, I confess my utter inability as a wrlt^T^ 
as it requires the pen 01 a Dickens, a Lever, ot oXSclqt vqlOcl\aXsi:^/^ 
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to be effected ? " '' Can any of yonr men pfoll an oar ? " lie asked. 
I gaid^ " I think so ; at all events, there's myself and Sergeant- 
Major Alford." '' Very well, then, if yon can make up a cxew, 
we'll take that whale-boat and go after her." 

Having made known Mr. Torrens* object to the men, a sofficient 
nnmber of volunteers accustomed to boating were qnickly obtained, 
and with a crew thns formed we shoved off the boat, and, booted 
and spurred, took our places in her. Mr. Torrens steered. 

There was a strong wind blowing at the time from the sooth-west, 
which consequently caused a heavy sea, and sent the spray flying 
over us, wetting us to the skim After pulHng with aQ oar nu^ 
for about half an hour, we had not got more than a quarter o? a 
mile from the shore, which fact I mentioned to Mr. Tcnrens, adding, 
that it was therefore absurd to suppose we could ever reach the 
ship. He at once concurred, and as we returned to the beach 
saia, ** Well take a short cut through the reed-beds to the port, 
engage the Courier, get up steam, and go in pursuit of the French- 
man." 

After leaving Alford and a police trooper with the sheep, we 
mounted our horses without a moment's delay, and rode off at a 
tearing pace in the direction of Port Adelaide. AHhon^h it was 
summer time, there were still numerous boggy places in uie reed- 
beds in those days, through which we dashed, helter-skelter, and 
unavoidably splashed each other with black mire. 

As well as I can remember, we got to the port about three pm., 
and the services of the Courier being at once engaged, a crew was 
at once obtained, and preparations made to get up steam, under 
the directions of Captain Lipson, B.N., the harbour-master. As 
many men also, as could be got, were at once employed carrying 
shingles from a large heap deposited on the wharf, and coals m>m 
another heap in the same place, in the which we all assisted. 
Whilst this was going on, Mr. Torrens, Captains Sturt (Assistant 
Commissioner, Laud Office), and Dashwood were attending to the. 
commissariat department, and seeing to their pistols being in 
order. To this end, an American black, well known at the port in 
those days, was on the instant engaged as steward, and afterwards 
seen hurrying hither and thither, now carrying a dead sheep on 
bc^rrl, then a bag of potatoes and other vegetables, a box of cigars 
under his arm, loaves of bread, Ac, &e. At the same time a 
sailor was observed hastily rolling a cask of brandy from the 
bonded store, and in the hurry of getting it on board, the hea^l 
got stave^l in, and a consideraole quantity of its contents wasted. 
An empty cask was then (quickly procured, and what was saved of 
the brandy was put into it. Tnis exciting part of the proceedings 
had to be performed with ladles and dippers, and probably, owing 
to the fumes of the spirits, and nips imbibed on uie sly, speedily 
stupefied the men, and rendered them helpless. By this time peopte 
harf come out of afternoon church, and crowded the wharf, thereby 
blocking the way of the men and police acting the part of 
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amatear coalheavers, conseqnently lond and inoessant cries jof 
'' Ont of the wa^," were heara. At last, all the coals and shingles 
having been shipped, and nothing more in the shape of fuel 
being obtainable, and the steam having been eot up, we sheered 
off the wharf. The people assembled there (men and women) 
then gave ns three cheers, which were heartily returned by all on 
board, Captain Lipson conspicuously standing on the bridge, hat 
in hand, acting as timeist. 

The Gowrier was a paddle steamer, and at starting, the revolu- 
tions of the wheels were regular and satisfactory, but she had not 
gone many hundred yards from the wharf, when they gradually 
diminished, and at last stopped altogether, which drew forth roars 
of laughter, and more cheers from the spectators. In this awkward 
dilemma. Captain Lipson requested me to let the police jump up 
on the paddle-boxes, and start the wheels by shoving them round 
with their feet. This novel expedient had the desired effect, and 
once more we proceeded rapidly on our way, but, alas ! only for 
a short distance, as the vessel came to a standstill altogether, 
about where the coal-shed is now ei*ected. Then followed more 
cheers from the shore, interspersed with taunts and biting jests. 
The captain, however, nothing daunted, and adhering to the motto, 
nil despercund/wn, again and again solicited the services of my 
men, which they cheerfully responded to, until at last the engines 
worked regularly, and there were no more stoppages. After 
getting out of the river, a large boat (lugger-rigffed) with a full 
complement of men, came alongside, and reportea that they had 
not seen anything of the French vesseL This boat, it appears, 
had been out all night in search of the ship, under the cnarge 
of Mr. E. Holthouse, with orders to seize and oring her into Port 
Adelaide. I was much tickled on noticing in the bottom of the 
boat a number of muskets without flints, tied into a bundle, with 
which the crew had been supplied in the event of any resistance 
being made. Whether they had been enjoined, as Oliver Cromwell 
did his soldiers, to ** Trust in God, and keep their powder dry," 
I never inquired. 

After parting with the lugger, we shaped a course direct across 
the golf, and next day landed to procure firewood. After obtain- 
ing a supply, we again went in quest of the intended prize, but, 
like the FVyvng Dutchman, she was nowhere to be seen, although 
we steamed about the gulf in every direction, until compelled to 
put in at Glenelg for more fuel, where, to our utter astonishment, 
we were informed the vessel was at the port, and in possession of 
the officers of the customs. Having taken in a supply of fire- 
wood, we again steamed away, and arrived at the port on Thurs- 
day, and after landing had to submit to a considerable amount of 
chaffing, being called *' Lipson*s horse marines,'* and such like. 

In the attempt I have made in describing the foregoing mad 
and Quixotic proceedings, I confess my utter mability as a wrliex^ 
as it requiras the pen 01 a Dickens, a Lever, ot o'OcL'&t «vx.Ocl\s^^ti^«^ 
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to be effected ? ** *^ Can any of jour men pnll an oar ? " be asked. 
I gaid^ " I think so ; at all eyents, tbere's myself and Sergeant- 
Maior Alford." '' Very well, then, if yon can make up a crew, 
we'll take that whale-boat and go after her." 

Having made known Mr. Torrens' object to the men, a sufficient 
nnmber of volunteers accustomed to boating were quickly obtained, 
and with a crew thus formed we shoved off the boat, and, booted 
and spurred, took our places in her. Mr. Torrens steered. 

There was a strong wind blowing at the time from the south-west, 
which consequently caused a heavy sea, and sent the spray flying 
over us, wetting us to the skim After pulling with all our might 
for about half an hour, we had not got more than a quarter ol a 
mile from the shore, which fact I mentioned to Mr. Torrens, adding, 
that it was therefore absurd to suppose we could ever reach the 
ship. He at once concurred, and as we returned to the beach 
said, ** Well take a short cut through the reed-beds to the port, 
engage the Cowrier, get up steam, and go in pursuit of the French- 
man." 

After leaving Alford and a police trooper with the sheep, we 
mounted our horses without a moment's delay, and rode off at a 
tearing pace in the direction of Port Adelaide. Although it was 
summer time, there were still numerous boggy places in uie reed- 
beds in those days, through which we dashed, helter-skelter, and 
unavoidably splashed each other with black mire. 

As weU as I can remember, we got to the port about three p.m., 
and the services of the Courier being at once engaged, a crew was 
at once obtained, and preparations made to get up steam, under 
the directions of Captain Lipson, B.N., the narbonr-master. As 
many men also, as could be got, were at once employed carrying 
shingles from a large heap deposited on the wharf, and coals m>m 
another heap in the same place, in the which we all assisted. 
Whilst this was going on, Mr. Torrens, Captains Sturt (Assistant 
Commissioner, Laud Office), and Dashwood were attending to the. 
commissariat department, and seeing to their pistols being in 
order. To this end, an American black, well known at the port in 
those days, was on the instant engaged as steward, and afterwards 
seen hurrying hither and thither, now carrying a dead sheep on 
board, then a bag of potatoes and other vegetables, a box of cigars 
under his arm, loaves of bread, &c., &Q. At the same time a 
sailor was observed hastily rolling a cask of brandy from the 
bonded store, and in the hurry of getting it on board, the head 
got staved in, and a consideraole quantity of its contents wasted. 
An empty cask was then G[uickly procured, and what was saved of 
the brandy was put into it. Tnis exciting part of the proceedings 
had to be performed with ladles and dippers, and probably, owing 
to the fumes of the spirits, and nips imbibed on the sly, speedily 
stupefied the men, and rendered them helpless. By this time people 
had come out of afternoon church, and crowded tne wharf, thereby 
blocking the way of the men and police acting the part of 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 211 

amatear coalheayers, consemiently lond and inoesBant cries jof 
'' Oat of the way/' were heard. At last, all the coals and shingles 
having been shipped, and nothing more in the shape of fuel 
being obtainable, and the steam having been got up, we sheered 
oflP the wharf. The people assembled there (men and women) 
then gave us three cneers, which were heartily returned by all on 
board, Captain Lipson conspicuously standing on the bridge, hat 
in hand, acting as timeist. 

The GowrieT was a paddle steamer, and at starting, the revolu- 
tions of the wheels were regular and satisfactory, but she had not 
gone many hundred yards from the wharf, when they gradually 
diminished, and at last stopped altogether, which drew forth roars 
of laughter, and more cheers from the spectators. In this awkward 
dilemma, Captain Lipson requested me to let the police jump up 
on the paddle-boxes, and start the wheels by shoving them round 
with their feet. This novel expedient had the desired effect, and 
once more we proceeded rapidly on our way, but, alas ! only for 
a short distance, as the vessel came to a standstill altogether, 
about where the coal- shed is now ei'ected. Then followed more 
cheers from the shore, interspersed with taunts and biting jests. 
The captain, however, nothing daunted, and adhering to the motto, 
nil de€^ercmdum, again and again solicited the services of my 
men, which they cheerfully responded to, until at last the engines 
worked regularly, and there were no more stoppages. After 
getting out of the river, a large boat (lugger-rigged) with a full 
complement of men, came alongside, and reportea that they had 
not seen anything of the French vesseL This boat, it appears, 
had been out all night in search of the ship, under the cnarge 
of Mr. E. Holthouse, with orders to seize and oring her into Port 
Adelaide. I was much tickled on noticing in the bottom of the 
boat a number of muskets without flints, tied into a bundle, with 
which the crew had been supplied in the event of any resistance 
being made. Whether they had been enjoined, as Oliver Cromwell 
did his soldiers, to " Trust in God, and keep their powder dry," 
I never inquired. 

After parting with the lugger, we shaped a course direct across 
the goK, and next day landed to procure firewood. After obtain- 
ing a supply, we again went in quest of the intended prize, but, 
like the FVymg Dutchman, she was nowhere to be seen, although 
we steamed about the gulf in every direction, until compelled to 
put in at Glenelg for more fuel, where, to our utter astomshment, 
we were informed the vessel was at the port, and in possession of 
the officers of the customs. Having taken in a supply of fire- 
wood, we again steamed away, and arrived at the port on Thurs- 
day, and after landing had to submit to a considerable amount of 
chaffing, being called '* Lipson's horse marines,'* and such like. 

In the attempt I have made in describing the foregoing mad 
and Quixotic proceedings, I confess my utter inability as a wrlt^x^ 
as it requiras the pen of a Dickens, a Lever, ot o\i!bL<&t VQLOcL\AXst)\fi^ 
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to be effected P " '' Can any of jonr men pnll an oar P " lie asked. 
I Raid, " I think so ; at all events, there's myself and Sergeant- 
Major Alford." " Very well, then, if yon can make np a crew, 
we'll take that whale-boat and go after her." 

Having made known Mr. Torrens' object to the men^ a sufficient 
nnmber of volunteers accustomed to boating were quickly obtained, 
and with a crew thus formed we shoved off the boat, and, booted 
and spurred, took our places in her. Mr. Torrens steered. 

There was a strong wind blowing at the time from the south-west, 
which consequently caused a heavy sea, and sent the spray flying 
over us, wetting us to the skim After pulling with all our might 
for about half an hour, we had not got more than a quarter of a 
mile from the shore, which fact I mentioned to Mr. Torrens, adding, 
that it was therefore absurd to suppose we could ever reacb the 
ship. He at once concurred, and as we returned to the beach 
said, '* Well take a short cut through the reed-beds to tbe port, 
engage the CatMrier, get up steam, and go in pursuit of the French- 
man." 

After leaving Alford and a police trooper with the sheep, we 
mounted our horses without a moment's delay, and rode off at a 
tearing pace in the direction of Port Adelaide. Although it was 
summer time, there were still numerous boggy places in uie reed- 
beds in those days, through which we dashed, helter-skelter, and 
unavoidably splashed each other with black mire. 

As well as i can remember, we got to the port about three p.m., 
and the services of the Courier being at once engaged, a crew was 
at once obtained, and preparations made to get up steam, under 
the directions of Captain Lipson, B.N., the narbour-master. As 
ma.ny men also, as could be got, were at once employed canring 
shingles from a large heap deposited on the wharf, and coals nrom 
another heap in the same place, in the which we all assisted. 
Whilst this was going on, Mr. Torrens, Captains Sturt (Assistant 
Commissioner, Land Office), and Dashwood were attending to the. 
commissariat department, and seeing to their pistols being in 
order. To this end, an American black, well known at the port in 
those days, was on the instant engaged as steward, and afterwards 
seen hurrying hither and thither, now carrying a dead sheep on 
board, then a bag of potatoes and other vegetables, a box of cigars 
under his arm, loaves of bread, <&c., &o. At the same time a 
sailor was observed hastily rolling a cask of brandy from the 
bonded store, and in the hurry of getting it on boara, the head 
got staved in, and a consideraole quantity of its contents wasted. 
An empty cask was then quickly procured, and what was saved of 
the brandy was put into it. This exciting part of the proceedings 
had to be performed with ladles and dippers, and probably, owing 
to the fumes of the spirits, and nips imbibed on the sly, speedily 
stupefied the men, and rendered them helpless. By this time people 
had come out of afternoon church, and crowded the wharf, thereby 
blocking the way of the men and police acting the part of 
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amatear coalheavers, conseqnently lond and inoessant cries jof 
** Out of the way," were heara. At last, all the coals and shingles 
having been shipped, and nothing more in the shape off uel 
being obtainable, and the steam having been got ap, we sheered 
off the wharf. The people assembled there (men and women) 
then gave ns three cheers, which were heartily returned by all on 
board, Captain Lipson conspicnonsly standing on the bridge, hat 
in hand, acting as timeist. 

The GowrieT was a paddle steamer, and at starting, the revolu- 
tions of the wheels were regular and satisfactory, but she had not 
gone many hundred yards from the wharf, when they gradually 
diminished, and at last stopped altogether, which drew forth roars 
of laughter, and more cheers from the spectators. In this awkward 
dilemma. Captain Lipson requested me to let the police jump up 
on the paddle-boxes, and start the wheels by shoving them round 
with their feet. This novel expedient had the des&ed effect, and 
once more we proceeded rapidly on our way, but, alas ! only for 
a short distance, as the vessel came to a standstill altogether, 
about where the coal-shed is now ei*ected. Then followed more 
cheers from the shore, interspersed with taunts and biting jests. 
The captain, however, nothing daunted, and adhering to the motto, 
nil de8j>er<md/um, again and again solicited the services of my 
men, which they cheerfully responded to, until at last the engines 
worked regularly, and there were no more stoppages. After 
getting out of the river, a large boat (lugger-rigged) with a full 
complement of men, came alongside, and reported that they had 
not seen anything of the French vessel. This boat, it appears, 
had been out all night in search of the ship, under the cnarge 
of Mr. E. Holthouse, with orders to seize and oring her into Port 
Adelaide. I was much tickled on noticing in the bottom of the 
boat a number of muskets without flints, tied into a bundle, with 
which the crew had been supplied in the event of any resistance 
being made. Whether they had been enjoined, as Oliver Cromwell 
did his soldiers, to " Trust in God, and keep their powder dry," 
I never inquired. 

After parting with the lugger, we shaped a course direct across 
the golf, and next day landed te procure firewood. After obtain- 
ing a supply, we again went in quest of the intended prize, but, 
like the Flying DiUchmun, she was nowhere to be seen, although 
we steamea about the gulf in every direction, until compelled to 
put in at Glenelg for more fuel, where, to our utter astonishment, 
we were inform^ the vessel was at the port, and in possession of 
the officers of the customs. Having taken in a supply of fire- 
wood, we again steamed away, and arrived at the port on Thurs- 
day, and aiter landing had to submit to a considerable amount of 
chaffing, being called ** Lipson's horse marines," and such like. 

In the attempt I have made in describing the foregoing mad 
and Quixotic proceedings, I confess my utter inability as a wrlt^x^ 
as it requires the pen of a Dickens, a Lever, ox oXtJCL^t «vx.OcL\s^<eic^«^ 
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to }>o tiffectfyl P " '^ Oan any of yoar men pull an oar P ** ha a«kad« 
I Haid, '* I think no ; at all eventfi, thi$re'ii myMilf and Sergeant* 
Maior AlforcL" " Very well, then, if you can make up a crew, 
we'll take that whaUvljoat an/1 go after her.'' 

llavinf< mo/le known Mr. Torrenif' object to the men, a mifficumt 
numlwr of volunt<»erN accustomed to lioating were quickly olitaineil, 
and wifch a crew thuM formd we ihoved off the }>oat, and, bootf^d 
awl Hpurred, took our placeH in Iter. Mr. Torren* uteered. 

Tluire waM a Htrong wind blowing at the time from the »oath«weNt, 
which c^>nfMy|uently cauHed a heavy iea, and Ment the iipray fiym^ 
over UM, wetting ui to the ikiui After pulling with all our might 
Uix aVioiit half an lu)nr, we ha/1 not got more than a quarter A a 
mile from the vhorc, which fact I mentioned to Mr, Torren», adding, 
that it wan therefore aViMurd to Huppose we could ever reach the 
ihin. iCe at once concurred, ami aw we returned to the beach 
•aid, ** We'll take a short cut through the reed-beds to the port, 
engage the Ofmrier, get up steam, and go in pursuit of the French- 
man. 

After leaving Alford ami a p^jlice trooper with the sheep, we 
mounted our hftrtmn without a moment's delay, and rode off at a 
tearing jhum in the direction of Port Adelaide. Although tt was 
summer time, there were still numerous boggy places in tne reed- 
>ie<JH in those days, through which we dashed, helter-skelter, and 
umivoi<lably sr)lashed each other with black mire. 

Am well as I can remeinlxjr, we ^(tt to the port al>out three p.m., 
and the s^trvic^^N of the Oou/rutr l^eing at ^mce engaged, a crew was 
at once obiain<Ml, and preparaii/>ns ma<le to get up steam, under 
the directions of Captain L'lpnon, }l.}i., the harl>our'master. As 
miiny men also, as c^iulil \Hi got, were at once employed carrying 
shingles from a large heaj> dep'>sit<*/<l on the wharf, and coals from 
anotTu^r lutap iu the HtLum jdace, in the which we all assistexi 
WhilMt this waH going on, Mr. 'Forrens, Captains Bturt (Assistant 
Comminsioner, Land Offi<}<j), and Dashwor>d were attemlini^ to the. 
r^imniisMariiit department, and seeing to their pistols being in 
order. To this end, an AnK^rican black, well km>wn at the port iu 
tlK>He dayK, was on tlie iuHtant engagij^l as steward, and aft<irwardK 
HMtn flurrying hitlier and thither, now carrying a dim/1 slieep on 
liOfird, then a liag of p/tatoiiH and other veg(;tables, a U)X of cigars 
under Ium arm, Wves of bread, &c., &a. At the same time a 
sailor wan obnerved hastily rolling a cask of brandy from the 
Umdiul Hi/tntp and in the hurry of getting it on lx)ara, the liea^l 
got HiiLVini in, and a r^^jusideraole quantity of its contents wasted. 
An <5ni[ity cank was then quickly procured, and wluit was sav<^ of 
tlu) brandy was put UiUf it. This exciting f^art of the proceedings 
ha<l to U) |>erforuied with ladles and dio(H;rs, ami prolmbly, owing 
Ut i\iii fumes of Uie spirits, and nips imbil>e<l on trie sly, speedily 
sturNjH<Mi tliii men, ami remlere<l them lielpless. By this ume people 
hu/\ tuntui out of aft'frnor>n church, ami crowded the wharf, thereby 
blix^king tlie way of the men and police acting the part of 
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amateur coalheavers, oonseqnently load and incessant ones x>f 
" Oat of the way/' were heard. At last, all the coals and shingles 
having been shipped, and nothing more in the shape of fael 
being obtainable, and the steam haying been eot ap, we sheered 
off the wharf. The people assembled there (men and women) 
then gaye as three cheers, which were heartily retamed by all on 
board, Captain Lipson conspicaoasly standing on the bridge, hat 
in hand, acting as timeist. 

The GovHer was a paddle steamer, and at starting, the revola- 
tions of the wheels were regular and satisfactory, bat she had not 
gone many hnndred yards from the wharf, when they gradually 
diminished, and at last stopped altogether, which drew forth roars 
of laughter, and more cheers from the spectators. In this awkward 
dilemma. Captain Lipson requested me to let the police jump up 
on the paddle-boxes, and start the wheels by shoving them round 
with their feet. This novel expedient had the desired effect, and 
once more we proceeded rapidly on our way, but, alas ! only for 
a short distance, as the vessel came to a standstill altogether, 
about where the coal-shed is now ei*ected. Then followed more 
cheers from the shore, interspersed with taunts and biting jests. 
The captain, however, nothing daunted, and adhering to the motto, 
nil deajperamdum, again and again solicited the services of my 
men, which they cheerfully responded to, until at last the engines 
worked regularly, and there were no more stoppages. After 
getting out of the river, a large boat (lugger-rigged) with a full 
complement of men, came alongside, and reported that they had 
not seen anything of the French vessel. This boat, it appears, 
had been out all night in search of the ship, under the cnarge 
of Mr. E. Holthouse, with orders to seize and oring her into Fort 
Adelaide. I was much tickled on noticing in the bottom of the 
boat a number of muskets without flints, tied into a bundle, with 
which the crew had been supplied in the event of any resistance 
being made. Whether they nad been enjoined, as Oliver Cromwell 
did his soldiers, to " Trust in God, and keep their powder dry," 
I never inquired. 

After parting with the lugger, we shaped a course direct across 
the guK, and next day landed to procure firewood. After obtain- 
ing a supply, we again went in quest of the intended prize, but, 
like the Fhjvng Dutchm^jm, she was nowhere to be seen, although 
we steamed about the gulf in every direction, until compelled to 
put in at Glenelg for more fuel, where, to our utter astonishment, 
we were inform^ the vessel was at the port, and in possession of 
the officers of the customs. Having taken in a supply of fire- 
wood, we again steamed away, and arrived at the port on Thurs- 
day, and after landing had to submit to a considerable amount of 
chaffing, being called '' Lipson's horse marines,'* and such like. 

In the attempt I have made in describing the foregoing mad 
and Quixotic proceedings, I confess my utter inability as a wrlt^x^ 
as it requires the pen of a Dickens, a LieyeT, oc o\!bfi;i vqlOclXx^Xssc^^ 

p 2 



.'!• A7 .vrv/.v(7' vc/'.v or a,\ riiuixrcRors 

\YrHor'4 In rnnvpv <•» tb'» HMnlor Mio nbnnrtlify ninl f(»lly of <lin whi»lr» 
niiiitf. M? «»wn iipr^ntinl npi»rnrn!H»o. Mwi Mini of my mow, wilb 
rnop-a ]»fMfriinoiI wiMi rnril iliiHi, niul wortriiiij Mio HAino tinirorin, 
Aiv. ns wlion wo I«»n llio linrrnokn. nft-or i»oinj; siil»jrH4ml In fl»^ 
nnloni I ]invo <losrril>oil. I Wvo in flio imn^iimiion of Ibn 
n»nili»r. 

ptirim; Mtt^ li*ti<^ ^ ''^n" ntiiynfjod in Mm nlK»Yo wIM-gooflo-rlirnto. 
inv nwMiirlHq rro(|noiiMy rovortiMl U\ \\\o Inifihrnii^nr (Mnrpliy) I 
lin«l iiivpii in rhnrijn fi» i1»o ififl|HM^inr of fhp Motrn|H)litnn Pnlir^ 
nn Uio Hnlnnlny {VM\\ l«VI»rnnry). biMMinflo, from liin rpmnrk** i»n 
n»t» n«M»nfltiin, in mnsiMpuMiop of my rhimv»bb in rrtpinrinij Mnn »if»fo- 
rifMw olinrnrifM'. 1 wnn onnnrinnn itmi jonlnnny rnnkloil in In^ 
l»ri»nfli. If. fliorofnrp. nt» npplionfitm won* mn«lo itHbo lH»nob for a 
mtimnil. I vory t»in«»]» fonroil tlio prisnnor wnnM 1»o «1isolinrij«»i1. 
An or n nmriMiiili olonnsiniy. nn«1 flivoi^tin^ mysolf nf my sniloil 
olnllios, I thorornro |«riH*ooilo«1 nl nn«H» f<» f]io pnlioo nfniion c»n NnHli 
Toirnoo. fn mnko inijtiiiio*. nml fnnml I trns pnrrooi in my Rtirmi«o. 
Tlio piifliMior hnil iMH»n «1ino]mnroi1. n]»nn iln* oviilonoo of fho 
in^spoiHi'!-. wbn ]»nil Hio ofTriMitoiy nn«l nf*pnrnn<H« In nfni^* fb«f 1n» 
«Hil nnl OfMi^l'loi- I ho priflnnor wn« flio mnn wniifoil, ns ho bn«1 nnf 
Oio InlliMioil mnik»» nil fho nrm «1oPoril»pi1 in Mr. Poup 'niomunn'* 
loH«M-; iMwiiloq. n« my n1»«onoo (»ii ilnty miirlii In* pm]ini|ifivl. nnil I 
]iriil litHi* i»i- nn oviilnnoo In (»<ror f^nrllior Mmn Mm nrro'»f. lio 
niniifilit W xviMiM 1h» nn injnRfioo in ilio mnn f<« doinin liim 
li»ni»or. n*! 1»o Imil nliojuly l»i*on in oii«»l«»t1y pinoo Snlnnlnv. \\\ 
\\\\^ I »iMi)ioio«1 fVnni Inspoolnr Sfownri tiimftolf. I wn» ^o 
nii>iiMiiOi1v n<i|i»iii«»)io«1. Oint I oniiM linnlly ropiv \\^ llio ulnlo 
moiH. ImiI «sin«plv lomfiiVotI tlinl I wnnM ropi»rl I no «Mroiim?»HniN» 
In tin* iMHnini«>nii»nor i»f pi«lii»o. !inil ni»OMiiliiut|y woiil finMiwiOi |i» 
lii'j I'lVii'o Afloi" Imviiitj liftni'il llio wlii^lo pnrtionlnrp of llio pri- 
pniuM'y I'nphno. nni1 •oil««>ot|nonl nilnn'^Qimi llml lio wnrf rnlri.^k 
Mmphv.Minl llio ii»fnnrViiMo fnol llinl llio ilosi^riplivo iii:nk«» mi 
1ii*j piMHiMi o^Mi'llv oi'iio'JpiMiiloil wiMi llio «1o'»oiipUnii forwni'loil 
l»Y Imi» iM«Ii»ni'il «i»i»ii»lnrv nl Svilnov, o^i^opl ns li» llio lnHiH» mnvk^, 
I^ImJim t »'llfi)Ii'iMM wriM poiri»i»IIy snlislii^il llinl n jjinsn ninl trilfiil 
in;ilvc«>-Mlii>n i»l i>lVii»o WrtQ olonilv OvitliMll. ntlil fnrllltvilll floni rt 

n)P>i<'i'»iMM fi»v llio Miiiiifvlinlo nllomlntn'o nf Mr. SlotrnrI nl llio 
fiMiiM' \f|i»i liivnJiiii liii talnlomiMil niul Inmo rindionlinn, Mnjnr 
MllMniMnn M'Muwqi*,! liim flniij. vi#. • 

'M» Sti»wriif. I 1 Ml lor v«»n In loi^nplnro llio mnn in tpio«lii»n. 
jitiil uMJi-iy 1iii iM "jfifi^lv Ii»i1iii»i1 in on<«|i>i|v williin Iwoiilv fi»nr lii«n»« 
I •jIkiM iip.'if vi'ni i^iMulnoJ In lii^ o^ppllom^v lliOfrdviMiini. niiillinvo 
fi'ii lii'j If n'i>ji>i1 fi^'Mi llio •JOivii'O." 

Till' ii»'iM. lii'woviM. w:i« novor «oon nr lionni nf mrnin. niul in no- 
i»,iiil'p«i-i» wHli |lii» iMfiji«r*»i iti>iiiinoi;ilinn, riiiil fnr nfliiM- i»nl»<i>ipio«l 
fM»ii«*n»;iMi» pi»iiiliii-f. Hip iiispoolnr wri«i ilimniogoi) Uio ff»r^>i». lio 
livi*il «»«lv !i fow yoniM nflovwnrilfi. nml «lii»il in Ailolniilo. 

Tlip »;ii»o.nlMi riioniii«l!nii»i» nf llio 1ollor«» 1 H S n«»l l»oinit on Oio 
mnn'j* mm wns llio "inl'iivl of mnoli o»mln«vor«»Y nl Iho Hmo. pnmo 
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avifrrintf Hint th« toAtkn could be easily renufvedf whilni othcrw h«kl 

Htf/ttMj miwUM afterwanlii, Mr, Anlitrm, f(<frenu/r i4 ilu» gaol^ 
ol/tairM l(^v<5 of n^mence and went to Sydtii^ on a rimit and wniki 
i)M^<^ Ufok mmm imtm to Mceriam from the goremor of the uaol 
and f/t}i«T offiei^rw wh^^hi^' tt wa« |^>Mibb to remove »tu;h tattoo 
nmrkM, wh/m he wtm told that it wa« a common occurrence among 
tt^my'u^ to ftimtfy^i the nmrkiy at will* either \fy meamt </f a bliifter 
or milk, Frir/m further inquirieif made ali^>, he ascertained that the 
tttan I ArrtmUfd was actually the Inwhrantfer for wh//m the Grnrem^ 
ment had tAknA a reward f^ lOOL, and that he was traced to hare 
j'/irii^a i^rty trarelling ^/verland with cattle to Adelaide; the 
truth of which wan imf^iuently c<^mftrmed by the gentleman in 
ehsirudf who admitted to me having brought the felUm tm tnw of 
hm art/yttxnt Init wh/> f>f c^^urive wae not aware, when he engaged 
him, that he was «uch a not/moun character, 

Ef^erting tr> the tmzure fjf the Fi2^ c2e BordecmK t on the follow* 
ing Htmihiy vAint our return h^l proceedintf* were taken againut 
Captain Biron, and Caf/tain f^meni, one <J the charterers of that 
veMe<;l, charging them with aiMaultIng John Anth/mv, cuidfmi' 
\ufnm iffj^sr at Olenelg, while in the executi/m of hi« auty. The 
fu\rtM;$iU*y^(ftuini\ c/nducted the caee on behalf of the proMJCUtor^ 
Mr. Ttfrrtttm. collectr^r of cu«tr.miii ; Mr, Kann and Mr, Fooki ap' 
j/ear<4 f/;r im daftmcs. 

Keelirij^ naturally a great intere^ in the iiMue of the matter after 
our itxpliniM, I attended the ctmri; the wh/>le caee, h/nrever, Woke 
thmti, ae there wae no evidence produced aiCs^cting either Caiitaine 
Birori or Hymers, 

With regard to the mzure of the veMiel itself, the owtennible 
rmm/tm dven at the time l/y the collector of ensUftnn were, ftnit, that 
Uie nhip H iHiiMsm were n//t regular; vec^mdly, that i»hi^ wae about 
U} Gimtmii an unlawful act of carrying Niock from Adelai^le to 
Wettiem Auiftralia ; and tbinlljjr, that «he wae here under »u«piciou« 
ciraamtftsMcen, ami wae not claimed within a numth from the date 
of her seizure. Legal |>roceeding» followed^ resulting in the ahan* 
donment of all the j;reviou» grounds assumed l>y the colkcUft of 
(sunUnun, and, in i>arti/;ular, uf>M^titjg his claim to tlu^ condemna- 
iUm tff the yttnm], on the whicti he hn/i up to that r>erio<l set forth ; 
and a fresh att<;rfi|/t wa^i thi^eu^ion ma^ie, tinder tm^ vhta that the 
v<^sel wae illegally tru^JIng Utiwtmt Hwan River and King George's 
Hound^ which the verdict of the jury justitie<L On the other hand, 
tu^umn were instituted at the suit of a Mr Campl>ell against Mr, 
'J'orrens tfr false imf/risfmment, and vari//us Xe^tAyroeeiAinun mere 
eXm taken against him in otmnexum with tlte affair, all of which 
le<l Ut ruinifUH ex(>enses, which the i'AtVmy eventually had Ut j>ay, 

The tiock oi sheef/, to^/, the private fn'or^erty of a settler, mtt'/Moa 
nnnpmtm of \Hntm sold to the master of ilie French ship, after l>eing 
detained nearly a monWt in custody of the t>olice were eventually 
given up, and sold in their deteriorated condition, and uudec vt^^tUs^^ 
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at the risk of tiieoDllector, at 14«.'0i. per1iMd--ft]oMof oenij 
1200/. being tberebj inewmd. 

After ihe ihip was fbniianj seized, the Fieneli flaff waa atmek 
and the British ensign hoisted, and the ciqAam and sailora were 
torned adrift. Maui» were then taken to inform the Frendi 
frigate cmizing off Van Diemen*s Land of these fxroeeediiigs; so 
thaty as the lU^furler newspaper facetioosl j remarked at the ttme^ 
** We maj be favonred wiUi a entting-ont exploit in onr harboor. 
The steamer ought to be kept in readiness to take the Frenefamaa. 
We beliere that there are sull some shinjgples and tobacco pipes re* 
mainin(^ orer from the last expedition. Flints for the mnakeCaon^^ 
not agam to be forgotten* Frodenee and forethought are esaentul, 
so if file French man-of 'War reall j approaches the lurbonr, it shoold 
be borne in mind that there is d^ytn of water for the steamer onlj 
in the mnd flats behind Torrens Ishuid.^ 

The pnUic press at that period was nnmerdfnUj severe on Mr. 
Torrens, and nis coadjutor the ad^ocate-giaieral, luid each week's 
issue of the ife^jrifier contained a most catting article against them* 

On the erening of the 8th March, 1842, the Fr^ch corretta 
VHerfjmet Captain L'Ev^jne, arrived in the roads. Monsieur 
Jonbert, the owner of the ViUe de BordeauXf came as a passengo'. 
The object of the visit of the Ilerovne mere to inquire into the 
circamstances which led to the seizure of the ViUe de Bifrdeatut, 
and to rqxrrt for the information and guidance of the French 
Government The following were the capUiin's instructions : — 

''If yon Ijelieve that the snip has been unjostlj seized and con* 
demned, jou will demand that it be restored to its owner, Mr. 
Jrmbert, who onght of course to be indemnified for the losses whidi 
he has sustained. 

** If the Irjcal Government refuse to comply with your demand, 
you will then protest against the denialof justice, of which the 
Ailelaide authorities will nave rendered themselves guilty, towards 
a French vessel, and refer the matter at once to the minister of 
marine and the colonies/' 

Acting upon these instructions, Captain L'Ev^ue, havin^^ first 
fully satisfied himself of the illegality of the seizure Of the Vuie de 
liordfs(m»9 demanded its deliverv to the owner. 

l*hat ricmand having been renised, he carried out his instructions 
to the \ety letter, and the Heroine having fulfilled her mission, 
saikd for JV/nrbon, 

8o the afiair refltcd, as it formally became a matter for the ded- 
sion of Governments of England and France. 

7'hc ViUe de JSoTdeatix was a magnificent ship of about 600 tons 
l;iirden, built of wood at Bordeaux, in 1835, for the Portuguese 
Government as a man-of-war, pierced to carrv six guns, but owing 
tit the termination of hoMtilittes l^ween l3on Pedro and Don 
Migticl she was added i/t the French merchant marine. 

After lying some months at Port Adelaide, she was dismasted, 
tarre<l, and her deck roofe^l over, and used as a hulk. 
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Old colonists will remember the unsightly object sbe presented 
on the other side of the stream, where she lay some years, until she 
literally rotted, and eventually was broken up for firewood. 

The ^naZe of this remarkable affair was, that the Colonial 
Government had to disburse to the tune of 14,000^., irrespective of 
law expenses and the amount paid to Mr. Edw£grd Rowlands for the 
loss sustained through the impolitic and illegal seizure of his sheep 
at Glenelg. 

During the stay of L^Heroine in our waters, a ball and 
supper were given by the colonists to Captain L'Bv^ue knd the 
officers at the theatre, on the 2l8t March, 1842, and a few days 
afterwards a return ball, &c., was given by the same officers on 
board their vessel, which lay about Glvq miles off Glenelg. Having 
previousl]^ made the acquaintance of some of the officers, I received 
a special invitation to the entertainment, and gladly accepted it. 
The corvette, I noted, was one of those vessels without a poop, and 
consequently the flush-deck, which had been cleared of every ob- 
struction, afforded ample space for dancing. The whole was taste- 
fully decorated with the flags of all nations, and well lit with 
numerous lamps suspended from the awning, forming a'striking 
cowp d*ceil. The band, however, was not much to speak of, and 
conseguently the dancing was principally kept up to the music of 
a viohn, played by one of the officers. 

About midnight, the company descended to the lower deck, where 
a recherche supper was laid out in the saloon, consisting of every 
delicacy and the choicest French wines. 

In the absence of Captain L'Bv^que, who was entertained that 
evening at Government House, the first lieutenant presided, sup- 
ported by all the other officers, who vied with each other in show- 
ing every attention to their guests, amongst whom, as well as I can 
remember, were the late Dr. and Mrs. Duncan, Dr. and Mrs. O'Hea, 
Messrs. John Newman and John Brown — ^who have now, alas ! all 
passed away. As the company were numerous, however, I have no 
doubt there are still some hving, in Adelaide or elsewhere, who will 
have a vivid recollection of the events which occurred that night. 

After supper, and the loyal toasts having been given and 
responded to, dancing was again spiritedly resumed, and com- 
passionating the young midshipman who was the violinist I offered 
to relieve him in order that he might join the dancers. No one 
could have received the offer with greater delight. He sprang up 
at once with great alacrity, and handed me his instrument, exclaim- 
ing, " Oh ! ciel, quel plaisir ! " After conducing to the amuse- 
ment of the company for some time, I was solicited to play a 
waltz, to which I at once responded. Mrs. Duncan's partner was 
the first lieutenant, and after they had whirled round the deck 
several times she whispered to me in passing "Play faster." 
Accordingly I increased the speed, but each time she came round 
it was always " Faster ! faster ! " till at last the gallant lieutenant 
was fairly beaten, and sat down. The designing, vivajciovjfi* ^^i^J^'ik 
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creature, however, then continiied with the second and third lieu- 
tenants, who each in turn had to give in: when at last she 
exclaimed, " There, I have beaten the French I " 

I well remember Mrs. Duncan ; she was a charming person, and 
a general favourite on account of her liveliness and amiable dis- 
position. I used to give her lessons in riding and equitation, and 
she became very proficient in the art Many pleasant rides I have 
had with her on the south road, to visit Captain and Mrs. O'Hal- 
loran. , Melancholy to relate, however, she met with an untimely 
death. One day, when unattended, her spirited horse took fright 
opposite Trinity Church, and threw her, killing her on the spot. 

But to return: the joyous gathering on board was abruptly 
brought to an end by the first lieutenant, who peremptorily ordered 
air the guests to quit the corvette and get into the boats alongside 
at once, as a storm had suddenly risen, and very probably the 
vessel would have to weigh anchor and put to sea, hence the reason 
for the unexpected order. Never shall I forget the utter astomsh- 
ment with which this mandate was receivea by the gentlemen of 
the party, and the consternation depicted upon the faces of some 
of the ladies. One in particular, declared she would not leave the 
vessel, and demanded to be shown into one of the sleeping berths, 
as she felt very ill, and not fit to be exposed to such tempestuous 
weather. The lieutenant, however, was obdurate, and insisted upon 
our leaving immediately ; which we did. The night, or rather the 
morning, was bo dark that when we all had got into the boats and 
shoved off, we saw nothing of each other until we landed at Glenelg, 
drenched to the skin, and shivering with cold. Neither could we 
hear each other's loud calls during the passage to the shore, on 
account of the howling of the wind and rougnness of the sea — 
indeed, it was considered a miracle that any of the boats reached 
the shore. As soon as we landed, however, the occupants of the 
hotel were quickly apprised of our condition, and at once made a 
roaring fire, and with the addition of a pretty stiff glass of hot 
grog, none of us felt the worse for the exposure. Of course such 
unheard of conduct on the part of the first lieutenant was a nine 
days' wonder, and severely criticized by the public. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Messrs. Inman and Field's party attacked by natives on the Murray — 
Party dispersed, and 5000 sheep stolen — Expedition nnder Major 
O'Halloran to recover the sheep — Expedition imprudently recalled — 
Recall of his Excellency Colonel Gkwler, and arrival of Captain Grey 
as his successor — Unsuccessful attempt to recover the sheep by volunteer 
party — Repulsed by the natives — Second expedition under Major 
O'Halloran — Imprudent swim — Attack on Langhorne's party by the 
Rufus natives — Recovery of the cattle and rescue of the party — ^An 
ungrateful and covetous action — Third expedition to the Rufus to 
protect Mr. Robinson's party — Expedition and overland party attacked 
— Natives repulsed with slaughter — Magisterial inquiry into the 
circumstances — Its result. 

On Wednesday evening, 21st April, 1841, information was received 
in Adelaide tnat an overland party, conducting a flock of sheep 
nnder the charge of Mr. H. Inman and Mr. Field, had been 
attacked by the natives near the elbow of the Mnrray, and that 
one or more persons were severely wounded, and the sheep dispersed. 
The mmonr very soon spread over the town, and the further it 
travelled the more alarmmg it became — for the common principle, 
that the correctness of a report diminishes in a ratio corresponding 
to the distance, was frequently illustrated in Adelaide in those days 
— so much so, that in a few hours after the news reached tovni, it 
was averred as a fact, that the whole of the party had been 
murdered except Mr. Meld, who alone had escaped to bring the 
news. It was soon ascertained, however, that the affair, though 
certainty bad enough, was not quite so serious. 

The mcts as far as could then be ascertained, were as follows : — 
Mr. Inman had charge of a flock of sheep, belon^ng partly to 
himself and paiHy to Lieutenant Field, of Mount barker, and his 
brother, who was with the party. On their arrival near the great 
or north bend of the Murray, a numerous tribe of natives made 
their appearance, and commenced to disturb the sheep, and attempt 
to drive them away. The party, ten in number, were well armed, 
but on the natives coming near and presenting a hostile appearance, 
they all fled, leaving Mr. Inman and Mr. Field alone to defend 
themselves and the sheep. Mr. Inman was speared in attempting 
to drive off the blacks, but his party having deserted him, he of 
course could do nothing. Mr. Field then made the best of his way 
to Mr. Button's station at Mount Dispersion, from which place 
information of the attack was forwarded to Adelaide. On receipt 
of the above intelligence, his Excellency the Grovemor immediately 
gave Major O'Halloran instructions to start with a strong party of 
mounted police, to endeavour to recover the flock of sheep, about 
6000, and capture some of the natives who had committed the 
outrage, and if possible without having recourse to force of any 
desciiption. Preparations having beien made with quick despatch, 
I left Adelaide with a party of troopers, and started eaxV^ ^I's^ 
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morning for Gawler Town, where we remained at night. Dr. 
Weston accompanied us, in order to render assistance to Mr. Inman, 
and any others of the party who might stand in need of it. Just 
as we were starting from Gfawler Town on Friday morning, a man 
arrived from Mr. Datton's stationi stating that Mr. Inman had 
arrived there overnight, wounded by spyrs in three places, 
and in a state of great exhaustion. Dr. Weston, immediately on 
learning the above, pushed on ahead of us. The man also s&ted 
that Mr. Inman saia one of his men was killed ; the fate of the 
others he knew nothing of. Upon our reaching Mr. Dutton's 
station we found Mr. Lmian there as reported, likewise the rest of 
his partv, two of whom were severely wounded. Poor Inman v^ras in 
a pitiable condition on account of his mental and bodily sufferings, 
having travelled for weeks with part of a barbed spear in his back. 
I gathered from him the following account of the attack made upon 
him, and his subsequent sufferings. On the morning of the 
16th March, and about forty miles on the other side of Lake 
Bonney, having encamped on the bank of an exceedingly brackish 
creek the night previous, he and his party pushed on for two or 
three miles to breakfast. During this meal me natives, who had 
annoyed them excessively the whole of the way from the Darling, 
at which river they had speared several of their sheep, appear^ 
on the opposite bank of the creek where they were m nnmbers 
about thirty or forty. From what took place afterwards, it 
was evident that the remainder were in the scrub close behind 
them. The natives were armed, and evidently intended mischief 
from their trying to conceal their weapons in the long ^rass. 
They endeavoured to make friends with them but they did not 
like their movements, and waved them off with their hands. 
Not the slightest violence was used by them in so doing, and 
the natives who had been gathering together the whole way 
from the Darling, seeing that they could not get into the camp 
on a friendly footing, determined, as it afterwards turned out, to 
wrest from them by force what they had failed to obtain by 
treachery. After breakfast, and just before they proceeded on their 

i'oumey, the natives taking their weapons, made motions with their 
Lands that they would meet them a^ain at another point of the 
road, and immediately left at a quick pace, as if to cut them off. 
This naturally raised their suspicions, and the men, after examining 
their arms and fresh priming them, moved on with the sheep. 
They had not proceeded above three miles before they saw the 
natives appear in the scrub ahead of them, and on approaching 
nearer, saw they were in great numbers. Mr. Henry Field, who 
had altogether conducted the party from the time that Mr. Inman 
had been wounded on the Murrumbidgee, immediately ordered the 
two horsemen that were of the party to join him in front ; and 
although he (Inman) was exceedingly weak, it being the first time 
he had ridden any distance on horseback for six or seven weeks, he 
I'^Tkt with them, none of them thinking at the time of the numbers 
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they had to contend with. On their approach the natives shouted, 
and strnck their waddies together ; and from their movements they 
soon found out that they were determined to oppose their passage. 
Mr. Field on seeing this ordered the dray to stop, to wait for tne 
sheep that were close behind ; and the shepherds seeing what was 
the matter, after rounding up the sheep, advanced to the support 
of the men at the dray. One of the horsemen named George Crow, 
and the best armed* man in the party, from some unaccountable 
reason had previously left them, and did not make his appearance 
at all during the fight, although he had been expressly ordered by 
Mr. Field to remain by hinx, This weakened their party consider- 
ably, as he (Inman) could not be counted as a combatant, having 
only that very morning extracted a piece of barbed spear, measur- 
ing upwards of seven inches, from his back, and which had been in 
bis body for a period of nearly seven weeks, and of course was in 
a state which prevented his being of any service to Mr. Field. 
The natives, in number about 300 or 400, commenced the attack by 
issuing boldly from the scrub, and waddies flew in all directions. 
A slow and inefEectual fire from two or three pieces was re- 
turned from the dray, the remainder of the fire-arms being so 
bad tbat they would not go off. These fire-arms were almost 
worthless, havin^^ such bad nints that no fire could be struck from 
them. The natives then encircled them in great numbers, and 
emboldened by their ineffectual fire, rushed on them from all 
quarters. Two shepherds were speared at the dray, one of whom 
tiiey carried off on their shoulders, and the rest of the men, after 
struggling for some time, seeing such a formidable body opposed 
to them, and finding their arms useless, gradually retreated through 
the scrub that was behind them. Mr. Field, who had tbrougbout 
the whole affair done his utmost to save the property, endeavoured 
to bring back the men to the rescue ; but finding this to be impos- 
sible, and the native sbeing in full possession of the field, he 
retreated with the men, and conducted them through the scrub till 
he hit the river, at a distance from the scene of action. They all 
of them certainly owed their lives to him. Mr. Field shortly 
afterwards left them, and proceeded onwards single-handed to 
obtain assistance from the nearest out-station. After leaving the 
scene of action, which he (Inman) did at a different point from 
Mr. Fi^ld, being so exhausted that he could hardly sit in his 
saddle, he picked up the other horseman, and after nearly a 
week's privation and bodily suffering, managed to reach the 
station of Mr. Hallack, where he was most hospitably received. 
The shepherds also continued to get as far as the Narcoota Springs, 
where they were met with by Messrs. Hawker and Bagot, who had 
gone out in search of the party* and who then relieved and brought 
them on to their station. Tne shepherd who was carried off by 
the natives was left by them for dead, but he recovered and got 
away from them, and arrived at the springs just as the shepherds 
were about to leave them. He had seven wounds on hia bod^^^iA 
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was mucli exhausted, having had nothmg bat a dog's tongne to 
sustain him for four or five days previously, but was last recover- 
ing when the poUce rea«hed thi Btetion. 

Such was the affair as it took place. The being beaten by the 
blacks was mainly to be attributed to the badness of their fire-arms ; 
but had they even been well and efficiently armed, it would have 
been a hard-fought battle, as the natives of tiiat district did not 
seem to have much fear of fire-arms, and were In such numbers that, 
when determined on fighting it was no easy matter to keep them 
at their proper distance. On no occasion during the journey, 
Mr. Inman added, was any act of violence committed by them on 
the natives ; on the contrary, they universally treated them with 
kindness ; but still with that caution which was necessary for the 
safety of the party, and the property entrusted to their care. 

In order to give the reader a more full and minute account of 
our proceedings upon this toilsome and eventually fruitless ex- 
pedition, I have deemed it expedient to re-transcribe Major 
O'Halloran's diary, published in Mr. J. W. Bull's " Early Expe- 
riences of Colonial Life :"— 

** On the 22nd of April I started with a police force, consisting 
of Inspector Tolmer, Dr. Weston, and thirteen men, sub-officers 
and privates." [Dr. Weston was sent by the Governor to dress the 
wounds of Mr. Inman and his men.] 

*' On the 23rd arrived at Dutton's station, and found Messrs. 
Bagot, G. C. Hawker and J. C. Hawker, Jacob, Hart, and others. 
Inman and his party had arrived only two hours before we had, in 
a weak and exhausted state, Inman and two of his men being 
severely wounded, he having three spear wounds, and one of the 
men seven. They are now all doing well, although Inman is greatly 
emaciated, having travelled seven weeks in his wounded state. 
Before we arrived. Field started, with Mr. Jacob, jun., in quest of 
Inman, but has been recalled to accompany me, with two of the 
shepherds and a native boy. Have arranged with Mr. Hawker to 
forward supplies to the bend of the Murray. Wrote by Mr. Allen 
to Private Secretary Hall, reporting progress for the Governor's 
information. 

" Saturday, 2Wh. — Dr. Weston returned to town, having dressed 
the woimds of the patients. The party under me now consists of 
Inspector Tolmer, fourteen police, Mr. Field, and a native boy, 
having nineteen horses and one cart. Moved off at 11.30 a.m., 
guided by the native boy. Tommy, for the Nicota Springs. Arrived 
at 5.30 p.m. Here met Messrs. Jacob and Field, jun. Found the 
course we took verjr dangerous for carts or drays. Detained 
waiting for cart with supplies from Gawler. Police-constable 
McLean arrived, and reported cart coming up drawn by bullocks, 
horses having refused. In consequence have to remain for the day 
— a great loss. Notified by letter to Mr. Allen that I could not add 
him to my party. At 1.30 p.m. Corporal Prewett arrived, with two 
police-constables, one native. Sambo, and two of Inman's shepherds. 
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with a cart and three bullocks with provisions from Gawler. After 
dinner, at 3 p.m., leaving Mr. Jacob, jnn., started with Inspector 
Tolmer, eighteen police-constables, Lieutenant Field, Field, jun., 
two shepherds, two natives, a bullock-driver, twenty-three horses, 
three bullocks, and two carts. Despatched Police-constable Saun- 
ders to town with letters. At 6.30 p.m. camped at margin of scrub. 
Scrubby feed ; no water. 

" Monday, April 26th. — Moved off at 8 a.m. Bain, with thunder 
and lightning. Made the Pound on the Murray at 4 p.m. Grood 
feed on the flat; much needed by the cattle. The river here not 
more than one hundred yards wide. Put the party on one pint of 
flour to each, and ordered rice to be mixed in tne dampers, to make 
the allowance go farther. 

^* Tuesday, 27th, — ^At 8.30 marched for the north-west bend. 
Ordered the inspectors on the march to drill the men in carbine 
Hud sword exercises, and in the formation of threes charging. 
Explained to the party my orders from his Excellency, in presence 
of Lieutenant Field and Inspector Tolmer. At midday halted for 
dinner on a rich flat, on which we found survey pegs. The water 
in the river muddy, but sweet. At 4.30 camped about the west 
end of the bend, and just past a lagoon, where we disturbed some 
natives who were cooking. The bend is not abrupt, but gradually 
rounds off to the eastward. The sun at times powerfally Jiot. 

" Wednesday, 2Sth. — ^As I find our flour likely to run short, and 
our progress is slow, waiting for the dray, I hlave ordered two of 
the troopers to return, and by this arrangement our flour may last 
ten days. By the police sent a letter to Private Secretaiy Hall, 
also one to Mr. Hawker, with an order for 100 lbs. of flour to be 
sent on to us. Marched at 8.30 a.m. ; encamped at 6.16 p.m. 
Made nineteen miles; road very heavy; cart-horses knocked up. 
Encamped at a spot where several parties have been attacked by 
the natives, and where one European was killed by the natives and 
lies buried between two trees, with F cut upon one of them. From 
what I can gather from some of the men who came overland, 
several blacks had been killed here. Mr. Tooth was attacked and 
nearly killed. Mr. Eyre was turned back, and obliged to get 
further strength before he could pass. This night, and for the 
future, good positions for camping will be selected, and double 
sentries posted. 

" Thursday, 29th, — Left Dead Man's Flat, so named by me, at 
8 a.m. Found roads dreadfully heavy. Changed draught-horses 
at midday, hoping to make better progress, but will scarcely make 
twenty miles. It is fortunate that we have, amongst the police 
horses, four good in collar. The cart-horses are allowed oats. At 
9.30 a.m. saw a vast number of native feet-marks along the track. 
The dogs killed a wallaby with a young one in her pouch. Had to 
pass a flat seven miles long, which I named the * Great Flat.' 
when about half way across, saw natives on the opposite bank, 
who gave us the ' cooee.' Others, I think, were ludm^ ^^kcsA 
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trees, as the voices seemed to be nnmerons. To the left of this 
flat iliere is ai long narrow lake, ronning a considerable distance. 
Encamped for the night on another flat, not far from the former, 
at 4.30 p.m. Distance nineteen miles. I call this Pine Flat. 

" Friday, 20th. — Marched at 8 a.m. Abont midday the dogs 
killed a wild dog, at which time a despatch arrived from the private 
secretary by a trooper, ordering me to retnm with the party to 
town." [This despatch he handed over to me to read, after whi<^ 
I said, ** Sarely, major, yon will not go back, now that we are so 
near the sheep, and where the fight took place." To which he 
replied excitedly, " Yes, indeed, Tolmer, we most retnm. I am 
too old a soldier to disobey orders." He then tamed ronnd to the 
orderly who had bronght the letter, and said qnite angrily, ** Why 

the d , sir, didn't yon lose yonrself?"] "Proceeded onwards, 

however, expecting to find a flat to feed the horses, and refresh the 
party, and despatehed Inspector Tolmer in advance to see if he 
conld find a good fiat. On his retnm he reported that we mnst 
proceed several miles farther, ere we conld be saited. At fonrteen 
miles a halt was ordered. At 2.30 p.m. made a movement home- 
ward. Oar advance from Adelaide was, at onr retam, 161 miles. 
Lieutenant Field proposes to return to-morrow morning to Monnt 
Dispersion, and in that neighbonrhood to beat np for v^nnteers to 
accompany him back, to endeavour to recover the sheep. I will 

five him, as escort, tiU he gets to his destination, two troopers, 
t is with extreme pain that I have been obliged to retnm back to 
Adelaide when witnin fifty miles of the place where Inman and 
Field were attacked ; but I have no alternative, as an old soldier, 
than to obey his Excellency's orders, who, of course, has his own 
just reasons for ordering me back, and which it is my duty not 
to question, but to obey. Ordered Police-constables Stuart and 
Rose to be ready in the morning to accompany Lieutenant Field 
back, and to take sufficient rations for the journey. 

" Satv/rday, May let. — Lieutenant Field and the two men left 
the camp at daybreak. Sent a note to Hawker to countermand 
the order for flour, and also to report my return march. On the 
29th, Mr. Tolmer and Sergeant-Major Alford shot a duck and 
three wild geese on the lake ; and as we got to the extreme western 
end of the long fiat, we sui-prised a party of natives, who had a 
canoe with a nre in it, and a duck, which I sappose they were 
about to cook. They had also a fishing-net, and on seeing us they 
dashed off in great sdarm, and remained in the centre of the stream 
till we departed. At 4.30 p.m. halted for the night in a good reed 
flat. Twenty-two miles under a scorching sun. 

" Sunday, 2nd, — Started at 7.30 a.m. Delayed at a steep hill, 
up which the horses refused to pull, and the cart was drawn up 
by the men. Some time after this, when riding on ahead of the 
party a considerable distance, I saw about finy natives on the 
opposite bank, who began chattering loudly when they saw me. 
At 9.30 a.m., when in the centre of Dead Man's Flat, we espied a 
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cow and a calf in the reeds. I fired two shots with a rifle at the 
calf, and though not more than fiftj yards off, I am ashamed to 
add that I missed. I ordered then a general chase, and Sergeant- 
Major Alford rode up, and from his horse dropped the calf with a 
ball from his carbine. It was a fine calf, as fat as butter, about 
ten months old, and would weigh about 160 lbs. We cut off his 
hind quarters, which will be sufficient for our wants as long as the 
meat will keep, and the rest we left, in hopes that the blacks might 

fet a feast. This supply of &esh meat is most acceptable, as we 
aye been living on snip's pork for some time past. At the extreme 
end of Dead Man's Flat the horses again refused to draw the cart 
up that very steep hill, and the men had to do it. At thirteen 
miles, the horses in the cart were done up, and with a change of 
horses reached the bend at 5.30 p.m., havmg marched twenty- 6ye 
miles in ten hours, including stoppages, the sun powerfully hot. 

** Monday y 3rd. — Beached the Pound at 11.30 a.m., doing seven- 
teen miles in four hours. Soon after our arrival some natives 
came over from the opposite side with fish, and were very quiet 
and well-behaved. At 3.30 ^.mu, to our astonishment, we saw a 
whale-boat approaching, rowing up the river, and shortly after 
Mr. Scott ana his crew came on shore. He left PuUen's party 
that day week with supplies for us, and has made his way from the 
river mouth m seven days. I now gave Inspector Tolmer orders 
relative to marching into town, and to leave on his way one man 
at Button's Station, and one at Crawler Town, to be ready to 
convey any orders from his Excellency to Mr. Scott, whom I 
requested to wait at the bend to receive instructions from head- 
quarters. The march through the scrub to the Nicota Springs 
beiog a long and fatiguing journey, without food or water, I 
decided, as the heat was now extreme during the day, and the 
moon was about full, to march about sundown, and we left the 
Pound at 7.30 p.m. I pushed on ahead of the party for Adelaide, 
accompanied by Police-Constable Gusack. Bain began to f dl, and 
we got a thorough soaking at 12.30 a.m. on Tuesday. 

" May ^th, — Beached the springs, and there dismounted in the 

f biting rain, with a high wind blowing, and no shelter. However, 
contrived to get about two hours' sleep, and, after moviug on 
a short distance to reach wood, lit a fire and dried our clothes, and 
then pushed on to Bagot's Station, where we halted till midday, 
and then continued on, and arrived at Gawler Town at 4 p.m. 
* Little Peter ' has carried me eighty-five miles since yesterday. 
He is a noble little horse, and, considering that for the last fort- 
night he has been on bad feed, he has proved himself a trump. 

" Ma/y hth. — ^Having slept at Bobertson's like a top, left at 8 a.m., 
arrived at 4.30 p.m. same day. On arrival in town with the party 
under my charge, I found there was great excitement and incUgna- 
tion expressed on account of our being recalled by his Excellency 
Colonel Guwler, when but a few miles from the scene of the out- 
rage, and when a chance of recovering a portion at least of the 
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50u0 sheep was nearly certain. Bnmours were rife as to the caose 
of snch an ill-advised action by tlie governor, which some attri- 
buted to a paltry pretext only. The real truth, however, was that 
he himself had been recalled, and the appointment of Captain 
Grey in his place, as notified by a despatch from Lord John 
Russell, of which the following is a copy : — 

" * Downing Street, 2%th Bec&mher, 1840. 
" * Snt, — In consequence of the reports which have been made to 
her Majesty's Grovemment bv the Cfolonization Commissioners of 
South Australia respecting the financial state of the province, and 
respecting the amount of the bills which you have drawn on tiie 
commissioners in excess of the authority which you have received 
from them for the purpose, it has been my unwelcome duty to 
advise her Majesty to relieve you from the offices of Governor and 
her Majesty's Resident Commissioner in that province. The 
Queen, having been pleased to approve that advice, has appointed 
as your successor Captain Grey, who will proceed to South 
Australia in the vessel which carries this despatch. 

" ' I am, &c., 

" * John Russell.' " 

A party of gentlemen, sufficiently disgusted at so glaring a 
disregard of the most important interests of the colony, resolved 
to make an attempt to recover the sheep, and about fourteen of 
them, well armed, proceeded to the Murray. On approaching the 
spot where the original assault was made, the natives were found 
to be collected in great force, above 600 having assembled, and 
in an attack which followed they succeeded in wounding Lieut. 
Field, R.N., killing one horse, and wounding another. From the 
number and formidable position of the natives, it was judged 
inexpedient to make any further attempt, and the party returned 
to Adelaide on the 21 st May. The following particulars of this 
rencontre was supplied by Lieut. Field to a contemporary of the 
liagister : — 

" The party started from Button's Station on Monday the 7th 
May, overtaking a cart with provisions on the Murray the same 
evening. We travelled togetner until the 10th, when, to avoid 
delay, leaving three horsemen and the two drivers to follow with 
the cart, and taking six days' provisions on our horses, we pro- 
ceeded onwards, ten in number (including one shepherd), uiey 
having previously chosen me as their leader. We found the dray 
which had been takeu from the sheep party on the morning of the 
13th, about forty-five miles eastward of Lake Bonney, on the 
bank of a creek, and the bodies of two bullocks drowned. A short 
distance down this creek some natives were fishing, who swam 
across on our approach, and ran into the scrub. We crossed a 
little above this to what we supposed to be an extensive flat of the 
river, nearly surrounded by a aeep creek, and intersected by many 
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smaller ones ; the fiat was in most places thickly timbered, and in 
others covered with polygonum scmb; we here saw numerous 
sheep tracks, and while running them down observed some natives 
moving through the trees ; on following them we found a very 
large body were concealed in the scrub waiting our approach. 
We formed line and rode towards them ; they at the same time 
boldly approached to within forty yards, when one of their chiefs 
gave the signal for attack, by striking a spear in the ground, and 
waving his hand, they then gave their war-cry, and commenced 
throwing spears. The first man who threw a spear I shot through 
the head, and gave the order to fire, hoping that when they saw two 
or three fall they would have retreated, but they did not appear in 
the slightest degree intimidated by it, but still advanced, in the 
form of a crescent, in a body of at least 200, while many more 
were partially seen in the thick part of the scrub. At this time 
Mr. George Hawker called out to me that they were encircling us ; 
and seeing that they were advancing both wings while the centre 
was engaged, a large lagoon being in our rear, I ordered the party 
to follow me, and outflank them on the right. While effecting 
this Mr. George Hawker's horse fell over a tree, and he was dis- 
mounted. We wheeled round to protect him, and about this time 
Mr. John Jacob's horse received a second spear wound, and was 
soon unable to carrv further. He dismounted, and we were all 
engaged in covering his retreat, at the same time moving towards 
a dry creek, on the further side of which was a rising ground. 
We succeeded in reaching this, and formed in line, while Mr. 
Jacob mounted behind Mr. E. Bagot. The affray had now lasted 
more than half an hour, and I directed the party to retreat in 
order. There were a very few shots fired without effect, and the 
last man shot was one of the chiefs. I must here remark, that 
had not the gentlemen of the party displayed much steadiness 
and coolness, Mr. Jacob must have fallen. As it was by frequently 
coming to the present, but reserving our fire, that we kept the 
headmost men back ; as on these occasions they adroitly double 
themselves up into the smallest possible compass, holding a shield 
before their heads. In covering Mr. Jacob's retreat a spear struck 
me in tihe fore part of the head, but, as it passed through a thick 
tarpaulin hat, the wound was but slight, but the mare which I 
rode was speared severely in the shoulder. When I was struck 
the natives gave a yell of triumph, which they did on every occa- 
sion when the advantage appeared on their side. Having retreated 
about a mile, we were obliged to halt, to sew up the wound in my 
mare's shoulder, or she must soon have dropped from loss of blood. 

We joined our cart the following oay. I feel convinced 
that the sheep remaining were not far distant, and that 
the natives had assembled for the purpose of defending them, 
and it is my opinion that it would take a very large party 
to subdue them without loss of life, as their great activity 
and courage, combined with their numbers, and the difficult 

VOL. L q 
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cliaxacter of that part of the coantry for horse attacks, render 
them a much more formidable enemy than the colonists ^nerally 
have any idea of." 

Upon the circumstances of the ill-success and defeat of the 
volunteer party becoming known to his Excellency Governor 
Grey, he immediately issued directions for a strong body of the 
mounted police, under the command of Major O'HaUoran, to pro- 
ceed to the river, and endeavour to recover the sheep, accompanied 
by a large number of colonists who volunteered their services on 
the expedition, and were sworn in as special constables. Upon 
accepting their services his Excellency said he highly approved 
of their zeal, because he thought that the larger the number of 
Europeans were who proceeded to the point where the late violent 
acts took place, the less probability there would be of further 
bloodshed, and that the Commissioner of Police, under whose 
directions they were to act, would be directed to avail himself of 
their services, and co-operate most cordially with them ; but on 
the other hand, as it was possible they might have volunteered 
their services under the idea that a military expedition against the 
natives would take place, he thought it proper to state that posi- 
tive instructions had on several occasions been civen by her 
Majesty's Government to treat the aborigines of all parts of the 
continent as subjects of the Queen within her Majesty's allegiance^ 
and that to regard them as aliens, with whom a war can exist, 
and against wnom her Majesty's troops may exercise belligerent 
rights, is to deny that protection to which they derive the highest 
possible claim from the sovereignty which has been assumed over 
the whole of their ancient possessions. To these instructions it was 
his intention to rigidly adhere; and at the same time that he 
would endeavour, to the utmost of his power, to protect the lives 
and properties of settlers he would not authorize the levying of 
war, or the exercise of belligerent rights against the aborigines 
of Australia. 

Mr. Moorhouse, the protector, was placed on the Commission of 
the Peace, as the protectors were in the other colonies, and accom- 
panied the police, to endeavour, if possible, to open a friendly 
eommunication with the natives, and for this purpose took three 
natives with him as interpreters ; every precaution, in short, being 
taken to prevent bloodshed. Previous to our departure the police 
and volunteers formed in line opposite the Council Chamber, and 

fending the arrival of his Excellency the Governor, to inspect us. 
observed our late much esteemed and respected Governor, Colonel 
G^wler, standing amongst the people, and felt sore at heart on 
seeing him rudely jostled, and ordered to stand back witii the 
rest of the crowd by a foot policeman, whom I could not help 
severely rebuking for his unfeehng and inconsiderate action. 

Colonel Gawler and his family subsequently left South Australia 

on the 22nd June, 1841, in the BumfrieSt bound for Singapore and 

d. A number of the colonists attended in the coarse of 
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the day to deliver an address, and present him with five hundred 
guineas as a* testimonial, the former being presented bv the late 
Sir James Fisher, and the latter by the present Sir John Morphett, 
who said, — 

"Sir, — It would be bad taste in me to detain you with any 
remarks, but I have a duty to discharge which affords me the 
highest gratification, although I must confess that my feelings 
are tinged with melancholy when I think of the occasion under 
which this duty is imposed upon me. I have, sir, the honour 
of presenting a testimonial of that esteem in which you are held 
by the colonists, a testimonial which they trust will be handed 
down as an heirloom in your family ; but I must earnestly entreat 
you not to judge of the sincerity or extent of our love by the 
magnitude of our gift. In this small testimonial of esteem the 
colonists have regulated their subscriptions so as not to put them- 
selves to inconvenience in these times of difficulty, and so as not 
CO shock that delicacy of feeling inherent in a brave and upright 
heart. In presenting this * testimonial ' I have to request that 
you will exercise your judgment in the selection of some object 
that will be a credit to South Australia, when the arts snail 
flourish, as we trust they will in this province, those arts as yet 
not being sufficiently advanced to enable us readily to procure 
such an object as would be worthy of a * testimonial.' I do but 
echo the sentiment, and give expression to a loud voice without, 
when I assure you that the colonists have the highest sense of 
your manly principles, and of your high moral excellence, and 
that their heartfelt wishes are for your nappiness and prosperity 
all through this world, and everlasting happiness in the world to 



come." 



Immediately after the inspection referred to, on the 31st May 
we started for Gawler Town, police and volunteers numbering 
in all sixty-eight (the drays having been despatched with stores 
and camp equipments on the 29th), and reached the "pound" on 
the 4th June. Nothing of any moment occurred between that 
date and the 12th, except that much delay was occasioned by the 
non-arrival of two boats which had been ordered from the mouth 
of the Murray, in case they were required to cross the Murray 
and intercept fugitive natives, during which much of the time 
was occupied by myself and Gordon in drilling the police and 
volunteers, and great progress was made in the sword and carbine 
exercises, &c. 

Early on the morning of the 13th it was found that a most 
unfortunate accident had occurred to one of the police horses, 
which had got itself wound up with its tether round a tree during 
the night, and. was so much injured that the major had it shot, 
to put an end to its sufferings. 

The nights were generally bitterly cold and frosty, and any 
water left in a bucket overnight would be found thickly frozen 
over in the morning. It was especially so on ^Trnd^a^-^ TCiQnmTi^ 

q2 
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the 20tli, and wHilst Major O'KaUoran and I were at the camp 
fire after breakfast enjoying a smoke I observed some of the 
police and volunteers running to the river side, and called the 
major's attention to the circumstance, adding, " 111 go and ascer- 
tain the cause." 

On reaching the bank I saw one of the volunteers' horses 
(Oliver's) swimming across the river, and heard, to my surprise, 
that he was in hobbles. I then ordered anotiier horse to be 
brought up in hobbles, and showed one of the natives, who accom- 
panied the expedition, how to unbuckle them. After repeated trials 
ne at last succeeded, and I then made him understand he was to 
swim across the river, take the hobbles off, and drive the horse 
back to us. 

After some hesitation, in consequence of the excessive coldness 
of the water, he at last swam over, but owing, I presume, to his 
hands being benumbed, he was unable to undo the hobbles, seeing 
which, and thinking the loss of a second horse would be a serious 
matter to the expedition, I at once divested myself of my clothes, 
and dashed into the water, which I found was icy cold, and the 
current very strong, running at the least four miles an hour. I, 
however, reached the opposite bank, and caught the horse without 
difficulty, as he was quietly feeding in long grass, and having 
taken off the hobbles, drove him back. I then fastened the hobbles 
round the black fellow's neck, and swam back with him ; it was, 
however, with difficulty I reached the bank, not that I felt ex- 
hausted, but because my limbs were quite benumbed and torpid, 
so much so that I was hardly able to hold on by the reeds. I, 
however, called lustily to all who were assembled (among whom 
was the major) to make a fire, which they misunderstood, and 
instead brought a couple of rough towels, wmch the major ordered 
two police troopers to use vigjorously as I lay helplessly on the bank, 
and although I screamed with pam from the operation the major 
repeatedly said, — 

" Never mind, rub him down, that will be a lesson to him to 
again swim the river after a hearty hot breakfast." 

After enduring dreadful agony the blood soon began to circulate 
again. I then had a good warm by the fire, and naving smoked 
a pipe of tobacco I mounted my horse and soon overtook the 
party, feeling none the worse for the cold swim. A few days after 
the above occurrence we heard from some natives that Mr. Inman's 
sheep were still in possession of the hostile blacks not far off, and 
that an overland party with cattle coming down the river were 
only a few days' journey from us ; on hearing which, the major, with 
a strong detachment, pushed on, hoping to come up to the travelling 
cattle party, as well as to recover the sheep, if any remained, and 
left me with some men to form a fortified camp. This I quickly 

•omplished by felling trees, and placing the two drays apart, 
'^rallel to each other, thus forming a square, in the centre of 
[ pitched the major's tent, and made a rack in the middle 
fire-arms* 
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Having thus given an stcconnt of our proceedings, and in order 
that the reader may more fully be made acquainted with the events 
which followed, I cannot do better than submit the subjoined 
extract from Major 0*Halloran*s official report to his Excellency 
the Governor: — 

**Fortified Camp, 27th June, 1841. — On approaching the spot where 
the sheep were said to be, and within a short distance of where Mr. 
Inman was attacked, and Lieutenant Field's party had been en- 
gaged, our inteipreters, according to promise, went in advance con- 
siderably of the detachment, with a message from me to the hostile 
tribe, stating that if the remaining sheep were given up, they 
should not be molested, and they promised to bring several of the 
tribe back with them, to meet us on our approach. Before encamp- 
ing this promise was in part fulfilled, for the interpreters met us, 
but only with one of the hostile blacks, a large and powerful man, 
who had lately received a gun-shot wound through the thigh, and 
which he pointed out to us. This fellow's manner was quite unem- 
barrassed, and he remained in camp all night, and was made much 
of. He stated that the sheep were very numerous, one only having 
been killed by a man who should be given up, that they were yet 
some miles to the north, and that we must make another half -day's 
march before we could get to the spot where the sheep were folded, 
under charge of an overland party, who had arrived a few days 
before, with three dravs and a large herd of cattle. 

" In the morning, therefore, we started with our blacks in com- 
pany, who however, suddenly sneaked away, notifying to our 
Adelaide native to keep on the beaten road, and that they would 
again meet us, as by crossing the creeks they would save a con- 
siderable distance. After marching eight miles, I encamped where 
we now are (which is the very heart of the hornet's nest) and then 
pushed on with the mounted men six miles further, to ascertain if 
anv relian ce could be placed on the information so franklygiven. 
When we had proceeded the above distance on Tuesday last, the 
22ndinst., we suddenly fell in with Mr. 0. Langhome's long expected 
overland party, who had been attacked by the same tribe that 
we are amongst but two days before, having had four men killed 
and two wounded, out of sixteen individuals, twenty head of cattle 
dispersed, others having been killed, and nearly all their property 
and supplies taken from them. They were in the most wretched 
and deplorable state imaginable, and appeared on seeing us as men 
would do, who were unexpectedly reprieved from apparently certain 
death. All had given themselves up for lost, and expected to be 
murdered that very night, on the spot I now write from. The 
scene then witnessed will never be forgotten by any present. The 
enclosed letter from Mr. C. Langhorne, with the informations on 
oath taken by myself and brother magistrate, Mr. Moorhouse, 
from others of the party, give full particiuars of the attack. 

" On Wednesday morning, the 23rd inst. (our blacks not having 
returned, and who were doubtless spies sent among us), I left our 
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camp here (fortified) with a strong foot party under command of 
Captain Ferguson, and with the remainder of the detachment 
scoured the country around for miles in all directions, with the hope 
of making prisoners and recovering some of the sheep, bat we 
returned before dark unsuccessful in both objects, for we found 
that the whole of the sheep had long before been slaughtered, as 
we saw their carcasses and bones thrown about in vast heaps in 
various places where the blacks had formed larse encampments, 
and had folded the sheep ; and though we saw and chased thirteen 
natives (the only number seen on our side of the river, thouffh 
numerous enougn on the other), they were ever too close to tiae 
water's edge to admit of our securing them, for they took to the 
river when driven through the high reeds on its banks, and which 
rose above our heads when on horseback, and thus, from the want 
of boats escaped us, though only a few yards distant. They might 
all with certainty have been shot, but when they found we would 
not fire, the villains laughed at and mocked us, roaring out, plenty 
sheepy, plenty jumbuok (another name of theirs for sheep), and one 
of them repeated the word comu several times, and who was 
instantly recognized as the black that had been with us for several 
days, and who volunteered to act as interpreter and negotiator be- 
tween us and this brutal tribe. This fellow had explained to us 
that comu meant white chalk, and not a chief as we imagined. 

" Considering myself now fully justified in rendering Mr. Lang- 
home all the assistance in my power, and hoping yet to make some 
prisoners, I left our fortified camp again, leaving the entire foot 
party under command of Mr. Inman, and about half-past three 
p.m. on Thursday, the 24th inst., with the mounted detachment got 
to Langhorne's Ferry, on the Rufus, where his party were 
attacked, and there found the body of one of his miurdered men 
lying along the bank, guarded by a faithful bulldog, that had been 
speared in two places by the blacks, for he had fiercely attacked 
them ; the noble animal on seeing us, set up a piteous and heart- 
rending howl, swam across to the opposite side, and has not since 
been seen. Martin's body was covered with wounds, his head and 
face frightfolly battered with waddies, and his entrails and thigh 
bones removea. Part of a dray, flour in heaps, broken muskets, and 
other articles lay strewed around, as also many waddies and jagged 
and pointed spears, with blood, flesh, and hair upon them, also several 
dead calves. The sight was altogether horrifying ; but as the day 
was far spent, and it would require considerable time to cross a 
party with horses over the Eufus, I retired for the night to a flat 
nve miles distant, where there was good feed for our horses ; and 
early the next morning (Friday, 26th inst.) was again at Langhome's 
Ferry. A grave was then dug for the remains of poor Martin, and 
I had the melancholy satisfaction of giving him Christian burial, 
and reading the Funeral Service over the corpse, a large fire being 
afterwards lit over the grave to prevent the blacks from recognizing 
it. These wretches had taken his body out of the water to extract 
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the thigli bones, but what they bad done witb the other three 
we conld not discover, though the river was traced to Lake Yictoria 
(into which it now empties itself, though in the summer into the 
Murray), with the hope of recovering the relics of the murdered 
men. Before twelve o'clock. Inspector Tolmer, with eighteen 
mounted men, was across the Eufds, with instructions to sweep a 
little inland towards the lake, whilst my party of fourteen men 
scoured this side of the river. A scout soon testified to me that 
thirty blacks were running along the edge of the lake, and we 
pushed rapidly along after them, crossed the river on horseback at 
the junction of the Euf us and lake, along which we rode for some 
miles, but had the mortification to find that those pursued were 
far beyond our reach, and already across the lake, when we counted 
no less than eight canoes together. We now recrossed, opened out, 
and watched the banks of the Eufus for a considerable distance, 
hoping that Inspector Tolmer *s detachment might drive some 
blacks before him towards us, but they were as unsuccessful as our- 
selves, and now finding that the whole country was alarmed by 
extensive beacon-fires, we recraited, and after blazing some trees 
near the river atLanghome's Ferry, notifying to overland parties to 
beware of the blacks, we retired to the same flat occupied the night 
before, and yesterday returned to our fortified camp, and are resting 
to-day to recruit our poor jaded horses. I have the satisfaction of 
adding that we have recovered fifty-three out of seventy head of miss- 
ing cattle, and have been the happy means, under Providence, of 
rescuiDg twelve of our countrymen from inevitable death, and 710 
head of cattle (the number now here) from being lost to the owner 
and the colony. Unfortunately, after great exertions and 
anxiety, we have failed in making any prisoners ; but that has 
been owing solely to the boats not joining, for which I cannot 
account. 

" In a country such as we have gone over, intersected by rivers, 
lagoons, and creeks, and thick wiSi polygonum scrub, and high 
reeds, it is next to impossible to surprise any blacks, for all know 
the approach of any party from the time they make the river, into 
which the natives plunge, and at once escape to the opposite side, 
and are there secure from all danger. 

" The cruel tribe we are now surrounded by are very numerous, 
and have doubtless become emboldened by having defeated three 
successive parties of Europeans, and having also escaped punish- 
ment from any detachment. 

" Along the lake, Rufus, and Murray, the property of Messrs. 
Inman and Langhorne has been found ; and a gentleman has only 
now come in from a trip to examine the ground on which Lieu- 
tenant Field encountered the blacks (two and a half miles from 
this), and has brought with him a hymn-book that belonged to one 
of Mr. Langhorne's party. Mr. Inman was attacked three and a 
half miles from this, and Mr. Langhorne fifteen miles, which 
clearly proves that this tribe only, in the last three inataxicA^^ 
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are the murderers of our countrymen, and the plunderers of their 
property. 

" To the entire detachment I am greatly indebted for their zeal 
and exertions, and am most grateful to the gentlemen volunteers 
for their assistance, admirable example, cheerful obedience to 
orders, and great attention to every duty performed by them. 

** We commence our march homeward to-morrow, having been to 
extreme frontier of the colony, and I propose sending this report to 
town by express, after passing Lake Bonney, before which it would 
not be safe to do so. As the roads are bad, and the cattle party 
who require our protection travel slowly, I do not think that the 
police can make Adelaide before the 12th or 14th proximo ; but I 
will furnish your Excellency with any further information you 
may require.'* 

After a few days rest at the fortified camp or " Hornet's Nest," 
which was afterwards called " Fort O'Halloran," the whole detach- 
ment started homeward, accompanied by the rescued party and 
the cattle, consequently the progress was but slow, the noiajor, how- 
ever, took advantage of these short stages to complete his official 
report to his Excellency the Governor, which he purposed forward- 
iug by express on reaching Lake Bonney or thereabouts. 

One evening, whilst sitting round the major's camp-fire, at which 
many of the gentlemen volunteers were freely invited to join in 
friendly chat and smoke a pipe, one of the Serjeants suddenly came 
near, and after giving the military salute, said, — 

" I beg your pardon, major, but we are out of fresh meat." 
Whereupon the major turned to Mr. Alfred Langhome, and 
said, — 

" Oh, Langhome, will you let one of your men kill a beast, as we 
are in want?" 

To which he replied, " I couldn't think of such a thing, as I am 
under a bond to deliver so many head in Adelaide." 

All eyes were fixed on the major at this unexpected and audacious 
reply, and wondering how he would take it. Turning round again 
with a face stamped with utter astonishment, he rejoined, — 
" Well, then, will you sell us one ? " 

He, however, refused for the same reason. Without another 
word the major said, — 

" Sergeant, go and kill the fattest beast in the herd, and when 
that's done, shoot another until I countermand the order." And 
then added, — 

** Mr. Langhorne, we'll dispense with your further company," 
and waved him away with his hand. 

It Ukowise appeared that Mr. J. C. Hawker, and Captain Beeror, 

who acted as commissariat officers to the party, had previously 

asked Mr. Langhorne for a beast, saying that some of the men 

were suffering from scurvy, on account of having been so long on 

'at, to which request he answered, — 

ey thought they had come out to eat fresh meat all the 
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way in, they were much mistaken, as it would cost him twenty head 
to last them into Adelaide." 

The same answer was given to Captain Beevor a few days after, 
on which he begged to buy some meat of him, but he refused to 
sell any and made several paltry excuses for not doing so. 

The expedition, although it did not reach the spot in time to 
prevent the attack by the natives and the murder of several of Mr. 
Langhome's servants, was happily the means of saving the lives of 
those who escaped that attack, and who were on the eve of again 
falling into the power of the natives. The cattle likewise, with a 
trifling exception, were all saved, and no one can doubt tbat to the 
police and to the body of gentlemen who acted as volunteers on the 
occasion, Mr. Langhome was indebted as well for his brother's life 
as for his propertv. In the knowledge of these facts, it is in- 
credible that he should have refused the expedition what meat 
they required, and not spared a bullock out of the 710 saved— 
but such was the fact. 

On the evening of the 1st July, I received instructions from 
Major O'Halloran to be in readiness to start at daybreak with a 
despatch to his Excellency the Governor. Accordingly I left camp 
at six a.m. with Sergeant-major Alford and a police trooper. 
Several of the gentlemen volunteers also accompanied us ; amongst 
them was Mr. Alfred Langhome, the owner of the cattle, who I 
presumed found it too hot to remain with the major. By making 
long stages and getting a fresh horse at Gawler Town, I arrived in 
Adelaide and deuvered the major's despatch on the fourth day, as 
well as I can recollect. 

Upon my attending the major's office some days after his return 
to town, he handed me a letter to read, saying, — 

" Here's another trip to the Murray, Tolmer." 

" Good gracious, major," I replied, " you surely don't mean to 
say we have to trudge a third time over the same ground P " 

"Yes," he replied; "but this time Mr. Moorhouse will 
have the command of the expedition, and has been instructed 
to start immediately, and in the event of an attack being 
made by the blacks, the responsibility of defending and pro- 
tecting Mr. Eobinson's party and cattle will then devolve upon 
you. You will perceive by the date of that letter from the Colonial 
Secretary of New South Wales (Mr. Deas Thompson) that no 
time is to be lost, as Mr. Robinson is expected to be at the Rufus 
about the time you can reach there by forced marches." 

After perusing the letter in question, I said if I thought the natives 
would fight, nothing would give me greater pleasure than to have 
the satisfaction of punishing the villains for the outrages and mur- 
ders they had committed ; but as there was no probability of such 
an event, I begged some one else might be sent in my stead. He 
then promised to confer with his Excellency, and see what 
other arrangement could be made, and told me to wait. On 
his return, he informed me that Sub-Inspector Shaw, of iVj^a 
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Metropolitan Police, would be ordered to proceed with the party. 
I confess, however, as things happened, I regretted very mncn not 
having gone, as the blacks, in considerable numbers, attacked 
the police and Robinson's party, but were repulsed with loss, the 
detailed particulars of which are fully reported in the subjoined 
letter : — 

" Lake Bonney, 190 miles from Adelaide, 
" September 4th, 1841. 

" Sm, — I have the honour to inform his Excellency the 
(Jovemor that the expedition, consisting of twenty-nine Euro- 
peans and three aborigines, sent from Adelaide on the 3l8t July to 
meet Mr. Robinson and others on their route from Sydney, is now 
on its return, having been effectual in rendering all the assistance 
that was necessary. 

" I joined the detachment fifty miles from Adelaide on the 4th 
August, and upon reaching the Pound early on the 7th, I had all 
the party assembled to read the instructions given me by his Excel- 
lency, and to explain to each the nature of the expedition and the 
duties they would be expected to perform. There were several 
natives there who, although within a mile of our tents, did not 
visit us. Our natives, however, visited them, and on their return 
in the evening, said they had received some curious reports. Their 
friends had informed them that all the natives had gone up the 
river in consequence of one individual coming down and recom- 
mending all to congregate and attack a party coming from Sydney 
with bullocks, sheep, and clothing. I was at a loss how far to believe 
the report, but as we travelled along the Murray, I noticed a 
scarcity of native encampments, which led me to grant probabihty 
to the 8tor3\ In passing over a distance of ninety miles, we only 
saw one place where natives were living. The number consisted of 
twenty-four old, emaciated men and women, such as were unable 
to travel. I inquired where the young men were, and they replied 
higher up the river. 

" On the 18th ult. we halted for the night three miles to the 
south of Lake Bonney, and our Adelaide natives took the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, a volunteer gentleman, and myself to a creek 
two miles distant from our tents, where we saw 106 of their sable 
brethren. Some were much intimidated at our approach ; several 
women placed their children upon their backs and ran into the 
water ; a few seized their spears and stood firmly by their huts, 
whilst two, whom I saw on my former visit, came to me and 
inquired if I did not recognize them. They showed great anxiety 
to be on friendly terms with us, and said they would prove to us 
that they were not guilty of spearing Europeans. They said, 
* There are three horses near our habitation which we could spear 
at any time, but have refrained in order to keep friendly with the 
white man.' They took us through a belt of scrub, and showed us 
the horses within 400 yards of a hut. 

" On the 19th, when about to commence our march, forty of the 
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natives that we had seen the night before, came to ns, and strongly 
advised us not to go on, as there was a very numerous tribe two 
days' march in advance, busily engaged in preparing spears, 
shields, and other implements of war. One of these present had 
seen them two days before, and said they were sure to attack us ; 
they were * turla butto * (full of wrath), and would take our cloth- 
ing and provisions. I desired this individual to go with us, but 
he would not. This interview had a bad effect upon those natives 
that accompanied us from town. Two of them, during the march, 
turned aside from the road, professedly to hunt, but did not return. 
Foi-tunately, however, we had a third upon one of the drays, 
whom we (ud not suffer to escape. 

" In the evening we encamped upon Tolmer's Flat, twelve miles 
to the north-east of Lake Bonney ; and on the 20th halted to rest 
our cattle. We were then in the district of the hostile people, and 
had the first instance of aggression that I witnessed on the 
Murray. The parties were at drill in the morning, and the sheep 
that had been brought with us for supplies, were permitted to 
graze without a shepherd. As soon as drill was over, the shepherd 
went after the sheep, and, greatly to his surprise, found one with a 
spear in its side. The native who threw it was seen, but could not 
be approached. 

"After this, we had some difficulty in keeping our Adelaide 
interpreter with us. As he went along the river, he made many 
inquiries from those on the opposite side. He frequently askeid 
me how far we were from Lake Victoria, because he was told that we 
should be attacked there. He persuaded three to accompany us, 
whom we supplied abundantly with kangaroo, and suffered to sleep 
at our encampment, charging them not to move about during the 
night, lest the four guards that were on duty should shoot them. 
Pangki Pangki, our Adelaide interpreter, said, by all means have 
drill every day, that the strangers may see the superiority of 
muskets over spears, shields, waddies, &c. 

" On the 26tn, Mr. Shaw had a tree marked at a distance of fifty 
yards, and had a single round fired at the mark, allowing three 
seconds between the firing of each shot. Pangki Pangki said, 
' This please me ; and the constant fear that possessed me is now 
gone.' The three that had been with us for several days were terri- 
fied, and proposed going before us to the lake, to describe the 
European powers of warfare. I wished them to do so, and hoped 
that their statements would be regarded. 

" On the 27th, as we were only five miles from the lake, I had 
the party assembled to repeat my instructions. Each individual 
was distinctly told that no firing could be allowed until the sub- 
inspector of police gave the command. I advised them, in case of 
attack from the natives, to use every exertion to protect the drays. 
At nine o'clock, we marched, and in an hour and a half saw two 
gentlemen on horseback (Mr. Eobinson and Mr. Levi) on the oppo- 
site side of the Eufus, one mile below Langhome's Ferry. We 
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saluted tbem heartily, and inquired if their party were all safe. 
Thej replied that both their persons and property were uninjured, 
althongn thej had been attacKed on the previous day by a party of 
three hundred blacks. Mr. Bobinson continued, that about mid- 
day, as they were driving the sheep and cattle along the road, 
they observed, at a distance of about a hundred yards, a number of 
blacks. He suspected that their movements were hostile, and 
accordingly ordered all the property to be collected into as limited 
a space as possible. Seven men were set to guard the sheep and 
cattle, and nineteen well-armed men (ten mounted and nine on 
foot) ordered to go to the front. Whilst thejr were doing this, the 
natives had formed themselves into a semi-circular line, each flank 
not beiii^ more than thirty yards from the sheep. The Europeans 
formed into a single line, and commenced flnng, and continued 
until they had fired eight rounds each. By this time the natives, 
not having approached sufficiently near to spear the sheep, had 
lost five of their number and ten more wounded. The party being 
two miles from the Eufus, continued their march, and encamped 
at Langhorne's Ferry. 

"After narrating the previous day's adventure, Mr. Bobinson 
inquired where he could cross the herds and drays, as he was then 
reconnoitring the river, and intended to cross immediately. He 
had just been up to the lake, but the Eufus at its junction with 
the lake was too broad and too deep; therefore, he said he would 
try to cross the lerry. The sub-inspector of police, a volunteer 
gentleman, and myself rode in advance of our paity along the 
Bufus as far as the lake, and greatly to our surprise, discovered a 
large mob of natives running towards us, each bearing his imple- 
ments of war. We hastened to our party and communicated wnat 
we had seen, and had the drays placed on the banks of the river, 
and formed the constables into a line, two deep, in order to protect 
them. In half an hour after, the natives were seen in the scrub 
about half a mile from us, intending evidently to commence an 
attack. I then gave the command of the party to Mr. Shaw, the 
sub-inspector, and said he might issue such orders as he thought 
necessary for our safety and the overland party that we had to 
protect, urging him strongly not to allow any hring until I had 
spoken to the hostile natives. I requested Pangki to accompany 
me in advance, and after proceeding four hundred yards from the 
ferry, the three natives that had left us two days before plunged 
into the water and came to us. I asked them the result of their 
interview P They answered that the lake people would not listen 
to their advice ; they knew that the Europeans had tomahawks, 
blankets, and food, and they were determined to take them, let the 
consequences be what they might. I took the two natives to the 
ferry, and recommended them to sit there until the contest was over. 

" Mr. Shaw*s party was on the western and Mr. Bobinson's on 
the eastern side of the Bufus, now advanced and commenced firing. 
The natives were almost instantly thrown into confusion, one 
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hundred running into the scrub and about fifty into the water, 
with the intention of concealing themselves in the reeds. The 
Europeans followed them to the water's edge, and continued the 
firing for about fifteen or twenty minutes, and the result was to 
the natives death of nearly thirty, about ten wounded, and four 
(one adult male, one boy, and two females) taken prisoners ; and to 
the Europeans, Mr. Eobinson was speared in the left arm. As 
soon as there was the least probability of taking prisoners, the 
command to cease firing was given, and immediately obeyed. 
More might have been taken had we carefully examined the reeds ; 
but we were prevented doing so by hearing a loud noise at the 
drays, as if the natives had rushed upon them. Those who 
remained in the reeds escaped during our absence ; instead of pur- 
suing them, all hands were employed crossing the cattle and sheep. 
At eleven o'clock on the foUowing day everything was safely 
across, and before proceeding, I had all tiie constables assemblea, 
armed, surrounding the prisoners, and I spoke to the latter in the 
following manner :— 

" * You have been captured in retreating from a contest your 
tribes were guilty of promoting. You were advised strongly and 
perseveringly by your aboriginal allies not rashly to attempt what 
you had no probability of accomplishing ; but you disregarded the 
advice, and two of you, with many otWs who escaped, are now 
experiencing the consequences. From the contest on the previous 
day, you may learn two le8sons--first, the immense superiority of 
the white man over the black in his movements of defence ; and, 
second, that the destruction of life which took place was not to 
gratify a destructive propensity, or your lives would not have been 
spared, but to protect that property which the black man wished 
uulawfully to obtain. The white man, in this instance, has shown 
as much lenity as could have been expected ; and to convince you 
of his benevolent intentions, I will, by virtue of instructions given 
to me by the highest authority in the province, request that you 
two who are wounded be allowed to return to your friends ; the 
woman whose husband was shot, and who was rescued by the 
Adelaide native, has consented to become his wife, and accompany 
him to town, and may be allowed to do so ; the male adult, I must 
inform you, I cannot liberate ; he will be taken to Adelaide, and 
kept there for a while; and it will depend upon his tribe what 
treatment he receives. Should they again attack parties on their 
road from Sydney, he may possibly be put to death ; but if they 
should be peaceful and quiet, he will be allowed to return to them 
in safety. Should you at any future time meet with outrage or 
insult from Europeans, I advise you, as your protector and friend, 
not to attempt your own defence. The Grovemment has promised 
to listen to any charge you may have to prefer, and for aU ag:gre8- 
sions upon your rights, you are promised immediate and satisfac- 
tory redress.' 

" I then formally took the tWo wounded prisoners, after supplying 
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them with a day's proTisions, and said thej were at liberty to 
letum to their fnends. I tried particnlarly to impress them with 
the idea that we were wishful of living on peaceful terms with 
them, and requested them to bear in mmd that the prisoner was 
taken as a guarantee for their future conduct. I recommended 
every group that I saw along the Murray river for the future to 
visit the encampment of the overland parties ; they were enraged 
at being attacked three times in succession, and in their rage they 
may shoot all the blacks they may see. 

'* I hope to bring several males with me from Lake Bonney ; and« 
by showing them an European settlement, with numbers of natives 
living there in perfect safety, I think it may have a good effect in 
convincing them that the whites are not to be trifled with. 

" 1 have, Ac, 

"M. MOOBHOIJSK. 

" A. M. Mundy, Esq., Private Secretary." 

On the return of the police party to town, his Excellency the 
Governor ordered an ino[uiry to be made into the for^^oing 
circumstances, and accordingly a bench of magistrates sat at the 
court-house to investigate tne particulars under which abont fifty 
natives were shot on the Murray by Mr. Bobinson's party and tlie 
police under Mr. Shaw. 

The chairman then informed Mr. Moorhouse, the protector of the 
aborigines, that in order to satisfy the public mind both here and 
in England the Governor had thought it necessary to have an 
official investigation into the circumstances of the late engagement 
on the Murray, and requested that he would state to the bench the 
&cts of the case. Mr. Moorhouse said the facts were already 
before the public, by the publication of the report he had the 
honour to furnish to the Governor, which he handed with a request 
that it might be read by the clerk. Accordingly the published 
report was then read by Mr. Kichman, to the correctness of which 
Mr. Moorhouse adhered. After the examination of numerous 
witnesses, the following resolution was moved by Major O'HaUoran, 
seconded by Messrs. Eyre and E. Stephens : — 

" That tne bench of magistrates, after a full and careful exami- 
nation of all the evidence brought before them relating to the 
aflray on the Ruf us between the Europeans and blacks, are unani- 
mously of opinion (so far as they hiave had an opportunity of 
forming one) that the conduct of Abr. Moorhouse and nis party was 
justifiable and indeed unavoidable in their circumstances, and that 
much praise is due to him and them for the gpreat forbearance 
evinced by the Force, when placed under circumstances of the 
most trying nature." 

Mr. Eyre, in seconding the motion, said he knew from his know- 
ledge of the spot where the blacks had posted themselves, and his 
cTAnAral knowledge and experience, that the collision was nnavoid- 
only fear was that the example made was not yet sufficient 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

The Carter family and their antecedents — An episode in the earlier days of 
the Colony — Expeditions in search of Mr. C. C. Datton — ^Mr. E. J. 
Eyre — Discovery of available country east of Flinders* Range, and a 
high range N.W. of Lake Torrens — Oflfer to explore country — Mr, 
Babbage's expedition — Major Warburton — A miraculous escape. 

« 

By the arrival of the barque Christina on the 25th July, 1841, I 
received a letter from Mr. Eandall, conveying his hearty con- 
gratulations at my success in obtaining an appointment in 
the police so soon after my arrival in South Australia, with 
the astounding intelligence, however, that my brother-in-law 
(William Alexander Carter) and his sister Aiin were cabin- 
passengers by the above vessel; adding, that after mature con- 
sideration, he thought they would succeed far better in this new 
colony than remaining in England. Hence, the reason for sending 
them thither. Of course, I at once proceeded to the port and 
brought them to town, but in truth, with my limited means and 
inadequate accommodation at the Police Barracks, I was at my wit's 
end to conceive what to do with them, especially as they had not 
a sixpence in their pockets on landing ; however, I did the best I 
could, and after a short time suggested that my brother (Mr. 
Carter) should join the mounted police, which then consisted of a 
fine body of highly respectable and well-educated young men; 
which he did accordingly. And subse5[uently his sister accepted 
an offer from the late Mrs. Southram to live witn her as companion. 
Not many months afterwards, I was further astonished by the 
arrival of Catherine Carter and her brother John. Mr. Eandall 
having deemed it expedient to advise him to abandon a seafaring life, 
and emigrate. Thus by this last move the whole of the family were 
thrust upon my shoulders and himself freed from further care or 
responsibility. However, in like manner as I had suggested to his 
elder brother, he joined the mounted police, and his sister obtained 
a situation in Dr. Bankin's family. John was one of the finest 
and most intellectual young men in the force, and after he had 
perfected himself in his drills and duties of constable, I stationed 
nim at Moorundee, where Mr. Eyre had been appointed police 
magistrate of the district by his Excellency Captain Grey in 
consequence of the repeated attacks which had been made by the 
Murray tribes on parties travelling overland with stock as before 
related; the poor fellow, however, not long afterwards, with a 
comrade named Wickham, met with a sad, sad end. They had 
both gone up the Murray on duty, and when opposite Mr. Wigley *s 
station on the east side of the river, they hobbled their horses and 
got into a native bark canoe with the intention of passing the night 
at the station, but in crossing both were drowned. It appeared 
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to eye-witnesses wlio saw the fatal accident, tiiat poor Carter was 
standing npriglit propelling the frail boat, whilst Wickham, was 
sitting behind him in the stem, and upon leaning slightly over, 
upset it It was supposed that as the canoe capsized, Wickham 
caught hold of Garter, and the latter, to clear nimself from his 
erasp, must have struck him repeated blows in the face, which was 
bruised and much cuK Neither of them could swim. As proof of 
the ffreat esteem in which they were both held by their comrades 
in the force, they subscribea a sum sufficient to remove their 
bodies into town, and erected a handsome monument to their 
memory in the West Terrace cemetery, where they were buried. 

Catherine, who I have before mentioned was at Dr. Kankin's, 
subsequently married Dr. McDougall, who at that period was 
manager of Mr. Malcolm's station at Poltallock; this position he re- 
linquished, and sailed with his wife for San Francisco, but they were 
wrecked at one of the Sandwich Islands (Honolulu). They however 
were rescued by being hauled up a perpendicular cliff from the 
wreck beneath, and so were all the rest of the passengers and crew, 
but not a single article of their fumitnre or clothing was recovered. 
I heard afterwards that he was appointed medical attendant to 
the king, and likewise had the supervision of a sugar plantation. 
In after-years, I further heard that they had had a large family, 
but all had died. Since which (about twenty-eight years ago) 
I have never heard whether they are alive or not. 

With regard to the other members of the family ; Elizabeth, who 
came out to the colony with myself and wife, married Mr. Darke, 
a surveyor, who was unfortunately murdered by the natives whilst 
on an exploring expedition in the Port Lincoln district. She 
afterwardB went to Tasmania, and resided some time with her 
husband's relatives (the Wedges), but subsequently removed to 
Sydney, where, I believe she married a doctor, since which, I have 
not heard what became of her. The elder brother remained some 
years in the mounted police, during which he had several chances 
of bettering his position, but failed to avail himself of them. On 
one occasion especially, when the late Captain Watts was Post- 
master-General, he applied to me to know if I could recommend 
any member of the force qualified and willing to accept the 
appointment of chief clerk m his department. I replied there 
were several I could nominate, and amongst them my brother-in- 
law. He then requested me to make him the oiter, which I 
accordingly did, but he declined accepting it, for reasons that he 
thought the duties would be too sedentary ; and in his stead on a 
second application from Captain Watts, I recommended Mr. J. S. 
Brown, my office clerk, who accepted the position ; from which 
shortly afterwards he was transferred as Clerk to the House of 
Assembly, and was succeeded by the late Mr. J. W. Lewis, who, 
upon the retirement of Captain Watts, was appointed Postmaster- 
GfeneraL My quondam clerk by the way, lucky fellow, was 
subsequently appointed stipendiary magistrate at Kapunda* next 
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at Mount Gambler, 'and lastly at Port Lincoln, where he still re- 
sides. 

The police force having become distasteful to Carter, he resigned, 
and subsequently established himself at Salt Creek, on the Coorong, 
and opened a store and public-house there, which I built for him. 
To start him, I became responsible to a large amount for stores, 
wine, spirits, &c., Ac, obtained from Messrs. Henderson and 
Hamilton. Thus he might have done well, but neglected his 
business, leaving the management entirely in the hands of a 
German, who robbed him, whilst he spent most of his time sailing 
about the Coorong with a native crew. Of course this could not 
last very long, and he soon came to grief, and by his failure I lost 
about 300/. On the other hand, had he been diligent and devoted 
his fentire attention to the concern, he would doubUess have realized 
an independence ; in proof of which a Mr. McPherson succeeded 
him, and cleared about 4000/. in a very short time. 

Upon the establishment of a public ferry at Wellington by the 
Government, Carter was appointed ferryman, to which the duties 
of post and telegraph master were subsequently added, which 
offices he retained until his death, on the 10th April, 1872. 
Through the interest and kind intercession of Mr Samuel Daven- 
port, the Government permitted his widow to continue the manage- 
ment of the various departments, which she has been able to 
accomplish, with the assistance of her family, to the entire satis- 
faction of the public, the eldest son having the management of 
the ferry, and the eldest daughter of the telegraph and post- 
office. 

Ann, who was the oldest daughter next to my wife, has been 
in various occupations since she arrived in the colony, among which 
was that of schoolmistress under the Board of Education at Wel- 
lington. After resigning the appointment, she opened a private 
school at the Murray Bridge, her scholars being mostly children 
whose parents were employed erecting the bridge. After the com- 
pletion of the structure, the workmen left, and of course took 
their children with them, which broke up the school. I once paid 
her a visit, and urged her to relinquish such a miserable existence, 
and reside with my family, or at least to do so after the comple- 
tion of the bridge, which she partly promised to do, but never 
did so, and since the breaking up 01 her school, she has been 
living on the Murray as companion to Mrs. Marslin, who, with 
Dr. MarsHn, has been unremitting in kindness to her. 

I have been thus particular in giving a full and complete history 
of each member of the Carter family, it being necessary, for 
reasons that the intelligent reader maj clearl v comprehend the 
motives which Mr. Eandall had in sending us all out of England. 

I must premise, by referring the reader to the assurance made 
to me by my late father-in-law, not long previous to his demise — 
•* That although compelled to dispose of his valuable and extensive 
country estates and town property, the latter comprising the whole 
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of Bomney Place to meet the claims of creditors, still he was 
glad to say the family were provided for at his death." And 
also to the following paragraph immediately after the death of 
my mother-in-law, referring to an interview with Mr. Bandall, 
banker, Maidstone, and appointed gnardian and execntor to the 
family by the will of Mr. T. W. Carter : — ** Bein^ naturally anxious 
to be made acquainted with the financial position of the family, 
especially as I had been given to understand by my father-in-law, 
that the family would be provided for after his death, I questioned 
Mr. Eundall on the subject, and gathered that the allusion referred 
to a mortgaged property, which was unavailable, and consequently 
a fallacy. 

After a lapse of twenty-seven years, and whilst a resident at 
Wellington, on the Eiver Murray, I received the following letter : — 

" 61, King William Street, Adelaide, 30^^ Jomuary, 1866. 
" Deab Sm, — We have a letter from Mr. Smith, a solicitor in 
Sydnev, asking us to obtain positive information as to who are the 
sons of the late Mr. Thomas William Garter, formerly of Maid- 
stone, in Kent. It is suggested that he was married twice, and 
that his eldest daughter is now Mrs. Tolmer, that there were 
together eight children — M air , Ann, Elizabeth, Jane, Catherine, 
John, Thomas, and Henry. We shall be much obliged if you can tell 
us which of Ithese are alive ; if so, where they are living ; and as to 
those who may be dead, the place of their death and burial, and 
we should be still further obliged if you are likely to be in Adelaide 
soon, if you will favour us with a personal interview. We have 
written to Mr. Carter, of Wellington, on the subject. 

"Yours faithfully, 

"Ain)EEWS AND BONNIN, 

"Fro Henry Chapman. 
" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., Wellington." 

■ To which I sent the following reply : — 

" Wellington, February 2n<£, 1866. 

" Dear Sibs, — ^Your favour, dated 30th ultimo, is to hand, and 
a^eeably with the request contained therein, I beg to furnish you 
with the following particulars respecting my wife's family, viz. : — 

". Mr. T. W. Carter was formerly an auctioneer, Ac, in Maid- 
stone, and at that period possessed of considerable wealth. He was 
twice married, his second wife being a Miss Dunning, and connected 
with the family of Lord Ashburton. By the above marriage he had 
issue the following children : — Maiy, Ann, Elizabeth, Jane, Catherine, 
Henry, William, and John. Marv was the eldest daughter, and is my 
wife. Ann is residing here, and keeping a school. Elizabeth mar- 
ried Mr. Darke, who was killed by the natives in the Port Lincoln 
district. She subsequently went to Sydney, where, we believe, she 
xnarried a medical gentleman, and is supposed to be in affluent 
circumstances. Jane died, and was buried in Maidstone. Catheiine 
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married Dr. McDougall some years ago, and on their way to Cali- 
fornia they were wrecked on one of the Sandwich Islands, where, I 
believe, they still reside. Henry was a lieutenant in the 35th 
Native Infantry, and died at Lucknow, where he was buried, and 
a monument raised to his memory by his brother officers. William 
has been for many years in the colony, and is now manager of the 
ferry, telegraph master, &c., at Wellington. John was formerly a 
trooper in the mounted police, and with a comrade was unfortu- 
nately drowned in crossing the Eiver Murray in a canoe. Their 
bodies were subsequently brought to Adelaide, and buried together 
in the cemetery, and a monument erected by the members of the 
force. Thomas was the eldest son by Mr. Carter's first wife, and 
died in Maidstone, and was there buried. I regret I cannot proceed 
to Adelaide, as I have only returned from a leave of absence, but 
will call on the first opportunity. As my brother-in-law, Mr. 
Carter, has to be in Adelaide as a witness at the next Criminal 
sittings, he will see you personally, and give you all the 
information which we at present possess. I do not know exactly 
what has given rise to the present inquiry, but I have long suspected 
that the family have been entitled to some considerable property 
which has been unfairly withheld. 

" Believe me, yours truly, 

" AtiEXANDEB Tolmeb. 
" Messrs. Andrews and Bonnin." 

After a further lapse of nearly two years, I received the follow- 
ing from them : — 

" 61, King William Street, 27<^ S&pt&mh&r, 1867. 
" Yourself and others ats Mellersh (in Chancery). 
** Deae Sik, — By this post we forward you, in a registered letter, 
a copy of the bill in this suit, and this course has been adopted in 
order to avoid the expense of a messenger. We must therefore 
ask you to do us the favour to acknowledge its receipt as i)er form 
enclosed as soon as you can conveniently do so. 

" Yours faithfully, 

"Andrews and Bonnin. 
**Fro Henby Chapman. 
" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., Guichen Bay." 

By the bill referred to, I was commanded within six calendar 
months after service thereof on myself, exclusive of the day of such 
service, to cause an api)earance to be entered for me in the High 
Court of Chancery, London, otherwise the plaintifE in the suit 
would be at liberty to enter an appearance for me at my expense, 
and I should be subject to such process as the said court awarded, 
and to have such order or decree made against me as the court 
thought just upon the plaintifE*s own showing. The above was 
instituted by one Thomas Mellersh against Alexander Bandall, 
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banker, Maidstone, William Alexander Carter, of Wellington, in 
this province, and myself and late wife, to recover the som of 
bOOOt., with interest of 5 per cent, npon an alleged morteage 
obtained, in 1814, on an estate situate in the conntj of Kent, 
called Delse Farm, which property (then let on lease for sixty- 
one vears) was jointly parcnased in 1825 by Mr. A. Eandall and 
my father-in-law, Mr. T. W. Carter, now deceased, and in default 
of such payment, we, the defendants, wonld stand absolutely 
debarred and foreclosed of and from all right and equity of 
redemption of or in the said freehold premises and com rents, &c. 
The pmintifE in the bill admitted havmg received the rents, which, 
upon an estimate, must have amonnted to something like 30,000L, 
and as the land in England had greatly increased in value since 
1814, the property would then be worth a large amonnt.* 

Not beiuj? able to obtain leave of absence to visit Adelaide, I 
forwarded mil particulars to Messrs. Bagot and Labath, solicitors, 
and asked them, in my absence, to take my case specially into 
their consideration, and to use all the means in their power to 
establish my right. 

They accordingly took the necessary steps, and after much cor- 
respondence had taken place with their London agent and with 
myself, too voluminous and uninteresting to my readers, I received 
a communication from them, dated 8th June, 1868, enclosing the 
following extract of a letter from their London correspondent 
respecting the case, to which they called my immediate attention, 
and asked me to furnish them witn final and precise instructions in 
time for the outgoing mail, as to what they were to authorize 
their agent to do on account of my brother-in-law and myself. 

"Mellersh v. Randall. 

" Before we received your second letter, we had entered an ap- 
pearance in this suit for Mr. Alexander Tolmer. In consequence 
of this, Mr. Qregson, the plaintiflTs solicitor, called upon us, and 
from him we learn that if Mr. William Alexander Carter, one of 
the other defendants, will also enter an appearance and he and 
Mr. Tolmer will allow the plaintiff to obtain a foreclosure decree, 
Mr. Gregson's client will be prepared to pay their costs and a sum 
of money for themselves. Mr. Gregson refuses to treat with us on 
behalf of Mr. Alexander Tolmer alone, as without William Alex- 
ander Carter's consent he cannot make up a title. 

" We do not know what he would give, but as it will save all 
further costs in the suit, we should expect to get 100/. at least. 

" If you can procure Mr. Alexand!er Carter's authority in the 

matter and will send us instructions on behalf of him, and if Mr. 

Tolmer consent to an absolute decree of foreclosure, we will make 

the best bargain we can for them. Mr. Gregson says that on 

n account being taken in the suit, there could not possibly be 

ything to come to the defendants. Of course we do not know 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 245 

whether this is so or not ; Mr. William Alexander Carter, the co- 
defendant, is brother-in-law of yonr client, and is post-master at 
Wellington, in Sonth Australia." 

Heartily disgnsted with the whole affair, and as my brother-in- 
law and I moreover were likely to be saddled with long lawyer's 
bills of costs here, which both of us could ill afford to pay, we 
subsequently agreed to receive 602. each, the plaintiff paying all 
expenses in tne suit, but before the money was forthcoming, the 
worry and pecuniarjr embarrassments so seriously affected poor 
Carter that he lost his reason and died in the lunatic asylum. He 
never received or signed for the above amount, neither has his 
widow (who has a large family to support) received a farthing of 
it. Not long before his death, however, the money was brought to 
the asylum and an attempt made to obtain his signature, which 
was peremptorily forbidden by Dr. Patterson (the Colonial Sur- 
geon). What became of it, therefore, yet remains to be accounted 
for. 

I do not know how the suit itself terminated, but which ever way 
it went, neither Mellersh nor Eandall had a " title," as they never 
got the signature of Carter, myself, or wife to the " release," 
which Mrs. Carter and myself still retain possession of, and as my 
mother-in-law died intestate, leaving William and John her 
co-heirs in " gavelkind " surviving, I apprehend that William's 
children are entitled to half the Delse Farm property, because 
the legal meaning of gavelkind is a tenure or custom annexed and 
belonging to certain lands in Kent, whereby the lands of the 
father are equally divided at his death among all his sons, or the 
land of the brother among all the brethren if he have no issue of 
his own. 

Fearful it is to contemplate the wreck and ruin of this once 
prosperous and influential family and the injustice and wrong to 
which they have been subjected. I have stated in another part 
that Mr. Eandall died in 1870, and bequeathed numerous annui- 
ties and thousands of pounds in legacies to charitable institutions 
in Maidstone, but not a farthing to the family of the man to whom 
he owed everything. I, however, still hope tnat, should this work 
be read by his relict, she may be prompted to make some repara- 
tion. 

Old colonists will remember that during Captain Grey's tenure 
of office as governor of this province (now Sir George Grey) he was 
very unpopular, and public meetings were held and memorials 
numerously signed, aadressed to the Secretary of State, pray- 
ing for his recall. The Register newspaper also teemed with vitu- 
perative leaders condemning his administration. 

Whilst this feeling was at its height, I was one day on a ^isit 
of police inspection at Mount Barker, after which duty I repaired 
to Glovy's public-house and ordered dinner. The landlady, how- 
ever, said she was very sorry, but there was nothing in the house 
she could then offer me ; if, however, I could wait an hour or bo, an 
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excellent dinner had been ordered and was being prepared for three 
genUeman who had jast left the employ of Mr. J. B. Hack, at 
lichnnga, who no doubt would have no objection to my joining 
them, especially as Messrs. Daws and Smith, with whom she knew 
I was acquainted, were of the party. 

I at once expressed my willingness to the arrangement, provided 
her proposal was a^eeable to the gentlemen she mentioned. To 
this end she interviewed them, and quickly returned saying that 
they would be only too glad of my company. 

When dinner was announced and I entered the room, my friends 
Daws and Smith, introduced me to the three strangers, whose 
liberality we were about to partake of. One of the three, however, 
I at once recognized as a person named Hide, who, I have before 
mentioned, came out as a steerage passenger in the vessel in which 
I arrived in the colony ; the names of the other two were Godlee 
and Guy. We then took our seats, Daws being chairman, and 
Hide vice-chairman, and as the table was in the form of an oblong, 
I sat at the comer near Hide, my vis-a-via being Guy. On my 
left was Smith, and opposite to him Godlee. 

I am particular in describing our respective seats in order that 
the reader may have in his " mind's eye '' the scene which 
followed. 

After doing full justice to the dinner, which consisted of the 
choicest viands, with poultry, &c., and bottled beer and sherry in 
abundance, the cloth was removed and the decanters having oeen 
re-filled with port and sherry and an ample supply of cigars placed 
on the table, the chairman rose and proposed '*The Healths of 
her Majesty and Prince Albert," which were drunk with every 
mark of loyalty. 

The decanters were passed round pretty freely, and when just 
about to propose his Excellency's health, I was stopped by Guy, 
saying,— 

** We'll not drink the Governor's health." 

Whereupon I immediately got up, and said, — 

" Gentlemen, please fill your glasses," — which having been com- 
plied with, I said, — "I regret exceedingly the very imprudent 
expression of disloyalty which has just emanated from the gentle- 
man opposite. "whatever errors (which I do not admit) his 
Excellency the Governor may have committed in the government 
of this colony, that unfortunately have rendered him unpopular, 
it must nevertheless be borne iii mind that he is the representative 
of her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and must be respected 
as such. Wearing, therefore, the uniform I do, and being the only 
Government officer present, I stand as his Excellency's represen- 
tative, and it is my duty to defend and support his dignity and 
high position ; any insult offered to him therefore, I shall take as a 
personEil one to myself. Gentlemen, I propose, and ask you to join 
me in drinkine the health of his Excellency Captain Grev, the 
"T, but before I had half emptied my glass, Hide said, — 
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" We'll see him d d first." 

The insulting words were hardly out of his mouth when I seized 
him by the coUar and neckcloth with one hand, and by the breeches 
with the other, burled him with all my strength across the tabic 
into Guy*s lap, thereby sweeping that endof the table of decanters 
and glasses. Guy (who was a tall fellow and had a long reach) 
then caught me by the cravat, but with a quick, well-directed blow 
between both eyes with my fist I made him loose his hold. After 
which a regular fight followed, Smith and Daws siding with me 
in the m^lde; it did not last five minutes, however, before we 
not only thrashed, but kicked them out of the room and closed the 
door ! We then re-seated ourselves, and after a hearty laugh at the 
singular turn of affairs, rung the bell for more wine and ordered 
the smashed decanters and glasses to be replaced. 

Whilst chatting and smoking our cigars together, I gathered 
from Smith that he was a native of Plymouth, and knew my rela* 
tives, the Hombrooks. 

" Surely," I observed, " you are not Major Smith's son, the 
commandant of the citadel P " 
" Yes, I am," he replied. 

" Well, then, I have often held you on my back, whilst yon were 
being birched at Macaulay's school.*' 

" Then," added he, " you must have been the boy we used to 
teaze and call Frenchy, Froggy, &c." 

'' The same," I answered, which coincidence produced much and 
prolonged merriment. 

The foregoing singular rencontre is one more of the many I 
mentioned m the beginning of these memoirs, which have imez- 
pectedly happened in South Australia. 

About hau an hour after the disturbance had taken place, there 
came a knock at the door, and upon inquiring who was there, one 
of the three we had expelled said that he and his friends desired to 
apologize, whereupon I said, — 
" What shall we say ? " 

" Oh," replied Smith, " we'll let them in, provided they staad 
half a dozen of champagne." With which stipulation they will- 
ingly agreed, and were again admitted into the room. 

Shoitly after reassembling, a discussion arose on the subject of 
strength and activity, which began to wax warm, whereupon I 
challenged any one in the room to wrestle, which was accepted by 
Godiee. The room was then cleared of all furniture except a sofa, 
and the trial commenced ; the test being two throws out of three. 
There was a ridiculous disproportion in our respective weights and 
heights : Godiee being from twelve to fourteen stone, and about six 
feet high, whereas I was only nine stone nine, and five feet 
eight ; nevertheless, I came off" victorious. By the time our struggles 
were over, it was near the early hours. 

When I got up in the morning, I began gravely to reflect over 
the night's occurrence, and settled in my mind that the afiair would 
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to a certainty " take wind," and be magnified into a pnblic-lionBe 
brawl, and in that light be reported to my superior officer ; con- 
sequently, it was not without some fear and misgivii^ that I 
appeared before Major O'Halloran on mj return to Adelaide. This 
anxiety, however, was quickly dispelled by the cordial sluike of his 
hand, and his saying, *' So you had an unpleasant row at Mount 
Barker last ni^ht ; his Excellency has been informed of the parti- 
culars of the disturbance, and is highly pleased with your spirited 
conduct on the occasion." 

During his Excellence's term of office, a party of police accom- 
panied him on an expedition to Bivoli Bay, and encamped on some 
elevated land at the south end, where a .township has since been 
laid out and named after him. During their stay his Excellency 
was very desirous of communicating with the natives, but they 
were too shy and made off on his approach, and could not lie 
induced to come to the camp. 

Seeing, therefore, there was no other means, he ordered some of 
the police to endeavour to bring a party of them in, which, how- 
ever, they only succeeded in doing by running them down, to their 
great terror ; but after being reassured that no harm was intended, 
they soon became quite reconciled, and jabbered and laughed 
incessantly at what they saw ; they were then well regaled with 
meat, bread, and tea, and for the purpose were supplied with 
knives and forks. His Excellency ana all the party were afforded 
much amusement in witnessing the attempts they made to use 
them, after which they were given pipes and tobacco ; and as night 
came, signs were made them to leave the camp and return to their 
wurlies. 

Early next morning the cook, as usual, got up to prepare break- 
fast for the party, but when he afterwards went mto the tent to lay 
the table for his Excellency, not a knife, silver fork, or spoon 
could be found. The natives, therefore, must have noticed where 
they were deposited before they retired, and during the night 
dexterously abstracted them. 

Whilst the search was going on, the police who were camped 
near the Governor's tent at a break-wind, suddenly got up on 
hearing what was missing, when to their utter surprise they dis- 
covered that all their forage-caps had been taken off their heads ; 
but the most ludicrous part of it was that the bullock-driver, upon 
hearing the hubbub, quietly protruded his head from under the 
tarpauling which covered the dray, and said, " They haven't taken 
the dray, nave they P " which drew forth roars of laughter. 

His Excellency had a very high opinion of the police, as proved 
by the following extract, when laying the quarterly abstract of the 
expenditure for the last quarter of the year 1841, before the 
council, on February the 10th, 1842, published in the Government 
Gazette :— 



<( 



I believe that nothing can surpass the efficiency of this fine 
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body of men. His Honour the Judge, lias on several occasions 
called my attention to the zeal and promptitude with which their 
duties are discharged. 

"G. Grey." 

His Excellency at this time was writing a work on South 
Australia, and requested me to illustrate it, with which 1 willingly 
complied, and when in the pursuit of my duties always carried a 
sketch-book in my sabretacne, and took sketches of what I con- 
sidered most interesting objects, after which, I worked them up on 
my return to headquarters. These consisted of a view of the Blue 
Lake, Mount Gambler ; a native propelling a canoe on the Murray, 
with an old man sitting in the stem cooking a fish, a native burial- 
place on the margin of Lake Alexandrina, a native throwing a 
spear, Tatiara and other native baskets, various implements of 
war, &c. ; all these were exhibited on the drawing-room table at 
Government House, and no doubt will be remembered by old 
colonists who were visitors. 

The contemplated work, however, was never published, as his 
Excellency left for New Zealand, where he was appointed Governor 
on the breaking out of disturbances with the Maories, and as Mr. 
G. F. Angas ariived in the colony about the same time, I presume 
they were either lent, or given to him, as they were after- 
wards recopied and published in his splendid ten-guinea work 
on South Australia, but my name as the original artist was 
never acknowledged. I have still in my possession his Excellency's 
letters thanking me for all the drawings referred to when in 
Adelaide, and one sent from New Zealand, of which the following 
is a copy : — 

" Government House, Auckland, Od, 2l8^, 1846. 

"My dear Mr. Tol^ier, — My brother brought me down the 
beautiful drawings you were good enough to send me. I value 
them much for their beauty, as reminding me of a place to which 
I am so much attached, and more still, as showing that an officer 
of my old government, with whom I never had to find fault, had 
not forgotten me. I see with much satisfaction that the police 
force retains its high character. I have often wished for your 
services here, you would have been very useful to me, but all 
disturbances have now ceased. Will you remember me to Mrs. 
Tolmer, and to your little boys. 

'* Believe me, 

" Faithfully yours, 

"G. Grey." 

During Governor Grey's administration of the government of 
this colony, his Excellency and his amiable lady frequently gave' 
juvenile balls at Government House to the younger branches of the 
families of the colonists, and among these my two eldest boys 
referred to above were specially invited, and received marked 
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attention from liis Excellency and Mrs. Grey, who led them by the 
hand np and down the ball-room. 

The amnsement of dancing was undertaken in right good spirits, 
and was kept np with most exemplary animation and perseverance 
by the many young couples who stood up and who ]oined hands 
for the nonce with the most innocent heartiness and fervour, his 
Excellency and Mrs. G-rey several times joining in the performance. 
It must have afforded them great pleasure to see around them so 
many smiling countenances oetokening the yet unbroken spirit; 
and the affecting buoyancy of the youthful heart. I believe the 
custom of occasionally giving juvenile parties by the representative 
of her Majesty is a happy one, because it is calculatea to have a 
beneficial effect upon the rising youth of our highly favoured 
colony now fairly started upon a career of unexampled progress 
and prosperity, inasmuch as it introduces to each other in their . 
early years the sons and the daughters of the upper classes of the 
colonists, and thus, on the one hand, laying the foundation very 
probably of the most extensive domestic happiness throughout the 
length and breadth of this land of their children in days to come, 
and, on the other hand, adding the hallowed and most influential 
sentiment of early-formed and long-cherished friendships to the 
almost equally noble motives of public spirit and patriotic feeling, 
which when their heads are laid low will induce their children 
after them to combine together zealously for the promotion of 
every object of a public nature that is good or great. 

In consequence of the determined hostility of the natives and 
the repeated murders committed by them in the Port Lincoln dis- 
trict, several settlers broke up their stations, and among these was 
Mr. C. C. Button, who started on the 20th June, 1842, to come 
overland to Adelaide with his cattle and several men. They had 
a bullock-dray with them, containing a sufficiency of rations for 
the journey, and were likewise provided with riding-horses. After 
the lapse of three months, however, as nothing had been heard of 
them, fears were entertained for their safety, and on the applica- 
tion of the late Hon. John Baker, the Government decided to 
despatch a police party (with some volunteers who were to accom- 
pany them) to afford relief and ascertain their fate, which duty 
devolved upon me under written instructions from the Oolonial 
Secretary, of which the following is a copy : — 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, Vlfh September, 1842. 
" Sir, — His Excellency the Governor having appointed you to 
proceed in charge of the police, who are to accompany a party of 
volunteers in search of Mr. C. C. Dutton, I am directed by his 
Excellency to state to you the following particulars : — From the 
statement of J. Baker, Esq,, it appears that Mr. Dutton left Fort 
Lincoln on the 20tii June last, with four men, in charge of a herd 
of cattle, having 600 lbs. of flour in his possession and a propor- 
tionate quantity of tea and sugar. Since the 20th June no tidings 
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have been heaxd of him, and from the time that has elapsed since 
his departure, there is ground for serious apprehensions for his 
safety. It is expected that several volunteers (the number stated 
is six) will be prepared to start with you from Mr. Hawker's sta- 
tion ; and you will take the command of the entire party, except 
in the case of a magistrate being present, when you would, of 
course, place yourself under his orders in the usual manner. In 
the event of the charge of the party devolving on you, his Excel- 
lency thinks the case does not admit of your receiving any detailed 
instructions ; but his Excellency must trust to your own energy 
and discretion to act as circumstances may warrant. His Excel- 
lency would only desire that you use every exertion to trace Mr. 
Button and his party, and to proceed, ishould it be found necessary 
for that purpose, even to Port Lincoln. In a letter from Mr. 
Baker, dated Saturday night, that gentleman observes that he 
intended leaving town to proceed with his brother (who accom- 
panies the expedition) to Mr. Hawker's station, where he hopes to 
nave everything prepared by Tuesday. 

" I am, &c., 

"J. Alex. Jackson, 
" Inspector Tolmer, " Colonial Secretary. 

" Mounted Police." 

Upon receipt of the foregoing, I lost no time in making arrange- 
ments for my immediate departure, seeing that the volunteers 
would be prepared to join on my arrival at Mr. Hawker's station. 
The party consisted of myself. Corporal Rose, and three police 
troopers, and three pack-horses, with ample provisions for a pro- 
longed absence in search of Mr. Button and his party, if found 
necessary. 

The country to the north of Bungaree in those days was un- 
known, and had only been traversed by Mr. E. J. Eyre, when he 
started upon his memorable expedition to West Australia ; con- 
sequently I was provided by Captain Frome, the Surveyor- General, 
with a map, prismatic compass, and other instruments to enable 
me to mark and note down each day's journey, and I was specially 
instructed by Major O'Halloran to keep a journal, in which was 
to be entered all my proceedings and every noteworthy object or 
circumstance which I might consider material and important. 

On reaching Mr. Hawker's station, I assembled the volunteer 
party, consisting of Messrs. William Peters, James Baker, Charles 
and James Hawker, and read over my letter of instructions to 
them, after which I distinctly made them understand that if they 
had any objection to offer in respect thereof, it was necessary to 
do so before starting, but there was not a dissentient voice. 

The following morning we started, the volunteers also taking 
with them a couple of pack-horses and a Sydney native named 
Billy, a most intelligent fellow, but, of course, of little use on 
account of his total ignorance of the country and being unac- 
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quainted with the dialect of the northern natives. I first shaped 
a course a little to the west of north, which we continued, and 
encamped, as well as my memory now serves me, where feed and 
water was plentiful; and the second day, crossed the Gulnare 
plains, so named after a favourite kangaroo, belonging to the late 
Mr. John Horrocks, which died there, probably bitten by one of the 
snakes with which the plains were infested. The land was of a loose 
chocolate nature, with gaping cracks at every step, and in some 
of these I have seen five or six of these loathsome creatures hud- 
dled together. They were, indeed, so numerous, that a few years 
afterwards I was at Horrock's station, Penwortham, and on the 
drawing-room table srw a cover composed entirely of snaJce skins 
sewed together, the tails radiating from a centre one coiled up, the 
pendant heads forming a fringe. All these had been killed in the 
plains by Mr. Arthur Horrocks, and made into this unique orna- 
ment. That night we camped without water on the side of a 
ridge lightly timbered with shea oaks, and trending to the north, 
had I proceeded a couple of miles further I afterwards ascertained 
we should have struck a river, now CEilled the Broughton, the water 
of which, however, is very brackish. 

The third day we made an earlv start, and altered our conrse to 
about W.N.W. After crossing the ridge we got into undulatii)^ 
country, and found a spring of delicious fresh water in a creeK 
between some large rocks, which my men afterwards named 
" Tolmer*s gin-shop ;" there we encamped for the night. In the 
morning one of the pack-horses belonging to the volunteers was 
found to be missing. This was an untoward misfortune, but as no 
time could be spared to go in search of him, we pushed on, and at 
no great distance came to a river with high rocky precipitous 
banks, which somewhat delayed us to find a crossing. From 
thence the country greatly improved, and was well wooded with 
gum and other trees.. The same night we encamped at Crystal 
Brook, where some years afterwards the Messrs. Bowman had a 
station. 

The following day we sighted Spencer's Gulf, and travelled along 
the plains west of tlinders* Bange ; consequently it was no longer 
necessary for me to use the compass. During the day we saw 
some white kangaroos, a rarity which I have never since met with 
in any part of the colony. We tried to shoot one, but were un- 
successful. The feed was rather scarce as we journeyed, but water 
was easily found and plentiful by running up any of the numerous 
watercourses towards the foot of the range. On the third day, 
after travelling thu*?, we encamped at a splendid water-hole, m 
which all those of the party who could had a swim. The water 
was delightfully cool, rendered the more so by a streamlet which 
fell from rock to rock, forming numerous miniature cascades, 
which in the rainy season must assume the appearance of an 
extensive cataract. 

^\ough we saw no natives, numerous signal-fires were made — 
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some suddenly springing np witliin a few hundred yards of ns in 
the scrub ; but althou^ I put spurs to my horse two or three 
times to endeavour to come up with the natives who lit them, I 
did not succeed. In after-years I have spent weeks on different 
occasions in charge of police parties in pursuit of natives in 
Flinders* Eange, charged with murder and stealing sheep from 
settlers in the neighbourhood, and always found it most difficult to 
capture them owing to the deep, inaccessible stony ravines with 
which the country abounds. Very few spears are used by them, 
their principal weapons and implements of offence bein^ yam 
sticks and stones, which latter they throw with great dexterity. 

On one of these expeditions I took my violin (as we had a cart 
for our provisions), and whilst playing my instrument one night 
at the camp fire to enliven my men, a shower of stones thrown 
from a height above came suddenly rattling in our midst, for- 
tunately without hitting any of us. Since which incident I 
decidedly discredit the truth of the adage, that "Music hath 
charms to soothe the savage breast." 

Having gathered from Mr. E. J. Eyre's book that the disposi- 
tion of the natives was not to be depended upon in that part of 
the country through which we were then travelling, 1 had deemed 
it expedient for the safety of the party to have a sentry at night. 
The evening we camped at the above water-hole, however, I ob- 
served the volunteer party make a fire about two hundred yards 
apart from ours ; but as night drew near I sent Corporal Eose 
with a message rec^uesting them to come to our fire, as it was not 
safe to be thus divided, to which they sent back word that they 
intended camping by themselves. Whereupon I went over to 
them, and asked whether it was true they nad sent me such a 
message, to which they replied in the affirmative, adding " that 
they wished to have a voice in directing the movements of the 
party." I then said, " If I allowed your request I should be giving 
up the command, and that I never shall. However, you had better 
sleep over the matter, and let me know in the morning what you 
resolve doing." The next morning, after we had breakfasted and 
were ready to start, I again went over to the volunteers, seeing 
that they made no attempt to make a move, and were still lying 
under their blankets, and demanded what they had agreed to do, 
and upon receiving the same reply as on the previous night, I 
then said, "Well, gentlemen, if that is your determination you 
can go on in search of Mr. Dutton and his party, but I shall 
return to Adelaide." I was the more astonished at this unex- 
pected behaviour, because the most friendly and cordial feeling 
nad existed between us, and on no occasion had they during the 
journey shown the least disposition to interfere or thwart my 
actions in conducting the expedition. The real cause of this out- 
break, I believe, was because they had repeatedly heard on the 
journey how I intended to systematically conduct the search for 
Dutton and his party, alive or dead, and got frightened at the 
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time this would probably occupy, hence their attempt at coerdoiL 
However, whatever the motive might have been, it was a dis- 
gracefnl act and gross insult to myself, after having heard read 
my written inBtructions appointmg me to the comnumdof the 
entire party, and my appeal to them to make objections, if they 
had anj, before we started from Mr. Hawker's station. 

EEavmg given instructions to Corporal Bose as to where he 
was to camp each day, on his return journey, I quitted the party 
and pushed on alone, and, as I was well mounted, reached 
Adelaide on the third day, the 27th September, and immediatdy 
made my official report as to the reason for returning, which was 
at once submitted to his Excellency the Governor, who entirely 
approved of my action, which was notified to me as follows : — 

" Police Commissioner's Office, 30^^ Sejatember, 1842. 
" Memorandum, — The Commissioner of Police has received his 
Excellency's instructions to notify to Inspector Tolmer that *he 
altogether ai^proves of the course which Inspector Tolmer pursued 
in refusing to comply with the request made by the gentlemen 
volunteers that they should have a voice in directing the move- 
ments of the party.* 

" Inspector Tolmer and the police force, now about to proceed 
towards Port Lincoln, will act under the orders of E. J. Eyre, 
Esq., J.P., unless the party should be divided into two parties, 
in which case the command of one portion will devolve on 
Inspector Tolmer. 

" By his Excellency's command, 

" T. CHallobak, 

" Commissioner of Police." 

Major O'Halloran, having led me to anticipate the foregoing 
instructions, I lost no time in organizing a fresh party of police, 
and had everything prepared when joined by Mr. Eyre the follow- 
ing day. Instead of pack-horses I decided upon taking the police 
cart, in which not only provisions and camp equipments could be 
packed, but also some of the men's blankets, &c., to lighten the 
weight the horses had to carry, and thereby accelerate the move- 
ments of the expedition. This arrangement was approved of. 

Nothing worth recording occurred on the journey until the end 
of the third day, when we encamped without water, and, as tibe 
weather had been very hot during the day, we felt the want 
exceedingly, the horses also seemed much distressed, esjDecially 
those in the cart. An early start was made next morning, 
so as to reach water before the hottest part of the day. 
After crossing Gulnare plains, and when passing my old camping- 
ground on the Bide of the hill before described, I informed Mr. 
Eyre of the spring of water not far off on the other side of the 
ndge, and suggested we should go there, have breakfast, and 
^^ater the horses. He, however, declined deviating from his 
% and continued in a northerly direction. 
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As Mr. Burr, the Deputy Surveyor-General (who accompanied 
the expedition) felt, like myself, parched with thirst, I took his 
canteen and my own, and started off over the hill to my spring to 
fill them, and after refreshing myself, and watering my horse, 
quickly overtook the party at the River Broughton. 

I well remember. Eyre and Burr were sitting by the side of a 
large water-hole having some brandy and water, of which Mr. 
Eyre invited me to partake. After mixing a small quantity with 
some of the water from the hole (which I imagined was fresh, but 
found on tasting to be salt as brine, and undrinkable), I said I 
had procured a couple of canteens full of delicious water from 
the spring I had mentioned, and suggested that he should make a 
fresh mixture for himself, and, as I handed him the canteen, felt 
a degree of great satisfaction at being able to contribute to his 
better comfort ; to my astonishment, however, after he had half 
filled a pannican, and tasted the water, he threw it all away, 
saying that he preferred the salt water. Chacun a son godt, I'll 
admit, but in that instance I did not believe him, and only attri- 
buted the senseless waste of the precious fiuid to an obstinate and 
unyielding disposition, which was fully exemplified as we further 
journeyed together. 

I have before mentioned, that in travelling along the western 
plains, numerous watercourses are met with, which formed deep 
gullies, and the nearer the range the more dangerous and difficult 
for vehicles they were to cross. On Mr. Eyre s expedition about 
two years before, the drays, by his directions, followed this course, 
and as the tracks were still q^uite fresh he persistently made the 
driver of the police cart keep upon them, which of course knocked 
up the horses, although I repeatedly assured him that lower down 
the crossings were almost level, so that a person might drive 
tandem with perfect safety, to which he replied, " Oh, it's nothing 
when you're used to it." 

Quoting from Mr. Eyre's book, " Journals of an Expedition of 
Discovery into Central Australia," he gives the following descrip- 
tion of the country I have mentioned, and likewise the water-hwe 
at which I was encamped when I parted with the volunteer party 
to return to Adelaide, and which I have since heard now bears the 
name of " Separation Creek." 

" 29th June, 1840. — Upon moving from our camp this morning 
we commenced following under Flinders' Range. From Crystsi 
Brook the hills rise gradually in elevation as they trend to the 
northward, still keeping their western slopes almost precipitous 
to the plains, out of which they appear to rise abruptly. Our 
course was much embarrassed bv the gullies and gorges emanating 
from the hills, in some of which the crossing-place was not very 
good, and in all the horses got much shaken, so that when we 
arrived at a large watercourse defined by gum-trees, and in which 
was a round hole of water that had been on a former occasion 
called by me ' The Deep Spring,' I halted the party for the night. 
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and found that the horses were a good deal fati&^ned. Fortunately 
there was excellent food for them, and plenty oi water. The place 
at which we encamped was npon one of the nnmerons watercourses 
proceeding from the gorges of Flinders' Range. It had a wide 
gravelly bed, divided into two or three separate channels, but 
without a drop of water below the base of the hills, excepting 
where we bivouacked, at this point there was a considerable extent 
of rich black alluvial soil, and in the midst of it a mound of jet 
black earth surrounded by a few reeds. In the centre of the mound 
was a circular deep hole containing water, and apparently a spring; 
the last time I was here in 1839 it was full io overflowing, but 
now, though in the depth of winter, I was surprised and chagrined 
to see the water so much lower than I had known it before. It 
was covered up, too, so carefully with bushes and boughs, that 
it was evident the natives sometimes contemplated its being quite 
dried up, &c. 

" In October, 1842, I again passed this way in command of a 
party of police, sent overland to Port Lincoln, to search for Mr. 
CO. Button ; the spring was then dried up completely." 

Upon reaching l^Iount Arden we encamped at Depdb Creek under 
the range, aud after resting a couple of days to refresh the horses, 
and make preparations,. Mr. E vre divided the party, and having 
selected the men and the best norses, started upon his journey to 
Port Lincoln in search of Mr. Button and his party, traces of 
whom, however, were never found either by himself or the volun- 
teers. In fact, from what I gathered afterwards, it was a race for 
life from the start by each party. There is not the least doubt, 
however, that Mr. Button and his men were all murdered by the 
blacks at their camp, as all the cattle, working bullocks, and 
horses returned to the run. 

On the morning Mr. Eyre started I said to him that Mr. Burr 
and myself intended ascending to the summit of Mount Arden 
and Mount Brown to see whether his vision had not deceived him 
as to the bare and barren country which he had reported existed to 
the eastward. He, however, persistently averred that it was value- 
less, and it is thus described m his published work : — 

" There was no vegetation upon these hills, excepting prickly 
grass, and many were coated over so completely with loose stones 
that from the steepness of the declivity it was unsafe, if not im- 
possible, to ascend them. At one or two points in our route I 
climbed up to the top of high summits, but was not rewarded for 
my toil, tne prospect being generally cheerless and barren in the 
extreme, nor did the account given by Mr. Brown of his ascent of 
Mount Brown in March, 1802, tempt me to delay a day to enable 
me to view the uninteresting prospect he had seen from the 
summit of that hill, by far the highest peak in this part of Flinders' 
Range." 

As Mr. Eyre made an early start, Mr. Burr and myself took 
advantage of it, and proceeded upon our intended ascent of the 
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monnt. We followed the rocky, tortuous windings of the creek as 
far as we could, and then made fast our horses, as the remainder 
of the ascent was too steep. Fortunately the day was most pro- 
pitious for the occasion, being clear and bright ; not a cloud ob- 
structed the horizon^ so that distant objects were distinctly 
visible. 

Upon reaching the highest part of the eminence, which is about 
3000 feet above the level of the sea, our first glance, of course, was 
directed to the eastward, when we were at once rewarded by be- 
holding numerous watercourses defined by gum-trees, with nocks 
of white cockatoos flying in the distance. The surrounding country 
was elevated and mountainous, some of the hills being bold ^ and 
lofty, and having clumps of good timber. These watercourses at 
present bear the names of the Kanyaka and Willochra Creeks. 

Referring to the South Australian Gazetteer, published twenty- 
four years after the discovery by Mr. Burr and myself of the whole 
of the extensive country eastward of Flinders' Range, it was even 
at that date (1866) divided into hundreds, pretty thickly populated 
and containing thriving townships. In the county of Frome alone, 
the area is 1404 square miles, 890,660 acres, of which 74,737 were 
purchased land, 68,180 acres being held by freeholders, 13,425 acres 
being enclosed, and 75 acres being under cultivation. The live stock 
numbered 987 horses, 3514 horned cattle, 134,405 sheep, 818 goats, 
250 pigs, and 3255 head of poultry. Of the land under cultiva- 
tion, forty-nine acres were under fallow, five acres orchard, seven- 
teen acres garden, and four acres vineyard — the latter having pro- 
duced one cwt. of grapes during the year ending March 3l8t, 1866, 
and having 3817 vines in bearing, and 770 vines not in bearing. 
The population numbered 1908 persons, being an increase of 919 
over that of 1861. - There were 423 dwelling-houses, as a^nst 
273 in 1861. Thus Mr. Eyre's persistent theory vras clearly 
exploded and illusion dispelled. Upon next turning our attention 
to the W. and N.W., the view was anything but inviting, consist- 
ing of barren plains, and a vast inland salt-lake — which Mr. Eyre 
had named " Lake Torrens " — in the distance. 

Whilst intent upon viewing the misery and wretchedness of the 
prospect, I descriea a distant range, to which I drew Mr, Burr's 
attention, and with the help of a telescope, he clearly distin- 
guished the object, which he considered was distant about 100 
miles, as the crow flies. Although at that time I was but a 
young man and inexperienced as an explorer, I at once specu- 
lated upon the scene, and conceived the following idea, which 
I imparted to Mr. Burr, viz. that New Holland formerly consisted 
of two islands, that Lake Torrens was a continuation of Spencer's 
Gulf, and would be found to have extended at no distant period to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, thereby forming the straits between them; 
that Flinders' Range had been the coast range of the eastern, and 
the range to the N.W. (then discovered) the coast range of the 
western island. I further expressed an opinion that good country 
VOL. I. a 
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wonld be foand to the westward of it, if the ezploratioa of the 
coantry was ever undertaken. These impressions have all been 
realized by geologists and scientific explorers; I may therefore 
JQstly claim and maintain the reputation of having been the first 
to suggest the practicability of crossing the continent from south ta 
north, through the discovery of the high range before mentioned, 
as I will make clearly manifest to the reader. 

The first person to whom I communicated the discovery was 
the late Mr. Darke, the surveyor, who married my eister-in-law, 
and subsequently organized a small party, with which he finallj 
started from Port Lincoln, on the 29th August, 1844. He was 
speared by the blacks on the morning of the 23rd October follow- 
ing, before he had penetrated any great distance northward, the 
news of this sad and melancholy event being brought to us by Mr. 
J. H. Theakston, his second in command. The next person to 
whom I mentioned the subject was the late Captain Stnrt^ 
before he started on his expedition in the interior, aboat the same 
time as Mr. Darke. His Excellency the Governor having 
appointed me to select the horses for the expedition, they were 
brought into the barrack-yard in response to an advertisement, for 
the pnrpoRe of being examined, <$bc., and as Captain Sturt and Mr. 
Macdowell Stuart (who was appointed draughtsman and surv^or 
to the expedition) were present, 1 availed myself of the opportunity 
to inform them of the existence of the aforesaid range. Captain 
Stiirt said he would bear in mind my communication and endea- 
vonr if possible to reach the place, and upon his return informed 
me that he distinctly saw the range I had mentioned, which bore 
^^est from his farthest in the stony desert, but was unable to get to 
it for want of water. 

Again, I impressed the importance of the discovery of the 
high land to the N.W., to the late Mr. John Horrocks, who 
subsequently organized and equipped an expedition, having 
associated with him Mr. Theakston (who was with poor Darke) and 
Mr. S. T. Gill, the artist. The party started on the 12th July, 
1846, mCi the southern end of Lake Torrens. They had a camel 
with them to carry their provisions, &c., &c., and one day seeing a 
remarkable bird by the margin of a salt lagoon, Horrocks 
hastened excitedly for his gun, which he seized by the mnzzle, but 
unfortunately the hammer caught some portion of the pack and 
exploded, the contents of the barrel lodging in his chest. Thereupon 
Gill made all haste back to Pen worth am with the wounded man, 
for medical aid : it was, however, unavailing, and he died a few 
days after his return home. He was a fine genial fellow, full of 
enterprise and daring, and a general favourite with all who had 
the pleasure of his acquaintance. 

Three years after the above melancholy event, whilst in search 
of natives charged with murder in the Port Lincoln district, I 
again met Sturt at Mr. Tennant's station, engaged surveying the 
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mn, and renewed the foregoing topic. I further added that my 
impression that a good connttj existed to the north of Streaky 
Bay or thereabouts was further strengthened by the fact that the 
natives I had captured practised a peculiar rite, which Captain 
Stokes and others had made known was also common amongst the 
blacks on the northern coast. This exclusive rite is unkuown in 
any other part of New Holland, in what I venture to believe was 
formerly the eastern island — hence the affinity of the tribes, and 
the presumed existence of available country between the northern 
and southern coast in the western island. The result of the 
• interview was that, in June, 1848, Sturt started upon his first 
expedition to cross the continent under the auspices of the late 
Mr. James Chambers; that, however, and a second and third 
attempt failed, but the fourth, was successful, and to it I shall 
have occasion to refer hereafter. 

Upon the return of Mr. Burr to Adelaide with my party of 
police, he officially reported the existence of good country to the 
eastward of Flinders Eange to Captain E. 0. Frome, B..E., who, 
as Surveyor- General, subsequently explored that particular portion 
of the province. The result was communicated to the Government 
in a report dated December 14th, 1842, and published in the 
Government Gazette, in reference to which the following paragraph 
appears in the Southern Australian of January 7th, 1848: — 

"It is due to Mr. Burr to state that he was not in charge of 
any party at the time of the discovery made by him, but merely 
accompanied the police party sent with Mr. Eyre, for his personal 
gratification during a short leave of absence for the benefit of his 
health." 

It would appear by the above that Mr. Burr claimed to be the 
discoverer of the country to the east of Flinders* Biange, to which 
I maintain he had no claim, but admitting that we were jointly 
entitled to the honour, I have been unjustly overlooked, inasmuch 
as there is not a mount, range, lake, creek, or even gulley, which 
bears my name in South Australia. 

Shortly after having been superseded by Major Warburton as 
Commissioner of Police, and when reoccupying the post I formerly 
filled as Chief Inspector of Mounted Police, I made known, by 
letter to the Colonial Secretary, what I have before detailed and 
offered my services to explore the country, which communication I 
forwarded through Major Warburton, wno, however, thwarted my 
project by unfeelingly endorsing an adverse minute thereon. 

Copy of letter referred to : — 

"Adelaide, January 7th, 1854. 

" SiK, — My attention having been called to a paragraph in the 
Times of the 31 st ultimo, to the effect that tne Lords of the 
Treasury had acceded to the recommendation made by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and had granted the sum 
required for the expedition of discovery proposed by Mr. Ernest 

s 2 
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Hang to Northern Anstralia, and as I further learn that the 
gentleman purposes starting from England at the b^uming of 
November for Singapore, where the expedition is to be fimdlj 
organized in consequence of the convenience of procnring beasts 
of burden, horses, camels, &c., permit me in reference thereto to 
offer a few remarks, and to suggest the expediency of forthwith 
OT^nizing an exploring expedition to co-operate with the enter- 
prising individual referred to. I am inclined to think that \sj 
taking a north-west course from Mount Arden, an available tract 
of country will be discovered, and probably be the means of lead- 
ing the way across this extensive, and yet unknown continent to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. I would observe, that I am the more 
impressed with tne practicability of this undertaking, from a know- 
ledge which I have of the existence of a high range to the westward 
of Lake Torrens, and trending to the northward, which range was 
seen by Mr. Burr, the Deputy- Surveyor-Greneral and myself, from 
the summit of Mount Arden, in 1842. Its distance, so far as bj 
means of a telescope we were able to judge, was about 100 milea 
Subsequently I communicated this discovery to Messrs. Horrocks 
and Darke, who successively attempted to reach the range in 
question, but failed in their endeavours through unforeseen acci- 
dents. I likewise particularly mentioned the subject to Captain 
Sturt, prior to his departure upon his memorable expedition to the 
north-east. On his return he informed me that he distinctly saw 
the range I had described from the desert, from whence he retraced 
his steps, but could not proceed in that direction, in consequence of 
the intense heat and the absence of water and herbage. 

"By the discoveries of Dr. Leichardt, Captain Stokes, and others, 
it is generally known that there exist rivers of importance, 
having their outlets in the northern coast; the sources of these 
cannot therefore be far distant, and most probably are to be found 
in the quarter I allude to. On reference to the map of New Holland, 
I find that the distance from Adelaide to the north coast is not 
more than 1200 English miles ; a journey in my opinion which 
might be performed without much difficulty or danger in the 
proper season of the year. Should his Excellency concur with me 
m tne expediency of solving this important question, 1 have the 
honour to offer my services to conduct a party in doing so. I beg 
you will assure his Excellency that I feel inspired by the same 
mdomitable perseverance and self-devotion to benefit this fine and 
favoured province as I did when I undertook to establish the over- 
land escort to Victoria and for the successful fulfilment of which 
service his Excellency was pleased to acknowledge in terms highly 
gratifying and flattering to my feelings. 

" I have, &c., 

"Alex. Tolmer, 

" Inspector of Police. 

" The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 
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"P.S. — Captain Start likewise mentions in his published narra- 
tive of the expedition that he frequently saw immense numbers of 
bitterns, craues, and other aquatic birds winging their way to the 
north-west; also flights of a variety of parrots in like manner 
proceeding in that direction, the natural inference in my opinion 
IS doubly strengthened, therefore, that the first-named birds 
inhabit waters in the interior and that good country is to be found 
there.— A. T." 

After the lapse of a further period of three years (1857) the 
Government of the day decided upon having the country explored 
to the N.W. of Lake Torrens, and selected the late Mr. B. H. 
Babbage to command the expedition. 

It is a noble ambition to become a benefactor to one's country, 
and it is not a less lofty aim to seek to bring to light* one of 
nature's hidden secrets, and so to enlarge the sphere of human 
knowledge. Prompted by these feelings, and " le premier k quoi 
on a fait pense," I naturally felt the deepest interest on the sub- 
ject, and moreover as at that time I was unemployed in conse- 
quence of my appointment as Superintendent of Police having 
been abolished, I offered m^ services to Mr. Babbage as second in 
command, and furnished him with a copy of the foregoing letter; 
but he never even acknowledged the receipt of my offer and com- 
munication, of the contents of which latter I have every reason to 
believe ho had been previously informed by the Government, 
because referring to a paper read by him before the Adelaide 
Philosophical Society of his intended expedition to explore the 
country to the N.W. published in the Register of the 4th February, 
1858, he supplemented it by " a familiar statement of the reasons 
which induced him to entertain the hope of discovering a good 
tract of country somewhere in the N.W. portion of the colony ;" 
but although the Government spared no expense in fitting out the 
expedition with every requisite, it appears that instead of pushing 
on with his party when he had the advantage of rains he dwindled 
his time away in what was known as Swindon's country, in conse- 
quence of which the Government were dissatisfied with his 
inactivity, and appointed Major Warburton to supersede him in 
the command, which intimation was conveyed to him in a letter 
dated 24th September, 1858 — by the late Mr. Francis S. Dutton — 
the then Commissioner of Crown Lands. Acting upon the fore* 
going the major started upon the unpleasant and unenviable duty 
of recalling and superseding Mr. Babbage in the command and 
eventually reached the camp of the exploring party in the early 
part of November, previous to which, however, he turned to the 
N.W. to make for a distant range of hills which I maintain are 
the same I discovered in 1842, and to which I have since persistently 
called attention. Quoting from the major's report, dated Decem- 
ber 8rd, 1858, the range is thus described : — 
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" 3C»if A Odrjh'^. — Starts nortli foar miles OTcr low sand-liills 
and well-grasscd hoUow?. Obtained a good Tiev of tbe distant 
range, bearing X.W. bj X. We had seen the outline of the tops of 
these hills the daj before ; bat I now altered mj course direct to 
the most prominent part of the range. At fire miles N.W. bj N. 
I cot a large gnm creek named the Douglas, after Bloonifield 
Donglas, Esq.. B^. I here separated m>m mj companions, 
being most anxious to learn something of the natnre of this creek, 
and jet not to lose time nor cnrtail m j distance northwards I ran 
down the Douglas for sereral miles, fonnd a f&m water-holes, 
Imt no permanent snpplj. The gam-trees on this creek aie lai^f^ 
and useful; there are also manj laryire acacias on the banks. 
Having examined the «reek eastward I tnmed to the N.W. to 
make for the hills named the Davenport Bange, after the Hon. 
6. Davenp<Ht, M.L.C. I had directed mj companions to precede 
me and to camp under Mount Margaret the nighest and most 
conspicuous point in the ranee. Unfortunately, they made a 
mistake, so that when I reached the spot appomted after being 
twelve hours in the saddle and mj horse knocked up, I was 
obliged to camp alone without food or water. This prevented my 
making an j examination of the range ; but I consider it to be one 
of the most interesting and picturesque places I have seen in the 
colony. This range at its highest point is probably 1000 feet high 
and is chiefly composed of quartz. I at first thought the huge 
blocks which had fallen down from the perpendicular cliffs were 
all white marble ; but I have since had reason to believe I was 
mistaken. There may perhaps be water amongst the hills, and 
though I do not feel myself to be the most competent judge in such 
matters, I should imagine that no more likely place for gold has 
yet been found in the colony. Several gum creeks run eastward 
from the Davenport Range ; but near their sources, at least, their 
beds are shingly and sandy and do not i-etain surface water. It 
seems probable not only that water would be procurable in these 
creeks at a moderate depth, but that, like Stuart's Greek they may 
have large water-holes at their mouths. Tbe whcde of that part 
of the country is now known as Stuart's Country, lying to the 
W. and N.W. of the known portion of Lake Eyre ; more particu- 
larly to the part of it lying to the N. of the Denison or Davenport 
Range, and so called on account of Stuart having explored it" 
The portion of the S. of the range had already been traversed by 
Major Warburton when Stuart started for that part of the 
country. It is covered with low hills, in many of which, fresh 
water, sometimes hot, is found. The principal of these springs 
are the Blanche Cup, and Petamora, andWelcome Springs, the two 
latter being impregnated with soda. There are other numerous 
springs in the localitv called the Finniss, Emerald, and Strang- 
ways Springs, &c., which yield an abundance of water, and are very 
remarkable. 
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Strangways Springs is now one of the stations on the Overland 
Telegraph, from Port Augusta to Port Darwin and will doubtless 
ere many years be followed by a railway connecting Melbourne, 
Sydney, and Brisbane, which, when accomplished, will place 
Adelaide as the central and principal city in all the Austitdian 
colonies, enabling travellers leaving Sydney to reach London 
within twenty-five days. 

Upon the "return of Mr. Babbage to Adelaide he presented a 
petition to the House of Assembly, on the 7th October, 1858, 
complaining of his having been recalled and suspended 10 the 
command of the expedition, pointing out that he had already made 
some important discoveries wnich would have probably led to others 
of still greater value had he not been so superseded, and that more- 
over, he felt deeply aggrieved by the censures which had been cast 
upon him as commander of the said expedition. It appears that 
Major Warburton, not content with being the bearer of a humi- 
liating letter of recall to Mr. Babbage, but must needs address 
ofB.cial letters to the Grovernment, • dated 10th and 17th October 
respectively, animadverting in severe terms on his proceedings, 
which gave rise to severe comments by the press, and called forth 
a letter from the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands (Mr. T. 
S. Dutton), dated 11th September, requesting the major to furnish 
him with such other remarks as he might deem desirable to make 
to enable him to arrive at a proper understanding of the matter, 
and to explain more in detail as to the reasons which induced him 
to return at the time he did from the exploration which terminated 
at the Davenport Eanges. 

The major's replies to the foregoing were generally considered to 
be very lame and unsatisfactory, alleging that he did not suppose 
his reports would have been made public ! And, as to the subject 
contained in the postscript, he argued, that as Mr. Babbage's 
party suffered from scurvy, he was airaid his own might likewise 
be attacked. Hence his reasons for not continuing the exploration 
from the Davenport Eange, which, had he acted otherwise, would 
have led him across the continent, as it subsequently did Stuart. 

A committee of the House of Assembly was appointed to inquire 
into all the circumstances connected with the said expedition in 
terms of the praver of the petition, and met on the 20th December, 
1858. During the investigation. Major Warburton was catechized 
pretty severely by the members, especially by Sir William Milne, 
in which the humiliating and cruel treatment I myself ex- 
perienced at the hands of 'Qie major, after he superseded me in the 
command of the police was brought about as a comparison to the 
personal mortification Mr. Babbage had been subjected to. The 
committee, however, had no opportunity of furnishing a report in 
this case, as Parliament was suddenly prorogued by Sir Eichard 
McDonnell. On the application of Mr. Babbage, another committee 
of the House of Assembly was appointed the following session ; but 
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the same" dodge ''wa^ repeated, wliich piece of fineiBb]^ Sir BkJiiid 
had preyionalj gaccessfollj adopted in mj own caae^ of wldch 
more hereafter. 

Bevertisg to the proceedings of the expedition in seftrch of Mr. 
Dntton at Moant Arden, I started on the second daj from Depot 
Creek, with the police partj, npon onr retnm to Adelaide amr 
Mr. E^re left, keeping weQ away from the range in the plains to 
make it easy for the light cart to cross the waterooorses. In the 
bed of one of these, and being a short distance ahead of the cart to 
find a crossing, I suddenly surprised two emns, which started off 
in affright across the plain ; whereupon I put spnrs to my horse and 
dashed off in porsoit, at the same time hallooing to Mr. Burr to join 
the chase. Although the emus were going at a marrellons speed, I 
was fast gaining upon them, and in tine excitement of the moment, 
glanced back to see whether Burr was following, when, not seeing 
a number of wombat holes in front, my horse fSi headlong amongst 
them, and with his impetus, rolled oyer and over me. 1 was not 
stunned, neither did I lose my presence of mind, but advanced my 
head forward, which luckily entered one of the holes, the earta 
about which was loose and like dust For an instant the horse 
remained motionless, but suddenly sprung up, and in doing so 
struck me with his hind-feet on tne left snoulder and right side 
groin, and by his weight jammed me deeper in the wombat hole, 
and then started off madly across the plains. As the party, with 
Mr. Burr, quickly came up, they could not see for the dense cloud 
of dust, and when it partially cleared off, found me in the position 
described. I vividly remember Police-Trooper Barber, the driver 
of the cart, saying to Mr. Burr, as he was oragging me out of the 
hole by the legs, " What shall we do with the body ? " to which he 
replied, " We must lighten the cart, and convey it quickly to 
town." By this time, having partially cleared my eyes and mouth 
of the dust, I said, ^* Burr, get me a drop of brandy, the bottle is 
in the cart." Never were men more astonished; they could 
hardly believe what they had heard. After drinking a small 
quantity of the brandy, and also rubbing the' injured parts with 
some, I was removed into the cart, and then resumed the journey. 
The horse I rode on the occasion was a splendid powerful animal, 
bred in Tasmania. He had been purchased from the late Captain 
Ellis, who sold him to the police on account of bein^ unmanage- 
able. Before parting with him he broke Captain Ellis's arm, and 
afterwards bolted, and when found in the neighbourhood of Mount 
Barker, some twelve months subsequently, the saddle was under 
his belly, and consequently the girths had fearfully cut into his 
back, which took a long time to heal. The creature was so vicious 
that it was impossible to shoe him without first being thrown, and 
when bought by Government, on account of these propensities, 
he was called " The Devil," and subsequently " Pluto," and entered 
in the police stud-book in that name. Considering the viciousness 
of the brute, it is therefore a miracle I was not killed on the spot 



AND CHEQUERED CAREER. 265 

Fortunately, I had no pistols in the holsters, the rims of which 
were of iron and flattened like pancakes, otherwise my ribs must 
have been crushed in. 

Whilst travelling along the western plains, Mr. Burr ascended 
several of the highest hills and made excursions to the eastward, 
and each time reported splendid country, well grassed and 
watered. 

Upon reaching Adelaide, I was at once attended by Doctors 
Nasn and Woodforde, who pronounced the injuries not serious ; 
but nevertheless, I suffered from their effects for nearly two years 
afterwards. 



OHAPTEE XXII. 

Murder of Mr. Biddle and servants by' the Port Lincoln natives — Execa- 
tion of one of the murderers — Major 0*Halloran's Expedition to Port 
Lincoln — Captain Underwood and trust in Providence — Fights be- 
tween Native Tribes forty-two years ago. 

Following the unprovoked and deliberate murders by natives of 
Captain Hawson's youngest brother, a lad of about thirteen years 
of age, and Mr. John Brown, and his hut-keeper, in the Port 
Lincoln district, was the additional revolting butchery during the 
month of March, 1842, of Mr. Biddle, a sheep-farmer, about 
eighteen miles from Port Lincoln, a shepherd named Fastings, and 
an old woman, the wife of one Charles Stubbs, both, also, in the 
employ of Mr, Biddle. Although Stubbs himself was severely 
speared on the occasion, he (fortunately for the ends of justice) 
recovered from his wounds, and gave evidence subsequently in the 
Supreme Court, at the trial of one of the principals concerned in 
the murder, named Ngarbi, alias " Little Jemmy," which I have 
epitomized as follows : — 

On the 28th March, about one o'clock, I saw thirty-six blacks 
come up to the hut. Mr. Biddle, Fastings, and myself and wife were 
at dinner. Suddenly we heard a " cooee," whereupon we all went 
out except my wife. The prisoner was one of tne blacks. He 
said, " Charley ! " I replied, " Yes, is that you. Jemmy ? " He 
said ** Yes." I spoke to him twice. The blacks at that time were 
digging up potatoes in the field close to the hut. Prisoner was 
one of them. There were two huts, about sixty yards apart. One 
was my master's, which the blacks robbed of everything, after 
which they rushed towards our hut, so that we could not keep 
them back, and commenced throwing spears, which struck a dog* 
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They then went awajr, and returned in abont an honr. We lieard 
a cooee a second time, and again went ont, when a spear was 
thrown at Fastings, by a native who had sneaked round the hut 
He cried out, " 1 am speared." I took the spear out of his thigh. 
Mr. Biddle then went up and shot the black, and called my atten- 
tion to two other natives who were throwing spears at me. They 
were thirty yards off, and I shot them both. I then gave my 
master the gun to reload. I remained outside till I had four spears 
in me, then went into the hut and shut the door. The blacks then 
threw spears through the window, one of which struck Mr. Biddle 
on the left side. He said, " Oh, Charles ! I am a dead man." I 
pulled it out, and as I did so, he fell on his face and never spoke 
after. One of the natives fetched a prong and stabbed it into 
Fastings, who wa«» on the ground. The natives then rushed into 
the hut, and drew out the bedstead underneath which my wife had 
crept, and seized a pair of shears that were hanging there, and 
stabbed her with them. I could not see for blood, but heard my 
wife cry out, " Oh, Jemmy ! " and heard something run into her. I 
know it was a pair of shears, because I afterwards saw the wounds. 
The shears were open. They then opened my wife's boxes, and 
took her clothes away, and left, first setting fire to the brush fence, 
and making a noise for some minutes. The prisoner was foremost 
when the natives came a second time. 

Edward McAllister, farmer, late policeman of Port Lincoln, 
deposed that on the 2t)th March, he went to Mr. Biddle's place 
with a car to bring in the bodies. Mr. Biddle's house was 
torn to pieces. At the men's hut, he found Mr. Biddle, Fastings, 
and JSIrs. Stubbs, dead. She was lying with her head on Fastings* 
stomach. Her head appeared cut with an axe, and part of her 
hair torn off at different parts. Put the bodies into the car, and 
sent them to town. Saw !Mrs. Stubbs' body examined at the 
inquest, and saw the wounds. There were more than three or 
foar in the side, apparently made by a sharp instrument like 
shears. The bodies smelt badly. Saw Stubbs at White's station, 
eight or nine miles off, the same night. He was very bad — had 
his face covered with cloth. Saw the fence had been fired near 
the hut. 

The jury, without retirinsr, returned a verdict of guilty, and 
sentence of death was passed upon the culprit, who subsequently 
suffered the extreme penalty of the law on a drop erected in front 
of the entrance to the gaol on the 1st August, 1843. The ground 
was kept by a party of the mounted police under my command. 
In consequence of the inclemency of the weather, the attendance 
of spectators was not so numerous as was usual at such, exhibi- 
tions. The unfortunate man showed the same outward apathy as 
those of his race executed on a prior occasion. Ngarbi imagined 
the process of hanging would transform him to a white 
man, which, doubtless, was the reason of his apparent absence 
of fear or emotion. The Pythagorean doctrine of transmigra- 
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tion of BOnls is much Qiore universal than is generally sup- 
posed. 

In consequence of these repeated atrocities his Excellency 
Captain Grey despatched a detachment of the 96th S/Cgiment, 
nnder the command of Lieutenant Hugonin, to endeavour to 
capture the natives concerned in the above murders. Their 
attempts, however, proved fruitless, which, of course, was antici- 
pated, and the idea ridiculed, because of the utter impossibility 
for foot soldiers, encumbered with heavy muskets and cartouch- 
boxes, &c., to outstrip and catch such nimble savages as the 
natives in that district were in those days, irrespective of the dense, 
scrubby nature of the country they had to contend with. Con- 
sequently, before the detachment was recalled to Adelaide, instruc- 
tions were issued to Major 0*Halloran to proceed thither, and 
with the party of mounted police already at Port Lincoln, to 
accomplish what the soldiers had failed in, the major's instruc- 
tions being to " treat the blacks if armed, and likely to resist, as 
he would any hostile party who were resisting the law, and that 
he should be fully justified in becoming the aggressor in such a 
case ; or, if he thought the life of a single individual of his party- 
was threatened or endangered, he must act with vigour until 
all resistance ceased." 

Major O'Halloran and myself embarked on the 7th November, 
1842. We also took our horses and six weeks* provisions with us. 
I was at the time still suffering severely from the effects of the 
fall from my horse near Mount Arden, but I concealed the fact 
from the major, in the hopes of having' a brush with the blacks 
and some exciting fun. The result of the expedition, however, 
was very unsatisfactory, as not one of the natives concerned in 
the murder of Mr. Biddle and his servants were seen, although 
we traversed a great extent of country, and had long and harassing 
rides through dense mallee scrub after them. Seeing the useless- 
ness of continuing the search, and finding myself getting much 
worse from the exertion of riding, I imparted to the major the 
excruciating pain I was suffering, and begged permission to with- 
draw from the party, and return to Adelaide for medical advice, 
which he at once granted, expressing his deep regret that he had 
not been made aware of my condition before we left Adelaide. 
The following extracts of the expedition are from the major's 
diary, published in Mr. Bull's " Early B^collections," 4?c. : — 

** November 7th, 1842. — Embarked at Port Adelaide with In- 
spector Tolmer in the Alpha cutter for Port Lincoln, and reached 
our destination on the lOth. I found, to my great regret, that Mr. 
Driver, the Resident, had taken the police party into the country 
in search of the blacks who ha4 been guilty of the late murders. I 
was making arrangements for immediately following, when the 
return of Mr. Driver prevented my doing so. He nad left the 
party on their return; they had been absent one week. They 
yesterday fell in by accident with twenty -one natives, all of whom 
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escaped except two, who were in cliarge of the poHce on ilieir ws^ 
in a8 pri^jners. Both of these fellows ha^e heen identified as being 
concerned in the late mnrders. I decide to proceed witii the pc^iee 
in search of the other actoal nrarderers, who hekmg to the Mifiland 
or Battara tribe, amonc^ whom the missionarj protector sajs 
there are not more than thirty fighting-men. Port Lincoln appears 
at present a deserted place ; more than half the houses hare been 
abandoned, and the remainder ha^e been barricaded to protect the 
occnpantd against the attacks of the natives. I believe thej have 
no more reason to fear an attack than the inhabitants of Addaide 
have. The timid conduct of the settlers in leaving their statioiis, 
with a few honourable exceptions, has emboldened the natives. 
We mnst teach them to respect ns ; and g^ve them high noftions of 
our power and speed. The party consists of Inspector Tolmer and 
five constaVjles, Mr. Driver, the Besident, Mr. Schurman, the bus- 
sionary protector, and Messrs. Hawson and McAllister, who 
accompany me as volunteers. I notified to the party the orders I 
had received from his Excellency as to onr conduct towards the 
aborigines. Before I started I had a long conversation with the 
protector, who exhibited great reluctance to accompany the party, 
when he became acquainted with the strict orders under which we were 
held to act. He at length consented to join the party ; neverthe- 
less, if he had declined, I should have used mj powers and com- 
pelled him to proceed as interpreter. His origmal residence was at 
Happy- Valley, where he had cultivated a small patch of ground, and 
had a promising crop of wheat growing, but in fear of the natives, 
he had taken up his residence in the township. A protector is of no 
use if he is afraid to live and mix amongst the natives to whom he 
has >>een sent. To place himself between the settlers and abor^- 
nals, and to mediate and reconcile di£ferences, and by his politic 
training to lead those among whom he should be able at all times 
to mix to exercise pacific habits — such a man so placed would 
do more to keep up peaceful relations between the white and 
coloured races than sections of military or poUce forces. 

'' The men of the 06th Begiment mive nothii^ earthly to do; 
such quarters are enough to ruin them, and to induce and set up 
habits quite foreign to all those that ought to distinguish a British 
soldier. They should V>e relieved every three months. I pity the 
po^jr fellows greatly who are ordered here. 

" I started from the township with the above-mentioned parfv, 
on the 14th of November, twelve in number, to the countrv nortn- 
west of the township, with one of the prisoners, named Moullier, 
who was caught ana brought in by Mr. Driver's party. He pro- 
mised to lea/1 us to the waters where the tribe would be likely to 
be found. He was placed on the back of a pony, and made fast by 
a chain, looped round the neck of the animal he rode. A friendly 
black namea Utulla, who had been depended on to guide the party, 
was missing. The first day Fillaworta water was made — ^thirty 
miles. Here two police were left, with stores in charge. The next 
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day tlie several men of the detachment were supplied with three 
days' provisions, and guided by the prisoner made a start. To- 
wards evening, I came upon a place where the natives had been 
recently encamped, and where a patch of grass had been fired a few 
hours before. The prisoner said they had gone north. 

" Here I had the misfortune to drop my watch on a rock, — ^the 
only watch in the party. This day we were nine hours on horse- 
back; the sun powertully hot, flies most tormenting; distance 
travelled twenty-eight or tnirty miles. Next day had much thunder 
and lightning. After riding sharp a few miles, came in sight of 
and gave chase to a number of natives. On coming up with them 
found our missing friend Utulla, who ought to have been with us. 
Intimated to these friendly blacks that we sought the murderers 
only, and desired to be at peace with all other black fellows. These 
blacks took us to a water-hole, where we refreshed men and cattle. 
They told us the part of the tribe with whom were four of the 
murderers (whose names they gave, and which corresponded with 
some of the men who were on the list we had) were ahead of us. 
So ordered an advance at speed. We had abeady travelled miles 
enough to fatigue our horses, and made out we would have to 
travel twenty-five miles before we could reach the next water. Mr. 
Tolmer was suffering from the effects of a fall he had experienced 
on his late expedition to Mount Arden in the far north, but I could 
not allow him to return back alone. We were now about sixty-five 
miles from the township. At one p.m. the party mounted and 
continued chiefly through scrub, and sometimes on the beach of the 
gulf. To our great joy we came upon a rock water-hole filled with 
recent rain, and carefully covered up with fresh cut green boughs, 
proving the natives were not far ahead. Saw this day many 
kangaroos and emus. After refreshing at this water, came on at a 
sharp pace, and at about four o'clock saw about a mile in advance 
of us a mob of retreating blacks, to whom we gave chase, over a 
terribly rough and scrubby country, but only caught one man. In 
the last gallop through high scrub, three of the party lost their 
swords, dragged out of their scabbards in tearing through high and 
strong bushes. We found the man we had taken was not one of 
the offenders, and so he was allowed to follow his friends, with the 
assurance we gave before to the others. He informed us we had 
passed two of the men we wanted, who had secreted themselves in 
a thick part of the scrub. We returned to the chance water, after 
being in the saddle over ten hours. 

" Thursday, 17th Nov&inher, — Returned to the dep6t, a distance 
of from forty to forty-eight miles by the shortest course we could 
take. Our native guide or prisoner, poor wretch, must have been 
greatly astonished at his rapid ride, frequently tumbling out of the 
saddle. His nag was led by a trooper latterly ; ho neld on, one 
hand grasping the pommel and the other the crupper. Memo. — I 
must not forget to represent to the governor and judge how faith- 
fully he has acted as a guide, while Utulla had been unable to act, 



270 REMINISCENCES OF AN AD VENTURO US 

as he was tinder the process of being made a man and a warrior by 
his tribe. 

** Friday, 18M. — Mr. Tolmer left the party for Port Lincoln, to 
obtain medical advice and to embark tor Adelaide, having with 
him a despatch to the Secretary, Mr. Mundy." 

I was accompanied part of the way on my retnm journey to 
Port Lincoln by the late Mr. Edward McAllister, who formerly 
was a sergeant of police in that district, and in after-years rose to 
the dignity of M.L.C. He was a worthy, honourable man, and 
ever one of my staunchest friends, as proved by his independent 
speeches in his place in the House. 

Fortunately upon reaching the township, I found a small craft, 
called the Govenuyr Oawler (Captain Underwood), about to sail for 
Adelaide, and took a passage m her. The wind on leaving was 
very light and dropped to a perfect calm amongst the rocky islets 
outside Boston Bay ; and I landed with the captain on one of them 
to kill time. On returning on board a light breeze again sprung 
up, but once more failed us towards night, when I turned in. 
About the middle of the night or early towards morning I woke, 
and was made sensible that the little vessel had canted, and was 
apparently dashing swiftly through the water, whereupon I got uj) 
to have a look about, when, to my astonishment, I saw the helm 
was made fast and no one on deck; right ahead of us, distant 
about throe miles, was the Althorpe Island, upon which we must 
inevitably have been dashed, had 1 not providentially discovered 
the imminent danger we were in. I then lustily called out to the 
crew (which by the way consisted only of the master and a French 
sailor) to turn out, which they did quite leisurely, whereupon I 
soundly rated the captain with carelessness and endangering life, 
to which rebuke, he coolly replied, " Oh, she knows the way 
herself, and 1 always trust m Providence." 

The worthy captain, I am glad to record, is at present in affluent 
circumstances, living on the South Eoad, and enjoying excellent 
health. We frequently meet and have a pleasant chat about 
" Auld Lang Syne." As I proceed with these reminiscences, I shall 
have again to revert to Captain Underwood, in respect to an event 
in which he was concerned. 

On arrival in town I lost no time in placing myself under the 
medical treatment of the late Dr. Woodford, who, notwithstanding 
his great ability and unremitting attention, failed to afford me 
relief— indeed, 1 was reduced in flesh to such a degree, that one 
day upon meeting his Excellency Captain Grey on North 
Terrace, after shaking hands with me, he expressed a decided 
opinion that I was in a rapid consumption, and suggested that 
three months' leave of absence might benefit my health. I thanked 
his Excellency for his kindness, but declined to apply for leave, 
whereupon he said, " Well, if you will not have leave, I will send 
you to Encounter Bay for three months, and whilst the change 
will do you good, you can be useful by preventing. the frequent 
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sanguinary fights wHcli take place between the native tribes in 
that locality, and when such occur, you will collect all their spears, 
shields, and other implements of wg<r, and bum them." 

A few days after the above interview, I accordingly removed to 
the bay» accompanied by my wife and youngest child, leaving my 
sister-in-law and the eldest boy at the barracks ; performing the 
journey in a small low four-wheeled phaeton, which I had purchased 
from a Mrs. August, and on reaching our destination, took up our 
residence at Grovemment House, a neatly built thrpe-roomed brick 
cottage, situate at the point where two other cottages were also 
erected; one being occupied by the police and the other by the 
Rev. Mr. Meyer (a German missionary) and his family. 

Whilst takmg a drive along the beach towards the Nob with my 
family, one fine afternoon, I met the late Dr. Wark, who stopped 
and shook hands with me, but suddenly dropped my hand, saying, — 

" Why, you're in a consumption." 

"Nonsense, doctor," I replied, "I am only suffering from an 
injury caused by my horse rolling over me up in the north." 

He, however, shook his head, and persisted he was right, and 
that he would call in the morning and sound my chest. He did so 
accordingly, and after feeling my pulse, watch in hand, and looking 
very grave and learned, he next applied the stethoscope to the 
breast-bone some minutes, then said, — 

" I knew I was right, one of your lungs is gone. I'll send you 
some medicine." 

And from that day to when I returned to Adelaide, he continued 
to pay me regular professional visits, and the while I swallowed half 
the contents of his surgery. The most palatable of these medicines, 
which he strongly recommended, was some choice port wine^ for 
which he charged me four guineas a dozen ; notwithstanding which 
I was not a whit better in health when I left at the end of three 
months, but alas ! the poorer in pocket by 20Z. During my sojourn 
at the bay, I was one morning informed that the Murray and 
Encounter Bay tribes were mustering near the Nob for a fight. I 
at once ordered the two police troopers to saddle their horses and 
also my own, and the while watched the movements of the blacks 
by means of a telescope. The two tribes were squatted opposite 
each other on the slopes of two small hills, having a piece of level 
ground between, which, I presumed, was to be the battle-field. On 
such occasions it was their wont to hurl insulting epithets at each 
other and excite themselves, and then, having got up steam, the fray 
would commence. This custom was evidently going on, by the 
discordant noises and yells which reached our ears. Upon again 
taking up the glass, I saw both tribes rush from their positions to- 
wards each other and throw a volley of spears and waddies. I 
then mounted and dashed off, followed by the troopers, whom I 
had previously instructed to round up both tribes, like a mob of 
cattle, and order them to lay down their weapons, which were to 
be destroyed and burnt in accordance with his Excellency's in- 
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BtmctioDB. The distance was not more than a mile from wlleie m 
Btarted, and as we went at racing speed we reached the contending 
parties in a few minutes, and rode ri^ht between them with drawn 
swords, calling npon them to desist; this, however, thej dis- 
regarded, and showers of spears and waddies flew each way, but 
fortunately without hitting either of us or our horses. We then 
commenced the manceuvre of circling round them and quicldy got 
both tribes into a mob. I then oidered them to lay down their 
implements of war and go to their wurlies, which they reluctantly 
did, The troopers then dismounted and collected all the spears, 
waddies, and shields into a heap, and after gathering some diy 
grass, made a bonfire of them, while I held the horses. 

Whilst this was going on I noticed six or seven young men on 
their way to their nuts, each dragging through the grass several 
spears between their toes. I watched where they went, however, 
intending to search their wurlies after the burning business was 
over. I then dismounted and ordered Police-Trooper Shaw to 
accompany me to the wurley I had kept an eye upon. In front of 
the entrance were seated the natives I had previously observed, and 
in their midst was an aged black, powerfully made, of immense 
stature, and with a flowing white beard. As I approached, leading 
my horse by the bridle, he sprung up with the agility of a young 
man, and stamping the ground furiously with his nght foot within 
a yard of me, said, "What for you come? This my country." 
At the same time saying somethmg to the younger natives, who 
also jumped up and began jabbering excitedly. 

During the acting of this little scene, I was carelessly standing 
beside my horse, leaning my elbow on the saddle, when perceiving 
that they meant mischief, I dealt the old man a blow with my fist 
and felled him to the ground ; instantly all the blacks cowed aown, 
and not another murmur escaped their lips. I said not a word, 
but resumed my former position, and then quietly ordered Shaw to 
search the wurley inside and out, and bring out the spears, which 
ho did, and broke in pieces in front of them; after which, I 
explained to them that the action we had taken in destroying all 
their spears, &c., was by order of the big Governor, because iJiey 
were fighting with these offensive weapons, resulting in killing and 
woundmg one another, which was against the law; and that if 
white men were found fighting in like manner they would be taken 
to gaol. They were to remember, therefore, and let all the tribes 
know, that each time they fought, so would the police destroy and 
bum all their war implements. 

The action taken in this matter, of very properly putting a stop 
to these sanguinary encounters, prompted the late Rev. Mr. New- 
land to write a cutting letter, published in the Register, protesting 
against the legality of the procedure, and alleging that the 
real object was the collection of native implements of war as curi- 
osities for his Excellency the Governor^ which was a false and most 
unwarrantable accusation. 
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On a similar occasion to the foregoing, when I interposed and 
bnrnt the weapons, a most ludicrous adventure happened to me. I 
was returning from Port Adelaide in Charley Tanner's cart, and 
just before crossing the old wooden bridge at Hindmarsh, I saw 
along the river bank a large tribe of blacks advancing with their 
spears and shields, &c. Some were highly rouged with red ochre, 
while others had white stripes across the ribs and face, and this made 
them look hideous. Evidently they were bent upon fighting, as 
there was another tribe squatted on the side of North Adelaide hill, 
awaiting their approach. 

By the time we had reached where the slaughter-house is erected, 
we heard shouts and yells from the natives on the hill, who sprung 
and rushed towards their advancing foes and commenced throwing 
spears, &c. I then told Tanner to pull up and let me get down as 
it was my duty to prevent the fight if possible, and at the same time 
requested him to go to the barracks with all speed, and say I 
wanted the assistance of three or four men, and to bring my horse 
and sword with them. 

I then crossed the river, which was not then ankle deep, and 
ran as fast as I could towards the belligerents, and stopped between 
the two opposing parties. I then held up both hands and called 
upon them to leave off; thej, however, took not the slightest heed, 
but continued throwing missiles, some taking effect, as I saw one 
native on the ground "kors de combat 

My position was a most perilous one, and although I did not 
believe any of the blacks would wilfully injure me, still amongst 
the shower of spears which were flying above and around me, a 
chance one might probably have transfixed me. Whilst revolving 
these thoughts in my mind, I felt myself suddenly seized by both 
arms from behind by two powerfm blacks, who then pushed me 
helplessly forward towards the tribe on the hill, followed quickly by 
their own party, who thus, by this ruse de guerre, became masters 
of the position. 

All the time my captors were driving me onwards they repeatedly 
said, " No hurt em, Mutter Tolmer," and on reaching the top of the 
hill, they placed me behind a cottage out of harm's way. By this 
time the fight had lasted about half an hour, when my men 
arrived, and having mounted and buckled on my sword, we 
repeated the " rounding up,** &o., as before described. 

In the foregoing encounter one of the Murray natives was killed 
and several wounded. On such occasions when different tribes met 
in mortal combat, their ceremony of disposing of the dead was both 
strange and disgusting. A fire was made at each side, one at the 
head and another at the feet, and kept up till the cuticle was loose 
from putridity. The relations then set up a hideous howl and 
darted on the body, and in an instant the cuticle was pealed off, 
leaving the body quite white. The corpse was then rolled over, and 
with tne discharge of gas it was considered that the wrath of the 
deceased had expended itself. All the inlets and outlets of the 
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body were sewn tip, the threailB being ptilled throngli br ilie teeUi, 
and the operators dared not spit, howerer diftgnsted they js^jtA 
fee], lent it should be connidered a token of disrespect to the d^id. 
The IxxJy wps then rolled np in old rags, pieces of finbiog-iieti or 
anything elf<e they conld procure, and put to jdrr on a f^abCom 
constructed with stakes and rails at an elevation of aboot six ioA 
from the gronnd. During the process, the most hideous bowliBg 
was made by the assembled tribe. 



CHAPTER XXni. 

A Becipe for Consompiicm — ^Tbe Hral wluden — A eritjcsd podiioii — Epi- 
lodet in the early dayi of the Colony — Refignstaoo of Ha^ 
O'Uallomn — ^A tbreaiened duel [/rerented — Adeliidemndiii Uie enficr 
days. 

Not long after my return to Adelaide from Encounter Bay, I 
walked down one evening to the theatre in Gilles Arcade, part d 
which was licensed as a public'house and kept by the late Emamiel 
8<^lomon, and strolled into the billiard-room. A game of pool was 
being playe^l, and amongst the players was the late Dr. John Knot, 
who, on coming round to where I was sitting, shook hands with mev 
and exclaimed, — 

** Wh V, what's the matter with vou P You're in a consnmptioiL.'* 

I could not help laughing at tnese repeated exclamations, and 
told him the same as I had done Dr. Wark. He then said^ — 

" Come up to my house to-morrow morning at nine o'clock, and 
ni sound your chest." 

" No thank you. Knot," I replied, ^ I have had enonghof doctms* 
bills." 

Whereupon he assured me he would not charge me a sixpence; 
addling that he only wanted to ascertain whether there was any- 
thing wrong with my lungs. 

" Well then," I said, " m that case 111 call." 

Next morning, punctual to the hour appointed, I was at his 
house at the top ot Hindley Street. EEe then bid me strip and lay 
down on a sofa, and after applying the stethoscope to mj chest and 
back said, — 

" Tour lungs are as sound as a belL All yon require is botOed 
porter ; procure a cask of the very best and[ take a glass or two 
daOy ! " which I did accordingly, and soon recovered raj nsoal 
strength and state of health, and ever since have adhered to his 
recipe, when I conld afford it. 

In consequence of a letter received from the sergeant of police 
p at Encounter Bay, that a disturbance had ooeoixed between 
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tlie rival whalers, I was despatched thither by Major O'HaUoran to 
inquire into the circumstances of the case, and had an interview 
with one Captain Lindsay, of the barque WW^atn the FovHhy who 
lodged a complaint of violent assault committed upon him by one 
Isaac Clark, a whaler in the employ of Captain J. Hart, on the 
11th July, 1842. It appeared from the statement of Captain 
Lindsay, that several boats were in chase of some whales at 
Encounter Bay, Clark being in a boat belonging to Captain Hart, 
which was then on the larboard side of his boat. Clark was 
forward in the boat pulling the starboard oar, thev had been ahead 
and Captain Lindsay was overtaking them, when Clark's boat 
closed in upon him so as to prevent him getting ahead; his 
(Lindsay's) boat was at that time getting on towards one of the 
whales, when Clark threw a harpoon into nis boat and also struck, 
one of his men with an oar, whereby he lost his chance of killing a 
whale. 

The case being considered of a serious nature, it was referred to 
Adelaide, and tried in the Magistrate's Court on the 18th July. 
The case, however, was dismissed, the bench considering that m 
the excitement of whaling the probability was that the occurrence 
was caused by a misdirection of the harpoon. The defendant, 
however, on a second charge of striking Captain Lindsay's heads- 
man with an oar, was fmed. lOs. and costs. 

After a lapse of twenty-six years, and shortly following the 
death of Mr. Edward L«ak — the owner of the splendid estate of 
Glencoe — a wealthy gentleman from Tasmania leased the estate 
for a term of years from Mr. Arthur Leak, the sole executor, the 
stock being taken at a valuation. At this time I was connected 
with the Survey Department, as Inspecting Crown Lands Ranger, 
and received instructions on the 25th February, 1868, from Mr. 
Goyder, the Surveyor-General, to inspect the cattle on the run, 
which were reported to be affected with pleuro-pneumonia, and in 
compliance therewith was present at the muster and delivery of 
the cattle, &c., but did not detect any symptoms of the disease. 

While at dinner on the first day of my arrival, the lessee, whose 
name was Lindsaj, casually remarked that many years ago he 
was whaling in his own vessel at Encounter Bay, and had fair 
Inck, considering the great opposition which he experienced from 
Captain Hart's men ; whereupon I said, " Can it be possible that 
you are the same individual who lodged a complaint to the police 
at Encounter Bay against one of Captain Hart's men, for wilfully 
throwing a harpoon into his boat P " " Yes," replied he, " it was 
I who preferred the complaint." "Well then, captain, in me you 
see the ex-police officer to whom you made the complaint, and 
gave the fellow in charge." 

The worthy captain is no more, he died a few y^ears ago much 
respected by all who knew him. He was especially the bosom 
friend of that worthy and greatly esteemed colonist. Captain 
Eiobert Gurdiner, of Mount Schaxdc station ; they were boys and 
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brought tip together to a seafaring life and each founded a fortune 
in the whale fishery. 

Captain Lindsay's three sons succeed him as lessees of the Glencoe 
estate, noted for the superior breed of cattle and sheep, which are 
reared on the property, and for which they pay a rent of 4000L 
per annum. 

The original proprietor of this valuable property was Mr. Bobert 
Leak, who once represented the Murray district in Parliament 
When he first took up the run, he was much annoyed by the natives, 
who were constantly attempting to spear his shepherds and steal- 
ing his sheep. The head station was then at Lake LeaJc, a bcsautifnl 
sheet of water, which is on the summit of a high peak, forming 
one of a cluster of volcanic hills. 

In those troublesome times I was frequently scouring the country 
with a party of police to arrest the aggressors, and on one special 
occasion stopped the night at the slab hut occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Leak. The situation was on the margin of the lake, which I 
thought the most beautiful in the colony. After breakfast next 
morning Mr. Leak proposed that I should drive hitn to Glencoe, 
which was then an out-station, where the overseer (Mr. Intyre) 
resided, and select for him a suitable site for the head station. I 
said, as he was good enough to entrust me with such an important 
matter, I would unhesitatingly recommend Lake Leak, wnere he 
was then residing on account of its beauty, extensive view, and 
possessing every requisite for such an extensive establishment as 
ne proposed to erect. He admitted what I said, but nevertheless 
objected to the situation as being too bleak for a residence. The 
result was we went to Glencoe, and I selected entirely to his 
satisfaction the slight elevation where the present buildings are 
now erected. The original plan, however, on account of his death 
was never carried out ; only the servants' offices on one side of the 
square, and stables, coach-house, and harness-room on the other 
being built. The mansion was to have formed the third side front- 
ing the east. 

Doubtless many old colonists will remember poor Leak's eccen- 
tricities. I have since frequently sat down at his hospitable board 
to a sumptuous dinner, consistm^ of the choicest joints of beef 
and mutktn, &c., in respect of which he would invariably remark, 
"There's no nourishment in it," adding that "necessarily he 
would have to go home, where only beef and mutton could be fed, 
and afford proper nourishment." Judging by his portly appear- 
ance, however, he nevertheless throve well upon his disparaged fed 
stock, as he weighed sixteen or seventeen stone ! 

It is a proverbial saying that " cats have nine lives," but during 
my career through life I have had a hundred. I will relate one 
out of these many escapes from death which doubtless will be 
remembered bv the sons of the late worthy and much esteemed 
Con^egational minister, the Bev. T. G. Stow. I had been taking 
a drive one afternoon with my wife and two children in a low four- 
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wheeled phaeton, and on returning from Kensington, and when 
opposite JPahn House, the residence of the late Hon. W. Peacock, 
M.L.C., where in those days the road was steep, and in the centre 
stood a large gum-tree. I had just passed this tree, when my 
horse's breeching gave way, wheriaponthe affrighted animal no 
sooner felt the vehicle about his heels, than he bolted and began 
kicking f ariousl^ the whUe, and in his mad career, dashed past the 
Rev. Mr. Stow in a light spring cart with two or three of his sons. 

At the time I speak of there was only a narrow bridge across 
the creek which then flowed through Bailey's garden, and as the 
creek was open on each side of the bridge, any vehicle missing the 
bridge must inevitably be dashed to pieces, and its occupants 
killed. As these thoughts flashed across my mind I at once seized 
my eldest boy, then about two years and a half old, by the arm, and 
after holding him an instant clear of the wheels and as near the 
ground as I could, dropped him suddenly, assured that the reverend 
gentleman would pick him up, which he did. T knew the boy was 
unhurt by his cry, and instantly turned to seize and drop the baby 
in the same way, but before I could do so the maddened horse 
again kicked out furiously, and knocked off the splash-board, which 
in its flight struck me on the side of the head, and out of the carriage 
on to my back, in which attitude I was furiously dragged along 
the road by the side of the revolving wheels. I still held on to 
the reins, however, in the hope that my weight would pull up the 
horse. Whilst in this critical position, my wife with the baby in 
her arms jumped out of the phaeton, seeing which I immediately 
let go the reins and ran to her assistance, and found that with the 
exception of a sprained ankle, she was not seriously injured, and 
as to the child it did not even wake out of its sleep. Mr. Stow 
and his sons then kindly got my wife into their cart, and drove her 
and the children to the barracks. 

After letting the horse go he went straight over the bridge, 
but just at the other end a bullock dray was standing, against 
which he came with such force that he was stunned, and then 
stood still, all the running away beiug taken out of him. He was 
bleeding copiously from the muzzle, some of the bones about which, 
on examination, were found to be fractured. He, however, soon 
recovered from the injury. With the exception of the splash- 
board no other damage was done to the phaeton. 

The country lying between Mount Barker and Encounter Bay 
in the earlier days of the colony was exceedingly scrubby, and 
great scarcity of water prevailed during the summer months, any 
unfortunate wayfarer therefore starting from the former to reach 
the latter, especially travelling on foot, was sure to encounter 
difficulties he little expected, as that part was totally uninhabited, 
and no one in distress could obtain relief within many miles. One 
day, in the very heat of summer, without a breath of air, and a 
scorching sun above head, a poor young fellow was trudging along 
carrying his swag, and stopping occasionally to rest, being appa- 
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T«utlY exhausted with fatigue and want of water. He was about 
W w»ume his journey wheu I, by mere chance, fell in with him 
iii t)xfd thick scrub. He at once explained his condition, and begged 
of me to procure him some water, without which he felt sure he 
would pensh. I immediately consented, and started off with the 
young man's empty bottle; but returned, however, to impress 
upon liim that he must not, on any consideration, quit the spot 
wnere he then was, as otherwise I might not be able to find him 
when I returned with the water, with which he feithf ully promised 
compliance. 

Having frequently crossed and recrossed that particular part 
of the country in pursuit of cattle-stealers and others, I was 
perfectly well acquainted with the locality, and after taking^ a 
careful observation of the spot, I left the sufferer, and dashed 
off in the direction of a fine npring of fresh water, afterwards well 
knowD as the " Square water-hole." Having watered my horse, 
and taken a good drink of the delicious cool liquid myself, I care- 
fully secured the bottle of water in my holster, and lost no time 
in taking back relief to the distressed bushman. The poor fellow 
could not sufficiently express his thanks, averring that my promp- 
titude had saved his life, which he never would forget. During 
my brief stay and the conversation I had with him, I was satisfied 
he was an intelligent and well educated person, but had no time 
to inquire into his antecedents, and after directing the course he 
was to take we parted. 

Many long years have glided by since the above episode 
occurred, and the circumstance was almost forgotten, when one 
day a strange gentleman accosted me at the Prince Alfred Hotel, 
where I was stopping about three years ago, and reminded me 
of the incident, and explained that he was the individual whom 
I had succoured; that gentleman being no other than Mr. 
Worsnop, the worthy and much respected town clerk of this 
city. 

I have very cogent reasons also for remembering the neighbour- 
hood of the square water-hole, because one day, about the time 
of the incident above related, I was proceeding to Encounter Bay, 
from the direction of the Finness with an orderly, and upon 
descending the scrubby range before crossing the flat, in which 
the water-hole is situated, I dismounted, and directed my orderly 
to do so likewise, as I had some suspicion the place was not 
altogether trustworthy to ride over, although it looked green and 
luxuriant. I then proceeded, leading my horse, but had not 
advanced more than fifty yards, however, when I suddenly felt a 
strong pull from behind, which jerked the reins out of my hand, 
and quickly turning round I saw that my horse had broken 
through the treacherous crust, and nothing was to be seen of him 
ijjcoopt his head and shoulders. I at once endeavoured, and partly 
iucoeedft'^ *» him round towards the harder ground, in the 

\i^\\\^ out again; but it was of no use, because 
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the more the poor creature plunged the more he sank in the quag- 
mire, and by this time the thick stuff was so deep round the horse 
that it was with the greatest difficulty I managed to unbuckle the 
girths and get the saddle off. My orderly's horse also had a 
narrow escape, but succeeded in getting back again after struggling 
awhile. My next expedient was to place heavy scrub logs under 
the animal s forelegs, so as to afford a support for his weight, 
and assist him in his efforts to reach the firmer ground, and 
for this purpose we brought down from the range the timber re- 
quired, but after working laboriously for nine nours I found it 
was a hopeless case, and as no help could be obtained nearer than 
Willunga, I directed the police trooper to shoot the poor creature 
to put him out of his misery, because I confess I had neither the 
courage nor the heart to perform or witness the sacrifice myself, 
and strolled over the hill out of sight. 

Strange it is, that accustomed as I had been to scenes of 
blood and carnage during the war in Portugal, I have always 
had the greatest aversion to kill a dumb animal. The orderly 
and I then made the best of our way to EDcounter Bay on 
foot, his horse being utilized as a pack to carry the extra saddle, 
Ac. 

Por years after the above incident, and I believe to this day, 
the spot was called " The policeman's dead horse swamp." 
if On the third occasion I again met with an exciting adventure 
at the same place, which might have proved of a serious nature. 
About the period referred to above I happened to have informed 
the late well-known brewer in the city (Mr. Clarke) tha.t I 
purposed visiting the police stationed at Willunga, the Goolwa, 
and Encounter Bay, and pay them their salaries. Whereupon he 
expressed an anxious desire to accompany me, offering his gig 
and harness if I would furnish a horse for the journey. 

I consented to the arrangement, as we had in custody a well- 
bred, strong horse, which was taken from an escaped convict, 
and was supposed to have been stolen from New South Wales. 
The animal was perfectly quiet in saddle and harness, and was 
constantly used at headquarters for odd jobs. 

The day having been fixed upon we made our departure, and 
in due time reached Encounter Bay. The following day after 
our arrival Clarke expressed a wish to visit James Boucher aud 
his brother John, who had a farm somewhere on the Hindmarsh 
River, which he did accordingly, agreeing to meet me again at 
Willunga on our return to Adelaide, and thus we parted. In 
consequence of the absence of several of the police at their re- 
spective stations engaged patrolling the country, I had a number 
of one-pound notes wrapped up in a small parcel which I was 
taking oack to town, and placed for safety under one of the 
gig cushions. Upon reaching the square water-hole, and when' 
alx)ut to water the horse, a man suddenly sprung from behind 
a scrubby bush, and ran towards me, seeing which I seized and 



28o REMINISCENCES OF AN ADVENTUROUS 

cocked a double-barrel pistol with which I was armed* and at 
ODoe covered him, angler the firm belief that he was a bnahiangerf 
and intended to rob me. I no sooner ordered him to stand, 1^- 
erer, than he burst into a hearty laagh, in which I immediatdj 
joined, npon recognizing my qaondam fellow-passenger in tlie 
^rankanifwore^ the late Dr. renny. I was so delighted at this 
rencontre, and with the thought of having the opportunity of 
giving him a ride to Willunga, whither he was going, that I at 
once alighted, took oat a nose-ba^ to give the horse a ^ied of oats, 
and thoughtlessly removed the wmkers. Whereupon the frightened 
animal made one bound, and started off at a furious pace. As he 
did BO I seized the shaft of the gig with my riffht hand* and 
thereby had my back against the shaft, and left hip jammed 
against the ixon step, in this way I held on, the horse the while 
continuing his mad career, and kicking violently. I saw at once 
that there was no means of extricating myself from my perilous 

r>Bition, except by throwing myself forward. To do so, nowever, 
knew the wheel of the gig must inevitably pass over some part 
of my person, but as there was no alternative I selected the most 
advantageous spot, and where the sand was deepest on the track. 
I made a spring, in falling the wheel struck my right ankle, 
and almost severed the boot-top from the foot. I quickly re- 
gained my feet, however, and ran after the flying horse and trap 
as fast as the pain to my ankle allowed me, but to no purpose. 
By tluH time the splash-board was smashed, and with the re- 
peatfjd kicks the cusnions were sent flying right and left, besides 
which, the bundle of notes having become loose, were scattered 
along the track. In falling forward I lost my forage-cap, but did 
not wait to pick it up, and as I started in pursuit, only called 
out to Penny to pick the notes up, and collect the cushions, ^., 
^. After following the runaway horse for about four miles, and 
when ascending a hill, I suddenly noticed that I had left the 
tracks of the gig, which must have turned off in the scrub, but 
rather than retrace my steps in search I pushed on to Willunga, 
to procure assistance from the police stationed there, and on 
arrival was quite exhausted, on account of the deep, heavy sand, 
and the excessive heat of the sun, without any covering on my 
head. Indeed, I felt so ill, and suffered such pain from the ankle, 
that the corporal's wife (Mrs. Swaffer) sent for Dr. McDonald, 
who deemed it necessary to tleed me, and thus, very probably, 
saved my life, as he said I was suffering from an attack of sun- 
stroke. 

On the return of the police, whom I had despatched in quest 
of the runaway horse, they reported that they found the gig only 
a few yards ofl'^ the xoidA in the scrub, not much dama^^ed, except 
the splash-board, and that the horse must have kicked and freed 
himself from the harness, which remained attached to the shafts, 
not a buckle or strap being broken. The cushions, pistol, and 
one-pound notes were all recovered ; nothing, in fact^ bei^ missing, 
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except the collar with which the horse made off. Some months 
after the incident the bolter was found in the neighbourhood of 
Myponga, minus the collar, however. 

When Captain Grey succeeded Colonel Gawler as Governor his 
task was easy. The famine or speculative prices of labour and 
provisions had fallen to reasonable rates, the emigration of paupers 
had ceased, and with the immigration, the cost of maintaining the 
infirm, the sick, and the lazy. The unhired were set to work at 
such bare wages as induced them to seek private employers as 
soon as possible; the surveys were carried on steadily without 
pressure, and without exorbitant expenses for stores and hire of 
drays, and the police expenses were greatly superseded by the 
arrival of a company of the 96th Begiment, With these reduc- 
tions of expenditure and power to draw upon the Home Govern- 
ment for a limited sum. Governor Grey was still unable, in homely 
phrase, to make both ends meet. With a view, therefore, of still 
further effecting retrenchments in the various departments of the 
public service, the office of Commissioner of Police and Police 
Magistrate were amalgamated, in consequence of which Major 
O'Halloran resigned his position as Commissioner of Police on the 
13th April, 1843, and was succeeded by B. T. Pinniss, Esq., which 
was subsequently approved by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, 13th December, 1843. 
Upon the retirement of Major 0*Halloran, it was notified in the 

Government Gazette in the following well-merited encomium : — 

I 

" Colonial Secretary's Office, 

" ^jpWZ 13^^, 1843. 
" Major O'Halloran having resigned his appointment of Com- 
missioner of Police, his Excellency the Governor feels much plea- 
sure in publicly expressing the sense he entertains of the energy 
and zeal with which that officer has laboured to bring the police 
force to its present high state of efficiency, and in thanking him 
for the extremely satisfactory manner in which his various duties 
have been performed, 

** By his Excellency's command, 
"J. Alex. Jackson, 

" Colonial Secretary." 

The whole police force deeply regretted the cause which had 
severed the major from the department, as he was greatly esteemed 
and beloved, especially by every member of the mounted police, 
with whom he had shared hardships and privations in connexion 
with the public service ; and having myseli especially experienced 
his genuine kindness of heart, I solicited the members of the force 
under my control to join me in raising a sum of money, with 
which I purchased a handsome snuff-box, with a suitable inscrip- 
tion engraved thereon, and presented to the major on behalf of 
the officers and men of the mounted and rural police, in acknow- 
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ledgment of which I received the following flattering and gratifying 
letter: — 

" Lizard Lodge, O'Halloran Hill, 

" 15«/fc 4prt7, 1843. 

" Deab Sm, — Having long been intimately associated with the 
officers and men of the mounted police, almost all of whom have 
served on various occasions with me, I cannot express to you the 
absolute torture of my feelings when the time of partinj^ arrived, 
and which rendered me quite incapable of expressing, as I intended, 
the feeling of attachment I felt towards all, and the deep sorrow 
of a separation from those I had learnt to appreciate the full value 
of, &om an intimate knowledge and acquaintance. 

" I had not the slightest notion that their kind partiality 
intended presenting me with any token of regard, which when 
tendered by you in the name of the mounted police, and in the 
shape of a superb silver snuff-box, richly and beautifully orna- 
mented, rendei^ me quite incompetent for the time of returning 
the heartfelt thanks which I deeply felt for such unlooked-for 
kindness on the part of my old comrades towards me. 

" I now, therefore, offer, through you, my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the gift which the officers and men of the mounted 
police have presented to me on retiring from the office of Com- 
missioner, and I beg to assure all that this token of their esteem 
shall ever be dearly valued by me, and be handed down with pride 
to my eldest boy. 

" I am. Sir, &c., 

'*T. O'Halloran. 

" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 

" Inspector of Mounted Police, Adelaide." 

Of all the modes of repairing a real or imaginary injury, duel- 
ling is the most foolish and unsatisfactory, as well as the most 
sinful, and yet it is one too frequently resorted to in the higher 
walks of society, and for which no court of appeal or court of 
honour, though often proposed in the mother country, has been 
substituted. In the small community of the earlier days of the 
colony it was not free from this gentlemanly, albeit sanguinary, 
method of obtaining satisfaction. Two gentlemen, well known m 
our then little circle, whose names I will withhold and give only 
their initials, W. J. and J. B., had an unhappy misunderstanding, 
which they could devise no means of adjusting, but by an appeal 
to arms, and had it not been for the interference of the iriends of 
the parties, or from the disputants being known to have a greater 
penchant for habeas corpuses than for bullets, our colonial escut- 
cheon might have been stained with bloodshed at the shrine of 
honour, but which would, nevertheless, have cried aloud to heaven 
for vengeance. In short, a hostile meeting was to have taken 
place between them on Friday morning, 15th May, 1843, not at 
Chalk Farm, but in the police paddock near the company's bridge, 
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Adelaide ; but the police magistrate having previously got scent of 
their intentions in consequence of one of the belligerents having 
borrowed a pair of duelling pistols from him, they were forthwith 
bound over to keep the peace. 

. I never heard who their seconds were, nor what was the imme- 
diate cause of the quarrel. . A lady certainly could hardly have 
been the cause, since both were married, and therefore it was no 
affair of gallantry which led to this threatened duel. Whatever it 
might have been, the breach was soon healed, and each registered 
a vow in heaven not to embrue his hands in his brother's blood. 

I have often been amused by reading letters in the Register 
from persons complaining about the state of the public streets and 
thoroughfares in Adelaide. Had the writers lived in the earlier 
days of the colony they might, indeed, have justly grumbled. 
What is to be done with the public streets before the approach of 
the rainy season ? was the cry in every one's mouth. It was, in- 
deed, dismal to contemplate every approaching wet season with 
the wretched state of the roads and causeways. » 

I especially remember riding a young horse (a grey) one day in 
the month of July, 1843, in King William Street, and puUed up 
to speak to a friend by the side of the yclept " footpath," along- 
side of which there was thick mud about a foot deep. I care- 
lessly sat my horse whilst thus talking, and must have touched 
him with the spur, or something frightened him. However, what- 
ever the cause, he made one bound and a buck, and sent me 
sprawling in the mire. I caught and remounted the brute, how- 
ever, notwithstanding the condition my uniform was in, and rode 
off to the barracks amidst the jeers and laughter of the bystanders. 
It was about this time when the following humorous lines appeared 
in the Register : — • 

The Lady's Complaint against Adelaide Mud. 

Ah me ! my dress, my pretty dress. 

The dress I bought so cheap ; 
The mud has caused me sad distress— 

I'm plunged in ankle deep. 

Could nothing spare me such a shock, 

And every gazer scandal, 
To see a lady lift her frock 

So far above her sandal. 

The mud's so deep in every part, 

I know not what to do ; 
It grieves me to my very heart 

To spoil my polish'd shoe. 

'Tis very deep near Mr. Lowe's, 

Sinks lower just at Payne's, 
Near Bentham Neale's more painful grows 

When sticking in the drains. 
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My feet I vidnly strive to free, 

They sink, I caii*t prevent *em ; 
They jerk my stockings from my knee. 

Close at the door of Bentham. 

A friend of mine, set fast and stack, 

Was forced to leave her slipper. 
For ever vanished in the muck, 

Tho' help'd across by skipper. 

My skipping days, alas ! are gone 

Till this wet weather's past ; 
No iole that treads about the town 

But must be swamp'd at latt ! 



CHAPTEE XXiy. 

Capture of a notorious burglar named Dyer — Efficacy of emu oil — Capture 
of a suspected smuggler and convict — Capture of two natives charged 
with sheep-stealing. 

It is now thirty- nine years since the following incident ocenrred, 
and little did I think that after this lapse of years I should be 
residing in sight of a gully at Brown Hill Creek where there is a 
cave in which a notorious burglar and robber named Dyer lived 
with a woman. This man was an American black, and first 
arrived in the colony as a sailor, and absconded from his ship, 
after which he entered upon a career of crime, but was at last cap- 
tured, committed for trial, and sent to gaol. One day, however, 
through the lax supervision of the guards, he effected his escape, 
and for a considerable time no tidings could be obtained of his 
whereabouts. Having at last received reliable information that he 
was living in the cave in question, I started with a party of police 
the same evening to endeavour to capture him. It was a bright 
moonlight night I well remember, and in order as much as pos- 
sible to avoid being observed, I ordered the men to dismount upon 
reaching the creek near where the bridge now crosses it at 
Mitcham, and taking Police-Trooper Cusack with me, and leaving 
the horses in charge of tie other men, we stealthily ascended the 
gully, and took up a position along the slope of the hill facing the 
entrance to the cave. This we watched for a couple of hours, ex- 
pecting to see the robber either make his ingress or egress ; but being 
disappointed, we drew our swords and rushed to "Qie entrance. I 
then called out, ** Come out. Dyer, and at once surrender. I am the 
inspector of police." Xo response, however, was made to tliis 
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demand, and not tlie least sound was heard of one stirring within 
—all was silent. 

After repeating the mandate two or three times, and finding the 
fellow took no heed, I crawled through the entrance into the cave, 
and vividly do I remember thinking at the time how on earth the 
ruffian could possibly force himself through such a small aperture, 
because he was a man of immense stature, being upwards of six 
feet in height and broad-shouldered in proportion. After squeez- 
ing myself through, I lit a lucifer, bv means of which I perceived 
at the further end of the cave the fellow rolled up in blankets, and 
thereupon again called upon him by name to surrender, but he 
took not the slightest notice of what I said. By this time the 
lucifer had burnt out, and lighting another, I made a quick survey 
of the place, which was like the interior of an oven, the height of 
the roof being only about five feet from the fioor, and consequently pre- 
venting me &om rising to rush the rascal, and as .it flashed across 
my brain that as I could only approach him by crawling on my 
knees, he would easily overpower me on account of his herculean 
strength, I resolved to beat a retreat. This was no easy matter, 
however, because I was wedged in tie opening and could not turn 
without first entering the cave altogether, which would place me at 
a disadvantage with its occupant. In this dilemma I called to 
Cusack to pull me out by the legs, which he did. Being satisfied 
the burglar was inside, I resolved upon the expedient of smoking 
him out, and accordingly, having procured some dry wood, we lit a 
fire at the mouth of the cave and fed it with green boughs to create a 
dense smoke ; but finding that plan was also ineffectual, we removed 
the fire, and as soon as the cave was freed of smoke, I once more 
crawled in, and having relit a lucifer, I approached the recumbent 
body and gave it a touch with the point of my sword, saying at the 
same time, " Come out, Dyer, you are my prisoner ! " when to my 
utter astonishment the supposed recumbent figure proved to be 
only the rascal's blankets rolled up in a bundle. I was subsequently 
informed that his wife had seen the approach of the police and 
had given him warning in time to effect his escape, and although 
the countiT was scoured in every direction we lost all trace of him 
for several months. At length information reached the barracks 
that the fellow was in the employ of Mr. Gold, who had a dairy 
station on the upper Para. The informant further explained that 
the fugitive occupied a small detached hut with the woman who 
called herself his wife, and that the utmost care was necessary in 
approaching the place because underneath the bed-place he had a 
hole through which he could escape upon the least alarm being 
given. 

Acting upon this intelligence, we left the police-barracks about 
ten o'clock p.m. on September 15th, 1843. The party consisted of 
myself, Sergeant-Major Alford, and Police-Troopers McCulloch, 
Dewson, McLean, and Hall. 

The night, I remember, was a very propitious one for the enter- 
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prise, on accoant of the excessive darkness and incessant heavy rain, 
when within a quarter of a mile from Dyer's hut, I deemed it 
advisable to wait till daybreak, thinking he might succeed in giving 
us the slip under cover of the night, consequently I halted the 
party and ordered them to dismount and walk briskly about to 
keep the blood in circulation. I foolishly neglected to do the same 
myself, but remained on horseback, shivering with cold and wet 
through, in consequence of which I was afterwards afflicted in a 
most singular manner, as the sequel will explain. 

As soon as day broke, I gave the order to mount, and disposed 
the detachment in such a way that when I gaVe the signal all the 
men were to make a dash and surround the hut. Police-Troopers 
Dewson and McLean I had previously directed to cross the river 
and take up a position on the north side of the water-hole and im- 
mediately in rear of the hut. 

Perceiving that they had reached their destination, we charged 
simultaneously, and upon reaching the hut, heard Dewson callmg 
lustily for help, and most providential it was that we heard him 
thus early, otherwise he would have lost his life. It appeared that 
upon hearing the approach of our horses. Dyer's wife quickly tore 
ofiP her husband's shirt, to enable him to slip through the hole be- 
neath the bed-place more nimbly, and he plunged into tiie 
water-hole, but was seen by Dewson, who at once jumped off his 
horse, and, sword in hand, waded in the water to make Dyer his 
prisoner. Being in a state of nudity, however, he had no means with 
which to catch hold of him, and thus whilst both were struggling, 
the black seized Dewson by the collar and held him forcibly under 
water, and he must inevitably have been drowned, had we not all 
dashed across th e creek to his rescue. When strugglmc underwater, 
Dewson made thrusts at random with the sword and inflicted two 
wounds, one of which entered the fellow's buttock several inches, 
and from it the blood flowed copiously. After tightly banda^nnff 
the wounds to stop the hemorrhage, he was placed in a cart hired 
for the purpose, and brought into town and saf ejy lodged in gaol, 
where he was attended by Dr. Nash, under whose care he quickly 
recovered, as it was found that none of the arteries were severed, 
and in due time was tried, found guilty, and transported to 
Tasn^nia.* 

About a month after the above episode, to the astonishment and 
alarm of myself and family, both my arms contracted helplessly 
towards the shoulders, and, at the same time, the Angers of both 
hands were drawn downwards, all the sinews beingperfectly rigid. 
In this awful state I sent for Doctors Nash and Woodforae, who 

1 Having been considerately permitted by the Hon. the Chief Secretary 
(J. C. Bray) to refer to the old Police General Order Book for varioos data 
in compiling my work, I find that the then Commiflsioner of Police (Mr. 
B. T. Finniss) awarded a gratuity of 11, lOt,, which was distributed 
ar^ <• «>ie men engaged in the capture of this notorious character. 
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were thoronghly struck with amazement, never having seen or 
heard of a similar case in all their professional experience. 

After a brief consultation, they agreed to send me an embroca- 
tion and other medicine, which, however, had not the least effect, 
and then suddenly remembering the efficacy of emu oil, mentioned 
in the beginning of this volume, I got two of the most powerful 
troopers to rub the oil, one at each arm, two or three times a day, 
and wonderful to relate, the arms and fingers relaxed and regain^ 
their natural position, but very soon again contracted. The rub- 
bing in of the oil, however, was regularly kept up for a week or 
so, at the expiration of which time I had perfectly recovered, and 
from that day to this, have never had a relapse. 

Owing to the number of American whalers which formerly 
visited the coast during the whaling season, a great deal of 
smuggling was carried on, specially in tobacco, which was first 
landed at E^ngaroo Island, and afterwards when opportunity 
ofibred landed in some of the small bays along the coast between 
Glenelg and the Onkaparinga river. Having reason to believe some- 
thing of the kind was going od, in consequence of a whale-boat 
having been seen coming from the direction of the island, I proceeded 
to Glenelg at daybreak the following day with a small party of 
police and ordered the whale-boat belonging to the customs to be 
got ready. This boat was kept at Glenelg, and was available at 
any moment by the police, for any case of emergency, with an 
efficient crew, who occupied a small hut built of palings near the 
creek, under the charge of Mr. Philip Levi, who was then a slim, 
active young fellow. At my summons he and his crew turned out 
with alacrity, and having got into the boat we pulled along shore to 
Hallet's Bay — I think it was called — where I suspected the stuff 
had been landed, but unfortunately we were " a day behind the 
fair ;" there was evidence of smuggled goods having been " run," 
and carted away in a dray towards Adelaide. 

In consequence of these " slips '* having been frequent, the com- 
missioner of police, Mr. B. T. Finniss, and the collector of customs, 
the late Captain Lipson, E.N. decided upon going to Kangaroo 
Island, and, searching the premises of a man named Thompson, 
who was suspected of being the principal implicated in these 
transactions, and also of being a runaway convict from New l^outh 
Wales. 

Accordingly Mr. Finniss, myself, and a party of police sailed on 
or about the 4th March, 1844, in the schooner Victoria, under the 
command of Captain Lipson, and anchored at night close to the 
island near the former residence of the late Mr. Beare. Shortly after- 
wards Mr. Finniss and the police landed, and proceeded across some 
thick scrub towards the settlement of Kingscote, where we waited 
until daybreak. As soon as it was sufficiently light we made a 
rush and surrounded Thompson's dwelling. Mr. Finniss, Sergeant 
Naughton and a police-trooper went to the rear of the house to in- 
tercept Thompson if he attempted to escape that way, whilst I and 
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a trooper went to the front, and commenced knocking yigoronslj 
and calling npon the inmates to open the door, as we were the 
polioe, whereupon there was a great deal of bustling and rushing 
about, and I heard some one say, " Where's the gun P " The door, 
however, was quickly afterwards opened by the police in the rear 
of the building, who had effected an entrance by the back. I 
then immediately rushed in and entered a bedroom on my right, 
which was occupied by Mrs. Thompson. In answer to my interro- 
gatories she replied that she did not know where her husband was, 
whereupon I remarked, " Well, he can't be far off, for here's his 
breeches," which were hangine on a chair. We then looked under 
the bed and round the room, but not &iding him went into the 
passage and found that Sergeant Naughton had discovered a 
trap-door leading into a cellar, in which Thompson was found, 
ana arrested on a charge of being a runaway convict from New 
South Wales. He was at once removed on board the Victoria and 
placed under a proper guard, whilst Mr. Finniss, myself, and some 
police, made a strict search on and about the premises for 
smuggled goods, but unsuccessfully. 

Mr. Finniss then ordered several whale-boats to be seized, in 
consequence of their not having the names of the owners painted 
thereon in accordance with the Customs Act ; and with them in tow 
we sailed for Port Adelaide. 

The wife of the prisoner was allowed to accompany her husband 
in the schooner, and brought with her a weighty deal box, which 
it was said, I believe with truth, contained several hundred pounds 
in dollars to fee the lawyers with. 

On the 21st March, 1844, the prisoner, Charles Thompson, who 
had been residing on Kangaroo Island about seven years, was 
brought up before the resident magistrate on a warrant from Mr. 
Finniss, commissioner of police, on a charge of being a runaway 
convict. The evidence produced was that of Sergeant Naughton, 
who had seen Thompson several years before at Macquarie 
Harbour and Sydney, as a convict, and believed him to be a 
prisoner for life, but could not swear that that was the case. 

These being the only material points of evidence, Mr. Fisher, 
who along with Mr. Poulden and Mr. Smith appeared for the 
prisoner, argued that there was nothing against tneir client, and 
that he ought at once to be discharged. The prisoner, however, 
was remanded until next morning for the attendance of the com- 
missioner of police who had granted the warrant for his appre- 
hension, as he was not in town. Accordingly he was again brought 
up, when the commissioner (who was in attendance) said he was 
not in a position to produce any further evidence against the 
prisoner at present, but was in hope that further proof might be 
obtained if he was remanded for a week. 

Mr. Fisher argued as before, that there was not the slightest 
ground for detaining Thompson, and he was prepared if necessaiy, 
to produce evidence to prove that Thompson was not a convict. 
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The commissioner said that whatever evidence Mr. Fisher 
would produce, would not alter his opinion as to Thompson's being 
a runaway. After some conversation the prisoner was again 
remanded for a week. 

On the 29th March he was once more brought up before the 
resident magistrate, and the following evidence was then given : — 

I stated that I had examined the person of the prisoner, and 
had found on his right arm the letter L with A A underneath. 
There was also a scar below the letter L as if a letter had been 
obliterated. I had upon m j former examination stated that Mr. 
Haynes had described the person of Thompson to me, this I then 
begged to correct. Mr. Haynes told me of the prisoner, but did 
not describe him. 

Mr. J. T. Haynes was then examined, and said, " I know the 
prisoner Thompson by sight ; he never said anything to me about 
Naughton, he did not tell me that Kaughton knew nim. Thomp- 
son never said to me after he saw Kaughton that he was done 
for ; I was told by Mr. Tolmer and Kaughton that his name was 
Richard Lewis, but I never knew him by that name. I never 
drove Thompson to Cape Jervis in a great hurry on his way to 
Kangaroo Island. I never took Thompson to Elangaroo Island for 
hi, Thompson once rode one of my horses to Cape Jervis on his 
way to Kangaroo Island — this was about eighteen months ago. I 
have never seen him at the port since then. \ have seen him two 
or three times there before. 

This bein^ the only additional evidence, except that of Police- 
constable Eichard Cocking, which was not material, Mr. Fisher 
again argued that there was no further case against the prisoner 
than formerly; the commissioner of police said he would take his 
recognisances to appear at the next quarter session to answer any 
bill the advocate-general might prefer against him. This being 
agreed to by the prisoner's counsel, he was discharged upon his 
recognisances accordingly. 

With regard to the seizure of the whale-boat from Charles 
Thompson, of Kingscote, Kangaroo Island, by Mr. Finniss, and the 
delivering it over to the collector of customs for not having the name 
of the owner, port, or place marked on her stern, his worship said 
that the boat was liaole to forfeiture under the sixty-fifth clause 
of the Customs* Act, which recites "That the owner of any boat not 
belonging to any ship, shall paint or cause to be painted upon the 
stem of such boat in white or yellow roman letters of two inches 
in length, on a black ground, the name of the owners of the boat, 
andtheport or place to which she belongs, on pain of the forfeiture 
of such boat not so marked, wherever the same shall be found."' 

The boat was forfeited accordingly; three other boats, one 
among them belonging to the South Australian Company, were 
seized at the same time for the like cause, and forfeited. 

The foregoing proved a wise expedient, because I know it put a 
stop to smuggHng, at least for a time ; the forfeited boats, how- 
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ever, were soon replaced, and as the islanders afterwards com- 
plied with the requirements of the Customs' Act, no further action 
could be taken against them. . 

Subsequently Mr. Finuiss entered into a correspondence witn 
the authorities in New South Wales in respect to the suspected 
escaped prisoner Thompson, and inquiring whether such a person 
as Bichard Lewis was a prisoner of tne Crown, and if so, to forward 
a warrant for his apprehension ; to which a reply in the affirmative 
was received, and a magistrate's warrant, enclosed with a minute 
description of the convict — ^under the authority of which Thomp- 
son was rearrested. 

Mr. Fisher was again retained by the prisoner, whose line of 
defence was the illegality of the warrant. He argued, first, that 
there was no such office as chief constable in South Australia; 
secondly, that a magistrate of New South Wales had no juris- 
diction in South Australia, and thirdly, that there was no proof 
before the court that the signature of the magistrate signing the 
warrant was genuine. Upon these grounds he demanded his 
client's liberation which was according^ conceded. 

His worship, however remarked, that he was perfectly satisfied 
in his own mmd that he was the person referred to in the warrant, 
and if the Gk>vemment deemed it expedient to obtain a judge's 
warrant, and he was again brought before him, he would have no 
alternative but to send him back to Sydney. 

Thompson eventually rendered the police authorities essential 
service by conveying information in respect to the escape of some 
desperate bushrangers from Tasmania, whom I stibsequently 
captured at Yorke's Peninsula, and consequently was not lurther 
interfered with. 

He died some years ago at Kingscote, Kangaroo Island, worth 
considerable property. His relict, I believe, is still a resident on 
the island, and lives with her sons by a former marriage (the 
Callaghans), who have been very prosperous, and are now in good 
circumstances. 

Two warrants for the apprehension of natives belonging to the 
Milmenura tribe having been granted for stealing sheep, the property 
of Duncan McFarlane, Esq., on the Lake Albert Peninsula, upon 
the application of his overseer, Mr. Archibald Johnson, they were 
duly placed in my hands by the Commissioner of Police, to execute 
in August, 1844. 

Mindful of the difficulties we had experienced in capturing the 
natives on the Coorong, who had in cold blood murdered the pas- 
sengers and crew of the Maria, in consequence of not having nad 
three separate parties, namely, one on the mainland side, another 
on the strip of land between the Coorong and the sea, and a third 
with a boat, so as to intercept any natives attempting to cross the 
Coorong from either side, I made arrangements to carry out this 
plan, and despatched Sergeant-Major Alford and a party of six 
troopers, with instructionB to cross at Wellington, ana on arrival 
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on the CooroDg opposite Campbell House to communicate the fact 
by certam a^eed upon signal-fires. 

I then with my party started for the Goolwa, and having pro- 
cured a suitable boat, and formed a crew, we proceeded to the 
mouth of the Murray, and safely crossed the horses. We then 
moved on, keeping abreast of each other, and next day reached 
the place agreed upon with AKord, where I fully expected he would 
have arrived, as he had two days* start of us when we left Adelaide. 
After waiting two days, and not receiving any tidings of him, I 
crossed the Coorong and proceeded to OampbBll House to make 
inquiries, when, to my surprise, I found Alford, who informed me he 
had had an affray with the blacks in attempting to secure a native 
suspected of being one of the two for whom a warrant was issued. 
In the scuffle the native attempted to waddy him, and, on stepping 
backwards to avoid the blow, he fell on his back, and ran the pomt of 
his sword, which he meant in self-defence for the black fellow's sto- 
niach,into his own foot. On the instant, seeing the imminent danger 
the sergeant-major was placed in, Corporal Mason fired his pistol at 
the black's breast, but to the astonishment of eveiy one, the fellow 
ran off as if nothing had happened to him. He was, however, 
captared, and chained to a tree when I arrived. The fact was that 
the pistol-ball was too small for the barrel, and in snatching the 
weapon quickly from his belt, the ball dropped out on the ground, 
where it was found. Finding that Alford was unable to proceed 
in consequence of his injured foot, I myself took charge of the 
detachment, sending orders to the men on the coast-line and boat 
party to move on so as to cooperate with me. 

Everything being ready for a start, Mr. Archibald Johnson 
solicited permission to accompany the party as a volunteer, which 
I conceded. In order to avoid being seen by any natives, I 
led the police well back in the thick timber, keeping parallel with 
the Coorong. After proceeding some miles thus, I descried, with 
the help of a telescope, about a dozen blacks on the margin of 
the Coorong fishing, whereupon we moved on more quickly, 
still keeping well out of sight, and when opposite to where they 
were, we dashed at full speed across the open space, which inter- 
vened between the lake and the scrub, to capture them, in order to 
see whether the natives for whom I had warrants were amongst 
them ; but with that quickness of hearing and natural in- 
stinct of the savage, they bounded away like wild animals on 
hearing the clatter of our horses' hoofs, and plunged into the 
Coorong, where they remained some distance from the shore, up 
to their necks in the water. Upon reaching the brink of the bank, 
which was there pretty precipitous, Johnson dismounted excitedly, 
and leyelling his double-barrel gun at the natives, exclaimed, 
" That's one of them, that's one of them," and would have fired, 
had I not peremptorily forbidden him, and ordered him to fall back, 
which he reluctantly did in very ill-humour. 

I then desired CorporalMason, who spoke the language remarkably 
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well, to inform the natives that I was not waging war with them, 
but only wanted to make two of their tribe pTiaonars (naming 
them) for stealing sheep from Mr. McFarlane, and for which pmr- 
pose I had '* papers " (warrants). 

This having been explained, I further ordered him to make 
known to them, that in order to satisfy myself that the cnlpiitB 
were not amongst them, I insisted they shonld all come on snore, 
bnt npon their refdsing to do so, I told off two police tioopen 
to remain and keep them in check nntQ the arrival of the boat 
party. I was reluctantly compelled to adopt this severe measnre, 
which was the more so owing to the inclemency of the weather 
at that particular time of tne year, bat there was no help for 
it, as it was impossible to identify the natives at the distance 
they were from the shore. I then moved onwards with the rest 
of the party, keeping under cover of the timber as before. After 
proceeding thus a^ut a mile, a second batch of natives were 
seen along the Coorong, whom we a^ain attempted to surprise and 
capture ; but they were too wily, and hurriedly took refuge in the 
water, as the others had done, and doggedly refused to land. (Con- 
sequently I consigned them also to an involuntary cold bath, by 
leaving two more troopers behind to prevent their escape. 

By this time my party consisted omy of myself. Corporal Mason, 
one trooper, and jlr. Johnson. With this reduced number, how- 
ever, I further advanced about half a mile, and then saw a smoke 
on a small island, which, upon coming abreast of it, we found to 
be crowded with natives, who immediately set up yeUs of defiance, 
and began making gestures, and brandishing their spears the 
while. Upon looking back along the Ck>orong, I was surprised to 
find that the boat party had not come up, which I subeequently 
ascertained was in consequence of my orders having been 
misunderstood. Consequently I determined to wait patiently 
until joined by the four troopers I had left in charge of the 
blacks, who then were slowly approaching with the intention of 
joining the larger party of their tribe assembled on the island. 
This, however, they were unable to accomplish, and stopped about 
four or five hundred yards off the landing, apparently benumbed 
and exhausted, seeing which, a dozen powerful fellows at onee 
waded into the water to the assistance of the poor wretches, and 
carried them on their backs. 

After allowing the blacks sufficient time to restore animation 
and natural warmth from their long immersion, I instrocted 
Cor|)oral Mason to repeat the cause of our apparent hostile pro- 
ceeding, and that they must all come on shore for me to see VtaX 
the two natives belonging to their tribe whom I was in qnest <tf 
were not amongst their number. No sooner had this explanation 
been clearly xnade to them, when one of the chiefe of the tribe 
suddenly sprang up, hurling apparently defiant expressioiis, and 
at the same moment transnxin^ a spear in the groond ; seeing 
which, I demanded through the interpreter (Maaon) to know iHiat 
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thev meant by the action, and whether they intended complying 
with my request, to which they replied that they would not 
leave their position, and if we attempted to approach they would 
fi^ht. I then told Mason to say that in half an hour, if they 
still continued to refuse compliance, I would proceed with my men 
to the island, and any offer of resistance would be met by firing 
into them. 

During this parley I had several times to restrain my impetuous 
volunteer from firing at the natives. He persistently averred that 
the sheep- stealers were amongst the number on the island, and this 
at last compelled me to threaten to take him into custody if he 
attempted to pull a trigger without my orders. 

Before the expiration of the time fixed, one native was observed 
to wade into the water towards the shore, followed by all the 
others, having their hands behind their backs in token of sub- 
mission. They mustered about one hundred, and after having 
ordered them to stand in line, each was carefully Bcrutinized by 
Mr. Johnson and Corporal Mason, who were then satisfied that the 
two natives we wanted were not amongst them, as they knew 
them well. The blacks then voluntarily informed us that the two 
men we were in search of were at Lake Albert among the reeds, 
where we should find them. Having full belief in the truthfulness 
of this intelligence, I at once despatched a police trooper to com- 
municate with the boat party, and instruct them to proceed to 
that part of Lake Albert which the natives had indicated, and use 
every endeavour to effect a capture. 

It being now dusk and too late to return to Campbell House 
that night, we encamped at a native well, which was pointed out 
by one of the blacks, and as there was abundance of kangaroo 
grass for the horses and plenty of fire-wood, the selection was a 
desirable one. 

Shortlv before retiring to rest, and seeing that the sentry was 
alert on his post, I found that Mr. Johnson was missing, and as 
his horse also was not with the others, I concluded that he had 
ridden away and returned to the station. I thought little of the 
circumstance at the time ; however, it was strange that he 
should have withdrawn from among us without saying a word to 
any one. As the party were unprovided with provisions, we made 
an early start, and reached Campbell House about breakfast-time, 
during which meal I was much pleased and gratified by the arrival 
of the boatmen, having in custody the two natives who were 
wanted, and immediately afterwards Sergeant-Major Alford called 
me aside, and communicated to me the following astounding cir- 
cumstances; in effect, that upon the return of the overseer 
during the night, he informed his employer (Mr. Duncan McFar- 
lane) that the party of police whom he accompanied had met 
several large mobs of natives, but that none had been captured, 
because I was afraid of them. Whereupon Mr. McFarlane at 
once started in a boat across the lake, with the intention of going 
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to his Excellencj Governor Grey and complaining of my cowardly 
condact. 

As the reader lias been made acquainted with the whole circnm- 
stances of that da^*s pursnit of the two natives charged with sheep* 
stealing and their snbsequenfc fortuitous capture, he may well 
ima^e with what indignation I received this intelligence. After 
hastily giving instructions for the return of the party to Adelaide, 
I at once remounted my horse (Bucksfoot) and started for town^ 

Upon reaching where in the early days a bridle-path had been 
newly cut between Crafer's and Fordham's hotels (which now 
forms the line of main road), I suddenly stopped, undecided 
whether to take the bridle-path or follow the old dray-track^ be- 
cause I was anxious, if possible, to meet Mr. McFarlane, who 
might probably be returning to Lake Albert. I decided upon 
taking the former. 

About midway between the above two hotels there was a lar^ 
tree left standing, which only admitted sufficient space between it 
and the bank for one horseman to pass at a time. Upon reaching 
this spot, strange to say, Mr. McFarlane did the same on the other 
side. 

I then pulled up to allow him to cross first, and as he ap- 
proached, he tendered his hand in the most friendly manner, which, 
however, I informed him I declined to take, at least not until he 
satisfactorilv answered a question. I then asked him whether it 
was a fact that the object of his visit to town had been to report 
me to his Excellency tne Governor for ne^^lect of duty and being 
afraid of the blacks, to which he immediately and most frankly 
replied, " Certainly not. Who could have originated such a false 
report P " I then said I felt quite satisfied with his denial, and 
at once cordially shook hands with him, at the same time adding 
that I had no doubt he would be pleased to hear that the two 
blacks we had been in quest of were safely in custody at his 
station. " Well, well," I heard him say as we parted, " who would 
have thought it P " Without a moment's delay I proceeded to 
Mr. Finniss's office, who, fortunately, had not yet left town for 
his country residence. , 

On seeing me enter, he appeared astonished, and said, '* Why, 
I thought you were at Campbell House." 

" So I was, major, this morning ; but having heard that a most 
unjust and foul accusation had been made against me, and that 
Mr. McFarlane had gone to town to report me to his Excellency 
the Governor for cowardice and not capturing the blacks against 
whom warrants had been issued, I started immediately for town, 
to acquaint you with the successful capture of the accus^, and here 
I am. I am glad to say, however, that I met Mr. McFarlane on 
the road, who indignantly denied having made the alleged accu- 
sation against me." 

Well do I remember the astonishment expressed in Mr. Finuiss's 
face, and his sudden exclamation. *' Why, d n the fellow, I 
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was present when lie preferred tlie charge against you ;" adding, 
** Come with me at once to Grovernment House and explain the 
circumstances of the case." Accordingly I accompanied him, and on 
our arriyal we were immediatelyadmitted to the presence of his Ex- 
cellency, who listened with much interest to the account I cave of 
our proceedings, and was pleased to compliment me upon the suc- 
cess of my mission. 

A few days after the above interview an order appeared in the 
police general order book, that "if I had permitted Mr. Johnson 
to fire upon the natives, his Excellency would have had me tried 
for my life." 

As an instance of the remarkable endurance of well-bred 
Australian horses, I will give the distance I rode my favourite 
horse on the day referred to above, viz., from our camp on the 
Coorong to Campbell House, about ten miles, thence to Wel- 
lington, fortv-five, and from the latter to Adelaide, sixty- five; 
total, 120 miles. 



CHAPTER XXY. 

ladigeuous fibrous plants in South Australia adapted for paper-making, 
&c., &c. — The usual fate of discoverers and inventors. 

Whilst encamped among the sand hummocks between the Coorong 
and the sea, on the occasion detailed in the foregoing chapter, the 
existence of an indigenous fibrous plant (Zrepic^osj^erma OladicUa) 
adapted for the manufacture of paper, papier mach^, rope, &c», 
was singularly brought to my attention thus : — 

Whilst stretched out at length before the camp-fire one night, 
under the lee of one of the said plants, with my head resting on my 
hand, one of the fiags or leaves being agitated by the action of the 
wind, caused a constant tickling about my ear, and to get rid of 
the annoyance I suddenly grasped the fiag and gave it a violent 
tug ; it resisted the effort, however, and in doing so, cut my finger 
to the bone like a knife ; and upon examining the plant next morn- 
ing I discovered its properties, which I kept a secret, and it was not 
until some years after, when I was reduced to an impecunious posi« 
tion, through my office of superintendent being abolished, that it 
occurred to me to make an attempt to utilize my discovery, to the 
which I was the more prompted through having noticed in the news- 
papers that the English Government was ofiering a premium for the 
discovery of an article suitable for paper manufacture, and te this end 
I first made application to the Legislative Council of the province 
for leave to bring in a private biU granting to me the exclusi^^ 
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right for f<MrUsen ream of xuting ihe Maid indigetumii plant appli' 
cable to Uu; ruauauiHure of rope^ Mil-cloth^ P<^P^; And otber par* 
pones, an Ijeing the tru« diacoverer ; bat to tb« tarprue of erery <me, 
t\ie majoritj of the mem\jen who formed the Select Committee, to 
whfjm the preamble waa rtiUsrr^ to report upoxi« conaidered I had 
faiJed to prove the name, inaamoch aa the plant in qoeation mof t 
have Ijeeu previously known to the aborigines, and, moreover, be* 
caoaa I had not produced any pa[>er, altboogh I irabmittad a fair 
aample of rof^e manufactured by myself from the plant, which 
ought to have been nuflki^ut, aa every school boy well knew thai 
roi>e made paper. With respect to the diacossion which took place 
in Couricil on the subject, I refer the curious reader to the UegitUr 
of the ll^h June and 4th July, 1856, 

I was at the perif>d referred to residing at Port Adelaide, in a 
cottage l^elongiug t^i Captairi Dale, and determined not to be outdone 
by the decision arrived at by the Select Committee* I procured a 
quautity of the plant from I^efever's peninsula, and assisted b}[ two 
practi<;al r/a(>er manufacturers (Mr, W, Mullet, formerly pi^Hf^ 
of tlie Compton Mills, Kast Peckham, Kent, and Mr, William 
Brewer, of the Jkthford Mills, near Bath, made several sheets of 
tfAiJtsr, one of which can l>e seen in the Chamber of Ma.nnfacturerf, 
Way mouth Street, where not long since I consented to allow it to 
be exhibited, at the particular request of Mr, Coni^raye, the 
secretary. The sfx^imen is of course very mean, when it is con- 
u'ubsrtpii that in nrej/ariug tlie pulp, my implements consisted simply 
of a {>estle and mortar, and water very limited. It nevertheless 
established the fact tliat, with proper appliances, fine writin^j-paper 
Ciuld }Mt manufactun^l from the material, as well aa printing and 
ordinary wrapping-paper. 

As J am writing, I cannot resist langhing at the reminiscence 
which it evokes :— At the l>ack of the cottage 1 occupied there waa 
a small yard with a^>aling fence, in which I was engaged daily from 
morning till night, m maoufacturing the plant into pulp by means 
of a lieavy j>eHi7e attache^! alxive U) a spnng-l>oard« which incessant 
occuf/ation excitf^l the wonder and astonishment of crowds of urchins 
and nmny of the neighlx^urs, who to my annoyance were conatanUy 
peering U;tween the palings U) see what on earth the eX'Commis- 
sioner of iMAuji could ixtHnihly be doing, but being unable to 
discover, d/iiibiless settle<i in tHeir minds that I was demented. 

Having subniitte<l a sr>ecimen of my paper to the Government, 
and stated that the supply of the plant was unlimited along the 
coast-line of the colony, I made application for the alleged reward 
offered by the I m jiei iai Government, whieh resulted in tne appoint- 
ment of a hmrd, consisting of Messrs, Bonney, Forster, and Paisley* 
to inouire into the vubject. l*he report was &vourable, and I was 
officially informed bv letter, No, '^, dated 6th August, that on 
proof of tlie alleged, discovery being of value as a marketable 
material for export, 1 should receive a bonus of from 500L to 1000/,, 
under certain conditions therein set forth. With a Tiew to ooffl' 
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plying therewith, I forth with engaged six natives of India to cnt 
and prepare for shipment the required quantity of paper material, 
for which I paid them a fair and reasonable amount, but during 
my absence at Kangaroo Island, searching for gold, they broke 
their engagement and quitted the colony. 

Upon making the discovery on my return to Port Adelaide, I 
proceeded to the spot on the sea-coast, where, prior to my departure, 
about ten tons of the material was stacked, but to my astonish- 
ment, I discovered that the whole quantity had been rem<y#i»d by 
drays, and sold by the men I had employed to a resident in the 
neighbourhood for twenty-five shillings. Owing to this untoward 
occurrence, I intimated to the Government m a letter dated 
December 15th, 1856, that for a time, I should be prevented from 
fulfilling the stipulated conditions contained in the Colonial 
Secretary's letter, but at the same time made known the fact that 
I had forwarded to England, per Red Jacket, about five cwt. of the 
plant to Mr. Alexander Eandall, banker, Maidstone, for the purpose 
of having it manufactured into paper at Mr. Whatman's Turkey 
Mills, Maidstone, and as I confidently trusted to be in a position 
to submit a superior sample of paper in a few months, I hoped the 
Government would consider that sufficient to entitle me to the 
premium offered. To this I received a reply, No. *}|*, in effect, 
" that when I made my claim for the reward promised for the dis- 
covery of a paper material, the Government would be in a position 
to jjuage whether or not I had complied with all the requisite con- 
ditions," which, owing to pecuniary and other reasons, I have 
never been able to do, although I have incontestably proved 
the value of the plant for the purposes aforesaid. To this day 
my labours remain unacknowledged and unrewarded. 

In due time I received the foUowinpr letter, transmitted to me by 
Mr. Eandall, to whom the five cwt. of the paper material had been 
consigned, which was subsequently published in the Register, 

" No. 7, High Street, Maidstone, June 2bth, 1857. 

" Sib, — Herewith I enclose you a sheet of paper made from the 
Australian flag. I regret I could not get it made sooner, but it is 
very difficult to find paper-makers willing to stop the regular routine 
of a mill for any experimental purposes. I am indebted to Mr. J. 
B. Green for making the paper, having prepared the stuff for it 
myself. 

" As to the suitableness of this material for the purpose of paper- 
making, there can be no doubt ; the enclosed sheet is an evidence. 
Although the limit of one trial is not sufficient to arrive at the best 
results, yet I have no doubt that in England such paper as I now 
send would readily sell at from 50^. to 60Z. per ton ; and with a little 
practice in working, I have no hesitation in saying it would be 
capable of making much more valuable paper, as when perfectly 
freed from the gummy matter with which it is naturally united, it 
will bleach as white as rags. 

" In reference to its introduction here as an aHicle of commerce, I 
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would remark that it is my deliberate opinion that before it could 
be done with profit, the plant mnst undergo a preparation in 
Australia, by which it is divested of its gummy matter; in fact« all 
but its fibroDs portion. The extraneous matter of no use whatever 
to the paper-maker, represents fully one half of its weight, and 
much more than one half its bulk, the freight and carriage of 
which would be a very serious item in its cost. 

" The exact plan to be adopted for the purpose of effectins^ this 
must depend on the circumstances of the locality in which the 
plant grows. It could be done by chemical means, and possibly 
\yj the process similar to that adopted with flax and hemp. The 
actual weight of paper made from the flag is rather short of one cwt., , 
but it may be talcen as a safe calculation to reckon the flag, when' 
quite dry, to prodace one half its weight of paper. 

" Any further information you may wish 1 shall be happy to 
furnish. I am, &c., 

"Joseph BaiuiInq. 

'< To Alexander Eandall, Esq., Banker.*' 

The Blister remarked : *' It remains to be shown whether the 
saving in freight caused by cleaning the raw material in this colony 
will compensate for the extra cost of labour in this colony. If it 
is possible, in a money point of view, to prepare the material here, 
as indicated in the preceding letter, it will, of course, >employ 
labour, and be of much advantage to the colony. The same holds 
good with regard to cleaning of wool, but the entire question is 
one of profit and loss, and can only be decided by exact calculation, 
or perhaps by experiment." 

Frevioas to the receipt of Mr. Barling's letter I had entered into 
a correspondence with my friend Major Campbell, in Melbourne, who 
then occupied the important position of Kegistrar-Greneral under 
the Victorian Gk)vernment, and subsequenuy forwarded him a 
specimen of the paper manufactured in England from the plant 
that has since, by courtesy, borne my name (Tolmer's grass), which 
he submitted to his Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, the Governor of 
Victoria, and so highly pleased was he with it, that on a later date 
(28th January, 1861), 8ir Henry brought the matter of my dis- 
covery to the notice of the Home Government. On April Sth, 
1867, Major Campbell wrote : — " As it seems to be a pity that your 
discovery should remain undeveloped, I have desired a patent agent 
here on whom I can depend to undertake the obtaining of letters 
patent for you, the expense will not under the new act exceed 102., 
and you can repay by instalments as convenient. Mr. Bitchie will 
write to you on the subject. ' The result was that after a length- 
ened correspondence with Mr. Bitchie, I secured a patent for four- 
teen years, dating from November 18th, 1857, for which I forwarded 
(through Mr. Thomas Good, of the Goolwa) to Major Campbell 15/., 
as being the alleged expenses incurred, including, I presume, the 
agent's fee. Subsequently Major Campbell was taken ill and went 
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to Tasmania for the benefit of his Lealth, and died there. 
Thns matters remained until 1860, when I received the following 
letters from Francis Corbett, Esq., of Melbourne. 

"Arthur Street, South Yarra, 

" Melbourne, X^ih December, 1860. 

" Sib, — ^The late Major Campbell, previous to his departure for 
Tasmania on his last illness, entrusted me with a letter of yours 
and a sample of paper manufactured for you, requesting me in 
accordance with your request to endeavour to find some person to 
purchase yoar patent right. I consulted Mr. Eitchie, and on 
inquiries found it was hopeless to expect any one at that time to 
entertain the matter. Since then the affair lay over till a few 
days ago it occurred to me that the best way I could serve your 
interests would be to get an account of your discovery and the 
plants inserted in the report on indigenous fibrous plants of the 
colony, which at the request of the Imperial Government is being 
drawn up by the Eoyal Society ,'of which I am a member. By the 
aid of the papers and specimens got from Mrs. Campbell, 1 was 
enabled to draw up a memorandum of the valae of the discovery 
made by jou, and have succeeded in getting it inserted in the 
report which had been drawn up, and in which was no mention of 
the plants in question. As there was not time to communicate 
with you, I took the responsibility of advocating your interests on 
the authority of the commission of my verv valued and lamented 
friend Major Campbell, and I trust you will approve of my having 
done so. 

" While looking up the matter I was sorry to find that owing to 
the non-payment of the second fee, your patent right has expired. 
I regret much that this should have occurred, as 1 think the time 
is not far distant when a paper factory may be established here, 
in consequence of the new discovery of making drain and other 
pipes of bitumenized paper. For this a manufactory is at present 
being erected by Captain Anderson the patentee, and I think it is 
likely that the manufacture of the pipes, if successful, will be 
followed by the establishment of a mill to make the paper for those 
pipes, and for other purposes; and your discovery may then 
become of the highest value. I am not sure whether the Patent 
Act does not admit of your getting a renewal of your patent, and 
it is possible that Captain Anderson, who is an enterprising man 
(and whose family I may mention are friends of Major Oampbeirs) 
may be glad to secure your interest in the discovery for himself, 
and aid you in getting the patent renewed. I think it may be 
worth wmle communicating with him on the matter. It is a pity 
after so much labour and expense if so apparently valuable a dis- 
covery should altogether pass unrewarded. If I can be of any 
service to you in the matter, you may without hesitation command 
me. I remain, sir, yours very faithfully, 

" Feancis a. Corbett." 
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'* I endcwe a portion of the report, wbich, though incorrect in 
part, will show the coarse porsaecL 

"Boyal Society. — ^The annnal general meeting of the Boyal 
Society of Victoria was held last evening; there was a good 
attendance of members; his Excellency the Grovemor in the 
chair. 

" Mr. F. Corhett laid on the table several specimens of fibre, and 
of paper mannfactored therefrom, the produce of a mallow 
indigenous to Australia, and known to be prolific throughout the 
extent of the continent, from South Australia to the furthest 
limits of New South Wales. The specimens, accompanied by 
explanatory notes, were forwarded by Mr. Tolmer, of Adelaide. 
He moved that the notes be appended to the report of the Sub- 
committee on ' fibrous substances.' Dr. Macaaam seconded the 
motion, which was carried." — Herald, December 18th, 1860. 



« 
« 



"Arthur Street, South Yarra, 

Melbourne, 28^^ Ja/ntuiry, 1861. 
Dear Sib, — ^I should have acknowledged your letter of the 12th 
inst. earlier, but that 1 wished to be able to give you more precise 
information with regard to the expiration of your patent by non- 
payment of the renewal fee. I regret to have to say that I fear it 
18 a case without a remedy, as there is no clause or provision in the 
Act enabling those who have omitted to comply with the require- 
ment from oversight, to recover their position. There is a pro- 
vision to enable a person under certain circumstances to obtain an 
extension beyond fourteen years, but none for a case like yours, 
which there unquestionably ought to be. I have had the opinion 
of the lawyer who drew up the bfll on the matter. If an amended 
act shoula be introduced next session, I may be able to get a 
clause introduced to enable cases such as yours to be redressed, 
but the state of public business in this colony is such that, though 
it is in contemplation to amend the Patent Act, 1 don*t know when 
it may be done. There is a difficulty in attempting to deal with 
Captain Anderson, in the fact that your patent is at present public 
property, though its expiration is unknown except to myseft and 
a few others. I will, however, think over the matter. If a j)erson 
were sure that an abundance of the material could be brought to 
Melbourne at a cheap rate, it ma^ be worth while getting a special 
Act to renew the patent, and this Captain Anderson might think 
worth doing. 

" Under present circumstances the application of the patent to 
use would only place you in the position of one having a claim on 
the consideration of the country for a useful discovery, and some 
reward might be given. This may be best attained by bringing 
the affair under the attention of the home societies for the promo- 
tion of arts and industry. Since I received your letter, Sir JSenry 
Barkly has brought the matter under the notice of the Home 
Government by a despatch sent by last mail, drawn up from my 
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notes read before tlie Eoyal Society. He sent to me to get the 
specimens I exhibited. I gave them with the request that a oortion 
be returned to me, bat he sent to me a second time to say that he 
wished to send them just as they were, and to suggest that you 
may have other specimens for local use. I, of course, had to yield 
consent. It is probable that an amount of attention will be drawn 
to the affair by this channel, particularly as they are preparing for 
a great exhibition in England, which my lead to some result even- 
tually beneficial to you. So far I have to report to you at present, 
and will keep the affair in view to see what can be further done in 
the matter. 

" I remain, dear sir, 

« Yours faithfully, 

"Feancis a. Coebett.'* 

The fact of the utility of the plant I had discovered and of my 
patent right having lapsed quickly oozed out unfortunately after 
the receipt of the foregoing correspondence, and resulted in the 
establishment of a paper-mill near the falls of the Yarra, Mel- 
bourne, by Mr. Eamsden, who has since successfully made excellent 
paper from my plant, which also abounds in Victoria, as shown by 
the following paragraph : — 

" Colonicd'tnade Paper, — ^We have been shown (say the Mel- 
howne Age) a sample of wrapping-paper manufactured at Kams- 
den's Paper-Mills from a kind of reed or coarse grass which grows 
wild in great abundance in the vicinity of Portland Bay. The 
paper is strong and of close texture, and admirably suited for 
packing purposes. As there is practically an unlimited supply of 
the raw material, it is probable that it will be utilized to a con- 
siderable extent." 

In consequence of suffering from ^ains in the head, consequent 
upon severe injuries received whilst in the execution of nry duties, 
I obtained leave of absence in 1876, and thinking a trip to Mielboume 
might benefit my health and at the same time enable me to make 
inquiries with a view of obtaining some recompense from the 
Victorian Grovemment for my discovery, I proceeded thither in 
July ; arrived there, I visited Mr. Ramsden's Mill, but when the 
manager was made aware of my name, he became exceedingly reti- 
cent in imparting information respecting the manufacture of paper 
from my plant Lepidoajpemia Gladiata, of which there was a large 
quantity m the yard, packed in bales with iron hoops. There were 
also large vats in the mill, filled with pulp in process for making 
paper. 

Having subsequently made the acquaintance of Messrs. Evans 
and Campbell, stationers, Flinders' Lane, Melbourne, I ascertained 
from them that they dealt largely with Mr. Eamsden for the paper 
made from my plant, which they found surpassed all other kinds for 
book-binding, and obtained a number of sheets — one of which I 
submitted to his Honour Judge Cope, to whom I was introduced by 
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the B^strar- General at his office, as being the discoverer of the 
indigenons plant with which the specimen was manofactared by 
Mr. Kamsden. After caref nUy examining the sheet of paper, and 
testing its strength, &c., his Hononr remarked, — 

" Well, Mr. Tolmer, all I have to say is, that if joa had the 
patent now, Mr. Ramsden wonld give yoa 4000L for it." 

A few days subseqnent to the above interview, I drew up the 
following petition, which my friends, Messrs. Goppin and Basisto, 
M.P.'s (whom 1 had known in Adelaide), undertook to present to 
the Legislative Assembly, bnt it was returned to me witli the 
accompanying note : — 

"Richmond, August 9th, 1876. 
** Deae Sir, — I have looked very carefully over the memo.'s you 
left with me, and also consulted with Mr. Goppin and the hon. the 
Treasurer. 

•* Whilst admitting the utility of the material for paper-making 
and the obligation Australia lies under to you for your discovery, 
yet taking all the circumstances into consideration, the hon. the 
Treasurer does not see that he could recommend a vote to ParHa- 
ment. I am bound to add that both Mr. Goppin and myself feel 
reluctantly obliged to concur. 

" I have the honour to be, 

" Dear sir, yours very respectfully, 

"Joseph Basisto. 
" Alexander Tolmer, Esq., 
" Late of Adelaide.*' 

" To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative 

Assembly of Victoria. 

" The humble Petition of Alexander Tolmer, of Bobe, South 
Australia, respectfully sheweth — 

" That in 1866 your petitioner ascertained by experiment that a 
plant (Lepidosjperma gladdata) indigenous in Australia was suitable 
for the manufacture of paper. That this plant grows in prodi- 
gious quantity on the coast of Victoria. That in the year 1856, 
your petitioner sent a quantity of the raw material to Maidstone, in 
England, in order to be tested by actual manufacture, and your 
petitioner can show specimens of the paper then made therefrom. 
That on receipt of the specimens from England your petitioner 
submitted them to the late Major Korman Gampbell, Registrar- 
General of this Golony of Victoria, by whom they were shown to 
his Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, then governor of the said 
colony, by whom they were recommended to the attention of the 
British Government and advice given to Maior Gampbell to take 
out a patent on behalf of your petitioner. That this was done, and 
your petitioner paid the fees demanded for the same. The patent 
IS dated 18th November, 1857, and is for fourteen years conditional 
upon the payment of certain fees. That Major Gampbell retained 
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said patent in liis own possession instead of forwarding it to your 
petitioner, and that in conseqaence thereof yonr petitioner was un- 
aware of the fact t^at a fee of 15Z. should have been paid to the 
Victorian Grovernment on account of said patent before the expira- 
tion of three years from its date. That the first information your 
petitioner received concerning such fee was by means of a letter, 
dated 11th of December, 1860, from Mr. Oorbett (then a clerk in 
the said Begistrar- General's department) informing your petitioner 
of the expiry of this patent by reason of such non-payment — said 
Major Campbell having then recently died. That the said plant is 
now largely used in England and m this colony by Mr. Samuel 
Bamsden, of Melbourne. That by letter dated 28th January, 1861, 
Sir Henry Barkly; in a despatch drawn up from notes read before 
the Boyal Society, brought the matter before the notice of the home 
government, but neither from the home government nor from any 
other government or society has your petitioner received the con- 
sideration to which your petitioner considers he is entitled. In 
these circumstances your petitioner respectfully appeals to your 
honourable house to give his case its favourable consideration. 

" And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c., 

"Alexander Tolmee." 

During my sojourn in Melbourne, I experimented with Bams- 
den's paper, and by a peculiar chemical process rendered it as hard 
as wood and perfectly impervious to moisture. A similar substance, 
made from vegetable fibre, is now much employed in England in 
the building of railway and other carriages ; it could also be used 
for making racing-boats, on account of being lighter than wood and 
more durable, as it will neither warp nor split when exposed to the 
elements. , 

On my return to Adelaide, I distributed several sheets of papers 
made from the Lepido^perma ffladiata, manufactured by Mr. 
Bamsden, to the Surveyor-General, members of the Legislature, 
and to Dr. Schombur^k : the latter placed a specimen in the 
museum of the Botanical Gardens, where it was on view, and 
shortly afterwards attracted the attention of Mr. Dunlop, a gentle- 
man who had come to the colony on behalf of an English firm to 
make inquiries about material for paper-making, and he expressed 
an opinion that it was superior to the esparto. 

The late much lamented and esteemed J. H. Clarke, Esq., took 
a ^eat interest in the discovery of the plant for pap^-making, and 
delivered a lecture before the Philosophical Society some years ago, 
and when latterly connected with the Register, wrote many interest- 
ing and instructive articles on the subject, which appeared in that 
paper. 

^y experiment I have also discovered another indigenous plant 
adapted for paper-making, for which I have secured a patent in 
this colony. The supply is unlimited in the south-east, and covers 
thousands of square miles. No aniinal will touch it, and wben a 
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fire sweeps oyer a nin the plant c^tiicldy shoots up again, so 
that it 18 inezhanstLble ana requires no care or cultivation; 
its botanical name is Cladi/um filum, generally known as the 
" Cutting grass." I submitted a specimen to Dr. Schomburgk, 
who believes that it will produce an excellent fibre adapted for tke 
manufacture of paper. 

Mr. Turner, M.P., and B. K. Thomas, Esq., when recently in 
Victoria, paid a visit to the Gkselong Paper- AOlls, the manager of 
which expressed considerable solicitude in regard to the dearth of 
paper-making material in Victoria, and questioned his visitors as 
to whether there were any indigenous fibrous plants in Sonth 
Australia which conld be obtained. Remembering my being the 
original discoverer' of such plants, and the endeavours I had 
I)ersistentlj made in bringing prominently to the notice of the 
public their utility, they promised, on their return to Adelaide, to 
speak to me on the snb3ect, which they did accordingly, the result 
being that I promised a parcel of the Cladium filum, from Kobe, 
weighing about 50 lbs., which Mr. B. K. Thomas forwarded to 
the proprietors of the mill, but it does not appear, from sub- 
sequent correspondence, that the plant was experimented upon, 
as shown by tne following extract : — 

"Our manager at the mill has sent to us your letter of Srd 
August, and refers us to a previous report of his as to South 
Australian grass received by him some time since. He says it 
is only suitoble for brown paper, and he fears as the steamer 
freights are so high that it would not be profitable to purchase 
a quantity. We do not know at what price it could bo shipped 
at Adelaide, and have not been able to ascertain what rate per 
ton weight the steamers would charge to deliver it at Greelong, 
and without that information our manager would not be disposed 
to give an order." 

Some vears ago (1868) Mr. William Mullett, formerly a stationer 
in Bundle Street, Adelaide (and who gave favourable evidence in 
respect to my discovery of the plant Lepidospenna gladiata, 
before the Board appointed by the Grovemment in 1856), relin- 
quished his business, and engaged in manipulating the plant into 
fibre for making mattresses. He established himself first in a 
building in Gilbert Place, and then removed to Port Adelaide. 
Finding, however, that he could not carry on this branch of 
industry without assistance, he petitioned the House of Assembly 
on the 9th June, 1870, showing that he was by trade apaper- 
maker, and had studied the qualities of various fibres. That in 
the year 1866 I had brought under his notice a certain indigenous 
fibrous plant, which grew extensively in this colony, and was 
adapted for the purpose of making into paper, rope, beds, Ac. 
Ihat I sent some of the plant to England which was made into 
^J-^^oge-paper, but that it was found that the cost of the freight 
of the raw plant prohibited its profitable export. That he^en 
turned his attention to the means of extracting the fibre of the 
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plant from its organic matter, whicli was half its balk. That 
ne sncceeded in doing so in a small way with means and ap- 
pliances ill-adapted for the purpose, but sufficient to show that 
the manufacture of the plant could be made a valuable export. 
That he believed that large quantities of the plant grew in various 
parts of this province, and that it was a valaable corrugated 
fibre, well adapted for making either white or grey paper, and 
that in the then dearth of fibre for that purpose, both in England 
and America, the demand for it would, be very extensive. He 
therefore humbly prayed that the House would be pleased to grant 
a bonus of the sum of 20002. for the first 100 tons of the fibre proved 
to be manufactured from the indigenous plant," &c. 

A committee of the House was subsequently appointed, and 
on the 26th August, 1870, recommended that a bonus of 2000L 
be offered by the Government for the first 600 tons of fibre pro- 
duced in the colony. 

The witnesses examined before the said committee were, Messrs. 
R. B. Smith, C. J. Valentine, 0. Bonney, and Dr. Schomburgk. 
Mr. Smith was chiefly questioned upon the subject of price, but 
his replies only went to show that the inquiry was rather pre- 
mature. He had sent home samples of the fibre, in order that its 
merits for paper-making, as compared with esparto, grass, should 
be tested ; but he had then received nothing more than an acknow- 
ledgment of his communication, and an intimation that the 
article against which the fibre would have to compete was valued 
at 14/. a ton. He had no doubt of there being an extensive 
demand, if price did not prove itself an obstacle. Dr. Schom- 
burgk, as an expert, was asked whether cutting the plant would 
destroy the root, and his reply was emphatically in the negative, 
provided that about six iuches in length was left above ground. 
Messrs. Yalentine and Bonney were examined, principally as to 
the habitat and properties of the plant. It grew luxuriously 
about the Coproug, and particularly in the strip of country 
between the sheet of wal^r and the sea. Beyond that on to 
Kingston, it was to be found in large patches, and it was not 
unknown in portions of the south-east, on Yorke's Peninsula, and 
in the Port Lincoln district. At a rough estimate it covered 
thousands of acres, and from one cutting would yield an enor- 
mous quantity of fibre. It had the credit of being a very hardy 
plant. Bush fires did not kill it, and it only succumbed if the 
tender shoots which it sent forth, after being burned down, were 
eaten off. It grew generally on poor, sandy soil, and was popu- 
larly known as a black grass or black flag. It was admitted that 
to cut it annually would be beneficial to the country. 

The petitioner, however, eventually failed in the enterprise for 
want of sufficient funds, had he in the first instance confined 
himself to simply working the plant into pulp for making paper, 
which, when dry, could have been packed in bales, and pressed like 
wool, and shipped to England, ine continent, and other places, 

VOL; I. X 
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where paper material is in great demand, lie wonld, ere this, have 
realized an ample fortune, and benefited me as well. 

In closing this chapter I maintain that I have clearly shown 
that this cotony possesses a mine of wealth in these nnnsed fibrous 
plants, and if an enterprising capitalist, or influential firm were to 
establish a mill to manufacture them into pulp for exportation 
only, a fortune would result from the adventure. The cost of 
such a factory would not exceed 6000L, including buildings and 
machinery, which I would recommend should be erected at the 
Springs Lake, St. Clair, Robe, in the neighbourhood of which 
the said plants grow in abundance, besides having the advantage 
of a safe harbour for shipping purposes. 



OHAPTEB XXVL 

Boat expeditioii to Kangaroo Island in puraait of a gang of desperadoes^ 

headed by Qilkes. 

BEPEBBiNa to a former chapter, I stated that in consequence of 
suffering from the effect ot a horse accident, I was obliged to 
return to Adelaide from Port Lincoln to obtain medical advice, 
and sailed in a small craft called the Governor Gawler, belonging 
to Captain Underwood, who, with a Frenchman, formed the entire 
crew. 

One day, about the latter end of July, or beginning of August, 
1844, the said vessel was becalmed off Kangaroo Island, opposite 
a place known as Western Biver. As she lay thus motionless 
on the placid water a small boat was observed to leave the island, 
and approach the vessel. Its occupants were three men, who, upon 
coming alongside, requested the captain to lend them a bag of 
flour, some sugar, tea, &c., promising to repay the loan at no 
distant date. Uaptain Underwood at first declined, but upon the 
repetition of the request, which had more the colour of a threat, 
and as they had fire-arms likewise, he deemed it prudent to let 
them have what they wanted. After getting into their boat, and 
when about to shove off, the most forward of the three asked 
Jr® ^P**"^. ^ ^® ''^ojs going to Adelaide, to which he replied in 
the^rmative. " Well, then," said he, " when you get there caU 
at Government House and tell the Governor that you have seen 
trUkes, and if he likes to send his poUce the first shot will be 

«IL«^®^i, ®^®;,*^^ ^« next through!" With this impudent 
swagger they puUed away towards the shore. 
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Having thus premised, it is necessary I should first give the 
reader a brief history of this daring rascal, and the mffians with 
whom I afterwards found him associated. George Gilkes was 
formerly a corporal in the 96th Eegiment of Foot, a detadbnent 
of which was stationed in Adelaide. Finding the military service 
distasteful he resolved upon deserting, but was subsequently 
captured at Kangaroo Island, tried, and sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was- again compelled 
to rejoin his regiment. Thus, seeing that the offence of desertion 
did not absolve him from service, he organized a party consisting 
of some gaol-birds, whose acquaintance he had made whilst in 
gaol, and then stole a dingey and oars, &c., from one Eobert 
Snowden, on the 29th June, 1844, at Lefever's Peninsula. 
Previous to this robbery, two convicts belonging to the 
50th Eegiment of Foot, named Henry Worthy and Joseph 
Blundell, transported from Swan River to Van Diemen's Land, 
arrived at Port Adelaide in the Yvxefny and escaped during the 
night, after cutting the rivets of their irons. 

It subsequently transpired that a notorious character, who lived 
at Port Adelaide, named Buck, clandestinely supplied them 
with a file, with which they freed themselves from their heavy 
shackles ; this having been accomplished, Buck then came alongside 
the Vixen in the night, and took them away in his cutter, and 
landed them at Kangaroo Island, for which he received some 
consideration. 

Not long after their escape tiie captain of the Vixen (Owen) 
offered a reward of 201. for their recapture, as he was under a 
heavy bond to deliver both convicts to the authorities in Van 
Diemen's Land. One day, Buck seeing Captain Owen seated in 
Tanner's cart, immediately took a seat by his side, and, after 
proceeding some distance towards Adelaide, Buck said, — 

" Well, captain, you haven't heard anything about those fellows 
yet, have you P " 

" No," repKed he. 

" Ah ! " rejoined Buck, " if you will only double the reward I'll 
tell you where they are." 

Tne old villain's ruse, however, did not succeed, as the captain 
declined to increase the amount. Upon the escape of these men, 
and subsequent report to the police of the robbery of the boat in 
question, I started with a party of troopers in pursuit, but although 
the country was scoured in every direction incessantiy for several 
weeks, and every inlet along the coast, where they might have 
landed, was carefully examined, no trace of any of the fugitives 
could be obtained, and consequently we had to relinquish the 
search. 

I confess feeling very much dissatisfied and vexed at this ill- 
success, because in no prior instance had the South Australian 
Mounted Police been ^iled in their object, which at that time 

X 2 
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gained for them the sobriquet of ^ Colonel Gawler*8 Bloodhounds." 
Onr fmitless search, however, was not to be wondered at, bei^ose 
no one coold for a moment have dreamt that the rascals wonM 
have attempted to reach Kangaroo Island in snch a cockle-shell, 
and it was equally improbable that Bnck's vile action in the 
matter of the escape oi the two convicts conld have entered the 
brain of any one. 

Upon arrival at the port. Captain Underwood lost no time in 
proceeding to Adelaide, and caUing upon his Excellency Governor 
Urey to deliver the impudent message of which he was the bearer. 
Shortly after Captain Underwood's interview with his Excellency, it 
being then between eight and nine o'clock p.m., the governor's root- 
man came to the barracks with a message that his Excellency deshred 
to see me, with which I immediately complied, and was then made 
acquainted with the particulars of Captain Underwood*8 meeting 
with Gilkes. His Excellency then said, " Well, Mr. Tolmer, what 
do ^ou think of the fellow's saucy challenge P " To which I 
rephed, " If your Excellency will permit me, I will gladly acc^ 
it. " Of course," he rejoined, ** I knew you would, and it was ror 
that purpose I sent for you." His Excellencry then went on to 
say, '* Now, these rascaLs must be captured, ana if necessary I wOl 
sanction the expense of chartering a vessel for the purpose." I 
then assured his Excellency there was no need of incurring any 
expenditure in the matter ; all that I required was a whale-boat 
properly found with oars, lug-sail, Ac. "Very well, then," he 
added, " I will give you a written order on Captain Lipson, the 
harbour- master, to fit out and place at your disposal the best pilot- 
boat in the service," which he did accordingly. I then intimated 
that I purposed starting at once, in order to get out of the river 
with my men before daybreak, because probably Gilkes and his 
associates had friends in the port who might manage to precede 
me, and convey intelligence of our movements, thereby im- 
peding the successful issue of the expedition. Hi« Excellency 
naving cordially concurred with the proposal, shook me heartily by 
the hand and wished me every success. 

By this time it was about ten o'clock, and on reaching the 
barracks I ordered the muster-roll to be called, after which I briefly 
told the men that I required volunteers to start immediately upon 
an important boat service to iCangaroo Island. But upon the 
whole stepping forward to offer their services, I explained that 
although i felt exceedingly gratified with their zeal, I only re- 
quired half a dozen, and, m order that there might not be any 
jealousy as to who should go' and who remain, I desired them to 
draw lots, and inform me immediately the result. This being 
quickly done, and the names of the six men who were to go having 
been handed over to me, I then more particularly expmined the 
nature of the service they were going upon, and enjoined them to 
be prompt in getting ready, and to see that their arms and ammu- 
nition, AC., were in efficient order, swords, of course, being dis- 
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pensed with. The result was, that in less than half an hour we 
were on the way to the port. 

Previous to starting, I wrote and despatched an order to Sergeant 
Nanghton, stationed at Willnnga, to join the party, and informed 
him that I would put in at Eapid Bay for him next day. Aware 
that the sergeant had formerly served in a whaler with the late 
Captain Hart, I thought he might be of great assistance in steering 
the whale-hoat, hence my object in adding him to the expedition. 

On arrival at the port, I proceeded at once to the residence of 
Captain Lipson, who by that time had retired to rest. In answer 
to my repeated knocks, however, he opened an upstairs window, 
and demanded my business, which having explained, he quickly 
slipped on part of his dress, and admitted me into the house. I 
then handed over his Excellency's note, which he endorsed with a 
memorandum to the assistant harbour-master, who at that time 
occupied a small cottage on the other side of the stream. 

Without loss of time, therefore, I secured the first boat I could 
find near the steps, and pulled across, and after knocking at several 
cottages and reluctantly disturbing the inmates out of a sound 
sleep, I found the rignt one. Captain Quin (who is at present 
the much-esteemed harbour-master) at once bestirred himself, 
returned with me across the river, and in a very short time fitted 
me out with the necessary boat, &c. ; he likewise assisted me to 
procure an ample supply of provisions, such as flour, tea, sugar, 
bacon, biscuits, including a small keg of rum ; obtained from the 
bonded stores a canvas tent, an axe, and several other indis- 
pensable articles for such an expedition. 

Having got everything in the boat, and seen that the police cart 
and spare horses were quietly sent back to town without attracting 
notice, we shoved off, and, as fortunately there was a nice easterly 
breeze blowing, we hoisted the lug-sail, and very soon (phantom 
like) left the port a long way behind. After i)assing the light-ship, 
which we reached before daylight, the wind and tide contmued to 
favour us, so that by about nine o'clock we were abreast of the 
Onkaparinga Biver, where we landed and had breakfast, after 
which we continued to skirt the coast and put in at Eapid Bay, 
where I was glad to find Sergeant Naughton nad already arrived. 
Consequently, very little delay occurred before we were once more 
bowling along towards Kangaroo Island.^ 

XJpoipi neanng Hog Bay 1 descried, with the help of a telescope, 
two figures on the rocks, and gave orders for most of the police to 
lay down in the bottom of the boat, thinking that they might be 
two of Gilkes* gang, in which case they would doubtless hastily 
retreat in the scrub, if suspicious as to who we were. As we 
approached nearer and nearer, however, and rounded the reef into 

' The party then consisted of myself. Sergeant Naughton, Lanco- 
Corporal McCuUoch, and Police-Troopers Lamb, Geharty, Burridge, Barber, 
Borgon, and Shaw. 
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the boat harbonr, I recognized the figares to be those of two men I 
had seen on a former visit, named W. Bagg and C. Thompson. 

After beaching the boat, they came towards ns and assisted to 
hanl her np, and also gave a willing hand to pitch the tent, and 
stow away the provisions, &c. We then lit a fire, and some 
excellent water having been procured from a spring plose at hand, 
we made tea and had snpper. ' 

I may here mention tnat this natural spring is one of great 
historical interest, as being the spot where the £Vench navigator, 
Baudin, watered his ship, Xa QSograjphiet in 1803, and before 
quitting the anchorage in the bay caused the circumstance to be 
recorded on a prominent slate rock, which to this day is quite 
distinct. I subsequently took a rough sketch of the rock tablet and 
its surroundings, with a facsimile of the inscription, and suggested 
to the Philosophical Society scmie years ago the removal of the 
reHc to Adelaide with a view to its preservation ; but it was over- 
ruled by some of the members. But to return. By this time it 
was qnite dark, and, as we sat by the camp-fire, I cai^essly asked 
Bagg if he had seen an^ strangers in the neighbourhood P to which 
he replied in the negative. It then occurred to me to offer him 
and his mate a glass of rum, to indace them to be more loquacious ; 
but, although they swallowed that and a second stiff one with 
great relish and gusto, they were as dose as oysters on the subject 
of the gang we were after, and pretended they had not even heard 
of any one living at Western Eiver. Finding it unavailing to 
question them any longer, I hinted that we were desirous of taking 
some rest, which they understood and retired. 

Bagg's cottage stood on the top of a sand-hill overlooking the bay, 
and consequently was in view from our canm. When the lig^ht 
seen at the winaow was extinguished, and after allowing the in- 
mates suf&cient time to fall into a sound sleep, I gave orders in an 
undertone to the men to strike the tent, and replace all the stores.. 
&G.t in the boat, which we again launched. We then pulled silently 
out of the harbour along the coast, and then crossed American 
Eiver, at the entrance oi which (Morrison's Point) an old sailor, 
named Jacobs, lived a solitary, hermit kind of life, with the 
intention of surprising his hut, thinking probably some of the 
gang might be there, as he was known to have harboured Gilkes 
on a former occasion and supplied him with food. 

Having selected a spot on the rocks where to land, I directed the 
boat to be steered thereto, and sprung ashore with Sergeant 
Naughton, giving orders to Police-Trooper Shaw to stand off and 
on, but keep out of sight of the hut. The sergeant and myself 
then circled round in the bush towards the hut, which, upon 
coming in siffht of, we noticed the front door open, and that old 
Jacobs was already astir, although it was only just daybreak. In 
the excitement of springing from the bow of the boat to tiie rocks, 
upon which the surf broke with considerable force, each of us 
forgot to secure a weapon, whereupon I said to Sergeant Naughton, 
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"Never mind, seize a mallee stick and follow me." We then 
mslied forward and entered the hut, and partially closed the 
door after ns. Not many minutes afterwards we heard Jacobs' 
footstep, and as he crossed the threshold I throttled him, at the 
same time asking in a low voice, whether any strangers were 
about. 

The poor old man was so terribly frightened at first that he 
could not utter a word, but after he had somewhat recovered his 
composure, he frankly replied to my interrogatories. He said 
he had not seen any strangers lately, except my two men, who 
came to his hut two days before from Hog Bay for some Epsom 
Baits for Bagg, who was very ill, but not having any he advised 
them to go up the river to Frank Potts, who, no doubt, would be 
able to supply them. They said they belonged to the mounted police, 
and were looking after bushrangers ; both were armed, one with a 
double and the other with a single-barrel gun. He likewise 
described their dress — one of them wore a remarkable wallaby 
skin-cap. 

After having gleaned the foregoing facts, I deemed it prudent 
to let Jacobs continue under the belief that the account these men 
gave of themselves was perfectly correct, and to reassure him, I 
added, — 

" Ah ! quite right ! quite right ! that was Trooper Smith 
and Jones ; I sent them on special duty in advance to make 
inquiries about Gilkes, and a party of outlaws, who have settled 
somewhere to the west w aid of the island." 

Having signalled the boat, she was brought into the little 
creek, and, after being made fkst, we had breakfast, intending 
immediately after the meal to pull up the river to Potts* place, 
in the hope of falling in with the two suspicious characters who, 
for some purpose of their own, were thus personating mem- 
bers of the police force. The fact also of there being strangers in 
those parts, of whom Bagg and Thompson had deliberately denied 
any knowledge, made the circumstance still more mysterious and 
occult, and accordingly after breakfast we a^ain got into the boat, 
and proceeded some distance up American Biver, and landed where 
Mr. Buick, sen., now resides. After leaving a sufficient number of 
men in charge of the boat, we struck into tne bush, which in those 
early days was dense, and stealthily approached the hut. Upon 
coming m sight we rushed forward, and as we did so two or three 
rough-looking characters quickly issued from the doorway. Being 
in m)nt of my party, I seized the foremost of these, and had him 
on his back in an instant, and held him in that position with my 
knee on his chest, and left hand on his throat, whilst with my 
right I held a pistol at his head, and demanded, "Who are 
youP" To which he replied, "Potts." Whereupon I sprung 
up and apologized for the rough treatment he had received, 
as well as that of his men, who had been similsirly handled 
by the troopers, adding in explanation that we were in search 
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of a Rang of bnslirangers, some of whom very possiblT miglit 
liave been in his hat. He took all in goodhnmonr, however, 
and langhed at the incident. I then asked him if any strangers 
had visited his place of late P To which he replied that 
two men had been there who represented themselves as 
police troopers. They said they had volunteered to come 
for some 'ifpsom salts for Bagg, at Hog Bay, who was taken 
suddenly ilL 

I f urtiier gathered that after supplying them with the required 
medicine, he had pht them across the nver in his boat on their 
return to Hog Bay. As myself and men greatly required sleep, 
after being two nights without, we returned to where the boat was 
hauled up, and laid down ; and after some hours' rest, I purposed 
once more pulling back to Hog Bay, where under cover of the 
night, I hoped to secure the two impostors, who I began to think 
were Gilkes' scouts. 

I have often heartily laughed at the recollection of mv first 
meeting with Frank Potts, who for many years has since been a 
resident at Langhome's Creek, engaged cultivating an extensive 
vineyard, and wine-making. One meets with extraordinary 
characters through life, but I doubt whether his equal could lie 
found anywhere ; in appearance a stranger would take him to be a 
poor, overworked labourer, with a thija face, spare figure, long 
unkempt hair, and invariably wearing his shirt-sleeves tucked-up ; 
altogetner a most uncouth-looking person, and yet this man is a 
I)erfect genius ! There is not a single thing, mechanical or other- 
wise, undertaken by him which he does not succeed in accom- 
plishing. He is his own builder, carpenter, cooper, smith, shoe- 
maker, and has even manufactured a piano ; and being withal a 
book- worm, his conversation is most interesting and instructive. 
As a boat-builder there is not a better in the colony ; several very 
fast yachts have been built by him — one especially (for Mr. Allan 
McFarlane, of Wellington), the Faaquin; he likewise built for 
Messrs. J. and A. Cooke the celebrated cutter SwaUow, which has 
traded for many years between Kingston and Port Adelaide, with 
the regularity of a steamer, and is now the property of the 
Colonial Grovemment. Mr. Potts, I believe, has no relatives in 
the colony except a sister, who is married to Sir Henry Ayers, 
M.L.C. 

Having enjoyed a refreshing sleep, after partaking of a hasty meal 
we got into our boat, and pushed off. It was then quite dark, but by 
the time we reached Hog Bay the moon was bright and clear, and 
being high-tide enabled us to steer safely into the little boat-har- 
bour called the Basin, where we landed. I then told ofiE some of the 
men to remain in charge of the boat, and ordered the rest to follow 
me to Bagg's hut. After ascending the steep bank from the beach, 
we commenced crawling on our hands and knees, but had not 

Proceeded thus more than a few jards, when I suddenly placed my 
and on an enormous snake, which in getting away gave my arm a 
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yigorons jerk, and as I spmng up from tlie shock, 1 called to the men 
to " look out." The reptile then quickly wrif^gled past them, and 
disappeared down the ascent. For my part, I confess, I was for a 
moment quite unnerved, the occurrence being so unexpected and 
startling. The sensation was similar to a powerful electric shock, 
which I shall never forget, as reminding me of the feeling experi- 
enced, when shot in the breast in Portugal as described in the begin- 
ning of these memoirs. Upon reaching Bagg's cottage, which we 
approached silently, I placed a couple of men at the back, whilst 
myself and Sergeant Naughton went to the front. After listening 
a few moments at the window, I distinctly recognized among the 
speakers the voice of a stranger, and thereupon knocked at the 
door. Bagg then demanded who was there, to which I replied, 
" Police, open the door ! " which startling announcement 
apparently disconcerted the inmates, as much whispering followed. 
I then quickly repeated the summons to open the door, and 
threatened to break it open unless immediately admitted, and as 
an earnest of my intentions, gave two or three vigorous kicks, 
which had the desired effect. 

Upon entering the room, Bagg began to offer some explanation 
in respect to a stranger who sat by ttie fire, but 1 peremptorily told 
him to hold his tongue, and refused to hear a word, after the 
deliberate lies he had told me. By this time the police having 
entered, and closed the door, I advanced towards the man referred 
to, who was leaning over the fire, smoking a pipe at a furious 
rate, and asked his name. Whereupon he slightly turned his head 
round towards me, and in the haw-haw style, said, — 

" Are you addressing yourself to me, sir P " 

" Certainly," I replied. " Moreover, I want to know who you are, 
and what business you have on the island ? " 

" Ton my word," he answered, " this is most extraordinary 
conduct towards a gentleman, sir. I decidedly object to be thus 
interfered with, and questioned." 

I then quietly intimated that unless he gave a satisfactory 
account of himself, I should arrest him on suspicion. 

" Well, sir, if you will insist, my name is McDonald." 

" What are your pursuits, Mr. McDonald P " 

" Sir, I am a squatter.'* 

" Oh ! indeed, where may you have a station P '* 

** My station is at — haw — Mount Barker." 

" Strange," I replied, " T am well acquainted with the squatters 
and sheep- stations at Mount Barker, but I confess, I never heard 
of your name before ; and pray whereabouts is the station 
situated P" 

" Haw I Well, at the back of Mount Barker. 

I then observed, " You have a companion, I believe ; where is 
hep" 

'* Oh, that is my servant. He is gone somewhere along the 
coast." 
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Perceiriog a single-barrel gun in the comer of the hut, I 
asked whether that was his gun, to which he replied in the 
affirmative. 

** Now, Mr. McDonald, it appears that jonrself and servant have 
of late been personating the poKce, which is a misdemeanour, 
and severely punishable by law. 

This appeared to be a home'thmst, and for a moment tiie fellow 
was at a loss for a reply. He then in a confidential manner, and 
lowering his voice, sa^ — 

" The feu^ is, I am in trouble through some very nnfortonate 
speculations in sheep and cattle. I have lost quite a fortune, and 
tne bailiffs this very moment are in occupation of my homestead, 
Ac., Ac." 

•* Very sad indeed," I replied, " and if you are really in such 
stress I pity you. Of course, my functions ^o not interfere with 
cases of debt, but only with criminals, such as bushrangers aud 
runaway convicts." 

I noticed that the rascal seemed to wince at these remarks, but 
made no reply. I then called Sergeant Naughton outside, and gave 
him orders to keep his eye on the fellow's movements and conduct, 
because although not actually arrested he was virtually in custody, 
as I firmly believed him and his mate to be runaway convicts and 
bushrangers. The next morning he was permitted to eo hither 
and thither, which completely threw him on his guard, and he then 
tried to ^11 Bagg and his wife that he had a bag of sovereigns 
" planted " in the bush, and made an offer to purchase his cottage, 
a small fiock of goats, and a few head of cattle. This was ac^r^ 

rn, and searcn was subsequently made for the hidden gold, in 
which Sergeant Naughton assisted, but of course the " cachet " 
could not be found. He likewise told a plausible tale of having 
seen the ghost of a man who had been murdered near Hc^ Bay, 
and so worked upon the imagination of his dupes that they beHeved 
his story. 

In the meantime, leaving two men with Sergeant Naughton, I 
started in the whale-boat for Antechamber Bay, where I had ascer- 
tained McDonald's mate had gone, and arrested him in one of 
Nat Thomas's huts, about midnight, on a charge of bdng a runa- 
way convict, which he did not deny. The fellow was in bed, and, 
be/ore I sdlowed him to dress, I examined his back, which was fear- 
fully scarred with the lash. He had a double-barrel gun, which 
we secured. It was loaded with ball. 

Upon my return to Hog Bay with the prisoner, I was met at 
the landmg by Mrs. Bagg, a coarse, vulgar creature, who lodged a 
complaint against her husband for brutally assaulting her. She 
certainly appeared to have been very much ill-used ; her eyes were 
both black and swollen, her hair dishevelled, and she was crying 
bitterl y. Upon subsequently investigating the complaint, it appeared 
that Mrs. Bagg had been coquetting witn Mr. McDonald, who went 
by the name of Gentleman John, and as the assault was simply 
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a common one, and none of the police were witness to it, I took 
no further action ia the matter, but simply cautioned Bagg. 

After receiving Sergeant Nau^hton's report respecting Gentleman 
John's antics, I at once arrested him on a similar charge to that of 
his mate, and desired the sergeant to handcuff him. Before doing 
so, however, I ordered his shirt to be removed, and found that, like 
his mate, his back was gashed all over, evidently showing that he 
had received not one, but many floggings with the cat. He then 
commenced in the most piteous manner to implore me to release 
him, but Ending that I was obdurate, he began crying, and 
admitted that he was a runaway convict from Norfolk Island, and 
if sent back there, he was a murdered man. I told him it was 
not likely I should liberate him after making that confession, but 
even if he had not done so, I had resolved to take him in 
custody on suspicion, and lodge him in gaol pending inquiries. 

The wind being fair, we started without any further delay for 
Eangscote, where we arrived in due time. The person in charge 
of the South Australian Company's property there (Mr. Wood- 
riffe) at once came to meet us on the beach, and welcomed uS, 
as he said the settlers had heard of Gilkes and his band to the 
westward, and were in terror regarding them. At my request 
he kindly placed at my disposal tiie empty house which had been 
formerly occupied by the late Dr. Harvey, for the use of the police, 
and likewise as a temporary gaol. It was built of stone, in good 
repair, and in every way convenient and well adapted for the 
puipose. 

Having accepted Mr. Woodriffe's hospitality for the night, I 
removed to his residence on the hiU — a neat weatherboard cottage 
with front verandah, enclosed in a garden, from which a splendid 
sea view was obtained of the gulf, and backstairs passage, with 
the bold and picturesque land about Cape Jervis on the one side, and 
the high perpendicular cliffs of part of Kangaroo Island on the 
other. During the evening I gathered a great deal of valuable 
information from Mr. Woodriffe respecting Gilkes, his associates, 
and their doings. He said they all lived together at Western 
Biver, and occupied a small stone building with port-holes left 
in the walls, through which the inmates could fire in the event of 
an attack from outside. They had two native women living with 
them, who assisted in snaring and catching wallaby, the skins of 
which they sold, and sometimes brought to the settlement for that 
purpose, or exchanged them for flour, tea, sugar, &c. It was the 
opinion of Mr. Woodriffe, however, that this mode of life was only 
a temporary one, their ultimate intention being to seize a passing 
vessel when a favourable opportunity offered. 

Early next morning, on my way down to where the men were 
quartered, Police-Trooper Shaw informed me that, from what he 
had overheard, some dissatisfaction existed amongst the men, in 
respect of the danger of navigating the whale-boat along an 
exposed coast, whereupon I quickly called to the men to faU in, 
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and told them I was glad to mform tbem I had reliable informa- 
tion as to the whereaboais of Gilkes and his companions, which 
was only distant aboat fifty miles from Point Marsden. Con- 
sequently, with the fair easterly wind which was then blowing, 
we shomd be enabled to reach the spot by night. I then desir^ 
Sergeant Nanghton to see that the men had breakfast quickly, and, 
with the exception of three constables to be left in charge of the 
two prisoners, the rest were to prepare the boat for an immediate 
start ; but, to my ntter dismay and disgust, he decidedly refused 
to proceed in the boat, adding something about danger, his family, 
Ac I naturally flew into a violent passion, and rated him soundly 
for his conduct, remarking that I nad myself a family dependent 
upon me for support. I felt the situation the more, because I 
had especially selected him, and gone out of my way for him to 
join the party, thinking he would afford me his support in case 
of need, and be my ** right-hand man," instead of wnich he was 
the first to instil distrust and insubordination amongst the little 
band. I then ordered him to step aside, and next called Lance- 
Corporal McCulloch to prepare to start, but he likewise declined 
to proceed unless the sergeant did. 

Being thus utterly at a loss what to do under the trying circum- 
stances, I told them they were suspended from duty, and that I 
had no further authority over them. Shaw then stepped forward 
and said, " 1*11 follow you, Mr. Tolmer, through fire and water." 
I thank^ him heartily for his confidence, and then inquired of 
Mr. Woodriffe, whether I could engage the services of one or two 
men who knew the coast, and were acquainted with the manage- 
ment of a whale-boat, for which service I would pay them liberally. 
He at once said there was no difficulty in procuring two such men, 
and did so accordingly. Mr. Woodrine then offered himself as a 
volunteer to accompany the party, an offer I willingly accepted. 

After a hasty breakfast we launched the boat, taking a sufficient 
supply of provisions for three or four days. When aoout to em- 
baric, the sergeant and corporal begged of me to overlook their 
offence, and consider it merely as a misconception on their part, 
and permit them to join the l)oat party. I intimated in reply that 
I willingly conceded their re(][ue8t, but that, nevertheless, it would 
be my duty to report the circumstance to the Commissioner of 
Police on my return to headquarters, which I did accordingly. 
The result was that Mr. Finniss penned a general order on tne 
subject, commenting thereon, but that in consequence of the 
expedition having been successful, their delinquency was forgiven, 
and a bonus of H. was awarded to each man. 

After rounding Point Marsden, we ran down the coast with a 
fair wind, my object bein^ to skirt the shore, so as to land quickly 
and unobserved at any inhabited spot, and thus surprise any of 
Gilkes' crew who might perchance be there before they could 
ep % expedient, however, could not be carried out in con* 
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sequence of a reef of rocks which lay immediately athwart our 
course, and compelled us to keep well outside, by which means we 
gained a considerable offing, from which position I descried a cot- 
tage and two men watchmg our progress from the sand-hills, 
whereupon (being steering at the time) I made direct for the 
landing, but before we could reach it we observed an uncouth, 
dirty-looking fellow rush out of the hut, armed with a gun, fol- 
lowed by another, and then a third, who immediately made for the 
dense scrub at the back. Seeing this, I sprung out of the boat 
into the water up to my neck, and waded on shore, quickly fol- 
lowed by several of the police, and cave chase, but the fugitives 
had too much the start of us ; and mhough we beat the bash in 
every direction until dark, we had to give up the pursuit. 

Or course I was perfectly satisfied that we had suddenly fallen 
in with some of the gang ; but although I interrogated the two 
islanders respecting their visitors, they were very reticent, and 
denied any knowledge of them, except that they came from the 
westward m a boat. Upon further inquiry as to where the boat 
was, they replied, " Oh, look about.'* Accordingly, after a diligent 
search along the beach and groping in the darkness, we found a 
good-sized dingey concealed in the scrub, with oars, sail, Ac, 
complete, which subsequently proved to be the one stolen from 
Snowden at the port. In it also were about five hundred wallaby 
skins. I then had the dingey, &c., removed in front of the hut 
for safety, thinking that an attempt would probably be made 
during the night to obtain possession of it and put to sea, and in 
its place posted a couple of policemen to watch, with orders to 
give immediate notice if anything transpired. In the hurry of 
quitting the hut, the fellows had left a newly-baked " damper," a 
gun, some tea, sugar, &c., and their blankets, which I hoped would 
be another inducement for them to return, and endeavour to secure 
with the assistance of the islanders. Whilst myself and the men 
were changing our wet garments, one of the sentries suddenly gave 
an alarm, whereupon we rushed outside the hut, but only got a 
glimpse of the three rascals as they re-entered the scrub, into 
which it was fruitless to follow, for they could not be tracked as 
they wore moccasins and were too nimble of foot. 

Early next morning after breakfast, at the suggestion of Ser- 

feant ^aughton, I sailed right away from the island, leaving him, 
iance- Corporal McGulloch and Shaw in the hut, which expedient 
would doubtless have resulted in the capture of the men, because, 
as anticipated, they stealthily reapproached the hut after seeing 
the boat leave the land and stand off, imagining the coast was 
clear ; and one of them actually had his leg down Qie low chimney, 
by which means they intended to effect an entry. Unfortunately, 
however, one of the watchers either sneezed or coughed inoppor- 
tunely, when they made off again like frightened deer, and were 
out of sight when the police rushed out. 
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After standing ofE the shore some distance, I again altered my 
course and neared the coast-line, which we followed. The wind 
continued to be favourable but light, and consequently we made 
but little progress, and moreover were much retarded on account 
of having to put in at every place where wallaby trappers were 
located ; amongst these was old Warlans, dubbed " Governor " on 
account of his long residence on the island. These primitive 
settlers earned a precarious living by sealing and catching wallaby, 
which, in the days I am writing aoout, were exceedingly nume- 
rous, the skins being sold or exchanged for rum and tobacco 
obtained from American whaling-vessels which frequented the 
coast, or otherwise disposed of to the Adelaide merchants at 
about 3«. per dozen, whereas, at the present time, they are worth 
2/., in consequence of the animal having become almost extinct. 
The skins, when properly tanned and prepare^., make excellent 
boots and shoes, equal to kid in softness, but much more durable. 
The flesh of the Kangaroo Island wallaby also is most nutritious 
and excellent eating, and, strange to say, differs entirely from the 
species found on the mainland. The skin likewise is very inferior 
and valueless for tanning purposes. 

As the evening closed over us, the moon rose with unusual 
brightness and splendour, lighting up the high precipitous cliffs 
along which we glided. Suddenly, however, the aspect of the 
scene changed like magic, in consequence of the moonlit locks 
terminating abruptly, caused by a small but deep inlet, which 
aRRumed a dark cavernous appearance, into which we silently 
steered without meeting with any obstruction or difficulty, and 
then entered a narrow stream, where we landed on a grassy bank. 
This, then, I gathered from our guides was Western River, the 
abode of Gilkes and his followers, who were located about a 
quarter of a mile from where we were. As it was now necessary 
to act with the greatest caution, I enjoined the men not to speaK 
above a whisper, and shortly afterwards I started singly up the 
valley to reconnoitre the position of the dwelling, &c., which I 
found was built in the shape of a lean-to, with a thatch roof. Part 
of the hill had been excavated and formed the back of the struc- 
ture, which was of stone, and faced a piece of level ground and a 
small vegetable garden, through which the river (wmch there was 
fresh) meandered. Perfect silence reigned around, the inmates 
being apparently asleep. 

Having thus mastered the situation, I returned silently to the 
boat, and at once resolved upon adopting the following plan of 
operation, in the which I was heartily supported by the men, in- 
cluding Mr. Woodriffe and the two lioatmen, who were overjoyed 
with anticipation at the fun and excitement which would result. 

In the first place I ordered a fire to be lit out of si^ht behind a 
steep rock, and after having seen to the condition of the arms, &c., 
<* each police trooper had handcuffs, I instructed one of 
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them to cross the streamlet, thence proceed along the slope of the 
hill, and then take np a position m the flat south of the hut, 
another to take post opposite the front, and a third to the north 
of "Oie building, whilst I would myself make a detour to the 
back of the hut, and with a fire-stick set fire to the roof, at sight 
of which the whole party were to rush forward and secure each 
affrighted inmate as he attempted to escape through the door- 
way. 

Being satisfied that each man thoroughly understood the part 
he was to take, we separated, and proceeded! silently to our re- 
spective stations. 

After a sufficient time had elapsed I applied the lighted stick to 
the grass thatch, which in a moment was in a blaze, we then 
simultaiieously rushed to the front door, but as no one attempted 
to make his exit we forced it open, when to our utter astonishment 
not a living thing was inside, except a cat, which as it madly flew 
out, nearly knocked me down. 

By the blaze of the burning roof and rafters we perceived that 
the building was entirely empty, with the exception of a few 
articles, such as a camp-oven, tea-kettle, &c., and part of a bag of 
flour, being doubtless the remnant of the bag " borrowed " from 
the worthy captain of the Oovemor Oawler, 

Being satished with our night's work, we returned to the whale- 
boat and encamped, and next morning completed the demolition 
of Gilkes' vaunted stronj^hold by razing it 1x> the ground. Upon 
examining the surroundings, fresh tracks of men and dogs were 
distinctly discernible, which we followed some distance, but lost 
amongst the stonv ranges, and as I considered it only waste of 
time to continue the search without the help of trackers, I decided 
upon returning to where Sergeant Kaughton was left, hoping to 
mid that the fellows we had missed were captured. 

Up to the time of leaving Port Adelaide propitious breezes had 
mostly favoured us, but on our return we encountered strong 
head winds and heavy sea, which was hard work — at least, 
I felt it so, as I generally pulled the stroke oar. On the way 
we again called at Cooper's camp, and secured the services of 
one of the Yan Diemen's Land native women named old Bet, 
for the purpose of tracking the bushrangers, and on the second 
day reached our destination, where I was apprised of the ill success 
of Shaw's party as previously related, and to add to my chagrin, 
a native woman arrived from Kingscote, being the bearer of a note 
from Police-constable Lamb, the senior constable in charge of the 
prisoners, informing me that Gentleman John had made his escape* 
Having engaged the additional services of the new-comer, old 
Wauber, who, with the promise of plenty of tucker and tobacco, 
willingly entered into the spirit of nuntmg down the fellows wo 
were ^ter, we made an early start next morning, each carrying 
his own swag. 
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As well as my memory serves me, I left Sergeant Nangliton with 
one constable and the two boatmen I had engaged in charge of 
the whale-boat and stolen dingey, and as the farther services of 
Mr. Woodriffe were no longer required, he returned to Kingscote 
across the bush. Daring we first day's jonmey I gathered from 
oar sable guides that Gilkes was one of tne three men who escaped 
from us, and that they had gone towards Creek Bay ; the others 
of the gang they said were to the south-west, wallaby-hunting, 
with two native women (Sal and Suke), and that we should most 
likely find them at Duck Lagoon. Kot finding them in that 
locauty, however, or faUing in with their tracks, the^ led us to a 
fresh-water creek near Yivon Bay, where we again encamped. 
The country about there differed from any other part of the island, 
the timber being stringy bark, well wooded, and with quartz rocks 
in abundance ; amongst these I found a specimen, with a small 
portion of yellow metal embedded therein, which I have now no 
doubt was gold. Not having in those dajs the most remote idea 
of the existence of the precious metal m these colonies, I was 
careless about preserving the specimen^ and lost it before I quitted 
the island. In the year 1856 I again revisited the spot, accompa- 
nied by two Germans, who had had some experience as gold-diggers 
in Victoria, but although they expressed an opinion that the nature 
of the country was likely te be auriferous, I could not induce them 
te give it a trial, for reasons, they alleged, they were afraid of 
wild animals ; nevertheless, I succeeded in cajoling them before we 
left, to wash some stuff in the bed of the creek, the result beine 
about an ounce of black sand in each tin dish, a specimen of which 
I forwarded te the hon. the chief secretary, accompanied with 
a letter, te which I received a reply (No. *J|*) intimating that the 
sample would be analyzed, but wnether an analysis was ever made 
I have never known. Some years afterwards, however, when 
living at Wellington, I submitted a sample of the sand to Mr. 6. 
W. Goyder, the Sarvevor-General, which he tested in my presence 
with a blow-pi^, and produced several globules, which he pro- 
nounced to be tm. 

During our wanderiags also along the south coast, I observed 
numerous fragmente of a substance resembling piteh, which 
Old Bet teld me there was plenty of among the rocks, and 
that F. Potts and others were in the habit of using it in lieu 
of the imported piteh in paying the seams of the vessels and boate 
built and repaired by them on the island. Some twenty years 
after the above discovery, I was forcibly struck with a resemblance 
between the natural pitch of my island remembrances and the 
New South Wales mineral, wmch was then exhibited at the 
Adelaide Exchange, in consequence of which I obtained six weeks' 
leave of absence from my official duties as Crown Lands Banger, 
and revisited the island. Old Nat Thomas (one of the first 
settlers) and his half-caste daughter, Mrs. Seymour, became mj 
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g^des, and accompanied me to the spot where the petrolenm 
exudes from fissures in the rocks, and SDbseqnently I lodged 
a claim on behalf of myself, Nat Thomas, and his daughter, but 
my claim was disallowed on account of my official position, and 
nothing further came of the venture. My firm belief, however, is 
that coal will eventually be f oimd by boring in the flats and about 
Hog Bay River. 

After a long and fruitless search along the coast, our guides 
retraced their steps in the direction we had come, and then struck 
inland towards the centre of the island, where they said we should 
surely find some of the men we were in c|[uest of encamped at 
a fresh-water lagoon (Murreirs). As an instance of the keen 
sense of smelling which these poor creatures possessed, old Waub 
suddenly halted, and holding her nose, and looking veiy comical, 
said, " Me smell — m smoke ;" but although myseS ana the men 
sniffed the air vigorously, the perception failed us. Shortly after- 
wards we emerged from the scrub and came in sight of an 
extensive lagoon, the rays of the setting sun being Diilliantly 
reflected in its waters. 

Having called a halt I interrogated both women, who explained 
that the bushrangers were on tne other side of the lagoon, which 
must have been at least half a mile from where we stood. Whilst 
the colloquy was going on we were suddenly startled by hearing 
a furious barking of dogs, and thought of course they had been 
alarmed by our approach; but when I expressed my anxiety 
on the subject they Doth laughed heS'itily, making us understand 
that as the wind was south-west, and we were to windward, it was 
impossible for the dogs to have scented us. Hence their cunninp^ 
device in approaching from that (juarter, which enabled them to 
detect the smell of smoke a long distance off*, and avoided the risk 
of alarming the dogs. 

Having obtained all the necessary information I required re- 
specting the kind of wurley, its position and surroundings, &c., 
and it then being dark, we again moved forward cautiously, to 
avoid stepping upon any dry twig, for fear of giving an alarm, 
by which means we reached within twenty yards of the camp, and 
heard the men laughing and talking to the two women. Considering 
the position of the open wurley, the darkness of the night, and the 
dense scrub which surrounded the place, I deemed it expedient, 
upon reflection, to defer the capture until morning, which would 
give us a better chance of success, and accordingly made a sign 
to the police and our guides to fall back, and we then retraced our 
steps to where we had left our blankets, &c., under a bush, and 
there passed a wretched, anxious night, supperless, and without 
fire, the only solace being our pipes. 

At dawn we again approacned the camp of the ruffians with 
cat-like silence, and, when near enough, crouched behind a bush, 
not a moment too soon, however,' as one of the fellows got up and 
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threw a log on 'the fire, and then returned t<^ his lair, like a wild 
beast, fintt kicking one of the woi»en, and with an oath ordering 
her to make room for him. 

After waiting until everything was silent, we once more mored 
forward, and then rushed simultoneously upon the fellows. Thej 
struff^ed desperately, however, and endeavoured to get possession 
of their weapons ; but we were too nimble for them, andTsoon had 
them secured and handcuffed. They turned out to be the two 
men of the 50th Regiment who were transported to Van Diemen's 
Land, and made their escape from the Vixen. I also took into 
custody the two native women, whom I charged with aiding and 
harbouring the convicts. 

Our approach to the wurley was so noiseless that the pack of 
fierce kangaroo dogs (twelve in number) did not hear us; but 
when we rushed it they commenced such a furious barking that, 
added to the screaming of the native women, the imprecations 
and deep anathemas of the convicts, the noise was perfectly 
deafening. After the clamour had been silenced, however, the 
two prisoners voluntarily ^ve a detailed account regarding 
the mystery involved in their escape from on board the Vixen, 
vowing the deepest vengeance against old Buck, under the belief 
that he had given information to the police as to their where- 
abouts, which of course I did not controvert, having in view the 
ultimate arrest of Buck, charged with feloniously abetting and 
aiding the escape of prisoners oi the Crown. 

llie reader may easily imagine that by this time we were much 
in need of breakfast, and wnilst some of the party were busily 
filling the quart pots, and preparing the meal, a couple of hands 
were despatched to bring up our swags. After partaking of a 
hearty rer^ast, consisting of damper and grilled wallabj steaks, 
we starteu with our four prisoners, the pack of dogs bringing up 
the rear, and as Kingscote was nearer than where we had left the 
whale-boat I decided upon proceeding thither. 

Upon reaching the settlement I gathered from Police-Constable 
Lamo the following particulars respecting Gilkes and two others 
of the gang, who it appears, after having been unsuccessful in 
regaining possession of their dingey, Ac, wnere we first surprised 
them, had been forced to come to the settlement, in the hopes of 
obtaining food. When he (Lamb) first saw them they were going 
towards George Bate*s house; but upon perceiving the police 
approach they ran awav, taking difEerent roads, pursued by himself 
and Police-Constable Geharty. 

Lamb then called out to them to " stand," which they did, and 
faced about. Gilkes then advanced towards him with his rifie,and 
said, ** Stand you ! " presenting his piece the while, which Lamb 
seized by the muzzle, telling him to let go. Gilkes then pulled 
the trigger, but the piece fortunately snapped, and after wrenching 
it ont of Lamb's hands he ran towards a deep and broad ravine. 
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whicli he cleared at a bound. On looking round Lamb saw one of 
the other two, named Smith (% Prussian), running with a gun in 
his hand, whom he chased, calling out to Police-Constable Burridge 
to stop him. Fortunately the demand was heard, and, in answer 
thereto, Burridge rushed out of the guard-room, and caught him by 
the collar as he was endeavouring to extricate his gun, which had 
got entangled in a brush fence. He was then handcuffed, and 
gave up a powder-flask, a box of caps, and a knife. 
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